
DIVINE INSIGH'rS CONCERNING I'I'tAN 
John 7:1-13 

Intro: Whenever men set them selves against the Lord, we have 
the best opportunity to see what is in man. Men are 

alway s seen at their worst when compared with .. the One Who is the 
greate st of all. 

Such is the picture of man which we have in our text. 

Notice first • • • 

I. The TREACHERY of the Jews  (John 1 7 : 1, 2 ) .  

And concerning this, see 

A. The intensity of it. They wanted to kill Him. Can we 
really explain this, or imagine what it would be like to 
have such feelings in your heart toward the Son of God. 

John does not mean that all men feel this way, but the 
capacity is there in every man! 

B. The continuation of it. 

We first read of this attitude toward the Lord on the 
part of the Jews in John 5 : 1 8 .  To see how much time 
had gone by, we note in John 6 :4  the mention of "the 
Passover" which was observed on the 14th day of the 
first month of the Jewish calendar. 

John 7 has to do with the time of the Feast of Taber
nacles -- which was observed on the 15th day of the 
seventh month. 

And so for over 6 months the Jew s  had felt this way. It 
wa s an attitude which had not died away. And it had 
reached such·a peak that it was no longer safe for the 
Lord to be in Judea. 

C. The center of it -- not only in Jerusalem, but al so at 
the very place where the people would gather on their 
fea st days to obey and to worship the Lord! 

Thu s we are taught that the Lord Je su s Christ is often 
hated the mo st among people who claim to be the people 
of God and among those who outwardly obey the teachings 
of Scripture! He often is hated the mo st where He should 
� loved � mo-;t! 

- -- --- --

II. The TESTING by His brothers (John 7:3-5) -- and observe very 
carefully the statement in v. 5·: They did !!£! believe! 
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Since when has the Lord asked men what He should do? Long 
before this Isaiah had raised the questions: 

"Who hat h directed t he Spirit of t he Lord, or being 
his counsellor hath taught him? With whome took he 
counsel ,  and who instructed him, and taught him i n  
t he pat h of judgment , and taught him lmowledge , and 
shewed to him the way of understanding? " ( Isa. 40: 
13, ;14). 

Even real believers sometimes make this mistake -- t hinking 
that we know what the Lord ought to do. 

And actuall y  this sounds like advice the Lord might get from 
some Christians t oday. His brothers suggest t hat B& do two 
things: 

A. To do what His disciples would expect Him to do -- for 
their support and encouragement ( v. 3).  

B.  To do spectacular things which would impress the 
unbelievers ( v. 4). 

But when John tells us t hat His brothers did not believe in 
Him, he is telling uS t hat this is the wisdom of men, 
spiritually blinded to the truth, u nable to know the ways 
of the Lord -- and here they are telling the Lord what He 
ought t o  do. 

Have you ever heard these suggestions from anybody? In many 
areas the C hurch operates on these two principles!  

Undoubtedly the Lord felt the pressure as we often feel 
it t oday! But He refused to give over to them. 

But notice another thing: 

III. The TIMING. 

Two 

� � 
times the Lord says: 
"My time is not yet c ome" ( v. 6) . 
"My t ime is  not yet full c ome" ( v. 8) . 

It is  hard for us t o  learn t hat TIMING is important t o  the 
Lord -- so that it is not only important to know WHAT s hould 
be done , but WHEN! 

It was not because the Lord was afraid of the Jews t hat He 
refused t o  go t o  Jerusalem at this time , but because the 
time was not right ! 

"Your time is  allfay ready. "  As far as men are concerned, 
the s ooner t he better. But there was i n  the Lord's heart 



that realizati on that His every step , 
His every work, 
His every word, 
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was directed by the Father -- and so (and this is important) 
He worked in Galilee while He waited for the Lord's time to 
go to Jerusalem. 

The Bible tells us how various people have had to l earn that 
God has His own time s chedul e, and that we cannot run ahead 
of it without causing great problems. Cf. Moses killing the 
Egyptian. 

IV. The TESTIMONY of the Lord concerning "the world" (John 7:7 ) .  

Note how He i dentifies the Jews with the worl d! And He ----- --
ide ntifies His brothers with the world also. They do not 
hate each other. 

Cf. John 1 5: 1 8-25. 

Why does the world hate the Lord -- even many religious 
people? 

Because He talks about sin! Cf. John 3: 1 9, 
"Andthis i s  the colliieiiinati on, that light is  come into 
the worl d, and men l oved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil . "  ----

And their deeds were evil because they were evil.  Cf. Matt. 
7 : 1 7-20. This meant that their observance of the Feast of 
Tabernacles was completely unacceptable and even displeasing 
to God because their hearts had never been cleansed from sin! 

The preaching o f  human depravity will never make you popular, 

but it will bring the blessing of the Lord. 

Will you note again that the Lord did not change even though 
this would have been more acceptabl e to His own brothers? 

V. The TUMULT ( confusion, agitati on) among the people (John 7: 
1 2) • 

Basically there were two points-of-view -- two extremely 
different attitudes ,  and probably varying degrees in betwee n  
the two. 

A .  Some said that H e  was "good" ( "man" is  not i n,·the Greek 
text, but could be understood) . 

Remembering Matt. 1 9 : 1 6, 1 7 ,  this could mean that some 
felt that He was God! Or, it could only mean that s ome 
liked Him because they saw the "good" which He did. 
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B. Others said that "he deceiveth the people." 

This meant that they thought that He was a l iar, out to 
lead them astray. And this , according to our L ord ' s 
words in John 8:44, would put Him in Satan's c amp ! 

So some were saying the very best; others were saying the 
very worst! WHAT DO YOU SAY ABOUT HIM? 

One more point: 

VI. The TYRANNY of the Jewish leaders (John 7 :13 ) .  

This probably reminds you of what happened in the early days 
of the Church when the apostles were "beaten" and "c ommanded 
that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let 
them go" (Acts 5:40). 

Our Lord also was to speak of this j ust prior to His death 
vlhen He was denouncing the scribes and Pharisees by saying: 

" • • • ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: 
for ye ne ither go in yourselves ,  neither suffer ye them 
that are entering to go in" ( Matt. 23: 1 3 ) .  

What is the re about even religious leaders that not only do 
they not want to hear about Jesus , but they don ' t  want anyone 
else to hear about Him either? 

You could start a real uproar today if you were to go into 
many churches and start talking about the Lord Jesus Christ 
and salvation through His precious bl ood! 

C oncl: What a lot of truth there is here for those of us who 
know the Lord -- and I trust that the Lord has been 

speaking to you through this passage this morning. We need to 
pray that our eyes will be opened to the truth, and that the 
Lord will teach us His ways. 

But some are here today -- and perhaps you are without Christ as 
your Saviour. You have heard various things about Christ -- and 
maybe you are confused. Perhaps you have not even given much 
thought to Him. Learn from our passage this morning that He is 
the most important Person you will ever.hear about in this 
world -- and that He is the only One through Whom you can be 
saved. 

May the Lord turn your heart to Him today. Trust Him NOW! 



THE UNJUST CRI'rICS 
John 7:14-24 

Intro: John 7 gives us the story of our Lord in Jerusalem at 
the Feast of Tabernacles -- which was the last of the -- --

annual feast days which the Jews observed every year. 

It lasted for a whole week. 

Our text begins by telling us that it was in the middle of the 
week that our Lord "went up into the temple, and taught" (v. 
14b). 

And, as was 
decisions. 
that He was 

always the case,  as He taught, people were making 
Vv. 12, 1 3  in the chapter indicate this .  Some felt 
"good, "  and others felt that He was bad. 

The last verse of our text, v. 24, really speaks of these 
decisions. It indicates: 
1 )  That the Lord wants us to make decisions about what we hear 

from the Lord and from His Word. All of us are doing this 

2) 

3) 

continually. 
That it is a case of black and white, of right and wrong. 
This is where the word "righteous" helps us. 
That our tendency is to make the wrong judgments -- to be 
UNJUST CRITICS. And this is because we judge on the basis 
of appearances.  
That the Lord wants our decisions to  be  "righteous , "  i . e. , 
true, right, as opposed to that which is false and wrong ! 

The Lord does not say in this passage why we make wrong decisions 
or how we come to the right decisions, but He simply states it 
as He does in v. 24. 

� decisions � illl�; � � trust the � .12. � � .12. 
the right decisions, and to keep � from � wrong -- .£!. � 
would 119.1 have spoken to the people and .12. their leaders � He 
speaks .12. them 1£ � passage. 

One thing that does help us is the fact that He was there in 
Jerusalem � � Temple TO TEACH. We can see-rrO;-this that it 
is through the Word of our Lord that we will come to the right 
decisions. 

Notice -- that our Lord is concerned here with two groups: 
1) "The Jews ,"  Le. ,  the leaders of the Jewish people -- the 

scribes ,  the�risees, the elders. Cf. v. 15. 
2) "The people , "  the Jewish people, the multitudes who had come 

to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles.  

The same thing is stated about both groups: They "marvelled" 
(cf. vv. 15, 21) . We will see as we consider the passage why 



they "marvelled," but at this point let us si_mply notice the 
fact that they did marvel -- which means that they "ere amazed. 
There "ere things about the Lord that they had not seen in any
body else , things "hich they could not understand ,  AND THINGS 
AllOUT WHICH THEY WERE MAKING DECISIONS. 

Our text points to five different areas in "hich , in spite of 
the fact that they "marvelled," they were making UNRIGHTEOUS 
JUDGMENTS. 

What "ere they? 

1. THEY WERE DECEIVED AllOUT THE LORD (vv. 1 5 ,  20) .  

'''rhe Je"s" did not deny that the Lord kne" "letters" ("hich 
is a term pointing to the OT  Scriptures ) , but they "ere 
"illing to discount it all because the Lord had never been 
taught by the Rabbis ; He had not come up through the system. 

And "the people" "ent so far as to say that He had "a devil," 
i.e. , that He "as demon-possessed, because their leaders did 
not like Him! 

What is your opinion of Christ? 

There is no greater question that eVer faces any of us! 

And remember: You can be right, or you can be \<rong -
because there is a right ans"er, and there is a "rong ans"er. 

If you believe that He "as the eternal Son of God Who became 
a man, you are right. If you think that He "as only a man 
like "e are, you are "rong. If you believe He was totally 
without sin, you are right. If you believe that He "as a 
sinner like everybody else , you are wrong. If you believe 
that He "as born of the virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit, you 
are right. If you believe that Joseph "as His father , you 
are wrong. 

"Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous 
judgment. " 

II. THEY \{ERE DECEIVED AllOU'r THE LORD'S WORDS (vv. 1 6-1 8) • 

If you are deceived about the Lord , you "ill also be deceived 
about His teaching. 

What do you believe about His teaching? What do you believe 
about the Bible? There-is a right answer ; and there are 
wrong answers. 

�naat is the right answer? 
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Note: 

A .  Our Lord's claim about His teaching (v. 16). 

This means that He spoke by divine revelat ion, that He 
did not � Himself. 

Do you bel ieve this -- not only about the teachings of 
Chris t ,  but also about all of the NT and all of the OT? 

If you do believe it, you are right . If you do not be
l ieve it , you are wrong. 

"Judge not according to the appearance, but judge right
eous j udgment . "  

And the Lord follows this with: 

B.  Two ways in which His teachings could be tested (vv. 1 7 ,  
18) • 

1. The first has t o  do with the pupil (v. 1 7 ) .  

This is an indication of the way in which the Lord 
deals with men -- with respect to salvation. He 
makes known some truth t o  us. vlhat do vie do with 
it? If there is a willingness to act in accordance 
with what God has made known, then more truth is 
revealed. 

This is a divine principle upon which God deals with 
men. Matthew Henry wrote: 

"Those who improve the l ight they have, and 
carefully l ive up t o  it, shall be secured 
by divine grace from destructive mistakes" 
(Vol . V,  p.  966). 

Some of you have been impressed with many things 
about Christ and about His teaching, but you have 
never acted upon the l ight God has given t o  you -
and s o  He has not given you any more. 

You see the problem is not with God, nor with Christ ,  
nor with His Word -- BU'r WITH YOU !  

But there i s  another way t o  test the teaching of Christ. 

2. The second has t o  do with the Teacher (v. 1 8 ) .  

v. 1 8  applies primarily t o  the Lord Jesus Christ , 
but in a l imited sense it applies t o  every true 
teacher of the Word. 
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The issue is whether the Lord spoke "of himself" 
( which should be translasted, � Himself) , or 
whether He spoke � God. 

How did the Lord demonstrate that He was true? And 
how can we do the same? 

a.  He did not seek His own glory. 

b. He s ought onl y  to glorify God. 

This obvious has to do with two things: 
1) The content of the message. 
2) The obj ective of the messenger. 

Do you test everything you hear in these two ways? If 
not, you are certain to be deceived. 

How carelessly we accept everything that we hear these 
days if a person claims to be a preacher and if he uses 
the Word of God! 

But 

�� 
the questions are: 
What is he saying? To whom does it give glory? 
What about the preacher? Is he preaching for the 
glory of God, or to further his own reputation and 
his own projects? 

Christians , beware! Those of you who are not Christians, 
beware! "j udge not accprding to the appearance ,  but 
j udge righteous j udgment. " If a man is full of pride , 
and if he seeks his own gl ory or the glory of anyone but 
God, he is a false teacher. 

How satisfying the Lord is on both of these counts ! 

But let us c ontinue • • • 

III. THEY WERE DECEIVED ABOUT THEMSELVES (v. 1 9a) . 

Why was it that they were not receptive to the teaching of 
the Lord? 

It was because they had Moses and the Law. 

But -- were they obeying Moses? ( The word "keepeth" in v. 
19 is the same as the word "do" in v. 1 7.) 

