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CH - 1/2/72 a. m. 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
An Introduction 

Intro: This morning we want to get ac�uainted in a general way 

with this book of the NT, and the man who wrote it. 

Please read it as often as you can--once a week if possible. 
There is no substitute for reading the Word itself. 

I. WHY ARE THERE FOUR GOSPELS? 

They certainly are no four Gospels in the sense that we have 
in them four different messages. Their message is one and 
the same. 

We call the first three Synoptics because they all look at 

the life of Christ from the same point of view. The Gospel 

of John stands alone because of its special purpose--to 

prove that Jesus Christ was the Messiah, the Son of God! 

The first three plus John do not give us � life of Christ. 

Thus, the primary reason cannot be biographical. 

There seem to be two basic answers to our �uestion: 

A. 

B. 

To indicate the overwhelming importance of Jesus Christ 
in the Word of God. 

We really have no parallel for this ih the Scriptures-­
four books devoted to the life of one Man , telling us 
who He was, where and how Relived, what He did, and what 
He taught! 

Thus, this fact , plus the emphasis that is made in every 
other book of the Bible--both OT and NT--indicate that 
WITHOUT ANY QUESTION THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSON IN ALL OF 
THE BIBLE IS THE LORD JESUS GREAT. He is: 
--greater than Abraham, 
--greater than Moses, 
--greater than David ,  
--greater than any o f  the Apostles o f  the NT. 

To present the Lord Jesus Christ to different groups in 
different ways. 

The Gospel of Mark has two distinctions: 
1) It is the first to be written. Tradition indicates 

this very strongly. 
2) It is the shortest t o  b e  written. Luke is the long­

est , Matthew second , John third , and then Mark. 

Matthew and John were apostles. Their information is 
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obviously was firsthand. 

We have no indication in Scripture that either Mark or 
Luke ever saw the Lord. Therefore, their information is 
secondhand. 

HOWEVER, WE MUST R.EME:MBER THAT THE AUTHORITY OF EACH 
RESTS ULTIMATELY UPON TRE FACT THAT TREIR WRITINGS WERE 
INSPIRED OF GOD! 

Luke's Gospel was written after much personal research. 
As one reads Luke's account of the life and ministry of 
Christ we cannot forget that he .lil!:.!l 1i close companion 
of the Apostl e Paul. 

Mark knew � � and Peter. 

He is mentioned in 1 Pet. 5 : 1 3  as Peter's "son." 
This means that he had something of the same�elationship 
with Peter that Timothy had with Paul--he had either been 
led to the Lord � Peter, 2! Peter had been � great help 
to him in his spiri tual}ifel 

From these different backgrounds, from the contents of 
the four Gospels, and from Church history we learn that: 
1) Mark wrote for the Romans. Cf. Romans by Paul for 

a parallel. 4 ... \>'0'0.1.>'."''' ...... 1<.0,..,.. �. s;. �.�. 
Matthew wrote for the Jews. 
Luke wrote for the Greeks. 
John was not writing for any particular group, but 
wrote for all men with a special evangelistic empha­
sis. 

Again, the contents of the four Gospels will show us 
that: 
1)  Matthew presents Christ � the King of the Jews. 
2) Luke presents the humanity of Christ. In Luke's 

Gospel He is the Son of man. 
3) John presents Christ in His Deity--as the Son of God. 
4) MARK PRESENTS CHRIST AS ISAIAH PRESENTS HIM IN THE 

OT--AS THE SUFFERING SERVANT. 

II. WHA'l'.ARE SOME OF THE DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS OF 
MARK'S GOSPEL? 

A. Proportionately, Mark records less of the teachings of 
Christ than any of the other Gospel writers . It is 
clear that this is not his main emphasis. 

'l'here is 
of John. 

'N)( " ..... '1 X-£-t..o<.o. c.£- +\\" ""'-<'1 \:",<-> 
no genealogy in Mark,. nor is there in the Gospe] 

This would be of no concern to the Romans. 



C. 

They would be impressed by the contrasts, presented so 
well by Mark, between the greatness of our Lord as a 
Servant, and His lowliness. 

Action and brevity characterize Nark ' s  Gospel. The 
words, immediately,straightway, forthwith, are found 
more often in Mark than in any of the other Gospel s .  

Mark is not known for his great detail. H e  actually 
includes little not included in the other Gospels--Iess 
than 10% of his entire book. We will notice these 
passages that are found only in Mark as we go through 
the book. Graham Scroggie points out only 67 verses. 

Special things which indicate that the readers were 
Gentiles: 
1 • 
2. 
3· 

Aramaic expressionsare translated. 
A 

Jel;ish customs are explained. 
Latin expressions are used. 

III . THE OUTLINE. 

The plan of the Gospel seems quite clear: 

I. Introduction (1:1-13). Here we find the theme (v. 1)  
and the preparation for our Lord ' s  public ministry in 
(1) the ministry of John, (2) our Lord ' s  baptism, and 
(3) the temptation. 

II. The Record of the Lord's Public Ministry (1:14-8:26). 
This leads up to an emphasis on our Lord as a Person, 
and leads into His Passion. The main point in this 
section seems to show what the Lord did, what He 
taught, and the effect that it had upon the people who 
�, heard, and/or � helped � Him. 

I I I .  The Transition (8:27-38). Here the Lord checks re­
garding what men were saying about Him as a Person-­
and then what His disciples thought. 

From this point He "began to teach them' about His 
sufferings in Jerusalem. 

IV. The Glory and Greatness of the Lord (9:1-13:37). This 
begins with His transfiguration and concludes with His 
second coming in glory. There is an emphasis here on 
identifying Him as a Person. 

V .  The Suffering and Death o f  Christ (14:1-15:47). 
VI . The Re surrection and Ascension of Christ (16:1-20). 

IV. THE REFERENCES TO MARK IN THE NT. He is mentioned in only 
U chapters, but not at all in the Gospel which bears his 
name . 

IV • .,. 
�. �� A .  Acts 12:12, 25. The first of these has to do with the 

"t,< �p'< "'T,. prayer meeting which was held in his mother ' s  house when 
�_ . I",. (S). ",,--.,: • S' Jl :O  "4_''l"o liSa.. II-r I,,, 
V It!! ff.,� 1,5 .p • .$ -rill£. '7: I� "4... "" :!oj. -"'''Y �)o' 
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Peter was in prison; the second tells that John Mark 
accompanied Barnabas and Saul ( the Apostle Paul) to 
Antioch. 

B. Acts 13:5, 13. John Mark stayed 'with Paul and Barnabas 
until they went to Perga, then he returned to Jerusalem. 

C. Acts 15:37, 39. On their second journey Barnabas wanted 
to take John Mark with them, but Paul refused. The 
result was that Paul and Barnabas parted company--Paul 
taking Silas; Barnabas, John Mark. 

D. Col. 4: 10 and Ph. 24 can be taken together. They show 
that the rift between Paul and John Mark had been healed 
and that Mark "Tas with Paul in Rome during Paul's first 
imprisonment there. 

E .  The last mention is in 2 Tim. 4:11. What a commendation 
for John Mark! "For he is profitable to me for the 
ministry." It shows evidence of his spiritual growth 
and the effectiveness of a life which doubtless continued 
after the martyrdom of the Apostle Paul. 

Conclusion: No more wonderful Person ever lived. No one ever 
spoke as He did. The miracles He performed will 

forever stand as witnesses to His Deity. 

