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SOME: PROPHECIES OUR LORD HAD8 
John 16: 1-15 

Intro: Our Lord Jesus 
or fills three 

in connection with 
A Prophet. 
A Priest. 
A King. 

Christ occupies three positions, 
offices, in His relationship with men 
His redemptive work. He is: 

Generally speaking, these three positions have reference to 
three different periods of time: 
1) During His earthly ministry our Lord acted as a Prophet. 
2
) 

In His death, His resurrection, His ascension, and His 
ministry at this hour in heaven, our Lord is acting as our 
Great High Priest. 

3) When He-returns to the earth to reign, He will come as King 
of kings, and as Lord of Lords. 

It seems that the Apostle John has reference to these in Rev. 
1: 5 when he identifies our Lord Jesus Christ as: 
1
2
) The faithful Witness -- or a Prophet. ) 

The First Begotten of the death -- or a Priest. 
3) The Prince of the kings of the earth -- or a King. 

To identify our Lord further in these positions, we can say that: 
1) In the Gospels we see Him as a Prophet. 
2
3
) In the book of Hebrews we see Him as the Great High Priest. ) 

In the book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ we see Him as 
the One Who comes to re;i:gn upon the earth as King! 

Or, to state it just one more way from the Gospel of John. We 
have the same emphasis in the passage we are presently consider­
ing: 
1) In the Upper Room Discourse (John 13-16) we see the Lord 

ministering to His disciples as a Prophet. 
In John 17 we have our Lord's High Priestly prayer. 
In the closing chapters of John's Gospel he tells us how 
Pilate brought the Lord out to the people and said to them, 
"Behold your King! " (John 19: 14b). And also, in v. 19 of 
that same ohapter, that when our Lord was crucified, 

" • • •  Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. 
And the Hriting was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. " 

This morning � � � think about £]1£ � 2:!'. � Prophet. 

And even here we have to make a distinction because a Biblical 
prophet usually filled a two£old role: 
1) He was one who prim

�

rily was a forthteller, or a preacher, 
one who proclaimed the truth of God -- and most of the time 
by special, divine revelation! 



2) He ,;as a foreteller, or one \,ho (also by divine revelation ) 
,;ould predict future events. It is in this latter role that 
,;e are thinking about our Lord this morning,. 

Every time our Lord spoke about something that "ould happen in 
the future, He ,;as speaking as a foreteller, as a prophet. Every 
such utterance ,;as a test of His prophetic office. He gave us 
literally husdreds of them. Not one of them has failed, or will 
fail! 

Not all of these have to do with great, major events. Nor were 
all of them just to be fulfilled one time. We will see the 
nature of some of these prophetic declarations as we look at our 
text this morning. 

There are at least four prophecies in these 15 verses. 

1. A PROPHECY OF WHAT THE DISCIPLES WERE TO EXPECT FROM THE 
LEADERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE (J ohn 1 6: 1-4) • 

It was really twofold: 
21) First, they would be put out. 

) Second, it would be considered an act of worshipping God 
to k!:ll anybody "'ho believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Why ",ould they do this? See v. 3. 

Why does the Lord tell His disciples this? See v. 1 -- so 
they would not expect results from their preaching that they 
would never get! 

Up to now the hatred of 
ected against the Lord, 

been dir­
would be 

� ______ ��turned toward those who 
We are not 

the religious leaders had 
but, once He was gone, it 
believed in Him. 

to expect The same is true today with respect 
the whole organized church -- and we may live 
world to will get worse than it is now! 

to the professing, 
to see the day when it 

be saved. 
II. A PROPHECY OF THE OUTCOME OF OUR LORD'S WORK ON EARTH (John 

16:5, 6). 

It was not just the Cross, nor the grave, nor even resurrec­
tion by itself, BUT ASCENSION: "I go my way to him that sent 
me." 

Not only was it important for them NOT to expect what was 
NOT going to happen, but it "'as important for them to know 
what would most certainly happen -- to be able to see the 
outcome while going through all of the events which were to 
lead up to it! 
The way might appear to be one of humiliation and defeat, 
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but the ultimate outcome is a victorious one! 

But there is a third prophecy which the Lord utters here: 

III. A PROPHECY OF THE SPIRIT'S COMING AN]) OF HIS \10RK WITH PEOPLE 
IN THE WORLD (John 16!7-11). 

Three times before in this message our Lord had spoken of 
"The Comforter. " See 14: 16, 17, 26; 15: 26, 27. 

Now He speaks specifically of the Spirit's ministry to the 
world -- and He clearly indicates that no one in the world 
can possibly be changed in their attitude toward Christ, 
and in their relationship to Him, apart from the Spirit's 
work. 

He does not say that all are convicted in the same way, or 
even that all are convicted, but that if such conviction is 
to come it is to come only through the work of the Holy 
Spirit -- working through the people of God concerning 
three truths: 

A. "Of sin, because they believe not on me." 

B. "Of righteousness, because I go to my my Father, and 
ye see me no more. " 

C. "Of judgment, because the prince of this 'dorld is 
judged. " 

There can be no true evangelism of the world apart from the 
ministry of the Spirit, and the blessing of the Spirit will 
only be given as believers in their witness center upon 
these three great truths of verses 8-11. 

IV. A PROPHECY OF THE SPIRIT'S MINISTRY TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
(John 16:12-15). 

How important this has to be for the Lord to single it out 
with such detail as a subject for one of His prophetic 
utterances! 

Note: He does not speak of these things as that which can 
happen, or � happen, but as that which most ce

�

in-
1l:: will happen! 

Again -- the Spirit is concerned about three things with 
each believer! 

A. "He will guide you into all truth" (v. 13m). 
into all revealed truth -- all of the Word. 
excluded since He is the Author of it all! 

This means 
No part is 



John 1G:1-1) (4) 

B. "He ,,·,ill ShOH you thing's to come" (v. 13b). 

When the Lord spoke these words, the Word of God was not 
yet complete. This is a promise of future prophecies, 
and of the Spirit's blessing in enabling believers to 
understand those revelations which God has been pleased 
to make of future events. 

C. "He shall glorify me" (vv. 14, 15). 

This is what we have in Scripture. 

And this is what will become more and more the delight 
of any child of God who is taught of the Spirit. 

Concl: How does our Lord rate as a Prophet? 100%! 

These are not prophecies which are fulfilled with a single 
event, but they find their emphasis throughout this age as we 
await that glorious day when our Lord will appear as King of 
kings and Lord of lords! 
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'rIlE PR0I1ISE OF PEACE 
John 16:25-33 

Intro: Next Sunday we begin the study of the real Lord's 
prayer. It is the greatest of all recorded prayers 

the Lord's prayer because He is the only One who could pray it! 
Few passages (if any) give us such a clear picture of the heart 
of our Savior. John 17 is a chapter which is deserving of all 
of the time that we can give it. 

My present plan, the Lord willing, is to spend six weeks on this 
one chapter. I would like for you to read it daily at least One 
time during these six weeks -- starting tomorrow. 

If you read it that many times, you will memorize it -- BUT I 
also want you to make a special effort to commit it to memory. 
Begin with verses 1 through 5 -- and I would suggest that you 
use the King James Version. Then we can all say the portion 
each week that we have been memorizing. 

BUT LET US BE PRAYING TRAT THE LORD HIMSELF WILL GIVE US A TRUE 
UNDERSTANDING OF THIS CHAPTER. IT IS HERE BECAUSE THE LORD WANTS 
US TO KNOW HOW HE PRAYED EVEN FOR US -- ANn TRAT THROUGH READING ------
Al'!D PRAYING AND MEDITATING ANn MEMORIZING THIS PRAYER WE NIGHT 
ALSO BE DRAWN INTO A CLOSER FELLOWSHIP WITH EACH MEMBER OF THE 
GODHEAD. 

It might be � cliche (a trite or commonplace expression or idea), 
but it is true nevertheless: "The more you put into it, the 
more you will get out of it" IF YOU ARE PUTTING Tll1E INTO IT 
WITH YOUR TRUST IN THE LORD TO TEACH YOU WHAT IT NEANS. 

So -- for next Sunday, let us all read John 17 each day, 
and let us memorize verses 1-5. 

Now let us look at the last 9 verses of John 16 -- verses which 
give us THE PROMISE OF PEACE. 

At least 8 times in John 14-16 the Lord 
I spoken unto you, " or its equivalent. 
17; 16:1, 4(2x), 25, 33 -- twice in our 

says, "These th.ings have 
See John 14:25; 15:11, 
text for this morning. 

In John 16:25 He tells His disciples how He had spoken to them, 
but in v. 33 He tells them why: "that in me ye might have peace!' 

There probably is a sense in which this latter statement applies 
to the whole Upper Room Discourse, but it certainly applies to 
our Lord's last words in that message! 

The Lord wants � to have peace! From verses 32 and 33 it is 
evident that our Lord does not mean that they will have no 
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trouble, but He � mean that they will have quietness of 
heart, rest, confidence and assurance, in spite of their 
troubles! 

Such peace can only be found IN CHRIST -- and in no other person 
or place or thing or circumstance. "These things have I spoken 
unto you, that in ME Y!i might have peace. " 

From this statement it seems evident that, if we are to have 
peace, we must know what our Lord said, and, as the Lord enables 
us, we must seek to understand and believe and, if necessary, 
obey what He said. 

Let me point out seven things from this passage: 
21) One obvious fact, and 

) Six statements which our Lord makes in this passage, 
which are designed to bring us to a place of peace -- and to 
keep us there! 

1. THE OBVIOUS FACT. 

Look again at our Lord's statement in verse 33: "These 
things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. II 

The obvious fact is this: PEACE COJilES THROUGH THE WOR])S OF 
CHRIST. 

Or, we can expand that statement and be just as accurate if 
\1e say, PEACE COMES THROUGH THE WOR]) OF GOD -- through 
hearing it and understanding it and believing it and obeying 
it. 

The Psalmist in the OT said this very thing in Psalm 119, 
165, "Great peace have they Ifhich love thy lalf, 

and nothing shall offend them." 

Eliphaz gave a good word to Job when he said, 
"Acquaint now thyself with him (Le. , the Lord) , 
and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee. " 

When Solomon spoke of learning the wisdom of God's Word, he 
said, "Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace. " 

The NT is also full of this teaching. Cf. 2 Peter 1:2, 
"Grace and peace be multiplied unto you 
through the knowledge of God, 
and of Jesus our Lord .. " 

Such knowledge can only be found in the Word of God! 

So it is a basic truth that, if you want and need peace this 
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morning (and we all need it), peace can only be found in 
knowing Christ and the truth of God as we find it in the 
Word of God. \I. �-;, - 0... g'('e...'LlC. c..o ............ �r-t.. -t..o ::ron ......... 4\-u..."'a>5 1' ....... , O'r"" -t.o 

h' s 'V'V'\a.v-...t.7\-r.:\..OV'l'o, ..A--\�o..t.o �\.A.'(""O::.e...oV'\ d.v... .... \1"\� --t.�� 
.J)OW,",, 7'O.Y&'d.e..,.. �oV\�'f"'O"e��'i' 

But -- what are the trutns wnich the Lord spoke here that bring 
us peace in this world of tribulation? 

There are at least 6 which our Lord mentions. You may be 
surprised at what they are, but this is the way of peace 
nevertheless. 

II. THE SIX TRUTHS WHICH BRING US PEACE IN CHRIST. 

I need to mention, first of all, that these are truths 
which apply only to those \vho have received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Savior. There is no true peace outside of 
salvation. 

A. The first truth, in v. 25: "I shall shew you plainly 
of the Father. " 

The disciples were having trouble understanding some of 
the things that the Lord was saying, but the Lord indi­
cates that He would bring them to a clear understanding 
of the Father. 

This means that in the truth of God's Fatherhood, there 
we have one of the great sources of our peace. 

Just take, for example, those words our Savior spoke 
when the disciples said, "Lord, teach us to pray. " He 
responded with the words, "When ye pray, say, Our 
Father • • •  " (Luke 11: 1b, 2a). 

B. 'rhe second truth, in v. 27: "For the Father himself 
loveth you, because . " 

This is a truth which never changes. 
to discipline us, but He never stops 
that we could learn this. 

The Lord may have 
loving us. Oh, 

The peak of Paul's teaching in Romans is in chapter 8, 
vv. 38, 39, "For I am persuaded, that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor pO;18rs, nor things present, nor things 
to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. " 

Are you persuaded of that truth, too? It is a marvelous 
source of peace! 



C. The thIrd truth, In v. 2t3a: "1 came fortil from tile 
Father, and am come into the world." 

This has to do not only with the Father, but also with 
Christ. 

This has to do with our Lord's Deity, His mission.in 
coming to the ",orld, the sovereign, eternal purposes 
of God. 

This teaches us that all that has to do with our rela­
tionship with God is of divine origin, not human! 

John teaches us in 1 John 4:14, 
"And we have seen and do testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world." 

Does this not bring peace to your heart? 