What did the Lord say? "NONE OF YOU keepeth the law? " 
The leaders were not keeping it; the people were not keeping 
it. They knew a lot about it, but they were not obeying it! 
And the proof of what the Lord was saying was to be seen in 



the fact that they wanted to murder the Lord -- a violation 
of the sixth commandment! 

vfuat about you? Do you think that you are going to get to 
heaven on your own works when you know in your own heart 
that you have not even approached what you believe is 
necessary? Are you deceiving yourself by the fact that 
you know certain things about the Bible, or that you are a 
member of a church, or that you give your money to the 
church? 

How many there are who are deceiving themselves on this very 
point! 

"Judge not according to the appearanoe, but judge righteous 
judgment." 

IV. THEY WERE DE:CE:lVED ABOUT THEIR 1E:AllE:RS (v. 20). 

Look back at John 5: 16, 1 8  -- which was more than 6 months 
prior to the Feast of Tabernacles! 

The people did not know this ! They would have defended their 
leaders to the very end! But they � wrongl And,l;here 
are countless numbers today who blindly follow blind leaders 
not knowing that their leaders are leading them to hell -
because their leaders do not know nor do they follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ !  

"Judge not according to appearance, but judge righteous 
judgment." 

V. 'rHEY "1E:RE DE:CE:IVE:D ABOUT THE WORK OF THE LOR]) (vv. 21-23). 

What to you is the important thing about the Lord's work? 

Is it just attendingtgftnday morning church service? 

Is it going through forms and ceremonies -- like observing 
the Lenten season? 

The big argument that "the Jews" had with the Lord was over 
the Sabbath. They said that He had broken the Sabbath by 
healing the man in John 5 who had been sick for 38 years ! 

And yet when the Lord brings up circumcision, they had to 
acknowledge that if the eighth day of a Jewish boy's life 
came on the Sabbath, they would circumcise him on the 
Sabbath Day -- which was right !  

But (AND NOTICE: THE·REASONING OF OUR LOR])) if they would be 
so careful about a rite, circumcison, which actual ly in jured 



a baby boy' s body, would they, as He said, 
" • be angry at me , because I have made a man 
every whit whole on the sabbath day?" 

What did the Lord mean by "every whi t whole "? It means that 
the Lord healed the whole man -- not j ust his body, but also 
the inner man, his soul ! This is evident from our Lord ' s  
words to that man in John 5 : 14, 

"Behold, thou art made whole :  sin n o  more , lest a 
worse thing come upon thee. " 

The Sabbath goes back to the time of c reati on -- at least 
4, 000 years B. C .  

Circumcision goes back to Abraham' s  time -- 2, 000 years B .  C .  

Both of these were shadows pointing ahead to Christ and to 
salvation -- not through human works, but through the work 
of Jesus Christ, and through that work alone! 

What is the true work of God -- as taught in both the OT and 
the NT? 

I t  i s  the transformation of sinners into saints -- not by 
the works of the Law, not by Sabbath observance ,  not by 
circumcision, BUT BY T}IE SACRIFICIAL DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST 
ON THE CROSS. 

Concl :  You see -- the issue is not religion ("hich depends upon 
man, but the issue is Christ. 

May I say it once more: "Judge not acc ording to the appearance ,  
but j udge righe ous j udgment. " 

You can be wrong, and you may be >Trang in your ideas about Christ 
and about salvation. BUT YOU CAN BE RIGHT IF YOUR HEART IS OPEN 
TO THE WORD OF GOD! May God grant you the ability to see that 
Christ and Christ alone can save you from your sins! 



CB -- 3/25/'19 a.m. 

'rHE BOLDNESS OF CHRIS'f 
John 7:25-36 

Intro: In v. 26 John tells us that " s ome of them of Je rusalem" 
(v. 25) said, "But, 10, he ( referring to our Lord) 

speaketh boldly. " 

This means that He spoke publicly, freely, fearlessly, confi
dently, and frankly. 

This is what His brothe rs had urged Him to do in v. 4 ( where the 
same word is translated, " openly") . 

This is what the people did not do according to v. 1 3  ( where we 
have the same word translate�"openly , "  again) . 

John has gone to great lengths to picture for us the dange r 
which our Lord faced in Jerusalem because "the Jews" were now 
intent on killing Him. At first even the Lord had refused to 
go to the Feast, even though His brothers had urged Him to do so. 

But now He casts restraint aside. V. 1 4  tells us, 
"No,,, about the midst of the feast Jesus went up � � 
templ e ,  and taught. " 

So here He i s ,  in the heart of J udaism, standing in the Temple , 
surrounded by His enemies,  speaking "boldly" -- fearlessly, 
confidently, frankly, publicly, freely. 

And so ,Ie see, THE BOLDNESS OF CHRIST! 

Later on, when He was on trial before Caiaphas ,  the high priest, 
and when Caiaphas had "asked Jesus of his disciples,  and of his 
doctrine , 

"Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever 
taught in the synagogue , and in the temple,  whither the 
Jews al ",ays resort; and in secret have 1. said nothing. 
Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have 
said unto them: behol d, they know what I said" 
(John 1 8 : 1 9 ,  20) .  

This is a very important principle in the ministry of Christ. 
His was no underground movement. What He had to say, He said 
openly, boldly, for all men to hear. 

There i s  another expression in our text which shows THE BOLDNESS 
OF CHRIST. It is in v. 28: 

"Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught • • •  " 

Very, very few times do the writers of the four Gospels say that 
our Lord "cried" out His message , i . e. , that He lifted up the 
volume of His voice ,  and made certain that eve rybody could hear 
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what He had to say. He was not whispering; He 11as speaking in 
a loud voice. 

These two expressions show that 
the Lord was not afraid of the Jews , 

that there was a sense of urgency in His heart, 
and that He wanted all of the people to hear what He had to 
say !  

Now I want to  ask and anS11er two questions from the text: 
1) How could He afford to do this? He 11as surrounded by His 

enemies. They wante�t;-kill Him. Granted, He was the Son 
of God, but He was also a man. Was He not running too great 
a risk for His own personal safety to be speaking so openly 
in such a place? 

That is the first Question I want to answer. 
The second is this: 
2) �� He � bold? What was the reason for all of the 

loud speaking, the urgency that is apparent in our Lord' s 
behavior at this crucial time. 

I. QUESTION #1: HOW COULD OUR LORD AFFORD TO BE SO BOLD? 

There is  one main answer to this Question: As a man He could 
be bold because ££� sovereign, providential power of God! 

You can see evidence of God ' s  providence in at least three 
ways: 

A. Because of the obvious restraint which had been placed 
upon His enemies. 

In spite of the fact that they wanted to kill Him, we 
read in v. 26, 

"But , 10, he speaketh boldly, � they say po thing 
unto him." -- --

Our Lord was teaching, and the Je11s were not doing any
thing to stop Him. 

It would be a very light, a very superficial view of 
such circumstances not to be able to see that the Father 
was protecting His Son in these dangerous circumstances. 

But note also in v. 30: 
"Then they sought to take him: 
hands � �." 

but no man laid --------

What a marvelous illustration of Fsa. 91:9-1 2 ,  
"Because thou lli.t made the Lord, 11hich is my 
refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; 
There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall 
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any plague come nigh they dwellinG. For he shall 
give his anGels charge over thee, to keep thee in 
all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their 
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone." 

But there is a second reason as to why the Lord could afford 
to be so bold: 

B. Because He knew that His time to die had not yet come. 

See the latter part of v. 30 -- and then review vv. 6, 8. 

The Lord knew that He was going to die. 
into the world to die. But He also knew 
had the power to put Him to death until 
ed by the Father had arrived. 

He had come 
that no man 

the time appoint-

Both our first answer to this question, and this answer, 
have meaning for us, too, as is brought out in this 
quotation from John Calvin: 

"From thisageneral doctrine must be gathered; for 
though we live unto the .day, the hour of everyman's 
death has nevertheless been fixed by God. It is 
difficult to believe that, subject as we are to so 
many accidents, exposed to so many injuries and 
dangers from man and beast, and liable to so many 
diseases, we are safe from all dangers until God 
wishes to oall us away. But we must fight against 
our own mistrust. And first we should hold to the 
doctrine taught here and next to its object and the 
exhortation dravm from it -- namely, that each of us 
should cast his cares on God and serve in his own 
calling and not be led away from his duty by any 
fears. Yet no man must go beyond his own limits. 

Confidenoe in the providence of God must go no 
further than God Himself commands"  (John, I, 193). 

The third reason for seeing that the Lord was trusting in 
the providence of the Father is in v. 33: 

C. Because the Lord knew that the purpose of God would be 
fulfilled in His life regardless of what His enemies 
might do, and that He would return to the Father -
raised and glorified!  

The enemies of the Gospel and of Christ may rave and 
rant, but over all of their actions it  is written that 
the Father "worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will" (Eph. 1:11b). 

Bishop Ryle gives us this comment: 
"The doctrine before us, let us note, is full of comfort 
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to God's people. Nothing can hurt them except and until 
God permits. Vfe are all inunortal till our work is done. 
To realize that nothing happens in this world except by 
the eternal counself of our Father, and according to 
His eternal plans,  is one grand secret of living a calm, 
peaceful, and contented life" (Vol. I ,  p .  464). 

But let us go on to the second �uestion: 

II. QUESTION #2: WHY WAS OUR LORD SO BOLD? 

\fhat was the reason for all of the loud, urgent, public 
teaching that our Lord was doing? 

Our text suggests at least five answers to that �uestion -
all of which have a direct bearing upon the ministry of the 
the Church today? 

A. The first answer: Because of the spiritual blindness,  
deafness ,  ignorance of the people -- all of them, the 
leaders as well as the multitude. 

They did not know as much as they thought they did. 

They did not know what they could have known. 

See v. 27, and then vv. 35, 36. 
There is no solution for the spiritual ignorance of 
people except in the teaching (v. 28) of the Word of God. 

B. The second answer: Because the Lord was fulfilling the 
work that the Father had given Him to do . 

See vv. 28b, 29, and then v. 33. 

This was constantly in the heart of our Lord. This was 
the great motivation in the Apostle Paul's ministry. It 
should also be in ours. Cf. John 20: 21 , n • • •  as my 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you. " 

C .  The third anS11er: Because the Lord knew that He had 
but a short time with them. 

And He knew that there time was short, too. 

See in v. 33 the words, "a little while. " 

Men act as though they had forever to decide about salva
tion, but 11e only have today. Life at its best is short 
in comparison with eternity. The Lord knew all of this,  
and this explains His boldness. Cf.  Provo 29: 1 ;  2 Cor. 
6 : 2 .  
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D. 'Ehe fourth anS\oJer: Because the Lord knew that salvation 

was not a matter that the Lord had put into their hands 
to decide ,;henever and wherever they wanted to. 

Note v. 34. 

Martin Luther wrote of these words, 
"These are horrible words. I do not like to read 
them. But we have no alternative; these words must 
be proclaimed. When the Gospel vanishes, then the 
light, the proper understanding and knowledge of 
faith in Christ, als disappears. Then you will 
find one undertaking this, another that. Then they 
will all go in search of Christ, of forgiveness of 
sins, and of grace; but their search will be in 
vain" (Vol. 2 3, p. 261). 

May this not happen to any of you who listen to my voice 
this morning! The only way to avoid that dreadful day 
is to believe in Christ NOW -- TODAY!!! 

But there is one more, encouraging answer. 

E.  The fifth answer: Because the Lord knew that in some 
lives, yes, in "many," the Word would be fruitful. 

We cannot say how complete the faith of the "many" 
spoken of in v. 31 is, but it is there nevertheless. 

The Lord knew Isa. 55:11, "So shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth • " 

The Lord did not come just to make salvation available 
or possible, leaving it up to men to decide how success
ful His work would be. He came to accomplish a work, to 
guarantee the salvation of those the Father had given to 
Him -- and no amount of opposition from the Jews or from 
all of the nations of the earth could ever keep the Lord 
from accomplishing that work. 

Concl: Is it any wonder that the Lord spoke "boldly" and that 
He "cried" out to the people in the Temple who were 

deceived into thinking that salvation was a matter of rites and 
ceremonies, but who had never seen that it was by grace·'through 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ? 

Let this passage be an encouragement to us -- to believe that 
our sovereign God is at work today, accomplishing His purposes, 
controlling the evil in the hearts of men, using His Word, and 
bringing to Himself those whom He has chosen -- all to the praise 
of His own holy Name! 

Let us be bold and faithful and confident in serving Him! 
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JESUS CHRIST , THE PROPHET 
John 7:37-53 

Intro: Our text is clearly divided into three part s :  
1 ) In vv. 37-39 we have the words of the Lord Jesus, 

v. 39 being an explanatory word from the Apostle 
John. 

2) In vv. 40-44 we have the words of the Jewish people .  
3) In vv. 45-53 we have the words of the Jewish leaders. 

It is clear that the question which has been raised is whether 
or not Jesus Christ is a prophet .  See vv. 40, 52. 

Scripture assigns to our Lord three offices which incl ude all of 
His work with regard to salvation: 
1 � He is a Prophet . 
2 He is a Priest. 
3 He is a King. 

John deals in a special way with all three of these offices, or 
ministries: 
1 )  A prophet i s  one who speaks to men for God -- and, in the 

sense in which we are now speaking, such a prophet speaks by 
divine inspiration. We see this in all of the messages of 
our Lord which John records sO faithfully for us. 

2 )  A priest is one who represents the people to God -- the one 
who in OT times had his days taken up with the sacrifices of 
the people which were offered t o  God. The priest was a 
mediator, an intercessor. We begin to see this in particu
lar in the prayer of John 1 7 ,  and then on through the chap
ters which deal with the crucifiction and resurrection. The 
Lord Jesus is the priest of His people also in His present 
ministry in heaven at the right hand of the Father where He 
makes interce ssi on for us -- as we learn so well in the book 
of Hebrews. 