It is our high honor and privilege to be able to sit at the feet 
of John Mark to learn what he has to tell us about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, remembering that much that he knew had been taught to 
him by the Apostle Peter. 

Let us read this Gospel again and again to become better acquain­
ted with our Lord that we may love Him more and trust Him more 
and seek to live only for His glory. 
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JESUS CHRIST--BAPTIZED AND TEMPTED 
Mark 1:9-13 l?l? .. rilPr1'r.2>·,lb-4-:'-" 

Intro: As John Mark begins his Gospel he 
that his theme is good news about 

L.1lK.� ;.·.""l-"�","\4-·.\-\� .;!.�. I,�� ..... 
makes � 1; veIYclear 
Jesus Christ. 

It is good that he says this in v. 1 because otherwise we might 
think as we get to v. 2 that he is writing about John the Bap­
tist. 

We cannot help but be attracted to John the Baptist for several 
reasons: 
1) His coming was 
and Malachi. 

actually prophesied by 2 OT prophets: Isaiah 

�j 
ed, 
4) 

The message he preached and its effectiveness. 
The simplicity of his life (i.e. , where he lived and preach­
what he wore, what he ate, etc.). 
His humility, as reflected in his attitude toward the Lord. 

If John Mark does anything to put the Lord Jesus Christ into His 
proper place it is by starting out with John and Baptist so we 
can see the contrast! 

In coming to v. 9 this morning we need to notice a few facts 
which we find in the other Gospels. THIS IS THE LORD'S FIRST 
APPEARANCE IN PUBLIC SINCE HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OF AGE. HE IS 
NOW THIRTY. Cf. Luke 3:23a, 

"And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age." 

FROM THIS TIME ON HE IS HARDLY EVER OUT OF THE PUBLIC EYE. 

Let us notice carefully the fact succession of events which Mark 
records for us here. Mark's brevity tends to make them even 
more emphatic! There �� particular things, � involving 
� Lord, and .:h!l � � involving others �. 

The first three happened at the baptism, but we will look at them 
separately. 

I. THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (v. 9). 

Mark is the only one who says he came from Nazareth. 

What is the significance of his baptism? Two things stand 
out: 

A. He obviously .is being identified with those who came to 
John the Baptist "confessing their sins. " See v. 5. 

If we did not know Who He is, we might feel that this 
was the case. But, as we go through the Gospel we find 
that, though He was a man, He was vastly different from 



any person of His day. In fact, He is different from 
any person who ever lived--before or since! 

ALL FOUR GOSPELS HAVE THEIR DIFFERENCES AS TO THE DETAILS 
WHICH THEY INCLUDE, BUT THEY ARE ALL IN AGREEMENT ON ONE 
POINT: JESUS CHRIST WAS NOT !..SINNER! 

Why then was He baptized? Note Matt. 3:13-15. Here we 
have a picture of the depths to which the Lord would 
have to go in order to deliver sinners from their sins. 
Cf. Isa. 53:6; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 2:24; Rom. 
8:3, "For what the law could not do • • •  " 

See also Phil. 2:5-8. 

The baptism, with its picture of death, burial, and 
resurrection, points ahead to the Cross. There could be 
!!2 Gas pel without �! 

After seeing this, what else did the baptism mean? 

B. It placed our Lord's approval on the ministry of John. 

John believed that man's greatest problem was that he was 
a sinner! 

He also believed that sins had to be forgiven--and that 
God was the only One who could forgive them. 

He believed that men had to acknowledge that they were 
sinners (this is the meaning in part of confession), but 
he also believed that true confession meant forsaking 
their sin. 

He believed that sins could be forgiven, and he came 
preaching repentance to prepare the way for the Lord who 
was coming after him! 

OUR LORD PUTS THE STAMP OF HIS FULL APPROVAL UPON THIS 
MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST! 

How different thiswas from our Lord's attitude toward the 
religious leader; of Israel-!--

II. OUR LORD'S ANOINTING BY THE HOLY SPIRIT (v. 10). 

Do you remember His reading a short time later in the syna­
gogue in Nazareth? Cf. Luke 4:16-20. 

As a man, it seems that our Lord performed all of His miracl£ 
in the power of the Spirit. It was evidence, as Nicodemus 
said, that God was with Him. Cf. John 3:2. 



!'larK 1: 01-1 :; U) 

But, why did the Holy Spirit come "like a dove"? What does 
the Word of God have to say about doves? 
� Doves indicate purity. Cf. Gen. 8:11 . Also S. of Sol. 

6:9, "My dove, my undefiled, is but one." 
2)  Doves speak of meekness. Cf. S. of Sol. 2:14, 

"0 my dove, who art in the clefts of the rock, in 
the secret places of the stairs, let me see thy 
countenance, let me hear thy voice • • •  " 

3) Doves picture beauty. The last part of the verse above 
is, "For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is 
comely." See also S. of Sol. 5:12, 

"His eyes are like the eyes of doves by the rivers 
of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set. " 

4) Doves are harmless. Cf. Matt. 1 0 : 16 ,  "Wise as serpents, 
harmless as doves. " 

5 )  Doves mourn; they �� grieved. Cf. Isa. 59: 1 1 , 
"We rOar all like bears, and mourn greatly like 
doves." 

All of these are characteristics of the Holy Spirit, but 
they are also characteristics which we can expect to see in 
th�life and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

III. THE FATHER'S VOICE FROM HEAVEN (v. 11). 

As the descent of the Spirit indicates the approval of the 
Holy Spirit, SO NOW WE HAVE THE FULL, UNQUALIFIED APPROVAL 
OF THE SON BY THE FATHER. 

"Son" indicates equality in nature. 

"Beloved" speaks of the great affection the Father has for 
the Son. There never has been a higher use of this word. 

"In whom I am well pleased. " This is a past tense in the 
original, and one authority (Lenski, p. 53) translates it, 
"In whom I was well pleased • • •  in choosing Him. " When 
the choice was made in eternity past that the eternal Son 
should be the Redeemer, God was completely satisfied with 
the choice--and now declares His complete approval. 

GOD FINDS ALL OF HIS DELIGHT IN HIS SON. Nothing could be 
more important in relation to the Gospel! 

IV. 'rHE SPIRIT'S PART IN THE TEMPTATION OF THE LORD JESUS (v. 
12) • 
If we were compiling the unusual verses of Scripture, this 
verse would have to be on the list. 

First, we need to determine what the purpose was for the 
temptation of the Lord Jesus Christ. As far as Satan, and 
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and possibly anGels, and men were concerned, IT WAS TO SEE 
1! HE WOULD SIN. From the Spirit's point of view, it was to 
show THAT HE COULD !Q! SIN. 

Satan knew that God cannot sin; He did not know what effect 
the incarnation had had upon our Lord. 

The Spirit of God is so anxious to show what the outcome 
would be, even before our Lord began His public ministry, 
that He compelled the Lord to go into the wilderness, or 
desert, and He did it with a force that our Lord could not 
resist. Cf.Thayer-;-p-:-1'93:- The Holy Spirit had absolutely 
no doubt as to what our Lord would do. 

Contrast all of this with Jas. 1:13. 

V. THE TEMPTATION BY SATAN (v. 13a). 

"Satan" means adversary. He was the Lord's adversary, and 
he is ours. Mark makes it clear that our Lord's temptation 
was not just for a day or 80, but for "forty days." 