D. The fourth truth, in the same verse (v. 28b): " 
again,I leave the world, and go to the Father." 

What does this mean? 

2 It means that He would be accepted by the Father. 
3 It means that we have the truth of John 14:1-3. 

1j It means a finished work. 

4 It means that He is there as our Great High Priest, 
interceding for us. 

Do you really appreciate Romans 8:34 which says that 
"Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us"? 

• • 

It is wonderful to be able to pray for each other, but 
how much more wonderful that He prays for us! What 
peace this should bring to us! 

E. 'rhe fifth truth, in v. 32. 

Much of what is being said about peace today has to do 
with us -- just as though we are the source of our own 
peace! But notice what the Lord says about the disciples 
in this verse -- their failure! But at the same time 
we see the unfailing character and power of the Father! 
" • • • ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, 
and shall leave � alone: and � I � not alone, 
BECAUSE THE FATHER IS WITH ME." 

And one commentator reminds us what this actually means: 
"When he says that the FATHER will be with him, 
the meaning is, tha�od will be on�is-;Ide:-



so that he 'lill have no need to borrOH anything 
from men" (Calvin, XVIII, 161). 

What peace this brings! 

F. The sixth and last truth, in v. 33: "I have overcome 
the ;lOrld." 

Tribulation comes to us in the world. The world is the 
enemy of all that is godly and holy. It is designed 
for our downfall, BUT THE LORD IS THE VICTOR. Nothing 
in the world or about the world can defeat us, nor can 
God's purposes for us be defeated! 

Thus, He are to "be of good cheer." 

The Lord speaks to the Father about this very thing in 
His prayer in John 17. See vv. 11b-15. 

Concl: There we· have it -- the six great pillars of our peace 
-- all have to do with the Godhead, and all are found 

in the Word! 

It is especially worth noting that none is dependent upon you 
or upon me. 

Are you enjoying this peace? Do you have it? Or, is your 
peace the kind that you have only when things are peaceful? 
This is not true peace. The peace which God gives is a peace 
which can be ours when the circumstances are the Horst. 
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OUR LORD PRAYS FOR HIMSELF 
John 17:1-5 

Intro: John 17 is the passage that deserves the title, The 
Lord's Prayer. 

It is a prayer which only He could pray. 

v/hat is commonly called, The Lord's Prayer,. is a prayer that He 
would never have any need to pray -- with its prayer for for­
giveness. 

One writer has said that "in John 17 we have the most precious 
document ever transmitted to the children of God." I am inclined 
to agree. 

If so, then it is deserving of our most careful and prayerful 
consideration. We cannot know it too well. It needs to be 
written upon the tables of our hearts -- and we need to come 
back to it again and again for fresh insights into the heart 
of our Lord, and to gain fresh inspiration from this passage 
for our own prayers. 

All of the prayers of Scripture are helpful for us as we seek to 
know more about this most vital and most neglected ministry, 
but none is more helpful than this prayer of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

I ask you again to memorize it. 

I ask you to read it over and over -- daily if possible while 
we are considering it together. 

And every time we corne to it let us turn our own hearts to the 
Lord for the blessing of the Holy Spirit in enabling us to 
understand this prayer as we should. 

While this is not a prayer that � would take and pray as it is, 
it is a prayer in which we see our Lord as Our Example and Our 
Teacher. This morning, as we consider the first 5 verses in 
which we see our Lord praying for Himself, I want us to consider 
these verses thinking of the Lord as Our Example in prayer that 
we may learn how to pray more effectually ourselves. 

Remember that PRAYING, INTERCEDING FOR US, IS OUR LORD'S PRESENT 
MINISTRY. Let me remind you of three passages in the Epistles 
of the NT which bring this out. 
1) Rom . 8:34, " Hho is he that condemneth? It is Christ 

that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who i s even 

at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 

f or us.1I 
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2) H e b . 7:25 , "Wherefore he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for t h em . "  

3) 1 John 2 : l, "My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.1I 

T hu s , John 17 is a l so impor tant b e c a u s e  it t e a c h e s  u s  how 
t h e  Lord continu e s  to pray for u s .  

L e t  u s  look, now, a t  the f i r s t  five v e r s e s .  

1. THE LORD IS OUR EXMIPLE -- I N  THE TUnNG Of H I S  PRAYER .  

I t  came a f t er H i s  min i s t r y  o f  t h e  Word t o  H i s  d i s c i p l e s . 

H e  had a l so prayed b e fore. S e e  John 12 : 27-30. 

This is where we so o f t en f ai l .  He forget to precede 
and to fol low u p  our t e a c hing with pray er . Hithout 
prayer our minis try wi l l  l o s e  i t s  e f f e c tiven e s s  -- even 
with the emp h a s i s  that t h e r e  is in a l l  of t h e s e  c h a p t ers 

on t h e  sovereignty of God and t h e  e t ernal purpo s e s  of 
God. 

II. THE LORD IS OUR EXAMPLE -- IN TilE SPI RIT ( or, attitude ) 
HE MANIFESTED TOI';ARD TilE FATHER IN HIS PRAYING. 

Not e  e a c h  point c a r e fu l l y .  

A .  In His dependence upon the father. 

Remember that we are seeing th e Lord in His human­
i t y  -- a n d  t h e r e  is muc h  abou t this t h a t  we cannot 
u n d er s tand. 

1 .  He "lifted up his eyes to heaven . II 

This i s  like P s a l m  1 2 1:1  -- t h e  q u e s tion. 

2.  He called God, "Father." 

Six tim e s  we have t h e  Lord doing this through­
out the prayer -- a f a c t  that evid e n t l y  h a s  
gr e a t  power with God . 

B .  In His confidence in the father. 

This i s  s e en in many way s, but l e t  me point ou t 
two promin ent ways in which we s e e  it in our tex t .  
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1. The certainty that tlle timing of events leading 

up to Ilia d ea th were under the s over eign direc­

tion of t h e  Father. 

"Father , the hour i s  come . "  

Remember how we have had repeated r e f erenc e s  to 
the f a c t  that i t  had not come; now it has! 

2. T h e  c erta inty t h a t  H i s  mission would not fail . 

S e e  v .  2 .  

Let this truth get into our hearts. Let it 
teach us the majesty of God , the power of God , 
the c er tainty that His pur p o s e s  for our s a l va ­
tion c a nnot f a i l! 

c. In H i s  knowl ed g e of what eternal life i s .  

Oh , t h e  marv e l ou s  truth that we have i n  John l7:3l 
L e t  us never l o s e  s i ght of this , a n d  that the Lord 
m a k e s  Him s e l f  kno>m. We proc l aim the truth , but 
He does th e work. 

D. In His obedience to the Father. 

S e e  v. 4. 

A r e  we ever gu i lty of a sking the Lord to b l e s s  that 
which is r ea l l y NOT His will? Do we s e ek H i s  
ble s s ing when w e  have b e e n  uncon c e r n e d  a bout doing 
His wilD 

What power th e r e  is in prayer when we a r e  a b l e  to 
s a y , by th e grace of God , what our Lord s a i d  in 
v. 4! 

E .  In H i s  desire to see the Father glor i f i ed� 

S e e  vv. 1 ,  4. 

And , b e fore we con s i d e r  what this mean s ,  l e t  u s  notice the 
th i r d  and fina l way i n  wh i c h  the Lord i s  our Examp l e  in 
the way in w h i c h  He prayed for Him s e l f. 

III . THE LORD I S  OUR EXAHPLE -- IN THE PRAYER THAT HE PRAYED 
in th e r equ e s t  that He made for Him s e l f. 

We have it in v. 1 ,  and again in v. 5. 

T h e r e  i s  a d i f f erence between the two : 
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1) The fir s t  ha s t o  d o  w i t h  the C r o s s  (v .  1). 
2) The c ond ha s t o  d o  w i th H i s  a c ceptance b a c k  i n t o  

heaven . C f .  v .  5. 

Note that b o t h  were guaranteed in the p u r p o s e s  o f  G o d ,  
and yet our L o r d  prayed a b o u t  them , a n d  f o r  them! 
Th i s  shou l d  teach u s  about the nece s s i t y  o f  praying 
f o r  things whi c h  G o d  ha s decreed s ha l l  c ome t o  p a s s .  

Cone 1: 



OUR LORD PRAYS ABOUT HIS O'dN 
John 17: 6-10 

Intro: It is obvious from these verses that before our Lord 
prayed for His own, He prayed about His own. 

Before we consider these words, let us keep in mind the great 
importance of ,this chapter. 

In the last century a man who has written a book on John 17 
wrote the following words, giving us a quotation from another 
expositor of an even earlier time: 

"It is a quaint remark of an old Scottish divine, that 
'the best sermon that was ever preached in our world, 
was followed by the best prayer that was ever offered 
up in it.' It is scarcely necessary to say, the 
sermon is contained in the fourteenth, fifteenth, 
and sixteenth chapters of John's Gospel, and the 
prayer in the seventeenth chapter of that Gospel" 
(John Brown quoting Robert Traill, p. vii). 

The same writer has commented about this chapter that "all that 
is most peculiar (by which he means, distinctive) and wonderful 
in Christianity is here" (Brown, John, The Intercessory Prayer 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, p. viii). 

It is important because it is our Lord's prayer. 

We can certainly say two things that go together: 
1) He would not pray to His Father words which were not true. 
Instead, we must expect that at such a period in His own 
history upon earth, 
2) He would speak of the most vital of all truths as He prayed 

for Himself and for His people. 

The first request FOR His disciples does not come until we get 
to v. 1 1. Before that He prayed FOR HIMSELF, as we see in vv . 
1-5, and then He prayed ABOUT HIS DISCIPLES in our text for 
this morning. 

May the Lord open our hearts to the truth that is here. 

There may be things that we do not understand, and we may have 
questions -- but let us remember that these are the words of 
our Lord Jesus as He spoke to His Father about His own people, 
things that would never enter into our hearts, but things which 
are nevertheless �! 

First of all, we see in our text • • • 

I. THE NATURE OF OUR LORD'S MINISTRY. Here we are concerned 
with l:ll.l!!! He did, and lVITH WHOM. 
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TvlO verses tell us ;,hat He did -- stated some",hat different­
ly, and yet inseparably bound together. 

A. ,lhat He did (vv. 6a, Sa). 

1. "I � manifested thy � unto the men "'hich thou 
gayest me out of the 1,orld" (v. 6a). 

2. "I have giyen 
melTTv:'" 8a • 

unto them the ",ords "hich thou gayest 

This is the first lesson that ",e must learn if we are 
to see the Lord's blessing in evangelism, in missions. 
GOD'S BLESSING NEVER COMES UPON MEN EXCEPT THROUGH HIS 
WORD BECAUSE IT IS IN THE \{QRD THAT THE FATtIER IS 
REVEALED TO US. 

There never has been a true revival, and there never 
"ill be, but what the preaching of the Word, the preach­
ing of the doctrines of Scriptures, was at the heart 
of it all. 

Our Lord Himself did thiS, and He is teaching us to do 
the same. 

But now "Te come to the second part of our Lord's ministry. 
Note � emphasis on • • • 

B. i Those about 1;hom He was partcularly concerned. 
• 

In v. Sa He·simply uses the word, "them." 

In v. 6a it is clearer -- and the expression occurs 
several times throughout our Lord's prayer. He said, 
"I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou 
gavest � out of the "orld. ,,-- -- --

--

And if we might be inclined to say that this applied 
only to the disciples, then "hat are we going to do 
"hen "e go down through the prayer and find our Lord 
praying in v. 20 for all future believers, and then 
saying in v. 24. 

"Father, I "Till that they also, "hom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am • " 

Surely this is not a request just for the t"elve! 

We preach the Gospel to every creature, and we are to go 
into all the world. But who are we after as we preach. 
We have learned in Romans 3 that "there is none that seeketh 
after God" (v. 11b). ALL MAY COME, BUT WHO WILL COME? Only 
those who are given by the Father to the Son. 

This point ",ill become clearer as we go on to our next point. 



II. 'ri£!;: Jlj·:SUL'l'S (J)' OUR LOIm's NINIS'l'RY. 

lYe also see in these verses which we now want to consider, 
THE VARIOUS STAGES IN SAlVATION. 

Let us note first, 

A. The fivefold statement of a favorable response. See vv. 
6-8. 

1. In v. 6b -- "and they have kept thy ,;ord." 

2. In v. 7 -- "Now they have known that all things 
whatsoever thou hast given me are of 
thee." 

There are three in v. 8b: 

3. "And they have received them. " 

4. "And have known surely that I came out from thee. " 

5. "And they have believed that thou didst send me." 

Would you not like to see more people like this today? 

Results are where we have our problem in modern evangelism. 
Go back one month later, or one year later, or five years 
later -- and where are the converts. Experience shows 
that it is almost impossible to find them. Perhaps we are 
going about all of this in the wrong way. 