3) A king is one who reigns over the people of God (in the 
Biblical sense) -- and this we see of our Lord in the Book 
of the Revelation of Jesus Christ where He is pict ured pre
eminently as "the King of kings, and Lord of lords. " 

Thus we see a cert ain time element in these titles: 
1) Our Lord's prophetic ministry had t o  do with His time here 

on e arth -- which is now past. 
2 )  His priestly ministry began while He was here on e arth and 

continues at this very moment in the glory -- and will con
tinue until the Second Goming. 

3) His ministry as King will begin at the Second Coming and 
will c ontinue throughout eternity. 

In one way He can be said to occupy all three offices from eter
nity past,  but the unfolding of His work can be seen in time as 
I have described it. 



John 7: 37-)5 (2) 

But no", let us think in terms of His prophetic ministry. Was 
He not only a prophet, but "the Prophet" -- a specific reference 
to Deut. 18:15- 2 2? (Read.) 

Well, notice the follo",ing passages in John's Gospel: 
1 1 John 1: 21 • 
2 John 4:19. 
3 John 6: 14. 
4 John 9:17. 

While it seems clear from our text that the people had not 
identified this "Prophet" with the Messiah, yet it does show 
that they had been taught about this Prophet from the OT, and 
that they saw in the words of the Lord Jesus (and in His deeds) 
that "'hich made them feel that He ",as not only a prophet, but, 
in some instances, they thought that He "'as "that prophet that 
should come into the ",orld" (John 6:14). 

But let us now ask -- What did He claim with regard to His 
message? Look at: 
1) John 8: 26, 28. 
2) John 14:10, 24. 
3) John 17:7, 8. 

Add 
1 ) 

2) 

to this: 
What the Jewish people were saying according to our text in 
John 7:40, 41 - - and note especially the expression, "when 
they heard this saying," referring to vv. 37, 38. 
What the officers of the Jews said in John 7:46, "Never • •  " 

Thus, we are prepared to say that • • • 

1. JESUS CHRIST WAS NO'P ONLY A PROPHET, BUT HE WAS "THE PROPHET" 
-- GREATER THAN ALL OTHER PROPHETS. 

But let us notice secondly • • • 

II. THE EFFECTS OF HIS PROPHETIC MIN ISTRY (in this instance) AS 
SEEN IN: 

A. 'rhe Jewish people (vv. 40-44). 

B. The Je",ish leaders (vv. 45-53). 

In some respects the results were very similar with both 
groups - - interest, 

division, 
opposition, 
support. 

\{hat a picture of how men will react "'hen in the very pre
sence of Him v!ho is "the light of the world"! 



John 7:37-53 (3) 

But in the midst of all of the turmoil, notice the ev idence 
of God's sovere ign, overruling power in: 
1) What "many" people said: "Of a truth this is the Pro

phet" -- and they were r ight! Cf. v. 40. 
2) "And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid 

hands on him" (v. 44). 
What the officers said. Cf. v. 46. 
The brightest spot in the whole account: NICODEMUS! 
He is only mentioned 3x in Scripture -- all in the Gos
pel of John (chs. 3, 7, 19) -- but what a lesson in the 
way the Lord often deals with people -- slowly, but 
certainly! 

5) The final statement in v. 53. 

But having seen all of these details, let us now look at the 
words of the Lord Jesus which brought all of this response: 

III. THE MESSAGE OF THE PROPHET, THE LORD JESUS C HRIST ( John 7: 
37-39). 

-

A. When it was given: "In the last day, that great day of 
the feast" -- i.e., of the Feast of Tabernacles (v. 37a). 

This was the last day of the last feast of the year for 
the Jewish people -- a very important day. 

It was a day of rest, 
but also a day of sacrifices. See Num. 29:35-38. 

All of it pointed to Christ, but He stood there and would 
have been ignored by the people while they were occupied 
with the types and shadows. 

B. I-Imv it was g iven: "Jesus stood and cried .. " Cf .. v .. 37. 

Remember from v. 28 how rarely it is mentioned in the 
Gospels that Jesus cried �l 

C. The 'vords He used (vv. 37b, 38). 

Note how simple they arel 

By the parallelism, by the fact that this truth was not 
new ( it was in the OT -- cf. Isa. 1 2:3; 35:6, 7; 41:18; 
44:3; 55:1; 58:11; Zech. 14:8, 16), and the explanatory 
word given by John in v. 39, we can see the s imple mean
ing of the message the Lord was seeking to get into the 
hearts of the people. 

D. The details: 

1. Three conditions: 
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a. "If any man thirst." Hhat does it mean to 
thirst? Remember John 6:35? 

Obviously the Lord is talking about spiritual 
matters, not just the physical. Did they thirst 
for God, for forgiveness, for hope, for peace? 

\oIhat do you thirst for? ,/hat do you want more 
than anything else? \oIhat do you spend your 
energy and time and money for? Cf. Isa. 55:1. 

b. "Let him come unto ME" -- the exclusiveness of 
our Lord's teaching. It is not, Let him come to 
the Temple on the last day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles, nor is it, Let him come to church 
on Sunday, or on Easter, or on Christmas -- but 

And 

c. 

"le-t him come unto ME ME • • • ME!" 

then the third part: 

"And drink." 

And this is explained as believine,:. See v. 38. 
See John 6:35 again. No one will ever be saved 
who does not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But let me let you in on a wonderful truth from the 
Gospel of John. Are you thirsty for salvation? Do 
you want to come to Christ, or have you already come 
to Christ? Are you ready to drink of the living 
water that is Christ, or have you already taken that 
life-giving drink? 

Then li sten: You did not do all of that for your
self because the Lord Jesus Himself said in John 6: 
44 that "no man can come (not just will come, but is 
able to come) to me, except the Father which hath 
sent me draw him." See also John 6: 65. 

So -- if you thirst, if you are coming to Christ (or 
have come), if you are drinking, ALL OF  THE GLORY 
BELONGS TO THE LORD BECAUSE YOU AND I HOULD NEVER 
COME APART FROM THE DRA1VING 1ffiICH HE DOES 1ffiEN HE 
MAKES US THIRSTY, MAKES US WILL ING TO CONE, AND 
G IVES US THE FAITH TO BEL IEVE THROUGH H IS OWN WORD! 

But there is one other thing before I close: 

E. The promise (vv. 38b, 39). Cf. John 4:14. 

A drink from the Saviour results in an endless supply. 
\oIhat does this mean? 



It means: 
1) Complete satisfaction for you -- for;time and eter

nity. 
2 )  That \;hat you have started, you will continue to do 

- - coming and drinking, coming and drinking, coming 
and drinking (as the present tense suggests ) -- not 
to be saved over and over again, but to find con
tinuing satisfaction in Him. This is the first 
evidence of salvation. 

3) The basis of evangelism -- from you will flow those 
"rivers of living water" by which the Lord points 
ahead to the coming of the Holy Spirit! 

Concl: About the middle of the last century, Horatius Bonar of 
ScoUand, penned the words which I want to read to you 

as I close. They are found in a hymnal I have at home, The 
Trinity Hymnal, under the heading, " The Lord Jesus Christ,His 
Prophetic Office." The words express in poetic form what the 
Lord said in our text and what I trust is your testimony this 
morning -- as it is mine: 

" I  heard the voice of Jesus say, 'Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, Stoop down and drink, and 

live. ' 
I came to Jesus, and I drank Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in him." 
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GUILTY, BUT NOT CONDEMNED 
John 8 :  1 -1 1  

Intro: vlhatever translation of the Bible you are using, you 
probably have some notation to the effect that John 7: 53-

8:1 1 is not found in "the earliest and most reliable manu
scripts" (NIV, p. 1 421 ) .  

One writer has said, 
"These eleven verses ,  together with the last verse of the 
preceding chapter, form perhaps the gravest critical 
difficulty in the New Testament" (Ryle , I ,  p. 498 ) .  

Those who object to it point out (in addition to the fact that 
some manuscripts leave it out) that: 
1 )  It is-different from the rest of this Gospel, and so was 

not written by John. 
2) It must have been written later, and added therefore , it 

is not inspired writing. 
3) It presents our Lord as being soft on sin, as ignoring the 

teaching of the OT Law. 
4) Many of the Church Fathers have not commented on it , nor 

have they �uoted it. 

But on the other side are many who receive it as a part of the 
Gospel of John, �hus as a part of God' s revealed Word. 

Those who accept it point out that: 
1) It is in many manuscripts ,  and that we do not possess 

enough of the "old" ones to make the argument against this 
passage conclusive. 
While not all of the Church Fathers speak of this passage , 
yet some of them do . 
It is not out of step with the rest of the Gospel, nor with 
the teaching of Scripture generally. The Lord does not 
excuse the woman's sin. The passage makes that clear:
The tactics employed by the Lord ' s  enemies in this passage 
finds at least three parallels in a passage like Matt.  22. 

When you look at the list of names in favor of this passage and 
compare it with the list of those who are opposed to it ,  the 
list in favor is far more impressive and convincing. 

I, personally, accept it as genuine and I am going to treat 
it as the Word of God and as a part of the original Gospel of 
John. When we read it in the light of what we have in the rest 
of John ' s  Gospel and of the other Gospels, this passage is rich 
in its teaching regarding every aspect of truth which it deals 

- with. 

We see the Lord in four different situations: 
1) Jesus alone (John 8 : 1 ) . 



Jesus and the people (John 8:2). 
Jesus and the scribes and Pharisees (John 8:3-9a). Inci
dentally, this is the only time in the Gospel that John 
mentions "the scribes." 
Jesus and the woman (John 8:9b-11). 

Let us take them in order. 

I. JESUS ALONE (John 8: 1). 

Contrast this with John 7:53. 

Was there not one person ,;ho ;lOuld take Him into their home 
for the night? What did He do on "the mount of Olives"? 
Cf. Luke 21:37, 38. 

It seems that it was precautionary, but it is also a safe 
assumption that our Lord was there ��! 

The Garden of Gethsemane was at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives. The Lord could look over the city of Jerusalem from 
the Mount of Olives. How full of instruction it is for us 
that our Lord would (1) follow up the day's work with a-
night of prayer, and (2) prepare for the following day's 
ministry by an extended time of prayer! 

This is generally where we fail. 

II. JESUS AND THE PEOPLE (John 8:2). 

Early in the morning He was back in the city -- for what? 
"And He sat down, and taught them." 

Have you ever noticed the morning verses in the Bible? There 
are many of them. The Lord loved the morning time (and He 
still does). Here He is in our text, in the early moring 
at the Temple teaching the people who "came to Him." 

People have no greater need than to hear the Word of God! 

What He taught, we do not know -- unless the word "again" 
in John 8:12 gives us a clue. 

But let us learn from this brief reference -- two things: 
1) We need the Word -- and there is no time like the 

morning to get at it. 
2) People need the Word. And people will come to hear the 

Word. Let us be faithful in our conversation, in our 
gatherings, etc., to take advantage of every opportunity 
we have to talk to people about the lI'ord of God. This 
is where the blessing will come from, and this is the 
instrument the Lord uses to bring people to Himself. 



John 8:1-11 U) 

III. JESUS AND 'l'HE SCIUBES Ai'lD PHARISEES (John 8: 3-9a) . 

Notice: 

A. Whom they brought: "a woman taken in adultery." 

While the Lord was praying, she had been sinning. What 
a tragic situation this was. Vie have no other details. 
We do not know who the man was. \ve can asswne that she 
was married. See the law in Lev. 20:10 and Deut . 22:22. 

B. What they said -- and why (vv. 4-6a) . 

Vie have three things: 
1
2

) They brought the charge against her. 
) They repeated what }loses had said in the Law about 

such a case. 
3) They asked the Lord' s opinion -- "tempting him, 

that they might have to accuse him." 

They were implying two things: 
1) That the Lord would not neoessarily abide by the 

Law. 
2) That He might come out with some ruling of His own. 

Either way the Lord answered He would be in trouble with 
the people. 

The purpose of the scribes and Pharisees was evident 
when they came to the Lord instead of doing what they 
knew the Law tQld them that they should do ! 

Notice the total lack of concern for the woman -- and 
this,  too, is in perfect harmony with what the Lord said 
about them in Matt .  23 ! 

C .  The Lord ' s  response (vv. 6b-8) . 

1. v!hat He did (v. 6b) . And John tells us why: "as 
though He heard them not." This is not in ,all MSS, 
but it does seem to be the most likely explanation, 
especially since John does not tell us what He wrote. 
This is good advice for many questions:�ore them. 

2. Wllat He said (v. 7 )  -- when they persisted in ques
tioning Him! 

Surely this is a verification of this incident , for 
who but the Lord could have given such an infinitely 
wise response! 

And the context would seem to show that the Lord had 



reference to the same sin that these religious 
leaders were Charging the woman with. 

According to the Law, they were to stone her beoause 
they were her accusers. �� they � �  right 
to stone her when they � guilty of � � thin¢' 

The Lord was the only One there who was " without 
sin!!! 

3. �1at He did ( v. 8). He went back to His writing on 
the ground -- waiting for His ,rords to tal,e effect! 

D. The reaction of the scribes and Pharisees ( v. 9a) . 

They all left. 

The oldest ones left first -- probably because they had 
more sin to account for. 

They left because they were " c onvicted by their own 
c onsc ience" -- that God-given aclmowledgment in the 
heart of every person that there is such a thing as sin! 

Bishop Ryle says,of the conscience, 
"It has not power to save , or c onvert, or lead to 
Christ. " 

It takes the work of the Spirit for that. 
"But it has a power to accuse, and prick, and 
witness" (I ,  p. 506). 

�at a tragic picture of Judaism in our Lord's day! 
If the religious leaders live like this, how can the re 
be any hope for the people? 

The scribes and the Pharisees were afraid that the Lord 
would start talking, and telling what He Imew! So they 
all left! 

IV. JESUS AND THE \,OMAl'l (John 8: 9b-11 ) • 

We are not to think that everybody left, but simply that the 
scribes and Pharisees left -- all of them! 