And, to add terror to it, Satan saw to it that "the wild 
beasts" were there. 

Satan had an opportunity to do everything that he could do. 
One thing is certain. Jesus Christ did not sin. HOW IMPOR­
TANT THIS IS WITH RESPECT TO THE GOSPEL! If Jesus Christ 
ever sinned, there is no Gospel! 

Thank God, though His enemies had every chance to produce 
the evidence that He was a sinner, NO EVIDENCE WAS EVER FOUND 
BECAUSE THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE! c� . .'lb,\-»' ' ..... :!>o. 

THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS (v. 13b). 

He was fed with food provided by angels, as Elijah was! Cf. 
1 Kings 19:5-8. 

Were these some of the same angels, or the very same, who 
sang, "Glory to God in the highest • • •  "? 

The angels were there. They saw what went on. They knew 
the results. And, with great joy as to the outcome, they 
"ministered unto him." 

Concl: This ends John Mark's introduction. What a wealth of 
truth we have here concerning our Lord Jesus Christ-­

truth illustrated and confirmed in hundreds of ways in all that 
follows. Here are the roots of all that follows--the beginnings 
of the beginning. Here we are introduced to Him. We see why He 
came, and that not even Satan with 40 days to work could defile 
what God was doing through His Son! 
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FISHERS OF MEN FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
Mark 1:14-20 

Intro: With v. 14 John Mark's record of the public ministry of 
our Lord begins. 

The first 13 verses are introductory and preparatory. They show 
the uniqueness and superiority of the Lord Jesus Christ by plac­
Him along side of one of the greatest, if not the greatest, 
preacher who ever lived! 

But John's place in history was clearly to prepare men for the 
coming of the Lord. Even the prophecies of Isaiah and Malachi 
indicated this. John's own ministry proved it. 

Probably about a year (maybe as much as a year and a half) come 
between vv. 13 and 14. Inserted here we must place the events 
record by the Apostle John in John 1:35-4:43. 

From John we learn that Andrew and probably John, with possibly 
the addition of Peter and James, were disciples of John the 
Baptist before they became disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Also, from such verses as John 2:2, 12; 3:22; 4:2, 8 we know 
that the Lord had those who were His "disciples" prior to the 
call of Peter and Andrew and James and John. They may have been 
included among those "disciples," but here we have the record 
of the Lord calling them from what they had been doing into a 
special ministry with Him:--fishing f2£ �! 

So, it is important to realize that this was not as abrupt as 
it might seem if we only had the Gospel according to John Mark. 

But before we look at that, letus look at 

I. THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AS A PREACHER (Mark 1:14, 15). 

Note: He appears first, not as a worker of miracles, but as 
a preacher! 

The Lord Jesus had been in Judea. John tells us this. Now 
we find Him in Galilee--probably because already the opposi­
tion to His ministry made it unwise to minister in or near 
Jerusalem. 

The beginning of His work is indicated by the imprisonment of 
John the Baptist. Mark will tell us more about in ch. 6. 
This marks the end of John's ministry 

Mark tells us what our Lord preached, and briefly summarizes 
the content of His message. 
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He preached "the Gospel of God." (There is better textual 
evidence for this than to include "of the kingdom.") This 
is good news--
--which had God as its Author, 
--which came from God, 
--which God had sent to man. 

The basic truths in that message are fourfold; 
1) "The time is fulfilled." The period of waiting, with 

divinely appointed limits, had been completed. All that 
the OT had anticipated was nO�1 being fulfilled with the 
appearance of Our Lord. 

2) "The kingdom of God is at hand." Li t., it ��, it 
is here! --ThiS term, kingdom, is one of the most interesting and 
most important words in the Bible. It goes back to 
David and to Daniel in the OT. It reaches into the 
future as Israel awaits the establishment of the Millenn­
ial and then eternal reign of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But let 2:!!. be careful B2.i to miss its primary meaning! 
Cf. Mark 10:23-26. 

HERE OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THINKING ABOUT THE SALVA­
TION OF MEN! 

What is necessary to enter in? 
3) "Repent. " This was John I s word. It is a word which 

indicates that--
--a person recognizes that he is a sinner. 
--that persons hates and wants to forsake his sin. 
--he therefore sets out to live a different life. 

THIS WORD IS ALWAYS INVOLVED IN THE NEXT WORD. BUT IT 
IS POSSIBLE TO "REPENT" AND YET NOT TO 

4) "Believe"--a new word. It is not new to the Bible, but 
new, and to become increasingly important throughout the 
ministry of our Lord, and afterwards. 

Our Lord had spoken to Nicodemus about this. 
He had emphasized it with the woman of Samaria in a 

different way, but it was there. 
It is not doing something for God, but IT IS PUTTING 

YOUR TRUST IN GOD SO THAT HE CAN DO SOMETHING FOR YOU! 
Mark says not merely to believe the Gospel, but to 

believe IN the Gospel. There is a difference. 

The Gospel becomes clearer as we go along, but this basically 
was the message of our Lord, and the message of the Apostles 
who ministered after Him. 

However, the Lord did not corne to live forever and to be the 
only preacher. He had corne to die, and His life was going to be 
very short. Therefore, He would call men to learn this message, 
to preach it, and to carry this message out to the nations of 
the earth. 

,And so we lave • • • 
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II. THE CALL OF THE FIRST APOS'.rI£S (Mark 1: 16-20). 

We have already seen that this was not the first time that 
our Lord had met these men. IT IS IMPORTANT TO HEALIZE THAT 
THEY ALREADY KNEW HIM AS THEIR SAVIOR. GOD DOES NOT CALL MEN 
TO SERVE HIM UNLESS THEY DO KNOW HIM. 

Cf. Luke 5: 1-11 as ooming in here. Also Matt. 4: 18-22. 

The Lord had been watching Peter and Andrew. He noticed that 
they \�ere, lit., casting their nets first 2!! � side of the 
ship and then 2!! the other. 

He gave them a call, consisting of two parts: a command and 
a promise. 
1) "Come after me." 

They were not volunteering. The Lord was calling. 
The choice was His, not theirs. 

It was not primary a call to leave something (although 
that was involved) , but it was a oall to be with the 
Lord. Cf. Mark 3:14. THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WAS TO BE 
THE ONE UPON WHOM THEIR AFFECTION AND THEIR ATTENTION 
WAS TO BE PLACED. 

2) "And I will make you to become fishers of men." 
He was going to make them what they were not at this 

time. 
His words indicate that this will take time--that it 

would be a long, slow process. 
This promise guarantees that the Lord will do what He 

sets out to do. 
The one thing which probably none of them noticed at 

this time--IT WAS NOT JUST A PROMISE FOR ISRAEL, BUT FOR 
"MEN," ALL MEN WHEREEVER AND WHOEVER THEY MIGHT BE! 

In v. 20 James and John were given the same call. 

The response of all 4 men was the same, and immediate. The 
pull upon theirhearts toward the Lord was greater than any 
other attraction in their lives. 

Before we conclude this morning let us notice what these four 
men � doing � � � called them: 

-- -­
� Simon and Andrew was fishing. 
2) James and John were mending their nets. 
The second must always precede the first. The nets have to 
be in good order if fish are going to be caught. 