Look "ith me for a moment at . • • 

B. The steps which lead to the results. 

Surely we cannot set this all aside saying again that 
this was only for the disciples at that time. Have we 
not been learning in several of our studies that salva­
tion is the same in the OT and in the NT? Would it be 
true then that the Lord had a special way of saving the 
t'lelve Apostles which does not apply to us? 

Absolutely not! What the Lord says about their salva­
tion is true also of ours. 

Note what He says and the order that He gives. 

1. "Thine they ,,,ere" (v. 6m). 

A look at the context means that they '1ere the Lord's 
even before they were saved -- His from eternity. 
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Thus, let us remember that salvation begins ",ith 
God -- not our choice of Him (although-that will 
come) , but His choice of us! 

Note Eph. 1:3, 4, 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ: ACCORJlING AS HE HATH CHOSEN US IN HIM 
BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE vIORLD, that ",e 
should be holy and ",ithout blame before him in 
love." 

Or listen to Paul's words to Timothy (which surely 
included both of them, and also the rest of us). 
Speaking of GOD he writes, 

"Who hath saved us, and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his olm purpose and grace, 
\-IHICH ,lAS GIVEN US IN CHRIS'f JESUS BEFORE THE 
vlORLD BEGAl'f. 

Do you see no", what it means "'hen the Lord says 
about all who have been saved, and about all who 
ever will be saved, '''rhine they Here" -- from 
eternity past, those ",ho most certainly will be 
saved. Man will not seek God, but God has chosen 
us, and He seeks us, and brings us to Himself. 

But what is the second step? 

2. "And thou gavest them me" (v. 6b), which means, 
gavest them 1£ �. 

This is what happens every time a person is genuine­
ly saved -- God is giving someone to His Son. 

This precedes our faith. This precedes any action 
on our part. \-Ie become conscious that God is doing 
something in our lives. And loihereas before we 
did not care in the least about God, now we become 
greatly concerned -- and we begin to seek Him be­
cause of what He is doing "lith us! 

Some of you may be in this very condition this 
morning. God is getting ready to save you. He is 
about to give you to His Son. You may even Honder 
why you are here, but you were not able to stay 
away! 

But, then, there is a final step in this process that 
our Lord is describing. Note it at the end of v. 6, 
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and in the four other statements I pointed out a moment 
ago in vv. 7, 8. 

3. "And they have kept thy word." 

How can we tell when a person has been genuinely 
saved? Is it when they go forward in a meeting to 
profess faith in Christ? lllillions have done that 
who have shown later that they have not been saved. 
Is it by joining a church? No, because there are 
also millions today who belong to churches who do 
not even profess to be saved. 

I could ask other questions, but what is it that 
really marks .§: person out � .§: true christi� 

The Lord tells us: Their lives are changed, and 
continue to be changed through faith in the Word and 
by obedience to the Word! 

Oh, how we have 1-latered this down! Look for this 
in your own life. Look for it in the lives of your 
children. Salvation is a divine change which God 
brings about in our hearts, and it is evident most 
of all by our response· to the 'Ilord of God. 

I do not think that there is any question but that 
we have a weak church today, and many adherents to 
the church which are not saved because we have ig­
nored this plain teaching of our Lord and of all of 
Scripture. 

But I have one final pOint. 

Some are always inclined to say, IF GOD HAS CHOSEN US FOR 
SALVATION, THEN WHY ,IITNESS, AND vlHY PRAY. Someone will alvlays 
say that if God knO;TS who is going to be saved, and if He has 
chosen us to be saved, and if His chosen ones are certain to be 
saved, then there is no need for us to do anything -- to pray, 
or to preach. 

I would be the first to confess that some have pushed the doc­
trine of election in that direction, but I would also say that 
they are dead wrong! ! !  

Why 

g 
do I say this? Let me give you three reasons: 
vie should pray and witness because the Bible tells us to. 
We should pray and witness because God has chosen to make us 
a part of the work that He is doing as He gives His chosen 
ones to His Son for salvation. Our work is a vital part in 
all that God is doing. Ive are "workers together I;i th" GOD, 
as Paul says in 2 Cor. 6:1. 



But there is a third reason, and this brings me to the last 
point of my message where we see • •  

III. OUR LORD'S CONCERN THEN -- AND NOW! 

See vv. 9, 10 -- and then read v. 20. 
REASON 

THE THIRD (and perhaps the most convincing argument of all) 
IS THAT WE MUST PREACH AND I<IE MUST PHAY BECAUSE OUR LORD 
DID! 

He prayed for those who were saved, and He prayed for those 
who were most assuredly going to be saved down through the 
history of the Church "through their ;lord" (v. 20). 

Concl: Can you think of any truth more encouraging than this? 
God is working, and we are by divine grace entering 

into ,;hat He is doing. We do not have the knowledge that the 
Lord had, and so we do not know who is going to be saved, and 
who is not. But He can be sure that some are going to be saved. 
The Lord will draw them as we preach and as we pray. They will 
come. 

And when we stand before the Lord in that great day to come we 
Ivill all glorify Him for His marvelous grace, and that His pur­
poses in the salvation of men have been fully accomplished! 

PHAISE HIS GLORIOUS NAME! 



OUR LORD'S FIRST REQ.UES'r FOR HIS OliN 
John 17:11-14 

Intro: Memorizing -- vv. 15-19, 20-23, 24-26. You now have a 
week to catch up, or even to begin (if you have not 

started ) • 

In verses 11-14, where are we in our Lord's prayer? 

The Lord Jesus began by praying for Himself in vv. 1-5. 

Then He prayed about those whom the Father had given to Him 
in vv. 6-10. It was something of a report that the Lord was 
making to the Father about His earthly ministry. 

Now, in our text for this morning (vv. 11-14) , ;Ie have the 
first request that the Lord makes for His own! (See v. 9 where 
the Lord emphasizes that He is not praying for everybody, but, 
as He says, "for them which thou hast given me." 

As we begin, I want you to notice in the text • • 

I. THREE REASONS WHY THE LOR]) MAKES THIS PAR'rICULAR REQ.UEST 
FOR HIS 01lTN. It will help us to understand the request 
itself if we know the reasons behind the request that were 
on the Lord's heart. 

A. The first -- in verse 11: Because the Lord Jesus Christ 
was leaving them. 

He speaks like He is already gone -- like His work is 
finished; that He had died, 

that He had been resurrected, 
that He had ascended to the Father, 
and that He was seated at the Father's right 

hand! 

The Lord spoke like this in verse 4b, 
"I have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do, " 

and yet it was not actually finished! 

BUT THE LORD CAN SPEAK LIKE THIS. THE PURPOSES OF GOD 
ARE CERTAIN, AND IITHAT RE WILL DO IS JUST AS CERTAIN AS 
ANYTHING HE ALREADY HAS DONE! 

But try to imagine how you would have felt when the Lord 
talked about going away when you had never worked with­
out having Him in His bodily presence with you! To the 
disciples this was nothing short of the greatest poss­
ible tragedy! 

And so the Lord prays for them -- that they will under-
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stand the nel< order of things into I<hich they I<ere 
entering and see that the Lord was not leaving them 
without any help, but that He was, if anything, giving 
them more help than they had ever had before! 

B. The second -- in verse 13: '''rhat they might have my joy 
fulfilled in themselves." 

I am sure that, as we come to consider the request, you 
will see that the Father's answer to our Lord's request 
brings the greatest possible joy -- joy which originates 
and comes from our Lord, joy which can only be found in 
Him. 

The reference here has to do with the Lord's prayer 
even thcugh John 15:11 speaks also of what the Lord had 
been teaching them. 

But this is the second reason for our Lord's first 
request. 

C. The third 
them. " 

in verse 14: "and the world hath hated 

The Lord will eventually take His own out of the world. 
See v. 24. But that is not His purpose nOl<. See v. 15. 
In the meantime, the Lord Jesus prays for the Father to 
"keep" them. 

The world is not an easy place for the child of God to 
be. He is "hated" there -- if he is living the way he 
should. But it is good for him to be here because in 
the world the Christian learns: 
1 ) 

2) 

HO\; empty the world is, how destitute of anything 
that really brings joy. 
How inadequate he, the child of God, is to cope ''lith 
life in the world -- and thus He is thrown upon his 
God. 

3) Ho" sufficient God is -- how faithful, 
how wise, 
how mighty, 
how loving, 
how gracious. 

4) HOI< to walk by faith, and not by sight. This means 
that He can count on the presence of the Lord at 
all times, and that He learns to trust the promises 
of God, always finding God faithful to His '.ford. 

The world hates God, and hates the Christian because he 
belongs to God. But he is left here for all of the 
reasons given above, and many more -- and yet he is not 
left without the faithful intercession of his Lord! 
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N'O\I/ let us look at 

II .  THE REQUES'r ,!HICH OUR LORD PRAYS TO THE FATHER (John 17: 
11b, 12). 

Let us look at every detail of this request as time permits. 
It is all tremendously important and rich in the truth which 
it contains. 

First, consider with me • • •  

A. The details which indicate for us the importance of this 
reguest: 

1. Note Who is praying: Our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Surely for something to be upon the heart of our 
Lord so much so that He would pray to the Father 
about it is all that we should need to realize how 
tremendously import�nt the matter is! 

2. Note the One to \fuom our Lord prays. It is not a 
charge given to angels, nor a responsibility placed 
upon the disciples, and not just a request to the 
Father, but He addresses God in a way which is 
peculiar to this passage: "Holy Father"! 

This gives us an idea of what it means to be kept. 
Holiness is the attribute of attributes as far as 
God is concerned. It is His cro'ding glory -- that 
He is "holy." 

When you look at the world, you see that which is 
totally unholy. And even when you look at the people 
of God, you always see that which falls far short 
of the holiness of God. 

3. Note the place that this request has in the prayer: 
It comes first! 

This is usually the case even about our prayers: we 
pray first about that which is most upon our hearts. 
Listen to a father pray when his family needs food. 
Listen to a mother pray when her child is sick with 
a high fever. Listen to a soldier pray when he is 
in the battle. 

Surely \,e can say that there is nothing that is of 
greater importance for the child of God than that he 
be kept! And for the Son to pray to the Father 
about this means that it is not within the power of 
any child of God to keep himself. This is something 
which God must do, or all is lost! 



Notice secondly, 

B. Those for whom the Lord prays. 

JolLY) 17:11-14 \4) 

It is not for everyone, but for "those whom thou hast 
given me." 

He is praying for His own! This means that He is pray­
ing for all true believers. How precious they are to 
Him! And how needy they are, desperately in need of the 
Father's blessing. 

In this connection note what our Lord says about Judas 
in the latter part of v. 12. There are those who pro­
fess to be believers -- and who even act like it! Some­
times they preach, and even perform miracles! But like 
Judas, they are not saved. He is called "the son of 
perdition" (which word has the same root as the word 
"lost" earlier in the sentence). It is a Hebrew idiom 
;Thich means "ruined, or devoted to destruction" (Calvin, 
XVIII, 176). 

This is not a case where the Lord failed to keep Judas. 
Instead, it was a case where Judas never knew the Lord 
-- and Psa. 109:8, quoted in Acts 1:20, indicated this 
very thing! 

The Lord has a perfect record of keeping all who truly 
are His people. 

But now let us look at • . . 

C. The actual request: "Keep." 

Our Lord uses to words which are translated "keep" or 
"kept.1I 
1) The first is T'f\�i,.w. It is the verb used in v. 11, 

and the first one in v. 12. It describes the result. 
It also can indicate the present condition:--The 
disciples were safe at the moment the Lord prayed 
this prayer. 

2) The second is �"A';'''''W' It is the second word in 
v. 12. It is the verb which describes all that 
needs to be done to keep a person -- the guarding, 
the defending, the protecting. It even means to 
keep a person from running away. 

See in this connection the truths we had in John 
10:27-31. 

Cf. Paul in 2 Tim. 1: 12, " • • •  for 
• • •  , "  and Peter in 1 Pet. 1:4, 5, 
incorruptible • • • I'Iho are kept • • 

I know whom I have 
"To an inheritance 
" 



But how will the Father do this? 

D. The means by which we are kept. 
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Note this. very carefully: "Keep through thine � �." 

\fuat does the name of God represent? It points to all 
that He is -- the sum total of all of His attributes: 
1) His power. 
2 His wisdom. 
3 His righteousness. 
4 His holiness. 
5 His mercy and His grace. 
6 His love. 
All that God is is brought into action for the purpose 
of keeping every person which the Father has given to 
His Son -- every true child of God. 

You may see some church members fall away. You may 
see people attend church for years, and then depart, 
never to come back again. BUT YOU VlILL NEVER SEE A 
TRUE CHILD OF GOD ULTIMATELY AND FINALLY TURN AVIAY FROM 
THE LORD. He may sin and turn away for a time, � � 
cannot leave because he is kept! 

Oh, what a wonderful Saviour and what a wonderful 
heavenly Father ,,,e have! 

Finallly • •  

E. 'rhe purpose of our being kept: "that they may be one, 
as we are.1I 

Recently I spoke to a young couple about marriage. And 
in speaking to the yOlLYlg man I was referring to the 
standard which the Lord had set for all husbands in 
Eph. 5:25 -- a standard which no husband has ever reach­
ed! It means that we can always love our >lives more 
than we do, that we must always be striving in this 
direction. 