But 11 .i!!. significant � � woman � � leave. In view 
of all that we have been learning about salvation in the 
Gospel of John, is there not e vidence here of the providen
tial working of the Lord in the fact that this woman was 
found in her sin, and brought .12. � Lord Jesus Christ? 

And the re she stands -- charged by others, self-condemned by 
her silence ,  guilty before the Lord -- but not running; just 
standing! 



Imat did the Lord say? 

A. He asked her two questions (v. 10) .  

1. "Woman, where are those thine accusers?" 

2. "Hath no man condemned thee?" 

Her answer: "No man, Lord." 

Why had they gone? Because their consciences told them 
that they were unforgiven sinners too, and that they 
had no right to bring any accusation against this woman. 

Paul raised the question: "Who is he that condemneth?" 
His answer: "It is Christ that died • • •  " The gist 
of his answer being that no one can bring a condemning 
charge against the Lord's own once they have entered 
into salvation. 

But this was not all that the Lord said. 

B. He made a twofold declaration. See it in v. 1 1. 

1. "Neither do I condemn thee." 

If the Lord will not condemn her, 1'Iho can? 

He is not excusing her sin, He is declaring that her 
sin is forgiven, that she is saved, that she has 
been born again! 

You say, "But ;fhen did it happen?" 
God does. vlhere had she learned of 
-- who kn01'ls? 

Imo knows? Only 
Christ? Again 

But listen: She had to be saved, or the Lord 1'Iould 
have been set"bing aside His own La,;. Christ Himself 
\-Iould die for her sins, and on that basis (like \-lith 
all OT saints) � �� saved! 

But this \-las not all that the Lord said. Again -- He is 
teaching! 

2. "Go, and sin no more." 

NIV: "Go noVi and leave your life of sin." 

NASB: "From now on sin no more." 

He is not 
must not! 
3:9. 

saying that she could not, but that she 
The Apostle John says this also in 1 John 
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The first mark of one "ho has been truly saved is that there 
will be a radioal change in his life where sin is concerned. 
How gracious of God to allow this woman to be caught in her 
sin, and then to use ungodly men to bring her to Christ! 
Talk about the sovereignty of God -- how could you want a 
better illustration!!! 

Concl: Let me close by reading a related passage from the 
Apostle Paul, found in 1 Cor. 6:9-11. There were some 

believers in Corinth 'lho formerly had been like this adulterous 
woman. Note carefully these words: 

"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind • • •  " 

Let me read that last statement in the N IV: 
"Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor male propstitutes nor homo
sexual offenders • • •  " 

And then continuing ",ith the KJV: 
"Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. � SUCH 
\ifERE SmJE OF YOU: BUT YE ARE WASHED, BUT YE ARE SANCTIFIED, 
BUT YE ARE JUmFIED IN T HE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS, AN]) BY 
THE SPIRIT OF OUR GOD." 

Are ",e excusing sin, closing our eyes to it, saying that it will 
all come out right eventually for everybody? 

NO! 

I am pointing to the remedy, and pleading ",ith you to believe 
in Christ. He alone can declare you forgiven. He alone can 
set you free from the pOl1er of your sin • . And it is all because 
He died for sin and for sinners. Put your faith in Christ today. 
He is your only hope for forgiveness and deliverance .and eternal 
life!!! 



K.e.....,r ie-v..> ..t.""e 
1 aVV-:� 

a . m .  

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
John 8:12-20 

Intro: The subject of light is a prominent theme in the Gospel 
of John. 

We come to it in the very first chapter vv. 4-10. Speaking 
of our Lord, the Apostle John writes: 

"In him was life ; and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shineth in darkness ;  and the darkness compre
hended it not. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 
that all men through him might believe. 
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light. 
That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world I,as made by him, and the 
world knew him not." 

Four verses d O'ill in that chapter we have another word for light. 
It is the word glory. Listen to John 1:14, 

"And the \,ord was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father ), full of grace and truth. " 

Going on to chapter 3, verses 19-21 , we come to the subject of 
light again: 

"And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds \Vere evil. 
For everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light , lest his deeds shou ld be reproved. 
But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds 
may be made manifest, that they are \Vrought in God." 

John the Baptist is called "a burning and a shining light" in 
John 5: 3 5  -- and this is in connection with his witness concern
ing Christ. 

Our text in John 8:12 is next. 

In John 9: 5 we have the following words of our Saviour: 
"As long as I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world. 

The last passages which apply are in John 12 -- first in vv. 
3 5 ,  36.  The Lord is speaking to the people around Him: 

" • • • Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come 
upon you; for he that wa llceth in darkness knoweth not where 
he goeth. (Over. ) 
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vlhile ye  have light , bdieve in the light , that ye  may be 
the sons of light. 'rhese things spoke Jesus, and departed, 
and did hide himself from them." 

And then to  conclude this reading, let me take one verse from 
'- 1 John 1, verse 5: 

"This then is the message which we have heard of him ,  
and declare unto you, 
that God is l ight , and in him is no darkness ,at all." 

There are, of course, many other passages in the Bible which 
deal with the subjects of light and darkness, but these give 
us enough for us to  see what the meaning of these terms is. 

For the Lord Jesus Christ to  call Himself "the L ight of the 
IVorld" means basically tIVO things: 

21 )  It means that He is righteous. 
) It means that He is the truth , and that He has corne to  

reveal the truth. 

By contrast we can see that for the Lord Jesus to  call Himself 
"the Light of the world" means that the world is: 
1) Ignorant of the truth. 
2) Sinful. 

While light describes the Lord, darkness describes �! 

T o  add to  man 's darkness is the added teaching in Soripture that 
man is blinded , totally blinded, by Satan and because of his own 
sin. 

You can see why the teaching of the Bible is not popular with 
men. The witness of the Scripture is: 

That man is a sinful being living in a sinful ,;arld. 
That man is in ignorance of his true condition , of God, and 
of spiritual truth generally. 

3) That man is blinded so that he cannot see. Paul describes 
this in 1 Cor. 2: 1 4, 

"But the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God ;  for they are foolishness unto him, 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. fI 

vfuat hope is there, then, for man? 

This is "here our text comes in. Long before this (in fact, 
about 1 ,000 years before) David "rote in Psalm 36:9b, 

" • • • in thy light shall we see l ight." 
P salm 119:105 ,  1 30 are important, too. 

"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." 
"The entrance of thy ;lOrds giveth l ight ; it giveth 
understanding to  the simple ." 
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From these (and other verses -- especially what we have been 
learning from John I s Gospel ) ,,,e are to understand that: 
1 )  Jesus Christ came both to give u s  light and to give us 

sight .  
2) Jesus Christ came not only to teach but to cau se man to 

understand spiritual truth .  

And note the evidence 
John 8: 1 2: 

of spiritual darkness in the context of 

1) 

2) 

The Jewish people had ju st observed all of the ritual of 
the Feast of Tabernacle s, and yet there was such a mood of 
opposition against the Lord Jesus Christ that many of them 
would gladly have killed Him. 
We have seen the ;roman taken in the act of adultery. Regard
less of all of the unanswered questions in connection ;ri th 
her sin, she represents the vast ma jority of the human race 
;rhich believes that sin is not to be  shunned, but sought !  
The appalling ignorance of the Pharisees (as seen in John 
8:13-19). 
a ) They did not knOVl the Lord Jesus . 
b ) They did not know God (even though they thought they 

did) . 
c � Th ey did not know ;rhere the Lord Je sus had come from. 
d They did not kno;r ;There He ;ra s going. 
e Conse quently, they did not kno;r ;rhy He ;ra s there before 

them. 
f ) They were even ignorant of the meaning of the Father' s 

witness through the miracles that the Lord had performed. 
And these were the men who were supposed to be the spiritual 
leaders of the Je;rish people, the men who should have been 
teaching the truths the Lord Jesus wa s teaching. 

Where is the hope, then, from this passage? 

Look at  

I .  OUR LORD'S VERY EMPHATIC CLAIM (John 8:12): "I am the l ight 
of the world." '�'l ':':' e� y-' ,� <l?Ci ::, ...,-o� �6.- r"0u .  
Our Lord is being very exclusive in this statement .  It  
means "I" and no one but "I ." No other religious teacher, 
no prophet, no apostle, NO ONE can make the claim that the 
Lord Jesus makes here. 

Note al so that the verb "am" is in the present tense -
which means, "I am" NOW, 

I ahrays have been, 
I ahrays will be, 

the one and only "light of the world." 

The idea is that if Jesus Christ is not the Light, then the 
;rorld is held hopelessly in the grip of sin and ignorance --
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AND 'fRESH: COMJ3INED N8AN DARKNESS! 

Our Lord is "the light of the world" 
all classes, in all periods of history, 
is only one "light" for any human being 
lives and whenever he has lived ! 

meaning all nations, 
for all ages. There 
wherever he has 

Do you believe that? 
-- and people do not 
and the truth! 

That is what you call dogmatic theology 
like for you to be dogmatic about God 

History v,ill teach us some important lessons -- if we are open 
to learn them. Let me cite one example. 

Back in 1880 in England, the Church of England appointed John 
Charles Ryle as the first Bishop of Liverpool . He was 65 when 
he became bishop -- and he held that position for 20 years. 

Recently a series of his charges and messages to the clergymen 
" of his Diocese have been published, and they provide fascinating 
reading for anyone \·,ho is interested in church history. Bishop 
Ryle speaks of things that encouraged him about the church, but 
he also speaks of the things that caused him alarm! One of the 
alarming things is mentioned many times in these addres ses. He 
called it "one of the greatest dangers by which Christianity 

is assailed in our day. The danger to which I refer 
" 

is the \�idespread decay of distinct doctrinal religion. 
And then he continues: 

"I  am afraid of an inward disease which appears to be grow
ing and spreading in all the Churches of Christ throughout 
the world. That disease is a disposition on the part of 
ministers to abstain from all sharply-cut doctrine, and a 
distaste on the part of professing Christi�Ds for all 
distinct statements of dogmatic truth. • •  The hidden 
enemy within the camp is far more dangerous than the foe 
outside. " 

He said in this address that we "desire to have the fruits of 
Christianity without the roots, 
to have Christian morality 
without Christian doctrine. 

He continues, 
" I  will not w"eary you with a catalogue of the strong, and 
loose utterances ,'hich come incessantly • • • about inspira
tion, about the atonement, about the sacrifice and death of 
Christ, about the incarnation, about miracles, about Satan, 
about the Holy Spirit, about future punishment • • •  The 
consequences of this widespread dislike to distinct doctrine 
are very serious. Whether we like it or not, it is an 
epidemic which is just now doing great harm, and specially 
among young people. It creates, fosters, and keeps up an 
immense amount of instability in religion. It produces ;,hat 
I must venture to call, if I may coin a phrase, a ' jelly-fish 
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Christianity in the land: that i s ,  a Christianity without 
bone, or muscle ,  or po<;er. A- j elly-fish, as every one knows 
"ho has been much by the seaside, is a pretty and graceful 
object "hen it floats in the sea, contracting and expanding 
�ike a little delicate transparent umbrella. Yet the same 
jelly-fish, "hen cast on the shore , is a mere helpless lump, 
without capacity for movement , self-defence,  or self-preser
vation. Alasl it is a vivid type of �ch of the religion 
of this day, of which the leading principle i s  -- ' No 
dogma, no distinct tenets ,  no positive doctrine . ' "  

And then let me conclude Bishop Ryle ' s  comments with these 
1Vords: 

"And last , and ,;orst of all ,  1Ve have myriads of worshippers, 
respectable church-going people, 1Vho have no distinct and 
definite views about any point in theology • • •  They think 
everybody is right and nobody >;rong, everything is true and 
nothing is false, all sermons are good and none are bad, 
every clergyman is sound and no clergyman unsound. They 
are 'tossed to and fro, like children, by every ",ind of 
doctrine ' ;  often carried mlay by some new excitement and 
sensational movement ; ever ready for new things , because 
they have no firm grasp on the old; and utterly unable to 
! render a reason of the hope that is in them. ' 

"Distinct and positive doctrine is at a discount just n01V. 
Instability and unsettled notions are the natural result, 
and meet us in every direction. Cleverness and earnestness 
are the favourite idols of the age . 1Nhat a man says matters 
nothing, hO"Jever strange and heterogen;;;:;us are the opinions 
he expresses ! If he is only brilliant and ' earnest, ' he 
cannot be ,;rong! Never 1Vas it so important for laymen . to 
hold systematic vie"s of truth, and for ordained ministers 
to ' enunciate doctrine ' very clearly and distinctly in their 
teaching" (Charges � Adresses, PP. 48-54) .  

May the Lord have mercy on us if we dare to ",ater dO>Jn the truth 
of Scripture in any vray. \>/hen our Lord say, "I  am the light of 
the "orld, " let us take it for 'dhat it means and teach it "ith
out compromising "i th it in any ,;ay. 

Let us proclaim it and believe it.  

But before I close note t"o more points: 

II. THE EVIDENCE THA'J' vIE BELIEVE THE CLAIM (John 8 :  1 2b) • 

John has already indicated a number of times that it is 
necessary for a person to believe in order to be saved -
or to receive Christ -- or to drink of the living 'dater. 
They all mean the same -- and no person can possibly be 
saved 1;ho does not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 



But what does the Lord say here? Listen : " • • •  he that  
follo;leth me shall not walk in darkness , but shall have "the 
light of . life." 

-- ---

Will you notice that you have a verb in the present tense, 
and then two verbs in the future tense? 

What is the point? 

We are not saved from darkness by following ; we" are saved by 
believing , and ",e manifest the reality of our faith by 
follo",ing! A person who truly believes will follo", Christ 
in a life of obedience to His ",ill ,  and the person I;ho 
follo,vs Christ "lill not "Talk in darkness. The person ",ho 
lofalks in darkIless is not follo",ing Christ, and the person 
",ho is not following Christ does not kno", Him a s  Saviour. 