The word, "mending," is a word which Peter used years later 
when he wrote his first epistle. What memories it must have 
brought back, and how it must have re-emphasized with him 
that which was always necessary if we are to be used toreach 
others with the Gospel. See it in I Peter 5:10: 
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"But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after ye have suffered 
awhile, (himself) � you perfect (like mending a net), 
strengthen, settle you. " 

There is no need to talk about winning others to the Lord, 
of evangelism, of missions, unless our lives are in order. 
This is the greatest hindrance in the ministry of the Gospel: 
broken nets. 

There is nothing wrong with the Gospel. There never has been 
anything wrong with it, and there never will be!. 

The world still has its same need, and there are those in 
the world who are tired of their sin, who are trying and 
trying to change--and failing. No one has ever told them 
of the Savior. Perhaps some are even praying like Cornelius 
did in Acts 1 0. 

Are our lives in order? Only the Lord can do that for us. 
It will take time. It requires growth. But, if we will 
set our affections on Him and be with Him, He will make us, 
too, fishers of men. 

Concl: A word of warning: THE LORD DOES NOT DEAL WITH ALL OF US 
IN THE SAME WAY. HE MAY NOT WANT YOU TO LEAVE YOUR NETS, 

BUT WE CAN BE SURE THAT, IN WHATEVER OUR SPHERE OF LIFE MAY BE, 
HE WANTS TO MAKE US FISHERS OF MEN. 
�Ie do not learn how from the world! 

Even the desire, the burden, does not come from our own hearts, 
nor does it arise just from our contact with people in the world. 
IT ARISES OUT OF OUR FELLOWSHIP WITH THE LORD, OUR TIME WITH HIM, 
AND IS THE RESULT OF WHAT HE DOES IN OUR HEARTS, PREPARING US 
AND BURDENING US TO REACH MEN WITH THE GOOD NEWS THAT HAS COME 
FROM GOD. 

May our response be like that of Peter and Andrew and llames and 
John! 
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IN THE SYNAGOGUE AT CAPERNAUM 

Mark 1:21-28 

Intro: We have already learned two things about the ministry 
of the Lord Jesus Christ: 

1) He was preaching, preaching.a message called, "the Gospel of 
God." It was a message which had to do with the forgiveness 
of sins. 

2) He has, at this point, specifically called four men to join 
Him in His work. They were to be with Him, and He promised 
to make them "fishers of men." 

This morning we are two learn two other things about our Lord: 
1 )  That He was a teacher as well as a preacher--a teacher of 

the Scriptures. 
2) That He could perform miracles. The outstanding thing about 

the first miracle! recorded by John Mark is that it shows 
a) our Lord's conflict with demonic powers, and b) His 
superiority over them. 

Before we proceed "ith these two incidents, we need to get ac­
quainted with 

I. CERTAIN NAMES ANJJ TERMS WHICH WE NEED TO UNDERSTANJJ. 

A. Capernaum. 

This was a city right on the sea of Galilee. One thing 
which had prompted the Lord to come here was that He had 
been asked to leave Nazareth. Cf. Luke 4:16, 28-31. 

This has been called His second home. He made it his 
head�uarters for His Galilean ministry. 

It is mentioned only three times in Nark. Cf. here, 
2:1; 9:33. 

The account in vv. 23-26 may indicate that this was a 
stronghold of Satanic activity. Perhaps this is one 
reason the Lord came here. At any rate, He later spoke 
the words of the most solemn judgment over this city. 
Cf. Matt. 11:23, 24, 

"And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
shalt be brought d01<n to hades; for if the mighty 
"orks, which have been done in thee, had been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 
day. But I say unto you, That it shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom inthe day of 
judgment, than for thee." 

This helps us to understand Capernaum. 
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B .  'Ehe sabbath day. 

This was Saturday, the seventh day of the week, the day 
in "hich the Jews were to do no work. It was their day 
of worship. 

The Jews were required by the Mosaic Law to observe it 
faithfully. How this day was to be observed became one 
of the main reasons for the contention the Lord had with 
the scribes and the Pharisees. 

In the study of the Word of God it must not be confused 
with Sunday, which is the Lord's day--the day which has 
been observed from the early days of the Church, commemo­
rating the resurrection of Christ. 

C. The syna/tgogu.e. 

D. 

There is no Biblical basis for the founding of the syna­
gogu.e. It evidently began at the time of the exile. 
There were syn�gogu.es in all of the larger Cities, and 
often more than one in the largest cities. 

The Jews met in the synagogu.es three days during the 
"eek: Monday, Thursday, and Saturday (especially). 

It was primarily a place for teaching. 

The services were made up of reading the Scriptures in 
the Hebrew langu.age. A specfic section from the Law 
was always read; the reader was free to choose a section 
from the Prophets. The Law was divided into 154 sections 
so that it could be read through in 3 years. 

The synagogu.e was under the direction of a "ruler." 
Any Jew of age could read, and was free to make comments 
about his reading. Our Lord took advantage of this to 
get a hearing among the Jews. The Apostles, noticably 
the Apostle Paul, also used this method of reaching his 
own people. 

Both men and women attended the synagogu.e, but the men 
would sit on one side, and the women on the other. 

The scribes. 

Like the synagogu.e, they also seem to have developed out 
of the exile. 

They made 
teachers. 
rabbi's. 

copies of the Law, but primarily they were the 
During our Lord's time they were called 

The Pharisees arose from them. They were very 
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positive and doe;matic, but unconvincing! They had more 
head than heart, and were as concerned about tradition 
possibly, more so) as well as with the Scriptures. 

They were the main foes of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

From this now we can look at 

II. OUR LORJ) AS A TEACHER (Mark 1: 21, 22) . 

Since Mark does not tell us here what He was teaching, it 
seems that he is telling us about the manner of our Lord's 
teaching. 

This is not to mlnlmlze His message at all. But there was 
plainly an authority about >That He said so that the people 
1�ho heard Him "were astonished at his doctrine, " Le. , they­
sat with such rapt attention it was like someone had hit 
them with something so that they wereunable to move! 

The people recognized immediately a different between their 
regular teachers and the Lord. He spoke with authority. 
His words were convinoing. They sat listening with fear and 
wonder and ls;r. 

There has never been a great teacher than our Lord. Those 
who teach do well to study carefully His manner as well as 
His messages. 

Again we see our Lord as superior to all others--as in the 
earlier parts of this chapter. 

If Mark got most of his information from Peter, can you 
picture Peter and Mark together as Peter was telling him 
about that sabbath in the synagogue in Capernaum? 

III. OUR LORJ) AS A WORKER OF MIRACLES (Mark 1:23-26). 

Thayer points out that there are 23 passages in the Gospels 
where demons are called unclean spirits. (Remember that 
there is only one Devil, but many demons. "Devils" is an 
unfortunate translation in the AV. ) They are called "un­
clean" because: 1� They are utterly alienated from God. 
2 They themselves are morally impure. 
3 The effect they have on men is to degrade and defile 

anyone who is under their power. 

Note that it is not the demonized man who is talking to the 
Lord, but the demon himself. His words are very instructive! 
1) He shows that he is afraid of the Lord. 
2) He knows that at some time he is going to be judged by 

the Lord. 
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3) He knows "'ho the Lord is, and wants to have nothing to 
do with Him. 

The expression, "Jesus of Nazareth," indicates, Why don't l£)l 
E2. back �Jhere you belong? 