The same is true here. VIe will 'never reach in this life 
the perfect oneness that exists between the Father and 
the Son, but we are to be moving all of the time in that 
direction that we might display more of that oneness. 

lfuat does that oneness mean? 
Is it organizational oneness? 

-- Is it oneness in "'hich we ignore doctrine? 

The anS>ler to both of these questions is, "NO! " v/ho can 
read through the Gospel of John and get the idea that 
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the Lord crune to establish a large world-wide organiza­
tion, or that, to Him, the truth was not important! 

No, the "lOrld and often churches are off on the'"wrong 
track at this point. 

Perhaps the greatest tragedy in the true Church today is 
the fact that we are so divided. 

Our Lord's concern was not just that we should be kept 
from the world, the flesh, and the devil, but that we 
should be drawn together in a oneness concerning the 
truth, a oneness of devoting ourselves to the will of 
God, to the purposes of God, a oneness in our hope that 
eventually those divine purposes \>Till find 'their fulfill­
ment to the honor and glory of our God and of His Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is not a oneness which \>Te make. It already exists. 
It is a oneness which "Ie manifest, and it takes the 
keeping power of God and and of Christ to make this a 
reality! 

Concl: Is your heart not overwhelmed with these truths? I have 
not dealt with the passage exhaustively, but surely we ' 

have seen enough to make us \>Torship and adore our "Holy Father." 

If you lack assurance, all you \>Till ever need is here. 

If you have never believed in Christ for salvation, then this 
should give you hope -- and I trust would be the means that God 
"ould use to bring you to Himself. 



Cb -- 3/30/fiO a.:it. 

KEPT FROM THE 8VIL ONE 
John 17 : 1 5-1 9 

Intro: Are you memorizing John 1 7? 

You should be down to v. 19. 

Next Sunday is Easter Sunday. Let us make a special effort to 
invite our friends, neighbors, and relatives to attend church. 
I am going to turn aside from John 1 7  to preach on the last part 
of 1 Cor. 15 -- the resurrection chapter! 

But two "eeks from today we will be back with John 17 -- verses 
20-23. And, then, the following week, we will conclude our 
study of the chapter with a message on verses 24-26. 

Even if you have not even started memorizing this great chapter, 
I am sure that most of you could start now and have it memorized 
by the time we complete our study of it in our morning services. 

,/here � � � in the prayer � � �.!.£ verses 15-19? 

We 
1) 

2) 

4) 

have considered three parts of the prayer up to v. 1 5: 
First, you will remember, our Lord prayed for Himself 
in verses 1 -5 .  He was concerned with His own glary and with 
the glory of the Father. 
Second, in verses 6-1 0, He gives a report to His Father as 
He prays about His disciples -- what He had given to them, 
and how they had responded. 
Third, He presented His first request for His disciples to 
the Father: "Holy Father, keep through thine own name those 
whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are." 
The passage is found in verses 11 -111. 
This morning -- and fourth -- we come to our Lord's second 
request for His disciples, and yet it is related to the 
first request in the preceding passage. He prays that they 
might be kept from the evil that is in the world, or, as 
many interpret it -- that they might be kept from the Evil 
One. The Greek permits both interpretations. 
�ut the main point in this part of the prayer is that they 
are going to be kept from the evil in the world, or from the 
Evil One, not by being removed from the world, but � being 
sanctified through the truth of the Word cf God! 

Now let us turn to our text for the morning (vv. 15-19) , and let 
us quote it, or read it, as we begin to look into it. 

(Read or quote vv. 15-1 9. ) 

'Ile are concerned in this passage "lith the Biblical doctrine of 
sanctification. And sanctification is a part of the I>Ihole work 
of salvation. The doctrine of sanctification means that God has 
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saved His people to make them holy -- to make them holy as He is 
holy! 

Our sanctification includes two things: 
1 )  It means that we must be kept from the evil of the world 

(;lhich includes the evil in our hearts) and that we must 
be kept from the power of the Evil One -- Satan, or, as he 
is also called, the Devil. 

2) It means that we must take on new characteristics, that we 
should be made to partake of the divine nature -- in short, 
that I<e should become like God and like our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The two things are not separate from each other, but are two 
parts of the same I<ork that are going on at the same time. 

AND NOTE THAT, WHILE THERE ARE OBVIOUSLY HUMAN ASPECTS TO THIS 
WORK OF SANCTIFICATION, THE WORK ITSELF IS A WORK OF GOD. IT 
IS GOD vrno KEEPS US FROM THE EVIL (OR, FROM THE EVIL ONE) , AND 
IT IS GOD ,rno MAKES US HOLY. Our Lord's requests are directed 
to the Father, and so we cannot interpret His requests in any 
other way than that they are meant to teach us that we do not 
sanctify ourselves, but it is God Who does the work! We cannot 
possibly interpret these requests in any other way. 

But let us look at the details in the passage. 

1. 'ilHAT OUR LORD DID NOT ASK THE FATHER TO DO: "I pray not 
that thou shouldest take them out of the world • • •  " 

This is one way that believers could be delivered from the 
problem of evil. 

'1lould it not be wonderful if ;le did not have to live in an 
evil environment, surrounded by evil influences and by evil 
people, and under the influence of the Evil One who can so 
easily dral" a response from our evil hearts? Haven't you 
longed to be rid of it all? 

Thank God, that kind of a deliverance is coming (see v. 24), 
but that is not for nO"1 -- at least, not for us. Actually, 
",e are as justified as I,e ever I<ill be when we are first 
saved, but I<e are not sanctified. The Lord does not keep 
us from evil by removing us from the evil, but He does this 
in another way. To remove us from the evil would leave us 
Vleak and untaught -- not knolling our OVln great need, and not 
knol-ling that only the Father is sufficient to meet our need. 

Remember all of this as far as our children are concerned, 
too. 

II. IVfIAT OUR LORD DID ASK TIlE FATHER TO DO: "Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy ;lord is truth" (John 1 7 :  17) . 
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Now we have the two aspects of sanctification that are 
necessary, and which are both the work of our heavenly 
Father: 
1) He keeps us from evil, and/or from the Evil One. 
2) He sanctifies us through the truth. 

Illus: Often in reading the works of men who have lived 
in the past, you can easily feel that I1hat they 

I1rote l1as for today. 
Let me give you a couple of quotations from John Calvin 

( 1 509-1 564) : 
" • • • there are fanatics I1ho indulge in much useless 
prattle about sanctification, but I1ho neglect the truth 
of God, by which he (God) consecrates us to himself. 
Again, as there are others I1ho chatter quite as foolish­
ly about the truth, and yet disregard the 110rd, Christ 
expressly-S;ys that the truth, by which Go�nctifies 
his sons, is not to be found any I1here else than in the 
\vord. "  

And then Calvin also says this: 
" • • • sanctifica"oion is not instantly completed in us 
on the first day, but that l1e make progress in it 
through the ",hole course of our life, till at length 
God, having taken a",ay from us the garment of the flesh, 
fills us \;ith his righteousness" (XVIII, 179, 180). 

Don ' t  He have the same kind of people ",ith us today -­
those "'ho talk about sanctification ",ithout the Hard, or 
",ho go beyond the Scriptures for the truth, or those Hho 
say that it is possible for us to be fully sanctified 'Ihile 
"'e are still in this flesh? 

Look at ",hat He can learn about sanctification from just 
the 17th verse: 
1
2
) Sanctification is the ",ork of God. 
) Sanctification is a process (not suddenly imputed like 

righteousness is) . 
3) Sanctification is  through the truth, and only through 

the truth. 
4) The truth by ,,,hich l1e are sanctified is the vlord of God 

-- and only the Hord of God (to avoid any possible con­
fusion on the subject) . 

From this He can see the importance of ",hat Bishop Ryle says 
('Iho lived about 100 years ago nOH) in his commentary on 
John (Vol. II, p. 447): 

"Here lies the immense importance of rgularly reading 
the l1ritten Hard, and hearing the preached Hard. It 
surely, though insensibly, promotes our sanctification. 
Believers 'Iho neglect the Hord Hill not grOI1 in 
holiness and victory over sin. 1I 
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Ho;! important it is  for us to understand the Hords of John 
1 7 : 1 7 ,  and then to see to it that our lives are devoted to 
the \,ord of God, trusting the Father to conform us to His 
OHn holiness through the effect of the Word of God upon 
our 01<0 hearts !  

Are you having trouble 'vi th sin? 
by looking to the Lard to use His 
and to conform you to Himself and 

But notice another point in our text: 

The anSHer is to be found 
vlord to keep you from evil 
to His Son. 

III . THE REASON GIVEN BY OUR LORD AS TO WHY HIS PEOPLE NEED 'ro 
BE SANCTIFIED ( John 1 7 : 1 8 )  • 

Instead of taking them out of the Horld, He Has sending them 
into the Horld. And they Here being sent into the Horld for 
the same purpose that the Father had sent His Son into the 
Horld -- for the salvation of men. 

So that the more He are in contact Hi th the "orld, the 
greater Vlill be the need He have for the keeping pOHer of 
God in delivering us from the Evil One and in sanctifying 
us through the I-lord of God. 

Finally 

IV. TIlE PLACE THAT THE WORK OF CIffiIST HAS IN OUR SANCTIFICA'rION 
(John 1 7 : 1 9 ) .  

In \Vhat sense \Vould our Lord need to be sanctified -- surely 
not as a sinner? 

No, not as a sinner! Sanctified in His case means to be set 
apart 12. 22 � � � � Father � .ill:!!! 12. 22· 

NoVi I Hant you to notice carefully the \Vords of this verse 
-- \Vords >Thich our Lord deliberately used. And I trust that 
the Lord >Till open your hearts to see the meaning of what 
our Lord is saying. 

Notice that He says, "And for their sakes I sanctify myself. "  
It means ,  "And for their sakes" I set myself apart to do the 
>Tork >Thich the Father sent me to do , to go to the cross and 
to die as a sacrifice for sins, "for their sakes • • • that 
they also might be sanctified through the truth. "  

But the point i s  this: Who is  He talking about >Then He says 
"for their sakes"? Who does He mean by the word, "their"? 
Does He mean everybody in the >Torld? It can ' t  mean that 
because He had stated specifically in verse 9 .  

" • •  I pray not for the Vlorld, but for them Vlhich 



tl10U 11ast g'i ven me 6 • " 

No one could possibly deny that the death of Christ is 
sufficient to save every person who ever lived -- and that 
our Lord could have saved millions and billions more. But 
is that what He came to do? Must we think of Him helplessly 
pleading for people to receive Him, frustrated because so 
many will have nothing to do with Him? Or -- ARE WE TO 
BELIEVE THAT HE ACCOMPLISHED 'dHAT HE CAME TO DO, ANJ) THAT 
HE ACTUALLY GUARANTEED THAT THOSE WHO WERE GIVEN TO HIM BY 
THE FATHER ,IOULD BE SAVED, ANJ) \,OULD ,rITHOUT FAIL COME TO 
HIM AND BE SAi'fCTIFIED? 

This appears to be the meaning of His prayer -- and that 
by His death our Lord did not just make salvation possible, 
but that He made it absolutely certain for those given to 
Him by His Father! 

Concl: What blessing it "ill bring to your heart to see this 
truth! It makes us recognize that the Lord gained a 

great and certain victory "hen He died on the cross! 

And yet, again, as we have seen before in our Lord's prayer, 
"e find Him praying for the very things "hich cannot help but 
take place -- showing that our teaching and our praying and 
our evangelizing and our mission "orks are all a part of what 
He is doing to accomplish His purposes -- that the salvation of 
men rests in His soverei�1 hands, and not in the hands of 
sinful men. 

May God grant us the "isdom to see this, and then give us the 
peace and the boldness "hich al"ays accompanies an understanding 
of His soverei� '''ill and purpose ! 



O�"ENESS 
John 1 7 : 20-23 

Intra: By the time 'de get to this place in our Lord ' s  prayer 
it seems clear that the one, predominant burden upon 

His heart "as that His disciples "ould be one. 

He mentions it 5 times in His prayer: 

�� 
First in v. 11 • 
The other 4 times are in our text: 

�� T" ice in v. 21. 
Once in v. 22. 
Once in v. 23. 

In v. 11 the Lord had mentioned this in connection "ith the 
first request that He made for His disciples: "Holy Father, 
keep through thine o"m name those ,Thorn thou hast given me, 
that they may be one, as "e are . "  

It is in this respect that the disciples "ere to be: 
1) Kept from the world and from the evil,  and/or the Evil One, 

in the world. 
2) Sanctified through the truth. 

All , then , seems to center on this oneness, this unity, for 
which our Lord Has so deeply concerned. 

And there is little wonder for His concern Hhen we notice: 

1. 'rHE PURPOSE FOR THIS ONENESS. 