I am not saying a Chri stian cannot fail and fall, but I am 
saying that he ",ill not live that way -- and that is what  
the Lord is saying here. Salvation and darkness cannot 

live together. 
One other thing 

III. OTHER RESULTS OF BELIEVING THE CLAIM OF CHRIST. 

A. We know where He carne from. " 

B .  We kno", why He ",as here. 

C. We know where He has gone. 

D. ive not only know Him, but we know His Father. 

We cannot knOl; God except through Christ, and it  is 
impossible to "know Christ without kno",ing God. 

Concl : The Jew s had their religion. They had even the Old 
Testament. They had their ceremonies, and their place 

of worship. BUT THEY DID NOT HAVE CHRIST. Consequently, they 
did not have God , and they did not have either the light or the 
life. 

What a picture this is of many, many people today! They go to 
church. They may even belong to a church. They even read the 
Bible occasionally. They may even give consistently to the 
church. But the question is : Do they have Christ? If not, 
they do not have eternal life -- and are still in ignorance and 
in sin. 

Make sure today! 
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THE URGENT NEED TO BELIEVE 
Jolm 8 : 21 -30 

Intro : From the writing of Jolm ' s  Gospel it ,/Ould seem that 
nothing infuriated men more than for the Lord to say 

' _  that there " as something they could !l2i do ! 

Quotation in the Seven Star Diary: "If man will persevere , 
nothing "'ill be impossible for him to do . "  

Even today we have a song which talks about "the manliness of 
God, "  and the counterpart of that emphasis is the godliness .£.f. 
�. It is very popular today to humanize God and to deify man. 
Consequently, we undergo a real shock when we come to the 
Scriptures ,  even to the words of the Lord Jesus, and find that 
God is still God, and that He is still absolutely sovereign over 
man. 

In our text this morning the Lord says very clearly and very 
emphatically, "l'Ihither I go , ye cannot come . "  (See v. 21 . ) 
In fact, all through the 21 st verse there is a contrast between 
our Lord and men, with the Lord saying very definitely what was 
going to happen to both! (Read. ) 
The reason for this statement is found in another statement 
'''hich the Lord uses 3x in this passage. You have it once in 
v. 21 , and 2x in v. 24. It is that "ye • • •  shall die in 
your sins . 1t 

There is one significant difference bet",een these three state'
ments :  
1
2
) In v. 21 " sins" should be in the singular, sin. 
) In v. 24 both are in the plural in the original .Greek. 

There are two possible reasons for this :  
1) That the Lord is referring first to  the sin nature , and then 

to acts of si.n. 
-- --

2 ) That the singular has reference to the particular sin that 
the Lord is dealing with in this passage: the sin of � 
belief. 

Both ideas certainly could apply. 

So , reading the latter part of v. 24, we can see: 

1 .  THE BASIC REASON FOR THE URGENCY TO BELIEVE 
you Ifill die in your sins (Jolm 8 :  24b) . 

Note: 

if you do not , 

A. The certainty of it -- being especially the words of the 
Lord Jesus . 

B. The awful finality of it. This is the worst that oan 
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happen t o  man. And once it does take place, it is  
irreversible. There are no second chances after death ! 

We even know that this is the reason for death. If 
there had been no sin, there would be no death -
physically, spiritually, eternally, or any other way! 

C .  Only one way of escape. You will die, but you will not 
"die in your sins. "  

This is the burden of what the Lord l;as saying. The 
fact that they were Jews was not enough, nor that they 
vrere religious Je\vs , nor sincere , nor zealous, nor any
thing else. There was only one hope offered to men, 
and that is expressed in oUr Lord ' s  l;ards, "If ye believe 
not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. "  

But , since it is important to believe, what does it mean to 
believe? (Note the controversy over v. 30 -- the possibility 
that this was not saving belief, or faith. ) 

II.  THE REAL MEANING OF 12 BELIEVE. 

It i s  not just an acceptance of certain facts (although that 
is included,  as we shall see in a moment) , but it is placing 
our trust in that Person and in ,vhat He has done -- the One 
Who is the object of our faith, namely, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

In other words, ,Ie believe that because He is "Tho He is,  
and because of what He has done, He has done everything 
necessary to satisfy God, and so we trust Him alone , and 
not anyone or anything else, to be ou� Saviour! 

It is, possible to believe facts about Christ without trust
ing in Chris t .  We need to do both. One without the other 
is not saving faith. 

But now let us look at • 

III. THE FACTS WE NEED TO B,ELIEVE IN ORIlER NOT TO DIE IN OUR SINS. 

There are mentioned here for us by the Lord Himself. Notice 
carefully what they are . It is only as you believe these , 
and trust Christ,  that you can escape eternal judgment for 
your sins. 

A. We need to believe that there is an infinite difference 
betl,een the Lord Jesus Christ and all other men. 

See how it is expressed by the Lord in v. 23. 

It i s  the difference bet';leen Deity and humanity, 
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beh/een absolute perfection and total depravity, 
betlveen complete holiness and utter sinfulness.  

You cannot possibly be saved as long as you believe that 
Jesus Christ is just another human being like you and I 
are ! It i s  impossible for words to express the great 
gulf that exists between the nature of Jesus of Christ 
and the nature of any human being, even the greatest 
among men ! 

B.  We need to believe in that which is expressed in the 
words, "he that sent me is true" (John 8 : 26) . 

The Lord, according to John' s Gospel , loved to speak of 
the fact that He had been " sent" by the Father !  

I just want t o  pick up two truths from this - - which you 
must believe if you are not to die in your sins. 

1 .  That He was a real human being. 

Nobody in the crowd was denying that -- and neither 
can " e !  This i s  a miracle, but it is true -- and 
an essential part of our faith. 

2 .  That He continued t o  b e  God even though He had 
become a man. 

There was nothing about becoming human that changed 
in any respect -the absolute Deity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He was � lE.  human flesh. Cf. John 1 : 1 4. 

If you deny these, and if your heart is not changed 
before you die , you will die in your sins ! 

Let me mention another thing you must believe . It has to do 
with the things "hich the Lord Jesus taught. 

C .  I,e need t o  believe that His I,ords were the Word o f  God 
-- and that He never taught anything that "as not true, 
that His words are our final authority. 

See vv. 26b , 28b. 

In fact, we can extend this to all that He did "hile He 
"as here on earth: 

2
1 ) "I  do nothing of myself" (v. 28m) . 

) "I do al"ays those things that please him , "  1 .  e . ,  
that please the Father. 

Do you argue "ith the Lord? Do you thiruc your oplnlon 
is as good as His ,  or do you thillic that there are others 



;rho lme1f (or know) as much about life ' s  problems as He 
did? 

If so, h01f can you claim to believe Him, to be trusting 
Him? And, if you are no.t trusting Him, you ,,,ill die in 
your sins ! 

There i s  one other thing that needs to be emphasized here: 

D. We need to believe that the solution for man ' s sin is 
to be found only at the cross of Jesus Christ -- when 
the Son of man was "lifted up" (John 8: 28 ,  29) . 

Read these t,ro verses ,  noticing hO\" many things we "kno,I' 
when we understand this about the cro s s !  

�fuen Jesus Christ died, it left nothing for man t o  do 
for his salvation. If Jesus Chris had not died, no man 
would ever have been able to do enough. 

Salvation i s  not a cooperative ",ork between God and man, 
it is a divine work, from start to finish, and Jesus 
Christ alone is the Saviour of men by virtue of His 
death for sins on the cro s s !  

I have been reading a book" this past ;Ieek in "hich the 
author emphasizes that faith rests on facts,  and that any 
faith 1fhich does not rest on facts is not faith, but 
fantasy! 

Truer ;rords were never spoken. 

But I must deal Hith one other part of this text before I close. 
It is a very, very solemn part -- and it emphasizes even more 

� urgent need to believe. 

It is found in v. 21 . 

IV. IT IS URGENT THAT loJE BELIEVE NOVI BECAUSE THE TIME MAY COME 
,/HEN WE 1,/ILL SEEK Hm, BUT NOT BE ABLE TO FIND HIM. 

See John 8 : 21 . 

For any of you who are Hithout Christ , I would like to 
frighten you Hith these Hords .  I would like to frighten 
you until you Hould not be able to sleep, or eat, or con
centrate on your work, or hide your fear in any pleasure. 
I ",ould like to do that because I believe that is "hat the 
Lord Has seeking to do here. 

After all, you get frightened about a lot of other things , 
but you are not afraid of dying in your sins ! 
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In our humanizinc of God and our deifying of man He have 
given men the idea that you can: 
1 � Treat God any l�ay you want to.  
2 Decide to become a Christian ,Then you are ready. 
3 Make up your mind about God after you have done every

thing else that you want to do. 

If you are concerned about your soul this morning, I know of 
nothing in Scripture to guarantee that you will feel the 
same "ay this afternoon. The Bible say,?, "NOW i s  the accept
ed time • • . " 

Concl: Let me close by giving you two warnings from Scripture. 

The first was has to do with Felix, the Roman governor. See 
Acts 24:24, 25. 

Do you notice ho" he treats, 
'God like he ,lOuld treat any man less 

than himself? Did he ever have that "convenient" time? Do you 
think that these ',�ords are still ringing in Felix' heart -- dmID 
to this very hour? 

The second has to do l�i th Esau. See Reb. 12: 14-17 . 

When Esau ate that pottage, � closed a door that he would never 
be able to get open again! 

Do you think that your case will be any different? Why do you 
thiw( these things are recorded in Scripture? 

It is important for all of us to make sure -- that \'Ie believe 
these great truths , and that \'Ie are trusting the Lord Jesus 
Christ , and Rim alone, as our Saviour, sO that , ;when \'Ie die, 
� \'Iill not die � .2!lE.  sins ! 



TRUE DISCIPLES 
John 8: 31-36 

Intro: up to this point our Lord had been speaking to "Phari
sees" and to "the Jews" who did not believe. 

Now a change is being introduced. 

Our text begins in v. 31 with the words, "Then said Jesus to 
those Jews which believed on him . "  

But even here we must make a distinction - - because the Lord 
makes a distinction. 

By the words, "disciples indeed, "  or TRUE DISCIPLES, the Lord 
indicates that , while there are those who truly believe, it is  
also possible for some to make a good start , an apparently 
sincere profession of faith, who do not really believe. 

We had this kind of a situation in John 6 : 66 .  (Read. ) 
Also, we had in our text of last week the clear statement of our 
Lord that some would seek Him who would not be able to find Him. 
See John 8: 21 . 

But it i s  interesting to see how the Lord graciously responds to 
those who professed to believe. He begins immediately to mini
ster to them. Even when they make a foolish claim about their 
relationship to Abraham, He does not reject their olaim, but 
seeks to bring them to an understanding of the truth without 
flatly contradicting what they have just said. 

Time is the vital element in testing faith. Let us not jump to 
conclusions ,,'hen � profess faith in Christ, but let us respond 
to them like the Lord did, and work with .them like He did. 

How can we identify true disciples? How can "we be sure that we 
are true disciples? 

In our text the Lord gives at least four marks of identifioation. 
They have to do with: 
1 1 The Scriptures .  
2 Sin. 
3 Salvation. 
4 The Son of God. 

Let us look at eaoh of these. 

I .  TRUE BELIEVERS ANJ) THE SCRIPTURES . 

This i s  the foundational evidence .  The others grow out of 
this because it is  in the \"ord that we are taught about sin, 
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about salvation, and about Christ.  

A true disciple .will not only make an initial response to the 
Word, but he will "continue . "  The Word will become his meat 
and drink. It will become his final authority. He will be
come conscious of his own ignorance ,  and of how much he needs 
to learn. After all Jl disciple is "Jl learner, pupil" 
(Thayer, p. 386 ) .  

Alford, in his Greek New Testament (I ,  794) tells us what 
it means to "continue" ; 

"Remaining in His word is not merely obeying His 
teaching, but is the inner conviction of the truth 
of that revelation of Himself • • •  " 

So continuing involves an acceptance of: 
1) The doctrines of Scripture. 
2 )  The teachings of Scripture as they relate to our daily 

lives.  

Matthe>r Henry indicates that saving faith must be sound 
faith, and that it must "continue" until it becomes strong 
faith -- and that all true faith come from and is related to 
the 'lIard of God! 

This is the first evidence of a true believer. Nothing can 
take its place. You can never exhaust it,  but you must 
"continue" in it if you are really a diSCiple .-- a true 
believer in Christ . 

And we have the Lord ' s  promise that two things will result: 
1) "And ye shall know the truth" -- not all at onc e ,  and 

never completely, but as you continue to search it and 
to believe it and to obey it,  "ye shall knO\,," it ! We 
will learn more about knowing the \vord before we finish 
the Gospel of John. 

2 )  "And the truth shall make you free. "  The Word of God 
has a liberating effect on the lives of those 'Iho really 
believe. But what is the Lord talking about -- freedom 
from ",hat? 

This leads us to our next point: 

II. TRUE DISCIPLES AND SIN. 

The "They" of v. 33 must refer to "those Jews which believed 
on him, " mentioned in v. 31 . According to "'hat we have 
said, some really believed; others only made an empty pro
fession. 

But this is ",here the Lord touched a sore spot. Man does not 
like to be told that he i s ,  or has been, a slave -- that he 
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has been unable to help himself. lfuny Hho profe ss to be 
Christians despise the doctrine of depravity and they refuse 
to believe that ultimately things are not under their con
trol. 

They ,,,ill sho;, hOH they have given up certain �, but they 
cannot shoH that they have given up sinning! And, to go 
back to our first point, the person Hho is not continuing in 
the 1{ord is going to have a very inade 'luate idea of Hhat sin 
is! 

Look at  the re sponse of these '''ho professed to believe in 
the Lord. (Read v. 33. ) 

They "ere talking about �; the Lord Has talking about sin. 

But even if Y01I ,-,anted to talk about men, had they forgotten 
about Egypt, about Babylon, and even then -- about Rome? 