Why did the Lord silence the demon, and then cast him out of 
the man? t t.t. �. �+) 

There are probably many ansVlers to this question. Often the 
Lord silenced men as well as demons. T",o should be adequate 
for us this morning: 
1) The Lord wanted to make it very clear that He and the 

demons Vlere not on the same team. Redeemed fisherman 
could Vlork with Him, but not demons! How important this 
VIas in view of the charge that was to be leveled at Him 
later that He cast out demons by Beelzebub, the prince 
of the demons. Cf. Mark 3:22 ff. 

2) The Lord ",anted those present to realize that He does 
not accept the testimony of demons, even when they are 
telling the truth, because basically they are liars. 

Cf. on this subject, John 5:33-47. 

IV. THE RESULTS (Nark 1:27, 28). 

There VIas amazement. There was discussion. The people were 
convinced that what they had seen VIas genuine. The report 
spread rapidly throughout all Galilee. BUT THERE IS NO EVI­
DENCE THAT ANYONE PUT HIS FAITH IN THE LORD TO SAVE HIM! 

Concl: We are not reading things that were done before only one 
or two, but things which which hundreds of people saw-­

not just once, but many times. And they saw many other miracles 
which the Lord performed, and � many other times He taught the 
people as no one else had ever taught them. 

Where at any period in history do you find anyone "ho spoke as 
our Lord spoke, or did Vlhat He did by way of miraculous works? 

This should all strengthen the faith of those who have trusted 
the Lord as Savior, BUT, OH, THAT IT MIGHT CAUSE OTHERS TO TURN 
IN FAITH TO HIM THAT THEIR SINS MIGHT BE FORGIVEN AS THE LORD 
BECOMES THEIR SAVIOR AND FRIEND! 
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FROM CAPERNAUM INTO ALL GALILEE 
Mark 1:29-39 

Intra: As we come to v. 29, we must remember that it isstill -,,--
the Sabbath--the account of the day actually beglns in 

v. 21. 

We continue to be in the same Sabbath Day down through v. 34. 
It is important to notice this. 

In order to get the import of this passage we must also remember 
the nature of the call which our Lord gave to Peter and Andrew 
and James and John

:-It was, "Follow me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men. " Cf. v. 17. 

The Lord is not only displaying His power for the glory of the 
Father ,  and meeting the needs of the people who came early and 
later to be helped by Him, BUT HE WAS TRAINING HIS DISCIPLES . 
One of the major points of importance in 2l!!: passage this �­
ing is � � what the disciples � to learn from these exper­
iences which would help them � their � live s ,  and prepare 
them fOr the ministry which � ahead. 

We can see four divisions from v. 29 down through v. 39. 

I. THE HEALING OF SIMON PETER'S MOTHER-IN-LAW (Mark 1:29-31). 

This incident was very important because it is recorded in 
Matthew and Luke as well as Mark . 

When you put the thre� records together you get certain 
details that you do not get when you read just one. 

It seems that the Lord may have initially asked about her. 

Simon was glad to tell Him because his mother-in-law evi­
dently was � sick, and had been sick for some time. � 
� burning with � fever. 

We find the disciples doing what they would do many, many 
times in the future: "And straightway they tell him of her . "  

NOW--just read v. 31 and think about the impression that you 
get immediately from the verse. I s  it not something like 
this? YOU ARE IMMEDIATELY STRUCK WITH THE EASE, THE COMPLEIE­
NESS, AND SPEED WITH WHICH OUR LORD MET THIS NEED. 

Here was a need which Peter ' s  mother-in-law could not meet 
for herself. Peter could do nothing about it. Neither could 
all four of these disciples with their combined strength! 
BUT THE LORD JESUS DID IT ALMOST QUICKER THAN IT TAKES TO 
TELL IT--CERTAINLY QUICKER THAN JOHN MARK COULD PUT IT DOWN 
IN WRITING! 
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Note especially th�Tords, "And immediately the fever left 
her, and she ministered unto them." YOU JUST DO NOT GET UP 
FROM BED AFTER YOU RAVE HAD A HIGH FEVER FOR DAYS, AND GET 
DINNER! 

But Simon's mother-in-law did! 

What an illustration of the truth found in Mark 10:27: 
"With men it is impossible, but not with God; FOR 
WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE." 

The disciples were helpless, not only to meet the needs of 
the people of the city but, to meet the needs right in their 
own homes. BUT, OH, HOW EASY IT WAS FOR THE LORD JESUS! 

Ill. Gary, when Toby was killed. 

II. JESUS' MINISTRY TO THE CROWDS WHO CAME TO HIM THAT NIGHT 
(I1ark 1 :32-34). 

Why does Mark write, "And in the evening, when the sun did 
set"? 

Because he wants us to know that the people waited until the 
Sabbath was over before they brought the sick and demon­
possessed to the Lord. 

What a commentary on Judaism in that day--that peoplemust • wait to bring their needs to the Lord for helpl 

Try to picture this crowd. 

Think of the different physical problems that were out there. 
Mark says that there were "many," and the Lord healed them 
"all." 

What is the point? 

It is this: Regardless of how many people there were, and 
regardless of what the physical problems were, THE LORD JESUS 
WAS ABLE TO MEET THE NEED OF EVERY SINGLE PERSON. 

Long ago, in Abraham's day, the Lord Himself had asked Abra­
ham, "Is anything too hard for the"Lord?" Cf. Gen. 18:14a. 

Make the application to the spiritual needs of the people. 
Are there cases that � too hard for the Lord? 

The disciples needed to learn this. 

III. T}ill LORD JESUS ClfRIST AT PRAYER (Mark 1:35). 
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We must not miss the tremendously important lesson in this 
verse. Note it carefully. 

Amazingly enough, we are reading here, not about Simon or 
Andrew or James or John but, ABOUT THE LOR]). 

Mark does not tell us what He said, but simply that He "pray­
ed. " AND HE WAS STILL PRAYING WHEN SIMON AND THE OTHERS 
FOUND HIM. 

But notice also WHEN He was praying: 
1) It was after a very busy day. Most of His ,fOrk had 

actually started after the sun had gone down. 
2) It was � early in the morning. The words, "and in 

the morning, rising up a great while before day," could 
be translated, "And in the fourth "atch of the night, 
when i t \�as still very much night. " 

What time was it? 
The fourth watch was from 3 to 6 a. m. 
Very much night means that it was closer to 3 than it 

",as to 6. 
3) It was just before another busy time i�?ther places. Cf. 

vv. 38, 39. 

It goes without saying that, if our Lord needed to pray, how 
much more you and I need it! 

Also, if we are to enter with the Lord into His ",ork, prayer 
must have priority in our lives even "'hen ",e are busy early 
and late. 

How long did it take for the disciples to learn this lesson? 
Cf. Mark 9:28, 29. 

But the point for us this morning is this: HOW IMPORTANT IS 
PRAYER TO US? 

Is i\so important that you pray regardless of ho", full your 
life may be? 

IV. THE LOR])'S MINISTRY "T}ffiOUGHOUT ALL GALILEE" (Mark 1 :38, 39). 

If you have read the Gospels you know that Peter is known 
for his ability to say the \oTrong thing! HEHE IS THE FIRST 
EXAMPLE. But along ",ith 11 there is !! great lesson for those 
who �ould become servants of � Lord Jesus Christ! 

Two things are especially important here. 