There are actually t",o that are mentioned here , but they are 
so closely related that it is  impossible to separate them 
and they need to be considered together. You never find 
one without the other. 

See the latter part of v. 21,  and then the latter part of 
v. 23. (Read. ) 

'ife are not to think that this is  the only reason for the 
oneness of the people of God, but this is the reason that 
the Lord emphasizes here ! 

Undoubtedly this is the greatest factor � � witness to 
the ",orld. The ,laY in "'hich the Lord uses "believe" in v. 
21 , and then "leno"," in v. 23 ,!Ould lead us to recognize 
that they are used synonymously here . Through the oneness 
of the people of God the "orld "'ill come to recognize , 'Till 
be forced to recognize: 

2
1) The divine mission of Jesus Christ. 

) The special love that God has for His people. 

This does not mean that everybody in the "orld "'ill be saved, 



but it certainly implies that some will.  According to v. 
20 some were e;oine; to believe through the testimony of the 
Apostles, and the indication is that others " ould follow 
after that -- all traceable ul tj.ma tely to the testimony of 
� Apostles ! 

So -- how could anything be more important? 

But let us look, now, for a few moments at 

II. THE PATTERN OF THIS ONElfi:SS. 

Perhaps it would be helpful at this point to say what this 
oneness is NOT, before we notice from the text what IT IS !  
11e hear a great deal about the ecumenical movement among 
churches today. Is  this what the Lord had in mind? John 17 
is often cited by ecumenical leaders as authority for what 
they are doing. 

Let us notice in passine; that the word, ecumenical, is not 
a bad '.;ord. In fact , it is a good ",ord. One definition 
that has been given for the word is that it means promoting 
2£ fostering Christian unity throughout � 'dorld. That is 
good! But vie must always bring things under the test given 
to them by the "lord of God to see if it is true or false. 
The Devil has a counterfeit for everything that is taught 
in Scripture . 

So let me speak, first of all ,  about • • • 

A. False unity. 

The ecumenical movement � � � � � the ",arId today 
r;-a false movement. 

It looks upon unity as outward. It is not based upon 
the truth of the I{ord of God, but it sacrifices that 
truth. It might better be spoken of as fostering uni­
formity, rather than unity. The main objective of those 
in the ecumenical movement is that ",e get together, and 
they are not concerned about the preservation of the 
truth in the so-called unity that they seek. In fact,  
they are so broad in their interests, that they would 
include religious groups that do not recognize Christ, 
nor the Bible,  nor the Biblical truth of salvation. 
Many ",auld include all world religions as ",ell as 
Christian groups which differ ",idely in what they 
believe. 

But this is not true, Biblical unity -- the unity for 
which our Lord ",as praying! 

B. True unity. 
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You have it stated clearly in 21 : "'rhat they all may 
be one ,  as thou, Father, art in me , and I in thee . "  

Thus we can say that: 

1 .  True unity has its foundation in God, not in man. 
The Lord is not talking about any other kind of 
unity than that which is based upon the truth con­
God, even the Persons of the Godhead, Their rela­
tionship to Each Other, and our relationship to Them. 

2. True unity is imlard and spiritual in character. 
Note how the Lord uses the little preposition, "in" 
-- "as thou, Father, art in me , and I in thee . "  

\Vho could possibly explain this fully? 

It certainly speaks of the oneness of their nature. 
It points also to the oneness of their purpose. It 
speaks of the oneness of their concern for the 
truth. Their is no more profound subject in all of 
Scripture than the subject of the relationship 
between the Father and His incarnate Son. 

Any unity that does not begin with God, and stay on 
that basis ,  recognizing the relationship between 
God and Christ as it is taught in Scripture , cannot 
be true Biblical unity ! 

But , to be even more specific , let us look more closely at • •  

III. THE PARTICULARS Of' '.rRIS ONENESS. To be se.e.n ',,,, .\:..h.e -t.ru."-
Chv..v-c..'h. ,  �� ..f;Ioc:h( Q� c..\t)'t"'.', 'ht:.. 

How important it is for us to understand this if we are to 
enjoy the blessing of God, and if we are to spend our time 
on that which will not only glorify God, but that which will 
bear fruit for all eternity. 

Who " ants to build with "wood, hay, stubble"? 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS SUBJECT IS TO BE SEEN IN THE FACT THAT 
THE LORD PRAYED SO SPECIFICALLY AND EARNESTLY FOR IT. Also, 
you should know that there is one book in the NT which is 
really devoted to this subject . I speak of Paul ' s  Epistle 
to the Ephesians. vie could call it � Epistle of Christian 
Unity. Read it again as soon as you can noting what Paul 
has to say in it about oneness,  about unity. But for now 
let us consider our Lord ' s  ;Iords in His prayer. 

A. The unity that our Lord prayed about includes only those 
Vlho believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation . 

Once you depart from this, you depart from what the Lord 



\"las praying about . 

This sho"s that it cannot include all 'lOrld religions. 
It cannot even include all church members, or even all 
Christian denominations.  It includes only those "ho 
through faith in Christ have ackno"ledged that they are 
sinners ,  and that only Christ by His death and resurrec­
tion can save them! 

But there is a second point closely connected Iii th this: 

B. The unity that our Lord prayed about includes absolute 
faith in the message of the Apostles. 

Note: " • them "hich shall believe on me through 
their word . "  

There seems little doubt but that by this statement our 
Lord ViaS referring not only to the preaching of the 
Apostles,  but also to their ,.riting! 

And the Apostles did not say anything that "as not fully 
supported by the teaching of our Lord in the Gospels ,  
nor did they in any "ay contradict the teaching of the 
Ot prophets !  

By our Lord ' s  "ords "e can see that faith comes through 
the 140rd. 

But we can also see this:  There can be no true , Bibli­
cal unity, which does not stand solidly upon all of the 
teaching of Scripture. In other 'Nords ,  "e do not set 
aside the Scriptures ,  agreeing not to talk about things 
Vie cannot all accept, but it is basinG' upon Scripture 
all that "e believe and teach. 

Let me mention two more things: 

C. The unity that our Lord prayed about is a unity based 
not only upon the oneness of the Father and the Son , 
but upon our union with them. 

Note again the first part of v. 21. 

The only possibility that even redeemed sinners could 
possibly be one with each other is through their person­
al oneness ",ith God and ",ith His Son. 

And this is the most practical of truths. His life is 
our life. His vlord is ",hat life believe. \<Ie are to be 
submissive to His ",ill. His purposes become the great 
desire of our hearts. I,e have no wisdom, no strength, 



no love, of our o,m. All that we are 8-'1d have that can 
possibly unite us we have in Christ -- and only in 
Christ !  

You and I will spend the rest of our lives learning what 
this means -- and perhaps it will take all of eternity, 
too ! 

The last particular is closely related to the one I have 
just mentioned, but the Lord has made special reference to 
it -- and so I shall do the same . 

D. The unity that Our Lord prayed about is a unity based 
upon "the glory" "'hich He has given to us. 

See v. 22. 

What is God' s glory? It is the revelation of Himself. 

"!hat does it mean that He has given His glory to us -­
the glory which the Father gave to Him? 

Obviously this must be spoken with reference to His 
humanity. See John 1 :  1 4 ,  "And the vlord was made flesh 

. . . " 

See the ultimate glory in Rom. 8 : 28-30. 

See it as it relates to us now: 2 Cor. 3 : 1 8. 

'!hat does this all mean? 

It means that we are unity by our common destiny, and 
by ",hat should be our common desire: to be like our 
dear Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Concl: Does this seem to be like the ecumencial movement? No , 
it is far from it. vie need to take the term away from 

those "'ho pervert it,  and le'G the ,·,orld know what true ecumeni­
cism is !  

This oneness is  what the "lOrld needs to  see today -- not a unity 
ignoring Christ and the Bible,  but a unity glorifying to God 
because of the pre-eminence it gives to the 'tlord and to Christ, 
a ill1ity of true believers which make no claim to any goodness 
except that which they have in Christ. 

Such unity among the people of God can lead to the great 
spiri tual awakening which ",e so desperately need today! 



'rm: FINAL REQUES'r 
John 1 7 : 24-26 

Intro : Prior to this final reguest 
Father for three things: 

Their preservation. 
Their sanctification. 
Their unification. 

our Lord has petitioned the 

At our first reading of verse 24 I'Ie might think that the Lord 
is finally concerned with their destination. But as I'Ie read it 
more carefully we will see that , ",hile destination is a vital 
part of His final request, the real request is for their 
glorification ! 

Surely, if our Lord "ere concerned enough about these things to 
pray about them, then they ought to be our daily concern. 

In the three verses of our text we have : 
I .  The Request of the Son (v. 24) . 

I I .  The Righteousness of the Father (v. 25) .  
III. The Revelation of the Father ' s  Name (v. 26) .  

I .  THE REQUEST OF THE SON (John 1 7 : 24 ) .  

There has been 
Lord expressed 
or His desire. 
translation. 

much 
this 
The 

discussion as to ,lhether or not our 
as His "ill , or simply as His request , 
Greek ",ord, 0 L)..vJ ,  ",ill permit either 

Perhaps the best thing to say is that it is both! 

It certainly is the ",ill of God and of Christ that believers 
be where they are. The Scriptures  are very clear on that . 

But it is also a blessing, isn ' t  it, to see that this is 
really what the Lord Jesus desires !  We could understand why 
",e ",ould want to be ;lhere He is ,  but it should pass our com­
prehension that this is 'lhat the Lord wants. And yet it is !  

Note that the reques t  is twofold (introduced in the Greek 
by two times that we have the word '{oJ 0.... ) , and then there is 
.§: reason given. 

A. The twofold request: 

1 .  "Father, I "'ill that they also, whom thou hast given 
me, be ",i th � where I am. "  

Cf. John 1 2 : 26 ;  14 : 1 -3 .  

In John 1 7 : 1 5  the Lord prayed that His disciples 
would not be taken out of the world �, but the 



time is coming " hen they ,{ill be taken out ! Cf. 
1 John 3: 1 ,  2. 

So it is not just a possibility, but an absolute 
certainty, a part of the eternal plan of God for us ! 

But why, specifically, does He want us in heaven -- in 
addition to the fact that He delights in us? Note the 
second part of the reason: 

2 .  "That they may behold my glory, \·!hich thou hast 
given me . "  

See the Lord ' s  requests for Himself in vv .  1 ,  5 .  

"Behold" means to  look "\{ith interest and for a 
purpose" (Thayer, p. 290 ) .  It includes t\{O things: 
1 )  To get a knowledge of the glory of our Lord. 
2)  To partake of that glory. 

What is  His "glory"? It is the divine majesty of 
our Lord. It is the manifestation of \{hat He is -­

His Deity, His perfections, etc. 

Note hoc! this has been a part of John ' s  Gospel in 
John 1 : 1 4; 2 : 1 1 ;  1 1 : 40 ;  and no\{ in John 1 7 .  

There i s  nothing that \{e have to do nOI{ that is  more 
vital than beholding the glory of Christ in the 
1liord. See 2 Cor. 3 : 1 8 . 

,!here do I{e see His glory in the ,lord? 
1 In the revelation of His Deity, His attributes.  
2 In the revelation of His humanity. 
3 In His Names. 
4 In His offices,  the positions vThich are His .  
5 In His works -- His miracles, His teaching, and 

especially in His \{ork at the Cross.  
These need to be the things that " e  are looking at 
every day, and \{e are certain to experience under 
the blessing of God the transforming effect of 
these truths! It is the purpose for "'hich our Lord 
wants us in heaven, and that " is one reason we need 
to be so concerned about it nm·!. 

This has been the interest and the experience of 
saints in the past : 
1 )  Abraham -- John 8 :  56. 
2) Moses -- Ex. 33: 1 8 .  
3 )  Job -- Job 1 9: 25-27 and Job 42 : 5 ,  6 .  (Use the 

second reference first. ) 
4) David -- Psa. 27: 4 .  
5 )  Isaiah -- John 1 2 : 41 . 



But then notice: 

B. The reason given: "for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. " 

vJhy would this be a reason? \>/hat does this statement 
mean? 

This statement , "before the foundation of the I,orld , "  
or  statements very similar, have to  do with the eternal 
purposes of God in salvation. 

Note 2 Tim. 1 : 9  where Paul , speaking of God, says, 
"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our Horks, but accord­
ing to his own purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the world began. " 

Salvation is not an after-thought with God. He was not 
taken by surprise by Adam ' s  sin. Salvation is a plan 
devised of God in all of its entirety "before the 
foundation of the world. " 

It is  in this sense that the Lord Jesus refers in our 
text to the fact that He was loved by the Father. And 
to prove it , note John 1 0: 1 7 :  

"Therefore doth my Father love me , because I lay 
down my life , that I might take it again. "  

The Lord Jesus Christ in John 17:24 presses this claim 
upon the Father that His own be >lith Him in heaven 
to behold His glory "because" the Lord was fulfilling 
the eternal plan of the Godhead in coming to provide 
salvation for sinners -- and the Father could not turn 
away from such a claim! ! !  