Notice this evidence of their b�ih��ess -- spiritual blind
ness! 

But notice the gracious Hords, and yet very strong "ords, of 
our Lord in vv. 34-36. 

He is not talking about bondag� to �, but about man 's 
bondage to SIN! 

And SO here is the second mark of a true disciple : He is 
free! Not free to sin, nor free from the possibility of 
sinning, but free from the slavery of sin. He no longer has 
to sin. The bondage is broken and removed . And this is -
only possible in Christ. 

Cf. 1 John 3 : 9 ,  "1{hosoever is born of God doth not commit 
sin " 

Do you 'lualify -- even in your attitude to"ard sin? 

Let us go on to a third mark of a true disciple : 

III. TRUE DISCIPLES liliD SALVATION. 

I "ant to look for a moment at t"o sides of of one truth 
related to the Hhole doctrine of salvation. It  has to do 
"i th "hat \-Ie usually refer to as eternal security. 

You have the doctrine in the latter part of v. 35  where "Son" 
should be spelled "ith a small s. Our Lord wa s responding 
to the objection of the Je"s. He is not denying that they 
were in Abraham's house (as natural descendants), but He is  
saying that there were there as bond-slave s, not as sons! 
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If they wanted a pe��ent place in Abraham' s  house and to 
be heirs of the promises of salvation which God gave to 
Abraham, they had to be Abraham' s  sons -- his spiritual sons 
by faith. 

The servant does not have a permanent place in the house ,  
BUT A SON DOES ! Once a son, you can never b e  anything else! 
You are secure in that relationship. 

But remember: We are talking about true 
,·rho claim to be, but are not in reality. 
different? Do people only have to claim 
eternallY secure? 

disciples and 
How are they 

sonship to be 

Let us go back to the word "continue" in v. 31 . 

those 

Ho" can you tell that a person is truly saved, and thus 
eternally secure in Christ? It i s  because he continues .  
This used t o  be called TIlE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS ! 

A true disciple, a true son, will " continue , "  he will 
persevere . He may have troubles .  He may occasionally fall 
into sin. But he will not quit. .And he certainly will not 
live in his sin. And by his perseverance he l'IHl show that 
he i s  a true disciple and thus eternally. secure in Christ.  

One more point -- the fourth and last: 

IV. TRUE DISCIPLES AND TIlE SON OF GOD. 

"My word" in v. 31 is not only the Word which the Lord gave, 
but it is the Hord ,.,hich speaks of Him. 

Link this with "the truth" in v. 32,  and then with v. 36. 

,,!hen I'le continue in the Word, 
we learn more about sin, 
we learn more about salvation, 
we learn more about the Lord Jesus Christ • 

.And you ,rill never find a true disciple 'who will hesitate to 
say, "If the Son therefore shall make you free, 

ye shall be free indeed, "  truly free , actually free, 
not just pretending to be free • 

.And, at the same time, a true disciple will say, "If the Son 
has not made you free ,  you � not free -- because freedom 
from sin comes ONLY through Christ l "  

Concl: Are you a true disciple? Are the marks of identifica
tion there? If not , your only hope is in Christ. Come 

to Him now, and believe I'lith all your heart. 



'rHE DEVIL ' S CHILDREN 
John 8: 37-47 

Intro: Every true Christian should read a passage like this 
with tharucsgiving to the Lord -- for several reasons: 

1 )  That we are no longer in the condition described here by 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 )  That God has seen fit to  give us this kind of teaching in 
Scripture . We get it no place else (unless it is altered 
so as to be filled with error) 

b
a

c

� That there is a "devil . "  
That he has children. 
That his children can be identified by certain charac
teristics .  

3 )  That such teaching makes it possible for us to tell others, 
so that we may see 'lhat Paul describes in the follo,ling 
words of 2 Tim. 2: 25b , 26, 

" • • •  if God peradventure will give them repentance 
to the acknowleding of the truth; And that they may 
recover themselves out of the snare of the devil ,  
who are taken captive by him at his will , "  

or as the NIV says, 
"who has taken them captive to do his will . "  

Let us approach this passage prayerfully, with our dependence 
upon the Lord to protect us , and that He may see fit to open the 
eyes and hearts of any here this morning who need to know the 
Saviour. 

Cf. Eph. 6: 1 0-1 2 .  

Let us note from the passage before us , first of all . • • 

I .  THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DEVIL ' S CHILDREN. 

But before we speak of the characteristics ,  \;e need to 
clarify who l</e mean by the devil ' s  children. 

I see no need to identify them in any other way than that 
they are all of the people of the world who do not know the 
Lord Jesus as Saviour. Thus , at one time it would have 
included all of us . 

vie have a similar expression in Eph. 2 :  3b where Paul speaks 
of all men as "by nature the children of wrath. "  

So \{e are not talking about the members of some cult (al
though they would be included) , nor are we limiting ourselves 
to those who have given themselves to Satanic practices of 
worship (although they would be included, too) . But we are 
speaking of all who are without Christ. 



John n : 37-iJ 7 ( 2 )  
The first thing that can be  said is:  

A. They are like their father (John B: 44a) . 

Spiritually the unregenerate people of the world o\ole 
their origin to the Devil. 

T\oIo 

�� 
things characterize him: 
He is a murderer. 
He is a liar. 

Now \ole can thank God that \ole do not see these charac
teristics to the same degree in every person, but the 
possibilities are always there , the potential for the 
greatest possible sin. And there are hardly two sins 
which have been more characteristic of the human family 
than these: murder and lying. 

Two of the ten commandments deal specifically �Tith 
these. 

B. The characteristics identified by the Lord: 

Let us start at the beginning of our text, and move 
through it dealing with the appropriate verses .  

1 .  They are inclined toward self-deception -- in at 
least two ways: 

By saying, "We be Abraham' s  seed" (v. 33) , they 
were • • •  

a. Showing their dependence upon their natural 
heritage . 

b .  Showing their dependence upon religion and 
�eligious observances. 

With the Gentiles it might be expressed in a 
different way, but the same tend,ency is there ! 

But the characteristics soon show themselves in another 
direction: 

2 .  They reject the claims of Christ. See vv. 37,  42. 

Thank God, again, man ' s  rejection of Christ is 
expressed in varying degrees.  It is not always 
that we see a desire to kill Him. Men often 9xtoll 
His virtues ,  His teaching, His works -- but they 
deny His Deity, His mission to save , and certainly 
that He 'is the only way to God! 
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Consequently it  should not be surprising to  find another 
very important item on their rejection list: 

3 .  They reject the word of God. See vv. 31 , 38a, 40. 

Here again they may praise certain parts of it. 
They may even say that the Bible contains some words 
of God. 

But to accept the whole of Scripture \>lith all of its 
teaching as the only infallible and unchanging Word 
of God -- that is going too far, and they ,rill not 
accept it. 

And note: They are deaf to it. See v. 43.  Satan 
has seen to this.  

----

2 Cor. 4: 3 ,  4 tells us also about hO\>l the Devil has 
blinded the minds of men so that they cannot under
stand. 

In addition \>le have all of the teaching of Eph. 2:  
1 -3 with its emphasis that people ,;ithout Christ are 
spiritually �. 
How could the situation be more hopeless.  

But then there are t\>lO other things \>lhich our Lord 
mentions in this passage . They have to do with the 
attitude of the people of the world toward the devil 
� though they may not � conscious 2f \>lhat is going 
on! 

This is one of the reasons it is so ,wnderful that we 
have the Word of God -- it tells us not only things that 
\>le ,fill learn from no other source ,  but \>le can al so !mO\>l 
that ,;hat it says is true ! 

4. 'rhey are ;rillingly subject to the Devil -- and this 
is seen in t1-l0 Hays: 

a. They are listening to him. See v. 38b. Many 
manuscripts have the ,rord hear instead of "seen" 
in the latter part of the verse .  

They do not listen to the Word, but they do 
listen to the Devil. And he does a lot of talk
ing, just as he did in the Garden of Eden! 

b.  They (lit. ) \>lill to do the Devil ' s \1ill (\>lhich 
is the \1ay v. 44ashould be translated) . 

The ,;arId does not rebel against the Devil. It 
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",holeheartedly agrees  ,,,i th him. The human "'ill 
is set in the Devil ' s  direction, not in God ' s !  

Do you ",onder ;,hy so many people find pleasure 
in rejcting the truth and living in sin? It is 
because they are listening �o a different voice 
from the one you listen to. 

Hov' ",auld it be possible to present a more hopeless situation? 
Man is deaf to the ,lord of God. He "'ills to do "'hat the Devil 
",ants him to do . He really does not lmo", '''hat is  going on. 
And he finds a deep, uncontrollable aversion to Christ and to 
the 'lIard of God in his heart. 

Is there anything that � be done? 

YES,  THERE IS ! And the ans",er is to be found in the passage 
before us this morning. 

II.  THE DELIVERANCE OFFERED TO TRE DEVIL ' S  CHILDREN. 

Our Lord mentioned three things. In a sense ",e might say 
that they are things "'hich are all bound up in one. 

Listen carefully. 

But , you say, haven' t  you just told us that the people 
of the ",arId "cannot hear" (v. 43)? 

Yes ,  I have ! 

But let me ask you a question: lifHY DO YOU HAVE THESE 
STATEl1ENTS FROl1 OUR LORIl? 
1 )  V. 38 -- "I speak that "'hich I have seen ",i th my 

Father. II 

V. 40 -
told you 
v. 43 
point is 
V. 45 
v. 46 

"But nOl; ye seek to kill me , a man that hatl: 
the truth, "'hich I have heard of God. "  
"Why do ye not understand my speech? (The 
that He ",as talking to them. ) 
" I tell you the truth. "  
" And if I say the truth . ?" 

\{hy did the Lord give the truth to people ",ho ",ere deaf 
to it? 

Because ,  by the miracle of His grace ,  His Word is the 
very instrument that He uses to open the ears of the 
deaf so that they hear and understand the life-giving 
Word of God! 

h ·  . d ak '  And this is ",hy ",e T l S  lS ",hy the Lor ",as spe lng. 
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"preach the 'dord. " If people are ever to "hear , "  it 
"rill be as the Spirit of God uses the Word of God to 
get the truth into their ears and from there into their 
hearts !  

Cf. 2 Tim. 4: 1 -5 .  

The second thing is this :  

B .  Believe it. 

Notice vv. 45, 46. 

"Faith cometh by hearing • . "  (Rom. 10 : 1 7 ) .  

Don' t  ask me how. That i s  not our business. But it 
does !  That is  a work which God does !  

It  is "the truth" (vv. 32  -- 2x, 40, 44  -- 2x, 45 , 46 ) .  
John uses the Hard "truth" in John 8 more than in any 
other chapter in the whole Gospel. 

Have no doubt about it -- it is the 'IToI'd of God! The 
devil will always lie to YOu; the Lord never will!  

Cf. 1 Thess.  2: 1 3 . 
"For this cause also thank: l1e God without ceasing, 
because ,  when ye received the word of God I1hich ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth, the word of God, which 
effectually 110rketh also in you that believe . "  

Oh, believe this morning that I1hat the Lord i s  saying 
here is  truth! 

C. Love ·the Lord Jesus. 

See v. 42. "If God "ere your Father,  y!!. 110uld love .!'m!. " 

To love Him means that you choose Him, you are trusting 
Him, you hear Him, you will nOI1 obey Him and please 
Him, that you delight in Him, that you want to be with 
Him. 

There is no other way to be freed from sin and freed 
from the Devil ' s  family except through the redeeming 
,,,ark of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Concl : May the Lord use His ,Tord this mOrning to take those who 
hear out of the Devil ' s  family and into the family of 

God. 



JlBRAHAJ.! ,  OR ClffiIST 
John 8 : 48-59 

Intro: The message of our Lord which we conclude this morning 
began back in John 8 : 1 2 .  

One of the most significant things about this message i s  that 
� � is interrupted 1Q times !  

Three of these are in our text today. Note the 10 :  
1 )  V. 1 3 . 
2) V. 1 9 .  
3 V. 22. 
4 V. 25. 
5 v. 33 .  
6 V.  39 .  
7 V. 41 . 
8 V. 48. 
9 Vv. 52, 53.  

10  V.  57.  

The Lord' s message seems to be gaining ground up to v. 30. 

But after the statement of vv. 31 , 32, the favorable attitude 
of the crowd seems to have deteriorated rapidly. 

Note how it was the Lord' s  purpose to teach the truth, Q£1 to 
CoUrt the raw of men. 

If we note the final three interruptions of the crowd in this 
last part of our Lord ' s  message, and His response in each case , 
we have our divisions of this_ passage of Scripture -- \'lith the 
conclusion in v. 59. (It is most helpful to see it in a red 
letter Ne\'l Testament . )  

So the three divisions are: 

�� 
Vv. 48-51 . 
Vv. 52-56 . 

�� 
Vv. 57 , 58 . 
The conclusion: v. 59. 

All three sections have to do \'lith salvation. 

The first has to do \'lith the \'lay of salvation. 

The second has to do with salvation in the Old Testament as 
�pared \'lith salvation in the Ne\'l Testament. 

The third has to do \'lith the character of the Saviour. 

Finally, \'le see the tragic response ,  quite in contrast \'lith 
v. 30. 



Let us look at these three sections under the headings: 
1
2
) A vicious accusation -- and our Lord' s answer (vv. �8-51 ) .  
) ! tragic distortion -- and our Lord' s answer (vv. 52-56) . 

3 )  ! scornful re.jection -- and � Lord ' s  answer (vv. 57 , 58) . 
All of this i s  followed by the conclusion in v. 59. 

I. A VICIOUS ACCUSATION -- AND OUR LORD ' S  ANSvlliR (John 8: 
48-51 ) .  

A. The accusatian (v. 48) .  

It is hard to imagine any words which could have ShOWI 
greater contempt for our Lord. 