First, Peter must learn that people, regardless of their 
numbers, and regardless of their enthusiastic response, are 
not the ones to determine the direction of the Lord's minis-
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try--OR OF OURS! 

Note the Lord's words, "For therefore came I forth" (v. 38). 

This sounds like the Gospel of John. Cf. John 8:42b, 
"For I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came 
I of myself ,,put he sent me." 

The mission on which the Father had sent the Son�asRot justK 
for Capernaum; IT WAS FOR ALL OF ISRAEL, AND FOR ALL OF THE 
WORLD. Obviously the Lord's times in prayer with the Father 
helped to keep this purpose before Him as a man. 

The Lord may get us to turn from what looks like a great 
opportunity to one that is completely uncertain, but, what­
ever, THE SERVANT OF THE LORD MUST GET HIS DIHECTION FROM 
THE LORD--not just from people! 

But secondly • • • 
We have an indication here as to "rhat our Lord's primary 
ministry was. It was twofold: 
1) It \Vas preaching--the proclamation of the Gospel. 
2) It "ras setting men free from Satanic power and dominion! 

Have \Ve forgotten our mission today? It is the proclamation 
of the message of the Book of books! It is NOT the oorrec­
tion of all of the social ills of our day, but it is pre­
paring men to stand one day in the presence of a holy God! 

But remember this! We cannot preach the Gospel and see men 
saved "ri thout seeing also a change brought about in their 
lives. To change men we do not seek to change "their sur­
rounding; \Ve seek, by the grace of God, to change their 
hearts. 

Concl: Would you not like to be able to read the thoughts of 
these men, Simon and Andre\V and James and John, who "rere 

in training, learning what was involved in joining with the Lord 
Jesus Christ as "fishers of men"? 

God's methods ��d God's ways have not changed. Therefore, how 
important it is for us to learn these lessons ourselves. It is 
only as we allow the Spirit of God to teach us these very same 
principles that we will be faithful to Him in reaching the people 
of Our day! 
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A LEPER AND A PRIEST 
Mark 1:40-45 

Intro: Cf. also Matt. 8:1-4; Luke 5:12-16. 

Mark does not seem to have it in its chronological order , but 
Matthew does--just after the Sermon on the Mount. 

But Mark does not use the ;Iord, immediately, here. His varia­
tion in the order has to be for another purpose. Mark seems 
to have selected .§: variety of miracles performed .£;y: � Lord to 
show the greatness 21 His power. 

Leprosy is mentioned only 2x in Mark: here , and in 14:3, "Simon, 
the leper." 

In Matthew--8:2 , 3; 10:8; 11:5; 26:6. 

In Luke--4:27; 5:12, 13; 7:22; 17:12. The last is the story of 
the ten lepers. 

John never mentions leprosy, nor is it mentioned in any of the 
other books of the NT. 

The main chapters on leprosy in the OT are Lev. 13, 14. 

There are two outstandin lepers in the OT: 
1) Naaman, the Syrian 2 Kings 5). 
2 ) King Uzziah of Judah (2 Kings 15; 2 Chron. 26). 

Remember also Moses' leprous � (Ex. 4:6, 7) and Miriam's 
leprosy in Num. 12:10-15. 

Leprosy is .§: � 21 �. 

One of the way the Lord simplifies and 
through types which portray the truth. 
1) Our Lord's baptism. 
2) "As Moses lifted up the serpent • 

illustrates truth is 
Such as: 

." (John 3:14, 15). 

LeprosytBicturesldefiling, deforming, fatal character of � • 
.... 

This is confirmed by the following: 
1) Leprosy is discussed in the book of the Bible which discusses 

what is clean and what is unclean in God's sight. 
2) � sin offering figured largely in the leper's cleansing, 

as did both water and blood. 
3) The very nature of the disease: 

a) It ;;as contagious , or infectious. A leper could give 
his leprosy to other people. 

b) It ;;as defiling and deforming. 
c) It ,,,as incurable, fatal. 
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d) Its effects ",ere gradual, progressive. 
Note: See ho", all of these details are illustrations of sin. 

No", ",e are ready for this story. 

I. THE LEPER (Mark 1:40). 

Some questions: 
Who ",as this man? 
Ho", lone; had he been a leper? 
Where was his home? 
Was he married? 
Did he have children? 
Was he disfigured? 
lfhat kind of a person had he been before he got the 

leprosy? 
What effect had the disease had on him as a person? 
How and ",hen did he first hear of the Lord Jesus? 
How had he become so convinced about the power of the 

Lord to heal him? 

Most of these questions have to go unanswered, BUT WE CAN BE 
SURE THAT THEY HAVE AN ANSWER. Luke gives us a little help 
when he refers to him as, "a man full of leprosy." Cf. Luke 
5:12. This would mean that he had had it quite some time, 
that it had covered most of his body, and that he was great­
ly disfigured by the disease. 

But v. 40 does tell us a lot. 

� �  desperate. It was amazing that he came. Matthew 
reflects the surprise of the people when he writes, "And, 
behold, there came a leper • • •  " (Matt. 8:2). 

His desperation is seen also in that he "came • • • beseech­
ing him." He was calling for help, begging for assistance. 
The Lord was his last and only hope. 

Note � humility. He kneeled down before the Lord. Both 
Matthew and Luke indicate that he prostrated himself before 
the Lord. Matthe", says that he called the Savior, "Lord." 

There is no expression to indicate that he felt that he was 
>lorthy of help. In fact, >Ie could say that all of the in­
dications point to the fact that he felt completely un>lort�y. 

BUT PERHAPS THE MOST REVEALING THING ABOUT THE CHARACTER AND 
UNDERSTANDING OF THIS MAN IS TO BE OBSERVEDIN WHAT HE SAID: • "If thou wilt, tho� canst make me clean." 

To the leper the question >las not, Gould He? The question 
1;as, Would He? 
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And note: 
cleansing. 
Scriptures. 

The leper does not ask for healing; he asks for 
This is always the case with leprosy in the 

How interesting it is to try to contemplate as to how this 
leper came to this settled conviction about our Lord! 
There is no doubt here about the Lord. Lit., If you�, 
or, g you � willing, you � � to cleanse me. 

II. TRE LORD (Mark 1:41). 

A. The effect that this had upon Him. "And Jesus, moved 
Hith compassion." 

Spurgeon says that this expression in the original lang­
uage means that the Lord � greatly sti=ed in every 
part 2!. lli£ being. 

His heart went out in love to this unlovely leper. ,/hat 
a picture of His love for the sinner! Cf. John 3:16; 
Rom. 5:8--loving the unlovely! 

B. He "put forth his hand, and touched him." 

This should not have been done with a leper. It was 
ceremonially defile the one who touched the leper, and 
it would run the risk of infection. 

But not so with the Lord Jesus. 

Sinners never defiled Him; He always cleansed them. 

C. The omnipotent words of the Lord: "I will; be thou 
clean." These are just two words in the original. 

Oh, the power of the word of God! This is all that it 
took! 

III. THE RESULTS (Mark 1:42-45). 

A. Immediate healing for the leper--"and he was cleansed." 

The flesh that was eaten away, the fingers and the 
toe joints that had dropped off, the raw sores that 
were spreading over the body 1'lere instantly restored 
sound and whole" (Lenski, p. 92). 

He was not only delivered from the disease, but he was 
even delivered from the effects of the disease. 