Eut nOl, let us notice, secondly, 

II. THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE FATHER (John 17:25). 

Three times in this verse you have our Lord using the same 
verb: It speaks of a knowledge that is:  

In its beginning stages .  
"A discriminating apprehension of external impressions" 
(Thayer, p. 1 1 8) . 

3 )  "A knowledge grcunded in personal experience" (Ibid. ) . 

Here the Lord is  at the close of His earthly ministry. The 
world as a whol e  had not even started to know Him. The 
disciples had made a start , but there was so much that they 
needed to know. Many feel that it is not right for everyone 
not to knol, the same things, but notice, if you will ,  that 



John 1 7 : 2t';-2h l.L)  

our Lord eX9resses Hi. s entire satisfaction ,lith things as 
they were. He has no objection to raise against the Father. 
And so He calls Him, "righteous Father. " 

Hhat a lesson for us , . too, as we think of the Gospel -- and 
as He consider our own trials and testings. The Father is  
always "righteous" in all that He does !  

Finally, note what our Lord says in concluding this great prayer 
concerning 

III. THE REVELATION OF THE FATHER' S  NAME (John 1 7 : 26 ) .  

T o  d e c l a r e ,  t o  make known t h e  F a t h e r ' s  Name i s  equ a l  
t o  s e e in g  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  Son . 

N o t e :  

A .  T h i s i s  wha t t h e  L o r d  h a d  h e en d o i n g : 
d e c l a r e d  u n t o  them thy nam e . " 

"And I have 

He had done t h i s  by what He Was in H im s e l f . H e  had 
done t h i s b y  H i s  work s .  He had d o n e � t h i s  b y  H i s  
teac h ing . I n  f a c t ,  H e  h a d  d one t h i s s o  p e r f e c t l y  
that i t  i s  r e c o r d e d  i n  John 14 : 9  t h a t  H e  s a i d ,  " H e  
tha t h a th s e e n  m e  h a t h  s e en t h e  F a t h e r . 

D .  "And vli l l  d e c l a r e  i t . " "" . S  " 5  what. .\\e "", ,, t.V\,-,es 
..t:...c A.a. 

In John 16 : 1 2 we have our Lord ' s  wo r d s  t o  H i s  
d i s c i p l e s : 1 1 1  have y e t  many t h i n g s  t o  s a y  u n t o  

you , but y e  c an n o t  b ea r  t h em now . 1 I 

P a u l  in 1 C o r . 8 : 2  wr o t e ,  
I1And if any man think that he: kn ovle t h  any 
t h in g ,  he k n ow e th n o thin g y e t  as he o u g h t  

t o  knoH .. 1 1  

T h e  L o r d  c on t in u e s  t o  r evea l t h e  F a th e r ' s  Nam e ,  
n o t  through H i s  own phy s i c a l  pr e s enc e 
on ear t h ,  
and n o t  through a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  Word o f  
G o d , 

but through the Wor d .  We n e e d  to r e a l i z e  t h i s  and 
t o  r e c o gn i z e  our need for i t .  

B u t  why ?  

c .  T h e  r e a s on :  I I T h a t  t h e  l ove wh erwi th thou h a s t  

l ov e d  m e  may b e  i n  t h em , a n d  I i n  t h em .  I I  

Who cannot s e e  a c onn e c t i on b e tween t h e s e  ver s e s  and 
s u c h  ver s e s  as John 14 : 2 1 ,  23 ;  1 5 : 9 ,  1 0 ? 



,I ohn 1 7 : 2 4 - 2 6 ( 5 )  

L earning o f  G o d  i s  t h e  founda t i on o f  everything 
e l s e .  Such knowl edg e p r o du c e s  i n  u s  b o t h  t h e  
d e s i r e  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  t o  b e  ob e d i en t .  An d ,  l i k e  
our Lord , o b e d i e n c e  b r i ng s a d d e d  man i f e s ta t i o n s  
o f  t h e  l ove o f  G o d , and o f  the v e r y  p r e s en c e  o f  
Chr i s t  in u s .  

Conc l :  T h e r e  i s  muc h  i n  John 1 7  t h a t  s e ems to g o  beyond 
our c omprehen s i o n .  And y e t ,  l ik e  every o ther 

p a s s a g e  of S c r i p tur e ,  t h e  more we c o n s i d er it and t h e  more 
we o b e d i en t l y e n t er into i t ,  t h e  more we s e e  r i ch a s p e c t s  
o f  t r u t h  t h a t  h a d  e s c a p ed our n o t i c e  b e f o r e .  And , what i s  
m o s t  impor ta n t ,  t h e  more we wi l l  b e  brought in t o  f e l lows h i p  
w i t h  our Lord - - enj o y ing , a s  w e  w i l l ,  t h e  r i c h  b l e s s ing s 
t h a t  a lway s  a c c ompany such a l i f e ! 

L e t  u s  n o t  worry about what we c a n n o t  u n d e r s tand . The L o r d  
wi l l  m a k e  t h a t  known t o  u s  in H i s  own t im e .  W h a t  i s  impor­
tant i s  that we l i v e  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of what we do u n d e r s t an d .  

L e t  u s  then l i ve . in t h e  c o n t emp l a t ion o f  Chr i s t ,  knowing 
some t h i n g  o f  t h e  b l e s s in g s  it b r i n g s  now, and that t h i s  i s  
t o  b e  our j oy throughout e t e rn i t y .  Med i ta t e  every day on 

C hr i s t  -- Hho He i s  ( H i s  a t t r i b u t e s ) , wha t He s a i d ,  what 
He d i d , H i s  Nam e s  and T i t l e s , and the h o p e  we have i n  H i m .  
T h e r e  w i l l  n o t  b e  r o om t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  t h a t  wi l l  
c om e .  



AN UPB.OIUl IN TIll� GAIill::i;N 

John 1 8 : 1 - 1 1 

Alternate titles: THE ARREST OF JESUS CfffiIST , or 
THE BETRAYAL OF JESUS CfffiIST . 

Intro : John ' s account is somewhat different from �Iatthe"" Mark 
and Luke ",hen ,le come to the suffering and death of 

Christ as it is about the life a.nd ministry of Christ. It is 
generally agreed that John 'Nrote later than the others ,  and this 
may account for its difference -- that the Spirit of God was 
using John to give us additional facts and a different emphasis .  

A reading of  the first 1 1  verses of John 18  "'ill indicate to  us 
that there is a threefold emphasis in these verses: 
1 )  'tie are concerned ,;i th the "garden" in vv. 1 ,  2.  vie are 

not told ",hy the Lord ",as there except for the fact that 
this "as the place ",here Judas would expect to find Him 
"for Jesus oftimes resorted thither with his disciples . "  
From the other Gospels ",e know that the Lord Jesus "'as there 
to �, but John is pointing out the fact that our Lord was 
actually going '",here His enemies '",auld be able to find Him. 

2) 'tie see the Lord, secondly, in His relationship "'i th Judas 
and the men ,;ho had come "from the chief priests and Phari­
sees" to arrest our Lord. This is in vv. 3-9 -- the longest 
part of the passage . Consistent ",ith the fact that the Lord 
"auld deliberately come to the very place ",here He ",auld be 
taken by His enemies,  "e see in these verses both the glory 
and the authority of our Lord. 

3) Finally, in the last t",o verses (vv. 10 ,  1 1 )  ",e see our 
Lord dealing ",ith the courageous but foolish Peter, and using 
even these circumstances to teach the Apostle "'hom He intend­
ed to use so mightily in the coming days. 

In all three of these sections there are some very important 
lessons for us -- and ",e ",ant to be sure to note ;That those are. 

1 .  THE LORD JESUS ENTERING THE GARDEN (John 1 8 :  1 ,  2 ) .  

As I have mentioned before, the Lord ",as there primarily to 
pray. John does not record our Lord ' s  prayers in the 
garden probably because the other Gospel ",riters have done 
so,  and also because John has recorded the prayer that \1e 
have just considered in John 1 7 .  

Notice three things about this:  
1) First (and this is "here I ",ant to  place the emphasis on 

these t\10 verses) , the fact that the Lord "ent there. 
2)  Second, the fact that He \1ent there "ith His disciples. 
3 )  Third, the fact that Judas kne", that He ",auld go there. 

This last fact is ,;hat makes the action of Judas so deplor-



able .  Nothing i s  sacred to  him. He "QuId use the very 
place "here he had been with the Lord many times, and the 
place where he knew that the Lord would be in prayer "lith 
His Father. But nothing is actually sacred to a man who 
",as unregenerate like Judas ",as ! 

But 

�� 
look at these facts wi'th me for a moment -- and notice: 
What they ,tell us about the Lord, and 
The lessons for us to learn. 

A. As the Lord approached the Cross ,  one thing ",as certain: 
the Lord Jesus ,JQuld f2. to � Father in prayer. 

And Judas knew this !  

\fuat an amazing reputation for the Lord Jesus to  have 
>lith His disciples !  They knel, the vi tal place that 
communion \>lith the Father had had in His life upon 
earth, and they kne>l that without fail He "lOuld go to 
Gethsemane in this,  the darkest of all hours in His 
earthly ministry! 

Is  this what you and I do? Do >Ie have this kind of a 
reputation among those who knO\, us the best? When we 
even think that trouble is coming, or when we are in the 
midst' of it, what place does prayer have -- prayer that 
means real communion ",ith the Father? 

Oh, "'hat peace \>Ie often forfeit , 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer! 

Let our hearts be open to the Lord concerning this as 
1;le think of Him in the garden. 

But the second part is also important: 

B .  As the Lord approached the Cross ,  He not only went to 
the place where He loved to pray, but He took His 
disciples there � �. 

Spurgeon says that our Lord di� this for ,t"o reasons: 
1 )  Because the disciples need�it. 
2) Because He needed the disciples. 

'tie do not know if the Lord actually prayed with His 
disciples. He took Peter and James and John with Him 
and ,then even left them as He "ent on into the inner 
part of the garden, M � cannot ignore � fact .1!ll!:i 
He took them "ith Him .:!:£ the garden. 

lie all "ant others to pray !.£E. us , but do I-Ie realize the 
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importance, the pOl,rer, the blessinb' o f  having others 
pray � us? 

Cf. Matt . 1 8: 1 9 , 20 . He has even promised to j oin such 
a prayer meeting. "Again I say unto you, That if two 
of you shall agree on earth • • •  " 

But let us go on to the seoond main point in our text: 

II.  THE LORn JESUS WITH JU1lAS JOO) HIS OTHER ENEllIES WHO HAD COME 
TO ARREST HIM (John 18 : 3-9) . 

It is important that ,re get the right perspective here. We 
have been learning in many vlaYs through the first 1 7  chapters 
of John that Jesus Christ is Q£S. -- identical in His Deity 
wi th the Father. Therefore, ,,,e must not have the idea that 
the Lord was taken by surprise, or that He \.as outnumbered 
by His enemies, or that this was a situation out of His 
control . And John uses t,1O incidents at this time to help 
us to see that our Lord ;ras sovereignly in control even at 
this crucial moment . 

These t\'iO incidents have to do : 
1 )  'IIi th something the Lord did. 
2) Hith something that the LQ;d said. 

A. The manifestation of His glory (John 1 8 : 3-6 ,  esp. vv. 
4-6) • 

If we ,rere to ask John what oooasions he had in mind 
when he wrote John 1 : 14 ,  he would surely mention this. 

There ;ras a display of the eternal glory of the Son of 
God here in the garden -- and our Lord ' s enemie s  fell 
helplessly " t o  the ground" when this happened! 

All He said ;ras, " " -- "I  am he . "  And this 
should bring back the times in John ' s  Gospel when it 
is recorded that He said, "I am • • . " vlha t He ;ras on 
those occasions, � � � � very mome-;;t! 

-
-- --

Be sure to remember this as you study the passion of our 
Lord. He never ceased to be the Lord. He was in com­
plete control throughout the \.,hole time. 

B. 'rhe Lord ' s  care for His disciples (John 18 : 7-9) .  

Twice the Lord asked them, "Whom seek ye?" 

And twice they had responded by saying, "Jesus of 
Nazareth. " 

And it was then that the Lord issued a command: "If 



thorefore yo seek me, let these E2.. -their way. IT 

And then John tells us in v. 9 � He said it. 

Do you wonder why the disciples were not taken, too -­

especially after Peter did what he did in v. 1 0? There 
is just one reason: The Lord ;louJ.d not let His disciplee 
be taken ! \&en the Lord says , "No , "  all of the men on 
earth cannot prevail against Him! 

Ho", important it is to see this !  If you do not ,  then you 
cannot possibly understand the events ",hich folIo,;. 

But here .again -- note the meaning for you and for me: The 
Lord is in absolute control of our circumstances,  too. And 
this is the basis of our peace. 