They charge Him I'Tith ",hat , to them, Has the worst: 
1 )  On the human level -- corrupters of the Word of God, 

and outcasts from salvation: "a Samaritan. "  
2 )  On the Satanic level -- that He was demon-possessed. 

B. Our Lord ' s  anSHer (vv. 49-51 ) .  

He does three things :  

1 .  H e  rej ects their charge : "I have not a devil , "  or 
demon (v. 49a) . 

2 .  He clarifies tHO points about His ministry: 

a.  "I  honour my Father" -- and then He adds, "and 
ye do dishonour me" (v. 49b ) ,  indicating that 
He was seeking God ' s  glory, and that they, in 
dishonoring Him, were actually dishonoring the 
Father! 

b .  "And I seek not my Ol'ln glory" -- and then He 
reminds them 'that it is the Father Who uses us 
as He sees fit: "there is one that seeketh and 
judgeth (v. 50) . 

Note hOH both of these are patterns for us in the 
ministry today! 

3 .  He reaffirms the Hay of salvation in the strongest 
possible Hay, limiting it to the message He had 
given (v. 51 ) .  

Three times in this message the Lord says, "Verily, 
verily. " In vv. 34, 51 , 58. 

"My saying" obviously refers to all of His teaching 
regarding the Gospel. To "keep" means to accept, 
to trust ,  and to obey. 
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This all led t o  our second point. 

I I .  A TRAGIC DISTORTION -- AND THE LORD ' S  ANSWER (John 8: 52-56 ) .  

David, in the Old Testament , wrote in Psalm 56: 5 ,  
"Every day they wrest my \"ords: all their thoughts 
are against me for evil . "  

Our Lord enemies were continually doing this to Him. This 
passage is one continual attempt to accuse Him of saying 
things He was not saying, and to ignore " hat He was saying. 

A. The distortion: interpreting our Lord ' s  statement of 
physical death alone (vv. 52, 53) . 

This is  the Jews longest interruption. Obviously they 
think that they have something here. 

It is clear that the Lord was not talking about physical 
death -- although it is true that faith in Christ helps 
us even there . 

But He is talking about eternal death, the second death, 
about hell -- and that there is only one way of escaping 
that ! 

But the Jews raised the Question of Abraham and the 
prophets ,  feeling that at last they have Him-rn ;-Corner 
from ",hich He will not be able to escape. 

B. The Lord ' s  answer (vv. 54-56) . 

He really does not explain ",hat He meant by "he shall 
never see death" (v. 51b) , BUT HE GOES ON TO SHOW THAT 
THEIR RESPONSE SHO,IED rvlO THINGS : 

�� 
They did not really know GOD. 
They did not know how Abraham was saved. See v. 56. 

THIS IS ONE OF THE GREATEST PASSAGES IN THE GOSPELS TO 
SHOW THAT SAlVATION IS THE SAME IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
THAT IT ':lAS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, THAT IT IS AlNAYS 
THROUGH CHRIST, AND THAT OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS ':IEHE SAVED 
BY FAITH IN CHRIST , LOOKING AHEAD TO HIS COMING! 

"fly day" speaks of the time of the Lord ' s  coming in 
fulfillment of the promises given to Abraham. 

Abraham never claimed to have been able to save himself, 
but he looked for the comiI).g of his Saviour -- so, YES, 
Christ is the greater � � two ! He is greater than 
any man you can compare Him with. 



I I I .  A SCORNFUL Rl!:JECTION - - AND OUR LORD ' S  ANSWER (John 0 :  57, 
58) • 

A. The rejection (v. 57). 

Notice ho", again they "Hrest" His ,;ords -- placing a 
merely hUlnan interpretation on ",ords that vlere given to 
convey the most ,;onderful spiritual truth ! 

B. The Lord' s  ans",er (v. 58) .  
NO"1 the Lord speaks of Himself -- and ,;e have from His 
OHTl lips � positive affirmation of His Deity. 

This is the key verse for all of the I AM' s of the Gos
pel of John. 

This statement links our Lord ",ith the God "'ho spoke to 
Moses in Ex. 3 : 1 3 ,  1 4  -- "I AM THAT I AM: and he (that 
is ,  the Lord) said, Thus shalt thou say unto the child
ren of Israel, I AJli hath sent me unto you. " 

\{e could translate the ;lords of our Lord, 
ham � born, 1. � al\;ays in existence. 
beginning; 1. did not.  

Before Abra
Abraham had a -- -

HoVl this must have staggered their minds ! They Vlere 
speaking to One vrho claimed to be over 2 , 000 years old 
-- and actually timeless Vlith respect to His existence. 

This is hovr John began His Gospel. See John 1 : 1 -3 .  

Ooncl: See v. 59. 

Our Lord' s  escape VIas like that in Luke 4: 30. 

vlhy did they want to kill Him? 
1 )  Because they believed that He VIas guilty of blasphemy -

amking Himself God! 
2) Because they did not like the place He gave Himself in the 

Scriptures .  
3)  Because they did not like the place He gave Himself in the 

salvation of all men -- that He vras the only Saviour, and 
that His message VIas the only Gospel. 

,mAT � IQ.1lll RESPONSE? 

Will you believe this and turn to Christ this morning, or Vlill 
you close the door on yourself, just like these men did after 
listening to the Lord speak so graciously and patiently and 
truthfully to them? 



�n -- t j l 0j '17  a . m .  

THE HaRK OF GOD at: DISPLAY 
John 9: 1 -1 2  

Intro: The whole 9th chapter of John deals with the miracle of 
sight for the man born blind, and the consequences that 

it had. 

He take up just the first 1 2  verses this morning which give us 
the account £f � healing. 

The chapter begins with: 

1. AN OBVIOUS ENPIIASIS ON THill LORD. This goes down through 
the first part of v. 7 .  

He are ooncerned with what the Lord was doing, 
what the Lord " saw, " 
what the disciples asked the Lord, 
the ansv,er that He gave to them, 
what the Lord did to the blind man, 
what He told the blind man to do. 

The Lord is the center of it all. 

But , out of these, note three things in particular: 

A. John tells us that our Lord " saw a man which was blind 
from his birth" (v. 1 b) . 

It is obvious from what follows that this was more than -- --
� casual glance ,  2r �  chance meeting. 

And, if we add to this what we were told in John 1 about 
the Lord and Nathanael , we can see that the Lord had a 
special reason for seeing this particular blind man. 
The Lord said to Nathanael ,  "Before that Philip called 
thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw 'Ghee . "  
Of. John 1 :  48b. 

This is clarified by the question that was raised by the 
disciples in which we see: 

B. The evidence of a divine purpose for this particular 
blind man. 

The disciples wanted to know, "Hho did sin ?" 

There are many interesting things about this question 
that we really do not have time to deal with, i. e. , 
relative to the cause of suffering in the world. BUT 
Tlm INPORTANT THING ABOUT TIm DISCIPLES ' QUESTION HAS 
TlIAT IT REFLl'JCTED AN IDEA TlIAT KEPT TlillN FROM SEEING 
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THE REAL ISSUE HERE. 

This was not a case where disease was a judgment for sin 
but ,.,here this man ("of age" according to v. 21, meaning 
probably 30 years of age or older) had been "born blind 
• • • that the works of God should be made manifest 
(L e. ,  openly displayed, put .9.£ exhibiti'Oil) in him. " 

And note: This does not mean that this \>lould have been 
true of � blind man, but of this articular blind �. 
Some diseases are due to sin ( see John 5: 1 4  , BUT NOT 
THIS ONE ! 

The blindness of this blind man had been ordained of 
God for the purpose of displaying the mighty po\.,er and 
glory of God through the Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
what we are concerned with when the Lord " Sal.," him. 

But notice another thing: 

C .  The initiative taken by the Lord -- without any evidence 
that the blind man himself made any request. See v. 6 .  

Commentators on tIle Scriptures down through the history 
of the Church have recognized with few exceptions that 
the miracles of our Lord, while being real , are typical 
in character in that they contain many lessons pointing 
to the greatest of all miracles: salvation itself ! 

Such is the case here. 

Here is a very great truth relating to salvation. It is 
this: The ,;ark always begins with God, not with us. 

We sing it in the hymn, 
"I sought the Lord, and afterward I knew 
He moved my .soul to seek Him, seeking me ; 
It "las not I that found, 0 Savior true ; 
No I was found of Thee ."  

The blind man did not ask for it. He could not have 
really known what he was missing. And what a parallel 
there is bet"leen this and salvation -- a truth that is 
brought out again 'lhen Peter and John in Acts 4 healed 
a man who had never walked! 

No person without salvation can possibly know hO"1 
wonderful it is ,  or that even such a thing exists!  

II.  THE UTTER HOPELESSNESS OF THE CASE -- "a man which \'las blind 
from his birth. " 

Maybe he did not even have any eye� at all. If he did, they 



had never been able to give him sight. THUS (and here is 
the point) , TI-lE LORll HAD TO GIVE HIM SOMETHING WHICH I-IE F...A1l 
NEVER HAll BEFORE ! He could not help himself. His parents 
had not been able "to -help him. His neighbors could not help 
him. The scribes and Pharisees has not done anything for 
him. His sightless eyes had made him a beggar -- with no 
prospect that he would ever be anything else! 

How important it is for every person to learn this about his 
spiritual need! 

But let us look at a third feature of this account : 

III. TI-IE UNLIKELY, EVEN OFFENSIVE MEANS THAT TRE LORD EMPLOYED 
FOR TI-IE RESTORATION OF HIS SIGHT. See v. 6 .  

There is a certain repulsiveness to  this -- our Lord spittin@ 
and then putting that I·[ith the clay on the blind man' s eyes.  
Did the blind man think that it might be a joke? Did it not 
even make his appearance worse, and, if anything, make it 
more impossible for him to see? 

Do you see the lesson in this? It has a very definite 
application to the Gospel. 

Listen to 1 Cor. 1 : 1 8,  23,  24: 
"For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness ;  but unto us which are saved it is the power 
of God. • • But Ive preach Christ crucified, unto the 
Je;[s a stumblingclock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;  
But unto them which � called, Christ the power of God, 
and the 1Visdom of God."  

Do you remember the reaction of Naaman the Syrian when 
Elisha sent ;lOrd to him to go wash in the Jordan seven times 
if he wanted to be healed of his leprosy? Cf. 2 Kings 5 .  

HoI'[ foolish the Gospel sounds to people 1L'1til they know what 
their real need is !  

But , then, I·[e see the faith of the blind man tried even more by: 

IV. 'rRE \{ORllS OF TI-IE LORll JESUS CHRIST -- ,/HEN RE TOLD TI-lE BLIND 
�IAN WHAT '.cO DO .  See v. 7a. 

Spurgeon (Vol . 33, pp. 453) says several things about our 
Lord' s words to the blind man. 

1 1  They formed a command. 
2 They vrere Hords '1,.,rhich were "exceedingly specific. "  
3 They \'Iere "intensely simple. " 
4 They \'Iere "distinctly personal . "  
5) They were ;[ords "for the present time . "  



Each of these points applies to the Gospel . 

And note ho'<l John ,Trites: "He (i .e . , the blind man) '<lent 
his way therefore , and washed. " 

vfuy did he go? Because the Lord said for him to do this 
and yet (AND NOTICE THIS IN PARTICULAR) at this point he 
really did not !mo;, "'ho the Lord ",as except by Name. He did 
not !mo;, if He were a sinner or not. And so he obviously 
did not understand that our Lord was Deity, the Son of God! 

But all of that did not make any difference at this point. 
Those things were to be clarified later. THE IMPORTANT 
THING IS TO SEE THAT "FAITH COMETH BY HEARING, AND HEARING 
BY THE WORD OF GOD , "  OR OF CHRIST, EVEN WHEN YOU DO NOT 
KNOltl � IT IS THE � OF GOD! ! !  -- -- - - -

Let us -remember this when Ife use the ,lord, or Ifhen Ife are 
inclined to back away from using it. The \vord of God is 
powerful � � � do not !mOIf what we are Usi� or 
� 1£ they deny that it i§!. the \vord 2i 21 

WHAT HAPPENED? 

V. THE RESULT: H", "came seeing" (John 9:7b) . 

A. It '<las instantaneous -- not a process.  

B.  It Ifas recognized: 

1 .  By the blind man himself. The Apostle John in his 
first Epistle gives us the evidences. 

Cf. John 9 : 25  for the blind man ' s  testimony, and v.1 1. 

2 .  By some of his neighbors. See John 9 : 9. Cf. 2 Cor. 
5 : 1 7 .  You cannot be spiritually healed Ifithout 
becoming "a new creature . "  

C .  I-t ;,as permanent . And so  is salvation. 

Concl: Nay I ask a question as I close? 

Do you suppose there is any possibility that the Lord is seeing 
anyone here this morning as He " saw" that man that day? Do you 
suppose there is  a spiritually blinded sinner here this morning 
to ;,hom the Lord intends to give spiritual sight . As you have 
listened to this story, have you seen yourself? 

Then listen one more time. The ,lord of God says , "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ , and thou shalt be saved" -- a command, 
very specific, as simple as it can be, very, very personal, and 
for you NOW! Believe a.. ...... b. De sa-.('€,.d. , a..s ...t.� e.. b\,,,,J., Vv'\aV\ we..'V\.\::. , 
aV\.A Wa.s�e. A ,  a.,V"\d. t...-a..YY\� se.e.:\Y"\g l 



"AND THEY CA3er HIM OUT" 
John 9: 1 3-34 

Intro : In going through the Gospel of John ;,e need to remind 
ourselves every once in a while of John ' s  � purpose 

in ;lri ting this Gospel. See John 20: 30, 31 . 

Of the signs, or miracles ,  this miracle in John 9 is #6. 

others are: 
The changing of water into wine -- John 2 .  
The healing of the nobleman ' s  son -- John 4 .  
The healing of the man who had been crippled for 38 years -
John 5 .  
The feeding of the 5 ,000 -- John 6 .  
Jesus walking on the 'vater -- John 6 .  
The giving of sight to  the man born blind -- John 9 .  
The raising of Lazarus -- John 1 1 .  