B. The commands given to the leper. 
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very solemnly and very forcibly that the leper ",as NOT 
to do one thing, but he I,AS TO DO another thing: 
1 )  He ",as not to tell anyone ",hat had happened. 
2 ) He \'las to eo the priest and offer "'hat Moses had 

said to offer for the cleansing of a leper--"for a 
a testimony unto them, " i .  e . , the priests. 

We can understand ",hy he ",anted to tell,  but we can also 
plainly see that the Lord '1anted him to be quiet . What 
a tragedy that he did not obey! 

What confusion was spread, and ho", difficult he made it 
for others to get to the Lord! 

Did he ever get to Jerusalem? Did he ever let the priest 
see what the Lord had done for him? 

We do not know. 

Did this cleansed leper ever learn that obedience to the 
Word must come before anything else--",hether we under­
stand it or not? 

We do not knO'1. 

What do ",e kno",? That, in spite of the leper' s dis­
obedience • • • 

C .  The people continued to  come. 

Just as the Lord had power of the leprosy, so He has 
power over the leper ' s  disobedience. 

Note: Man may hinder and complicate the work of God, 
BUT HE CAN NEVER STOP IT. The people kept coming. 

Concl : Whether you are a child of God, or not, there certainly 
are many things in this brief account for all of us. 

Spiritually are you like this leper? You have given yourself to 
sin. Oh, it '1as just little things to begin with, but those 
things somehow grew. No>! you kno>! the tragedy, the heartache, 
the despair , the ruin that sin brings . You have tried every 
other remedy, but nothing has helped you. You have heard of 
Jesus Christ. You have heard others say what He has done for 
them. He is the only possible hope--and you kno", it ! Will you 
come, undeserving as you are? He said, "Him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out" (John 6: 37b) . 

Christian, do you need to be reminded that obedience to th; Word 
must have the greatest priority in your life. Then, and only 
then can there be the continuation of His bl"".,ing! 
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A PALSIED MAN 'S  SICKNESS--AND HIS SIN 
Mark 2: 1-12 

Intra: Out of the 35 miracles recorded in the Gospels , Mark 
includes 18. 

This is #4. 

Of the first 4 ,  3 are recorded in Matthew and Luke as well: 
1) The healing of Peter's mother-in-law. 
2
3

) The cleansing of the leper. 
) The healing of the palsied, or paralytic, man. 

The other 1, the deliverance of the demoniac, is found also in 
Luke. 

John speaks of none of these that we have had so far. 

It does not appear that Mark stays with the chronological order 
of events. He arranges the events in the life of our Lord to 
fit in with his purpose. ONE CONTRAST 'tiE NOTE BETWEEN CHAPTERS 
1 AND 2 IS THAT, WITH TlfE EXCEPTION OF THE OPPOSITION EXPRESSED 
BY THE DEMON IN 1: 24, �IE COME IN CHAPTER 2 TO THE FIRST OPPOSI­
TION OUR LORD FACED FROM MEN. He was greatly accepted by some , 
but severely opposed by others! 

As we begin chapter 2,  we have, first of all , 

I .  THE TREMENDOUS RESPONSE GIVE TO OUR LORD (Mark 2 :  1 ,  2). 

He is back in Capernaum, "his own city" (Matthew). 

Remember what Simon had told Him in 1: 37. The interest in 
our Lord does not seem to have died down at all. 

His home was jammed with people. They were even standing 
outside around the door until it was �mpossible for anyone 
to get in or out! 

And, it is important to note that � Lord � teaching them 
--not healing ! 

Mark has made it clear that our Lord ,las both a preacher and 
a teacher. His preaching was teaching--and you can see here 
how the people responded. 

I'That a lesson this is for our ministry today ! 

Next , we see that there was 

II .  A SUDDEN, UNEXPECTED INTERRUPTION (Mark 2: 3 ,  4) . 
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F01IT men come carrying a pallet on "hich "as lying a palsied, 
or better, a paralytic, man. Obviously, he could not vlalk, 
and probably he "as unable to speak. 

Seeking to get in by the door, but finding it blocked, they 
"ent up and lit. unroofed the roof. They believed that, if 
they could only get their friend to the Lord Jesus, the Lord 
could heal him. 

Note that Mark does not record one "ord that "as spoken by 
any of the men! Actions speak louder than >lords. BUT WHAT 
AN EXAMPLE THIS IS OF UNITED, IMPORTUNATE PRAYER. Cf. Matt. 
18: 19, 

"Again I say unto you that if tHO of you shall agree 
on earth • • tI 

(V. 20 should be included too . )  
Think also of Luke 1 8 : 7 ,  8a, 

"And shall not God avenge his 011n elect, "ho cry 
day and night unto him, though he bear long "ith 
them? I tell you that he "ill avenge them speedily." 

III . OUR LORD' S  REACTION TO ALL WHO WERE PRESENr (Mark 2: 5-11). 

A. To the f01IT friends of the paralytic (Mark 2: 5a) . 

This does not mean that the paralytic did not have faith. 
He must have agreed for them to bring him, and even for 
them to put him d011n through the roof. Much had gone 
on in the heart of this man "hich is not recorded. 

BUT THE LORD, INSTEAD OF BEING IRRITATED BY THE INTER­
RUPTION, WAS OBVIOUSLY DELIGHTED WITH THE EXPRESSION OF 
THEIR FAITH IN HIM. 

HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TRAT WE NOTE THIS! Do you ever 
think "hen you pray that you are interrupting Him? He 
loves for us to come and unroof roofs, if necessary, to 
get to Him ",i th 01IT b1ITdens"and cares. 

B .  To the paralytic (Mark 2:5b). 

The Lord addresses Himself to the paralytic's greatest 
need: his sins ",hich needed to be forgiven ! The Lord 
al",ays puts first things first! "In the Bible no s",eet­
er "iord meets the sinner ' s  eye" (Lenski, p.  101). 

Evidently this man ",as a paralytiC because of his sins. 
This is not alHays the case, but it must have been here. 
Possibly the Lord had spoken to him in many ",ays before, 
but he did not listen until the hand of God' s  judgment 
fell upon him! 



Hark 2: 1-12 ( 3 )  

But he comes to the J,ord and hears that marvelous "ord, 
"forgiven" ! 

What did our Lord mean by this? 

It meant that his sins "ere dismissed, sent away. The 
sinner was released from his sins. Cf. Psa. 103: 1 2 ; 
Micah 7 : 1 0 ;  Heb. 1 0: 1 7 .  

And our Lord ' s  expression, "Son, " is expressive of the 
Lord ' s  great love for him--in spite of his sin. 

But there were some men present who did not like this,  and 
so vTe see here also our Lord ' s  reaction 

C .  To the scribes (Mark 2 : 6-1 1 ) .  

Is  it not amazing that the religious leaders were the 
ones ;Tho needed teaching'? 

We see evidence of our Lord ' s  Deity here because He knew 
their very thoughts even though not a word "as spoken! 
Cf. Heb. 4: 1 3 ;  Jer. 1 7 : 9 ,  1 0 ;  23 : 24 ;  John 2: 24, 25 .  

The scribes were right in that only God oan forgive sin, 
but " hat they did not realize was that the Son of God 
was standing before them clothed in human flesh! 

And so our Lord poses � Question to them. See v .  9 .  