But let us hurry on to the last point: 

III. 'rHE LORD JESUS IVITH THE APOSTLE PETER ( John 18 :  1 0, 1 1 ) .  

'IIha t an amazing ignorance of the "layS of the God Peter 
manifested at this time ! Ho" quickly he resorted to hmnan 
measures to protect the Lord! And this ",as in spite of the 
fact that the Lord had been deaUng with him about this very 
thing! Read Hatt. 1 6: 2 1 -23. 

There are some ",onderful lessons for us all in the ",ords 
which our Lord spoke to Peter in v. 1 1 .  

\mat are we to do in times of suffering, of tribuJ.ation, of 
danger, or persecution? 

A. Our Lord told Peter to put away the use of any measures 
we might employ on our own: "Put up they sword into 
the sheath. "  

Vie usually do this after we have exhausted every human 
measure, but our Lord told Peter that this is the way to 
begin to deal ;lith your problems. 

This does not mean that Vie do not go to a doctor if He 
are sick, but it does mean that ;le do not launch out on 
our o;m plan, disregarding the, will of God! 

B. Our Lord told Peter to see the Father' s hand in the 
trials that come upon us . 

The Lord did not look upon this as something "lhich Judas 
;las doing, or that the scribes and Pharisees ;lere doing, 
but as something that the Father was dOing! 

DHell on that question: " . . . the cup which my Father 
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h ;-i tll g i ven m e ,  s ha l l  I n o t  d r ink i t 'l l ! N o t e :  l illY 
F a  ther . I I  

Thoma s M a n t o n  s a y s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  c u p s  s p o k en 
o f  in S c r i ptur e :  
1 )  T h e  cup o f  s a lvat i on , in P s a lm 1 1 6 : 1 3 ,  

" 1  �l i l l  tak e t h e  c u p  o f  s a l v a t i o n , a n d  
c a l l  u p on the name o f  t h e  Lord . "  

2 )  T h e  cup o f  c on s o l a t i on ,  men t i oned in J e r .  16 : 7. 
3 )  The cup o f  t r i bu l a t i on - - wh i c h  i s  what we have 

h e r e .  I t  is s poken o f  a l s o  in P s a .  1 1 : 6 .  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i ng t o  th ink o f  l i t h e  c u p l!  i n  c on n e c ­
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Lord ' s  Supper - - a cup o f  su f f er ing 
f o r  the Lo r d , but a cup of s a l va t i on and c o n s o l a ­
t i on f o r  u s .  

But , i n  s p e a k i n g  o f  l i the  CUp , 1 I the L o r d  d o e s  n o t  
l o ok a t  s e c ond c a u s e s ,  n o r  even t o  G o d  a s  God , but 
t o  G o d  as l imy F a t h e r " ! 

J o b  r e c ogn i z e d  t h e  hand o f  G o d  in h i s  s u f f er ing s :  
"The L o r d  hath g iven , the L o r d  hath taken away ; 
b l e s s e d  b e  t h e  name o f  the Lor d "  ( J ob 1 : 2 1 ) .  

S o  d i d  Davi d  when S h i m e i  cur s e d  h im :  " 

L o r d  hath b i d d en h im "  ( 2  Sam . 16 : 1 1 ) .  
. t h e  

J o s eph n e e d s  a l s o  t o  b e  a d d e d  to t h i s  l i s t :  "As 
for you , y e  thought e v i l  a g a i n s t  me , but God meant 
it for g o o d "  ( G e n .  50 : 2 0 ) .  

Read R e b .  1 2  t h e  same teaching i s  t h er e !  

S o  t h r e e  t h i n g s s tand ou t :  

1 .  A s  w i th our Lo r d ,  t h e r e  i s  f o r  u s  the c u p  o f  
s u f f e r i n g .  

2 .  It  i s  pr epar e d  and g i ven t o  u s  b y  our h e a v e n l y  
Father. 

3 .  We mu s t  d r ink i t .  T h e  d e l ig h t  i s  n o t  in t h e  
s u f f e r ing i t s e l f ,  but in w h a t  t h e  L o r d  i s  
a c c om p l i sh in g  through t h a t  su f f e r i ng . 

Con c l :  T h r e e  g r e a t  l e s so n : our Lord ' s  suppl i c a t i on s , 
our Lord � s  s o v er e i g n t y ,  
o u r  L o r d ' s  s u f f e r i n g .  

May our h e a r t s  b e  open to what t h e  L o r d  i s  t e a c h ing u s .  



CHRIST DENIED AND DEFAI'li':D 
John 1 8 : 1 2-27 

Intra: Approximately 700 years before the events recorded in 
our text took place, the Prophet Isaiah wrote the 

follOl'iing words about the Messiah: 
"He is despised and rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our 
faces from him; he was despised, and "e esteemed him 
not . 1t 

When I speak of CHRIST DENIED MID DEFAMED I am referring to the 
treatment He received from one of His disciples as "ell as from 
His enemies (who "ere religious men) . He "as DENIED by Peter -­

Vlho repudiated every charge that he ,,,as a disciple . Our Lord 
'·/as DEFMlED BY His enemies -- Vlho did everything that they could 
to attack His reputation, and to slander Him! 

Thus , Vlhether Vie look at Peter, or at the unbelieving Je,lS, it 
is hard to imagine a situation more amazing than what "Ie have in 
our text . And then to add to the surprising circumstances "e 
need only to look at the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of all 
of the people Vlho are involved in His life at this time. 

Our 

�l 
3) 

1 .  

text authorizes us to look in these three directions: 
At the hardness , the spiritual blindness of the JeVis. 
At the weakness and failure of the Apostle Peter. 
At the submission and majesty of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

THE HARDNESS , T}lE SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS OF THE JEWS (John 18 :  
1 2-14 ,  1 9-24) . 

To bring out the deplorable spiritual condition of the 
hearts of these religious men , I "ant to go back to the 
passage we had last Vleek to remind you of two events, and 
then look at tViO issues in our text for today. 

A. The t;1O events from the preceding passage : 

1 .  The manifestation of the glory of Christ 

2 .  The healing of Malchus ' ear. 

in v. 6. 

In v. 10 "e see 1'{hat Peter did to Malchus. Ho"ever, 
Luke tell us Luke 22: 51  that our Lord "touched his 
ear (L e . , Malchus ' ) , and healed him . "  

There is nothing that will bring out the true nature of 
men any better than to see "hat they will do when they 
are exposed to the light of Christ. If any ·men will be 
wi thout excuse ,  these men 'dill be. They were throl;D to 
the ground by His glory, and they saw Him performamiracle 

, 



.Te h:: 12- :  1 2-27 ( 2 )  

riCht before their very eyes (and even on one of His 
enemies) -- and yet it all meant nothing to them. Our 
text for today begins ,;i th these words: 

"Then the band and the captain and officers of 
the Jews took Jesus, and bound him, and led him 
a\-lay • • ." 

This certainly confirms the story which the Lord told 
about the rich. man and Lazarus . The rich man wanted 
Abraham to send Lazarus back from the dead to tell his 
five brothers so that they Hould not come to that place 
of torment . Do you remember the conversation recorded 
at the end of Luke 1 6? Abraham refused to send Lazarus 
back from the dead, saying, 

" • • • They have Moses and the prophets ;  let them 
hear them. And he (L e . , the rich man) said, Nay, 
father Abraham: but if one ,.,ent unto them from the 
dead, they Hill repent. And he said unto him, If 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither ",ill 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead" 
(Luke 1 6: 29-31 ) .  

Some of you might feel that you '[QuId believe if you 
could see some kind of a mi.racle. Or others of you feel 
that your loved ones ",ould believe if they could see a 
miracle .  But remember: PEOPLE WHO REJECT THE WOR]) OF 
GOD HILL NOT BE CONVINCED BY ANYTHING, EVEN "THOUGH ONE 
ROSE FROM THE DEAD. " 

But there are tHO other things to notice ",hile we are think­
ing about the Je>!s Hho came to take the Lord Jesus. You 
",ill find them in v. 1 9: 

B. '1'he t",o things brought up by the high priest: 

1 .  His disciples. 

2. His doctrine. 

What a contrast there ",as betHeen these t';Q . "His 
disciples" ",ere far from " hat they should have been 
as could be seen in Peter. But there ,las nothing Hrong 
Hith "his doctrine" ! That ",as perfect. 

Will you notice that the Lord spoke only of "his doc­
trine"? Let us be careful that our observation of the 
faults and ",eaknesses of the Lord' s people does not turn 
us away from the truth of His vlord. His vlord is the 
crux of the matter! And it Has ridiculous for Caiaphas 
to plead ignorance because the Lord had made no attempt 
to hide >!hat He had been teaching, nor had He taught His 
disciples one thing privately and another doctrine to the 



people publi.cly. 
ed at least four 
the Temple !  See 

In fac t ,  the Apo stl e John has mention­
times when the Lord taught publicly at 
John 2 : 1 3 ;  5 : 1 ;  7 : 1 4; 1 0: 22 .  

-

But even if the Jews at looked at "his disciples" ,,,i th 
open hearts ,  they would not have been able to explain 
why they ,/ere the Vlay they Vlere (Vlith all of their sins 
and \feaknesses) apart from the Vlork of the grace of God! 

But let us GO on to think for a fe\f minutes about Peter. 

II.  THE VrEAKNESS Ai'ill FAILURE OF THE APOSTLE PETER (John 1 8 : 1 5-18, 
25-27 ) .  

In 
by 
.to 
1 ) 

� �  
4) 

order to understand an event like the denial of our Lord 
Peter, Vie need to bring at least four previous events 
this event:  
The request Vlhich Satan had made concerning Peter. See 
Luke 22: 31 . 
The self-confidence of Peter. See Luke 22 : 33 .  
The prediction made by the Lord in Luke 22: 34. 
The prayerlessness of Peter (and James and John) in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. See Luke 22:45,  46. 

All of these things have a ,leakening and a blinding effect 
on us as the people of God: 
1 � The ;lOrk of Satan. 
2 Our OVID self-confidence . 
3 Prayerlessness. 
They .£§£l only be corrected � the � through His ,lord! 

And there is no other Vlay for us to explain the fact that 
Peter could deny the Lord one time after another than that 
these factors were at ;!ork in his heart . 

Why � all of � ,;ri tten about Peter except to serve 2 
a warning to us? "Wherefore let him that thinketh he 
-;tandeth take heed lest he fall" ( 1  Cor. 1 0: 1 2 ) .  "For ,,,e 
\frestle not with flesh and blood • • • Vlherefore take unto 
you the whole armour of God • • • Praying ahrays \fith all 
prayer • • •  " (Eph. 6: 1 2 ,  1 3 ,  1 8 ) .  

I cannot say positively that Vlhat I am about to say i s  true , 
but one of the early church fathers has Vlritten two things 
about Peter which are at least ,;orth our consideration: 
1) One was that he never heard a rooster croVi after this 

2) 
;ri thout tears coming to his eyes .  
The other -- that there Here lines 
down from both eyes because of the 
over his denial of the Lord. 

on his cheeks running 
tears he had shed 

Let us not miss the lessons \fe need to learn from Peter. 
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Finally vie come to 

III. THE SlIBHISSION AN]} THE JIlAJESTY OF OUR 101ID JESUS CHRIST 
(John 18 : 1 2-14,  1 9-24) . 

I will take just a moment with this even though this i s  the 
most glorious part of our text. 

11ay I leeep before you the truth that we spent time on last 
Lord ' s  Day in looking at the preceding passage -- the truth 
of the absolute sovereignty of our Lord Jesus Christl There 
� .:!2!!£ � only two reasons "hy these Je"ls, blinded l2;l:: � 
� of their � hearts ,  couJ.d take � Lord, � bind Him 
E � criminal , and lead H!!!! away. 

� first is  stated by Peter in the ''lords he used on the 
Day of Pentecost in Acts 2 : 23 :  

"Him ( speaking of Christ ) , being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and forekno;lledge of God, ye have 
taken , and by "licked hands have crucified and slain. "  

The second i s  stated by our Lord Himself in John 1 0 :  1 8  ';lhere 
He speaks of His life: 

"No man taketh it from me, but I lay it do"m of myself. 
I have pOl;er to lay it do"m, and I have povler to take 
it again. This commandment have I received of my 
Father. If 

Bishop J. C .  Ryle (Vol. II ,  p. 476 )  has said, 
"Surely if there is any doctrine of the Gospel "hich 
needs to be clearly known, it is the doctrine of 
Christ ' s  voluntary substitution. He suffered and died 
\Villingly and unresistingly, because He knew that He 
had come to be our substitut e ,  and by substitution 
to purchase our salvation . "  

Concl: So there are lessons for everyone here -- some of the 
most important lessons we can ever learn. 

If you do not know Christ as your SaVior, I hope you have seen 
that your desire to see something spectacular is only an evidence 
of how deeply rooted your heart i s  in sin. God has given you 
the strongest possible witness in His Word. ' Open your heart to 
the \-lord today, and believe \Vha.t God has said. If you turn away 
from the liford, there is  no other hope. 

For those of us "lho know the Lord, may this passage serve to 
teach us: 1 �  The very real power of Satan. 
2 '1'he folly of trusting in ourselves instead of the 
3 The daily need we have for prayer -- much prayer. 