These are His pre-resurrection miracles. 

In John 9 we have three divisions: 

2
1 )  The miracle performed (John 9 : 1 - 1 2 ) .  

) The trial of the former blind man (John 9: 1 3-3� ) .  This led 
to his excommunication. 

3) The salvation of the man who had been given sight (John 9: 
35-41 ) .  

� � � � � text this morning is actually .§!: trial -- .§!: 
trial .2f � � to whom the Lord had given sight . 

There are three stages 
1 )  First, ",e have the 

See vv. 1 3-1 7 .  
2) Second, the former 

stand (vv. 1 8-23 ) .  
selves. 

to the trial : 
man himself on the stand ( so to speak) . 

blind man ' s  parents are called to the 
It is apparent that they perjure them-

Finally, the man is called back to the stand a second time 
(vv. 24-34 ) .  

He i s  being tried before the Sanhedrin. No other group " ould 
have the authority to take the drastic action ;,hich they did. 
The verdict: EXCOMMUNICATION: 

Let us look at these three phases to the trial. 

I .  THE MAN ON TIlE STAND (John 9: 1 3-1 7) . 

We see first that we have • 

A. The time of the miracle noted (v. 1 4 ) .  

I t  was On a Sabbath Day! 



This ;Ias to be a major factor. The Lord had deliberate
ly chosen this day, as He often did. 

B. The two questions he was asked: 

1 .  How did it happen? Cf. v. 1 5 .  

2 .  What do you say about the One who performed the 
miracle? Cf. v. 1 7 .  

The answer: "He i s  a prophet" -- by ;rhich he "ould 
not only mean a miracle "lOrker like Elijah and Eli
sha, but a man of God like Isaiah and Jeremiah and 
the other prophets -- a man with a message from God! 

Eishop Ryle cites the following passages to show 
that this Has "the first idea about oux Lord Hhich 
the Jewish mind seemed ready to embrace" ( r ,  599) . 
See: 
1 )  . Matt. 21 : 1 1 , at the time of the triumphal entry, 

"And the multitude said, This is  Jesus , the 
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. "  

2 )  Matt. 21 : 46 ,  regarding the Sanhedrin, 
Eut when they sought to lay hands on him, they 
feared the multitude, because they took him for 
a prophet . "  

3)  Matt. 1 6: 1 4 ,  we have what the disciples told the 
Lord just before Peter' s  great confession, 
"And they said, Some say that thou art John the 
Eaptist; some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or 
one of the prophets. "  All were prophets who ,Iere 
mentioned. 

There are several others, but I cite one more: 
4) Luke 24: 1 9 ,  the disciples with the Lord on the 

road to Emmaus .  When oux Lord asked them '''hat 
they were bothered about , they said, 
"Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who ,laS a prophet, 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people ."  

II.  THE PARENTS ON THE STAN]) (John 9 : 1 8-23 ) .  

They were asked two questions: 

A. "Is this youx son, who ye say 1fas born blind?" (v. 1 9 ) .  

E .  "How, ·then, doth he n01f see?" (v. 1 9 ) .  

They anS1fer the first; they avoid ans1fering the second for 
the reason given in v. 22. Several 1friters have indicated 
that the Je1fs feared excommunication as much as they feared 
death. 



Jol�) 9 : 1 3-3� ( 3 )  

III . 'frrJ<: HAll ON 'fHE S'fllND THE SECOiJD 'fU1E (John 9 :  24-34) .  
It is apparent now that the Sanhedrin has lost the case. 

There are three choices they have: 
1) To prove that the whole thing is a hoax. This has 

failed. 
2)  
3 )  

The last resort: 
To tell him ,That 
going to try. 

to throw him out excommunication. 
he must do. This is what they n01; are 

11. The pressure of the Sanhedrin: "Give God the praise;  
we !mow that this man is a sinner" (v. 24) . 
By this they meant , not just that he should tell the 
truth (as the NIV suggests) , but that he should give God 
'bhe glory � leave the Lord Jesus Christ out of it ! 

Many religious leaders are still like this today. 
say they believe in God, but they ,Iant nothing to 
,lith Christ!  Thi.s is impossible. 

B. The boldness of the blind man (vv. 25-34 ) .  

1 .  In his testimony (v. 25) . 

They 
do 

He may not have !mown all that he needed to !mo", or 
should have !mown about Christ, but they could not 
keep him from saying, "Hhereas I v/as blind, noVi I 
see . "  

2 .  In his answer (vv. 2 6 ,  27) .  Quite facetiously he 
asked them (because he could see no reason for 
getting the same Question again) , "Will ye also be 
his disciples?" 

3 .  In his comments (vv. 30-33) .  

a.  Pointing out their ignorance (v. 30) .  

b :  Exposing their inconsistency (v. 31 ) .  

He must have had suoh Scriptures in mind as: 
1 )  Prov. 28: 9 ,  "He that turneth away his ear 

from hearing the la", even his prayer shall 
be an abomination. " 

2 )  Psa. 66: 1 8 ,  "If I regard iniQuity in my 
heart , the Lord will not hear me . "  

The Lord often answers the prayers of sinners , 
but ITe does not promise to,  and especially ,Then 
in their sin they are defying His will .  



c .  Showing them hO\<l historically uniquo this miraclE 
was (v. 32) . 

d. Drawing the only logical conclusion (v. · 33 ) .  
Hithout declaring our Lord ' s  Deity, he does 
affirm that such a \<lork proves that the one ,.,ho 
did it has to be "of God."  

Boldness always results from knOl·ring that a change has 
taken place in your life. The person who can easily 
forget or set it aside is the person who is not conscious 
of any change. 

This was true of this miracle, and, in its application, 
it is true � .£f.  salvation. 

Concl: 1.fuat was the outcome? "And they cast him out . "  He ,ras 
excommunicated. This meant that they were claiming to 

shut the door between this man and God -- shutting him out from 
the Temple ,  from the sacrifices, from the forgiveness of sins, 
from the Kingdom of God, from any and everything that had to do 
YTith God! 

For your encouragement : No man can do this !  The only way the 
door to heaven is barred is by your refusal to believe in Christ. 

But YThy did the Sanhedrin seele to do this? vlhy do certain reli
gious system want to do this to men? 

As I close, let me give you 5 reasons from our text YThich still 
apply in many instances today: 
1 )  Because he had been healed of his blindness -- and merely 

religious men are very uncomfortable in the presence of 
something YThich God has obviously done. 

2) Beoause the healing had been done on the Sabbath Day. HoYT 
zealous "e can be for our systems., or for a part of the 
truth, and never stop to question the possibility that "e 
might be YTrong -- that we might only have a distorted view 
of the truth. 

3 )  Because he refused to turn against Christ. This YTas probably 
the man ' s  gTeatest mistake in the eyes of the Sanhedrin. 
And yet the more he talked about Christ , the stronger he got. 

4) Because he "ould not do "hat the Pharisees demanded that he 
do . See v. 24. This and the point before go together. 

5) Because of his boldness and his claim to be able to under
stand the truth on his oYm. 

Can you see in yourself, spiritually, this blind man? No one 
ever sees spiritually, nor can they see, until Christ gives them 
sight . 

(Close "ith 2 Cor. 4: 3-6. ) 



THE SON ' S  'r\10FOLD i"I SSION 
John 9 : 35-41 

Intro: Humanly sperucing, the worst had happened to the man 
born blind while at the same time the best had happened. 

He had received his sight , but the price for that had been that 
he � cast out of the synagogue ! 

It amounted to being banished from his people.  He was in dis
grace.  

He learn no more about him after \,e leave John 9 ,  but it is . evi
dent from the last 7 verses that the Lord did not leave him 
alone . And we can safely assume that the Lord continued to 
meet his needs. 

Note in passing how differently the Lord worked with him. We 
would have made him the leading celebrity of the day, but in 
Scripture we hear from him no more! God ' s  ways and our ways are 
certainly poles apart ! 

As John concludes the passage we find him emphasizing again, in 
a slightly different way, our Lord ' s  mission in the world. vie 
have had statements like we find in John 3: 1 7

-
.
-

We shall also 
have John 10: 1 0  and 1 2 : 47 .  Also Luke 1 9: 1 0. But here His 
mission is stated in y.:. i2. .§:§.  being hlOfold. (Read it.) 
So we can make that the second part of our outline: Our Lord ' s  
mission 1£ the world (vv. 39-41 ) .  

But in the verses which immediately precede we have an illustra
tion of one of those two ministries in our Lord' s mission to the 
� who � � � blind (vv. 35-38)

-
.- - --

One statement of our Lord' s purpose for coming into the world 
does  not contradict any other statement . \'Ie need them all . 
And it is apparent that His purpose is stated differently be
cause of the different situations which arose in His ministry 
here on the earth. 

Here He describes it as a "judgment . "  The Greek is 
It means a determination, a decision, a verdict. It is the work 
of a Judge '''hen he distinguishes between two parties like 
Solomon did when he had to decide which prostitute was the 
mother of the living baby. 

Another illustration ",ould be that of a je"leler going through 
a box of jewels to determine what ",as genuine and ,,,hat ",as 
only an imitation. 

The Sanhedrin claimed to have this right of "judgment . "  They 
had judged the man born blind as an impostor -- and they had 



J:)lln 

throvrn him out ! Then it I"18.S that the Lord came ! 

Let us pick up the story at v. 35 ",here we have • 

1. OUR LORD' S  MISSION TO THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN BORN BLINJl 
(Jol111 9: 35-38) . 

These are 4 very wonderful verses -- full of encouraging 
truth. 

Look first at: 

A. The 

1 • 

2. 

Lord. 

What He knew: "Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out" (v. 35a) • 

It probably had been made public, but it is also 
evident that we are dealing here with an all-knowing 
Lord! 

Cf. Heb. 4: 1 3 . Also Fsa. 1 39 : 1 -6. 

What He did: "and vlhen He had found him. ft 

'!lill you note ,;ho was doing the looking, the search
ing? This is the true picture of salvation. 

Note also the timing: The Lord let this whole pro
cess of excommunicatipn take its course before He 
went looking for the man, and found. him. 

3. What He said: "Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" 

A textual problem here: Is it "the Son of God, "  or 
is it the .§2£ of man? 

, 
The MSS are not conclusive . From the emphasis of 
John ' s  Gospel (JoPJl 20: 30, 31 ) ,  I am inclined to 
believe that the KJV is right . 

This would not only mean i1essiah, but also Deity, 
and along with Deity, sovereignty. "Son of God" is 
a title which continues to open up to us >lith won
derful truths! 

But then notice: 

B. The man. 

1 .  How he responded -- his receptiveness (v. 3 6 ) .  \fuat 
a contrast ,.,i th the others who " ere there ! 



After the Lord ' s anSHer in v. 37 , \.[e see: 

2. What he said: "Lord, I believe" (v. 38a) . 

And then notice that , without any instruction that he 
should do so,  we have him doing something very signifi
cant : 

3 .  What he did: "And he worshipped him . "  

Now the story is  complete as ,far a s  the Hise man is  concern
ed. He has not only received physical sight , but he has 
received spiritual sight as Hell -- Hhich is  the most 
important of the tHO ! 

vie also learn that the man Hho >Tas rejected and excommunica
ted by the Je>Tish leaders i s  received, never to be excommuni
cated by the Lord Jesus Christ, for He said in John 6: 37, 

"All that the Father giveth me shall come to me ; 
and him that cometh to me I >Till in no Hise cast out . "  

But let us look finally at • • 

II. OUR LORD ' S  }USSION TO THE WORLD (John 9: 39-41 ) .  

A. His claim (John 9: 39) . 

He is  the Judge . Cf. John 5 : 22 ,  23.  

He is  the issue. Men are considered blind 'or seeing as 
they understand "the Son of God. "  

Those >Tho have no light at all will be given sight , and 
those >Tho have some kno>Tledge of the truth >Till by their 
rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ be plunged into the 
depths of eternal darlmess.  

B. The Pharisees '  response (John 9 : 40) : "Are He blind 
also?" 

HOH >Tonderful it \;Quld be if more people asked that 
question! Have you ever asked it? 

One commentator has said, 
"There is no person so blind as the man >Tho \·rill 
not see UNLESS it is  the man >Tho does not ILno\ol 
that he is  blind. " 

C .  The Lord ' s  anS\oler (John 9 :4 1 ) .  

Cf. John 1 5: 22-24. Men are not totally blind as to their 
sin. God has done much to give us understanding of our 



sin conscience, 

Johr:: 9 : 35-4 1 (/:) 

t1!e \,ord of God, especially the Law, 
the coming of Christ . 

Paul teaches us in Rom. 5 : 1 3  that " sin is  not imputed 
,,,here there is no law. " That i s ,  the full charge of our 
sin is not laid upon us if God has not pointed out our 
sin by giving His Law. 

These men could not rightfully claim to be totally blind 
as to their need, but they were totally blind as to the 
remedy for their need. And so for them to claim sight , 
and to actually have a certain amount of understanding, 
but for them not to come to Christ,  meant.· .that they con
tinued on in their sin -- and that they were responsible 
for the judgment that was to be theirs ! ! ! !  

Concl: The big question facing every man is the question that 
Pilate posed to the Jews when our Lord was on trial : 

"What shall 1. do then with Jesus "hich is  called Christ?" 

What will you do? 

Are your eyes being closed for the darkness forever by 
religion, 
personal pride, 
the idea that you have lots of time, 
your unwillingnes s  to believe that salvation from sin 
is through Christ , and Christ alone? 

Do you believeon the Son of God? 

If not ,  will you -- this morning right now? 

To turn away from Christ is  to have your darkness increase , and 
to leave without Christ this morning may mean that you ,fill 
never again be as impressed with your need of Him as you are at 
this very minute !  Turn t o  Him now, and b e  saved! 