Lord. 



CHRIST Hi THE JUDGHENT HALL 
John 18: 28-40 

Intro: No one can read the record of the Hay in ,·,hich the JeHs 
sought to hurry the Lord Jesus off to death Hithout being 

a,lare of the fact that they had several reasons (brought out very 
'"ell by MattheH Henry, Vol . V, p. 1 1 82 ) :  
1 )  They ,;anted to get the Romans involved in it so that they 

Hould not get the blame. This ,  too, Hould make it more 
legal . 

2)  They Hanted to get the case settled before the masses of the 
people kneH Hhat Has going on. They Hould have been less 
likely to support the Lord after a verdict had been given 
than they ,/QuId have if the outcome Here still in doubt. 

3) They obviously Hanted to humiliate the Lord as much as 
possible by having Him crucified. This Has the most dis­
graceful ,laY of executing criminals .  

All of  this had to be in their minds, especially when you con­
trast the way they treated the Lord in comparison with the way 
Stephen Has treated later when they martyred him by stoning him 
to death! 

But let me point out another fact to you from the passage that 
we have before us this morning. It is this that I want to 
develop in my message . 1. want you to � that , in addition to 
the fact that the Lord Jesus Has on trial , both the JeHS and 
Pila�ere also o;trial ! This has to be the case when they 
Here dealing ,,,i th the Son of God. Our Lord ' s  course was laid 
out from eternity past. And He could have destroyed His enemies 
",i th just a Hord. But they H-;;:e being tried concerning their 
attitude toward the Lord Jesus Himself -- a decision that Hould 
have eternal consequences on each one . of them who turned against 
Him. 

And so let us look this mornine at Hhat happened "'hen Christ ",as 
taken before Pilate,  but let us look, first of all ,  at the trial 
of the Je11s, and then at � t"ial of Pilate. 

-_ .  

1 .  THE JEI,S ON TRIAL (John 18 : 28-32, 38-40 ) .  

Note three things : Their hypocrisy, 
Their pride, and 
Their depraved judgment . 

A .  Their hypocrisy -- brought out by t,/Q things: 

1 .  Their attitude about defilement . See v. 28 . 

2 .  Their out11ard concern for ,;hat what Has "la"ful . "  
See v. 31 . 

Concerning the first of these, in v. 28 , you can see 
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th,3.t , like most hypocrites ,  they �rere more concerned 
about outClard defilement than they were about true 
defilement -- the defilement 2i � heart ! 

Here religion is always like this. 

Or , instead of seeking inward cleansing first that the 
outer life may be clean, a hypocrite will try to cle��se 
the heart by merely reforming his out",ard habits.  

Be sure that you are not deceived about this. If you 
are to be clean, the heart must be clean -- and only God 
can cleanse your heart of all of its defilement.  

But there is another interesting point regarding the 
hypocrisy of the Je;ls: There "las nothing in the OT 
Scriptures to indicate that going into the Judcment Hall 
would defile them and render them unclean for the Pass­
over. THIS viAS ONE OF THE TRAnITIONS OF THE ELDERS ! 
Thus they were doing another things that hypocrites will 
do -- THEY \VERE PLACING THE 'dORDS OF l1EN ABOVE THE WORD 
OF GOD! 

And this leads us to see their hypocrisy in being con­
cerned about that ,.,hich ,.,as "lawful . "  The 'ilord of God 
i,rill not lead us to such an inconsistent place as the 
Je",s had put themselve in. They claimed to be abiding 
by the law of Rome "rhile they were condemning an abso­
lutely innocent Han -- a thing which would not have been 
tolerated even by the strict interpretation of Roman law. 

But this is not all "'hen Cle are looking at the "ray in "'hich 
the JeCls condemned themselves .  Note: 

B. Their pride. 

This ,  too , is brought out in t,ofO Clays. 

1. The way they spol(e to Pilate in v. 30 -- their 
impudence. 

After all ,  they Clere the underlings -- he was the 
one in authority over them. And yet they talked to 
him as though he ought to be ashamed for questioning 
their word. 

But there is another thing that is evidence of pride in 
v. 30: 

2. The indication that they had already decided upon 
the guilt of the Lord Jesus , and, therefore , the case 
was already decided. 



Nan I S �ride I·lill al"lays lllake him feel that his 
opinion is the right one, and that anybody "ho dis­
agTees "ith him has to be ",rang! Hany people seal 
their olm doom eternally because they blindly think 
that they are right -- \"hen they are just as ",rang 
as these Je",s "'ere Hho stood outside of Pilate ' s  
Judgment Hall.  

But there i s  one another point by "'hich the Je"rs sho",ed that 
they ",ere ",orthy of judgment themselves :  

C .  '.i'hcir depraved decision (John 1 13 : 3 9 ,  40) .  

The Jews cried out for the release of Barabas. John 
mentions only that he "las "a robber, "  ,,,hich v,ras bad 
enouGh. But l1ark tells us that Barabas was also an 
insurrectionist , and that he had committed murder in 
the insurrection. ON ALL THREE POINTS HE I'IAS GUILTY OF 
VIOLATING THE 110SAIC LAI" And yet ,  in their depravity, 
they showed no concern about Hho Has rj,cht before God 
so Great \·ras their hatred for the Lord Jesus and so 
intent Vlere they on see inc that He Has put to death! 

,!hat Hould be your verdict ree;arding the Je\·rs -- were they 
right , or vlrong' ; innocent , or guilty? 

Let these circumstances s.tJeak to yOill' own heart . It may be 
that some of you thi s marnine are just as needy as these 
JCHS \'rere Hho SOUGht the death of the Lord Jesus Chris t !  

But let us GO o n  t o  the second trial : 

I I .  PILATE OTT 'rRIAL ( John 1 0 : 33-40 ) . 

All men are "\·ri thout excuse , "  but Pilate 'dill  not be able to 
find ',",ords to explain htD reactioCl to Christ in the Gospel 
in the day of judtcnent . 

Not e :  

A.  The Lord ' s  direct dealinc vrith Pilate> (John 1 8 :  33,  34) . 
Pilate fel t that he 'das examininG' the Lord Jesus , but 
the actual fact "" as that the Lord Jesus \vas exaLlinine 
him. Pilate ",as on trial before the Lord! 

This is evid0nce of the Lord ' s  concern for Pilat e .  

B .  Pilate ' s  questions. 

Hhere could you find a better list of questions than the 
questions \·rhich Pilate asked the Lord? All of the right 
ones arc hore -- if only he had l istened to the JJord , 



Look at the que stions: 

, u l '  . '-- - , :., 

1 • In v .  33: "Art thOll the KinC' of the Jews?" 

2. In v .  35:  "Am I a Jew?" 

3 .  In v. 35 al so : "What hast thou done?" 

Ij .  In v .  37 , lik3 v .  33 :  "Art thou a king then?" 

5. In v. 38: "What is truth?" 

, 
, j 

Pilate did not l eave out anythinG' that Has essential . 
He asked about '!lho the Lord Has , 

His Hark s ,  
The truth -- a que stion about the Hord of 

God , 
and finally about where he stood in relation to all of 
thi s :  "Am I a Jews?" -- meaninc, AE2 I ,� follower of 
the God of the Jews'! -- -- - --

Unfortunately he asked these questIons either as a Roman 
official , or as 8hm/ine; hi s contempt for the Lord. It is 
very likely that ever since Pilate died he has been 
tormented by the fact that he asked the most important 
questions that a mall can ask, but paid no attention to 
Hhat the Lord said. Hi s only interest >las official -­
not personal ! 

Hhat about you? 

The condemnation of Pilate i s  just "'hen \<Ie sec 

C .  His verdict conc erning Christ -- in v .  38 , 

D .  H i s  cOHardly propo si.tion - - i n  v. 39 .  

Oh, I plead Hith you this morning - - do . not let your posi­
tion, or your fear of man , or anything else cause you to 
turn a deaf ear to the Lord and to His 1:lord, like Pilate did! 
It i s  not only important to ask good quest ions , but to £'et 
the r�ght answers , and then to do, the only thine that can 
resul t in your escape from jUdt;ment . "Bel ieve in th8 Lord 
J.2SUS Christ II 

But there is one more point in ou�' text -- the most ''londerful , 
the E,ost in',Jortant of all : 

I I I .  'EH.,: 'i'C;S'fINOHY OF OUR LORD J.c:SUS CHRIST (John 10 : 33-3'1 ) .  



Joh ! l '  . .  

There arc r� cvc::,c.l th L I ! �': OI ; 1 '  'ortar:c0 here . 

A .  The evicicncc o f  divine providence i n  \-That the Lord had 
said previously about Hi s death -- and the \fay that He 
Houlii ciie (Jacm 1 fJ : 3 1 , 3 2 ) . 

JVTatthm'l Henry (V, 1 18� ) mak:es the follo1:Jing' comment 
rcgaI'ding God 1 3 ��)rovidsntial cLealings in all of thi s :  

11 • • • even tJlose ""ho desiL-ned the defeating 
of Chri st ' s  sayings '.-lere , beyond their intentio:'i 
,::ade serviceable to the fulfilling of the," by 
an overruling hand of God. • • Even the chief 
T)r i e s t s ,  whi le the;y :)er.s8cutGd him as .§. deceivel', 
had their 81)iri t 80 directed as to help to 
"rove hirr. true , Hhan He should think that by 
takL1G other measures they might have defeated 
his predictio�s . '1 

B .  '],h : e xplanation that our Lord gave to Pilat" (John 1 8 :  
36,  37 ) .  

I t  \·Iould take at least a H1 101e  service to attemrt an 
adequate expo si tion of these tHO verse s ,  but l e t  me 
just point out the main features abo'�lt Hhat QUI.' Lord 
'lad to say , leaving the details for another time . 

1 .  About H i s  k.inG"dolIl (for H() ;"Tas a Kine) -- it ldas "not 
of this ;/OI"lU" (v. 3Ga) -- meaning that l C  dill not 
o�::'it;inatc Oil earth, nor -"�las it prof,loted by \'lorldly 
;;iean s .  

2 .  About Hi s " servants" -.- They were being train-ed in 
llifferent meflSl.lrCS of offense and defense -- such 
as lJrayer 1 faIth, patienc e ,  love, etc . 

About His mission (v .  37m) -- the �)reaching and 
teaching of the d,octrines of God , the doctrines 
-,,,hich ''t/8 have in the Scriptures -- 'tlhich is onr 
rl'.i_ ssion t oday as ld811 � 

Finally • 

4.  About His .suc c e s s  (v .  :rib) -- " .�very one that :L 8 of 
the truth heareth my voi c e .  II 

Does 
1 0 :  

this not remind you of our Lord ' s  vtords in 
"Ny sheep hear H:y voic e, and I kom'l thd[i, 
and they follOl'i me , And I give unto them . 

John 

I cOli:ll:end theGc t,':IO verses to you for your seri ous and 
prayerf1l.1 Leditation if you arc concerned about serving 

" 
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� " 10 1, �':! fai.-tt�i'�) _ _  ''-- ly c:mu o1'fe8 ti vely. If YI.Jl.l fo lIc')'.,! "I.;:-w 

t'8achinL:: of O1l1' Lord i. n t'1cce t�·,TO vcrr;es , you cannot 6'0 
astray. 

And yet Pilate did. as 80 o:iany do , even many who claim to be 
the ,eo ')112 of God -- he shrugged it all off 'dith his con­
teIi�J,-ltuous, ffHhat i s  trut h?1I  -- as thouGh i t  lde're:; irnpos sible 
to anSHOI' �:;uch a question. 

Concl : What does th i s  p a s s a ge teach u s ?  

Many thin g s  - - but l et m e  concentrate on on e .  I t  i s  thi s : 
When any per son s ets him s e l f  to pas s judgment on the Lord , 
h e  is the one who is to b e  condemn e d , not the Lord i That 
wa s true of the J ews in our p a s s ag e ;  that wa s a l so true of 
P i l a  te . 

Therefor e ,  l et u s  li sten to the Lord. The wor d s  that H e  
s p e a k s  a r e  spirit , a n d  they a r e  l i f e. A s  with God , s o  with 
Christ - - l et Him b e  true though it means that every man 
is a liar ! Let u s  f ea r  l e st we ever b e  in a pos ition that 
p l a c e s  u s  aga i n s t  C hr i st .  He i s  l i the truth , "  and there i s  
no g r eater wisdom than for u s  t o  h e a r  Him , and to b e l i e v e  
Him, a n d  t o  trust Him com p l ete l y  i n  a l l  of the circumstanc E  
o f  our lives. 

The J ews cou l d  not do away with th e Lor d ;  nor cou l d  P i l a t e  
survive i n  cond emning Him . T h e  L o r d  lives and reign s ,  
"and wh soever b e l i eveth on him sha l l  not b e  a s ham e d "  
( Rom. 9 : 3 3 b ,  cited from I sa. 28 : 16 ) .  