The anS'Ter: It  is  easier to say, "Thy sins are forgiven 
thee , "  because no one can really check to find out if 
they really are forgiven! 

But read v. 10: "But that ye may know, " i ,  e. , have vis­
ible evidence ,  "that the Son of man hath authority on 
earth to forgive sins • •  It "  

Now, let us be very careful to note the connection here 
between the healing of this man ' s  illness and the for­
giveness of his sins. The healing portrays the results 
of forgiveness. What were the results? 
1)
2 

It was present , not future. 
2) It ,<as immediate,  not gradual . 
3)  It was transforming. 
(Apply each to salvation, using John 3: 1 6 ;  5: 24; 20: 30, 
3 1 ; 1 John 3 : 2a, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God" ; 
5.: 1 2 ,  1 3 ;  2 Cor. 5 : 1 7 . )  

TIlE LORn TOLD TIlE PARALYTIC TO DO THREE THINGS WHICH IlE 
COULD NOT HAVE DONE WIlEN IlE WAS LET DOWN THROUGH TIlE 
ROOF, Mill. IlE 1m.!. .ill THREE! 



And 

IV. 

Nark 2 : 1 - 1 2  (4) 

so, finally, in v. 1 2  we have 

TIlE 

A. 

B. 

EFFECTS (Mark 2 : 1 2 ) .  

Upon the paralytic (Mark 2 : 1 2a) . 

Upon the crowd (Mark 2: 1 2b) . 

Lit. Mark says that they stood outside of themselves .  
We would say that they were beside themselves with wonder 
and amazement . They were practically insane with aston­
ishment ! Luke adds that they "were filled with fear" 
(Luke 5 : 26 ) .  

And then the three Gospel writers report three separate 
impressions that were stated by the people who were 
there: 
1 )  Mark: "We never saw it on this fashion. " 
2) Matthew: They >Tere amazed at God "who had given such 

power unto men" (Matt . 9: 8 ) .  
3 )  Luke : "We have seen strange things today" (Luke 

5 : 26 ) .  

Concl : But , did anyone else ask to have his sins forgiven? Any 
of the scribes? Any of the people? 

Nothing is  said, is it? 

And we might say, HOI; could anyone not come to the Lord seeking 
His forgiveness after such a display of His power? He proved 
that as the Son of man He had authority on earth at that very 
moment to forgive sins. ANI> YET THERE IS NOT THE RECORD THAT 
EVEN ONE CAME TO HIM TO BE FORGIVEN! 

l'ie say, This is amazing! 

Remember Matt .  1 1 : 23:  
"And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt 
be brought dO>Tll to had.es ;  for if the mighty >Torks,  which 
have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it ;Tould 
hav e remained until this day . "  

But there i s  something else that i s  just as amazing! 

It is this: Hm, men today, possibly some who are here this 
morning, can knO,T all that they knO>T about the Bible ,  and see all 
of the evidence in the lives of people that the Lord has power 
to forGive sins and to transform lives, BUT WILL NOT COME TO THE 
LORD FOR TREfolSELVES THAT THEY MIGHT BE FORGIVEN AND CHANGED! 

Let me urge you, if you do not knO>T the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Savior, to come to Him without further delay! 



e'l - .3/5/72 a . m .  

TEE FRIE}ID OF PUBLICANS AND SINNERS 
Mark 2 : 1 3-1 7 

Intro : This i s  the account of how the writer of the Gospel of 
Matthew became a discipl e !  

This i s  found in all three o f  the Synoptic Gospel s ,  but Matthew 
i s  the only one who speaks of himself as, "Matthew, the tax 
collector" (Mat t .  1 0: 3 ) . (For the other two accounts of this 
story, cf. Matt .  9 : 9-1 5 ;  Luke 5: 27-35 . ) 

Some feel that Matthew Has the last of "the 1 2" to be called. 
We cannot prove thi S ,  but it i s  the last one recorded. And we 
note that the others (hoH many, we cannot be sure) are referred 
to in v. 1 6  of our text. That is the first time that Mark uses 
the word , discipl e s ,  whichJ;a'SiC'a:ll:¥"means , �arner, or !:':.-­
pupil .  

Obviously, 
tHofold: 

the main reason for recording this about Matthe,·, is 

1 )  To give the disciples (and us) a les son in the amazing grace 
of God. 

2 )  To show how people like this "ere among the most responsive 
to the Gospel "hich our Lord ,.,as preachi.ng and teaching. 

The publicans (a better Hord to translate the original "ould b e ,  
tax COllector) : 

The real publicans "ere "eal thy Romans �,ho personally paid 
the Romans government that "hich the government demanded by 
;ray of taxes from people in a certain area. Then they had the 
right to extract from the people any amount they "anted to in 
order to get back their OI1n money plus !:':. sizeable profi t !  

T o  do thi s ,  they hired tax collectors (like Mat the" , o r  Levi ) 
"ho kne" their 011n people. Some of them were like Zacchaeus 
who ,  as !:':. chief, "ould be.over a ;rhole distri c t ;  others were 
like Matthe;r ;rho "ould ;rork under the chief in a more limited 
area. 

Matthew was evidently assigned to tax the ships coming and 
going from Capernaum on the sea of Galilee. Therefore , it is 
very probable that he had taxed Peter and Andrew and James and 
.John on more than one occasion. 

Because of their collaboration with the Roman s ,  they � 
looked upon � traitors !  

They had. to be abl e  t o  speak Greek , so they ;rere usually 
educated men. 

But , because they had turned from all of the restraints 
impo sed upon them by the Mosaic La", they became men ;rho >lere 
usually � 10>1 in character--greedy, selfish, deceitful , 
liar s ,  money-mad , ambitious , harsh and cruel ! 

This i s  why they � classed >lith " s inners. " 
Therefore , the Lord was running a risk, not only >lith the 

peopl e ,  but also with His other discipl e s ,  by calling such a 



man. 
�Iould � � make .£:l!;E. Lord .§!: Roman sympathizer? Could you 

actually have .§!: tax collector disciple? 

It is important for us to learn at this point that the Lord never 
passes up a person because of what he has' been. Nor does the 
Lord call people on the basis of what they are when He calls 
them. He calls us "by his grace" (Gal. 1 : 1 5 ) .  THUS , MARK IS 
GIVING US ANOTHER LESSON IN THE MARVELOUS GRACE OF GOD. If God 
has a place in His heart for "publicans and sinners, " then all 
of us can have hope! 

But now to the story! 

I. "BY THE SEASIDE" (Mark 2 : 1 3 , 1 4 ) .  

V�rk wants us to know two things: 
1 )  The people, lit. , �, an�ept coming! 
2) The Lord, lit.,  taught them, and kent teaching! "The 

entrance of thy I,ords giveth light ; it giveth understand­
ing to the simple" (Psa. 1 1 9 : 1 30 ) .  THE DISCIPLES NEEDED 
TO LEARN , AND WE NEED TO KNOW, THE IMPORTANCE OF TEACH­
ING PEOPLE THE \,rORD OF GOD! 

But the Lord never lost sight of individuals because of the 
crowd. How interesting it is to read, "And as he passed by, 
he saw Levi • • •  " - -- ---
And here we need a verse from the OT: 1 Sam. 1 6 : 7 ,  

"For the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh 
on the outward appearance ,  but the Lord looketh � the 
heart. " 

When you work with people you learn the truth of the third 
verse of Fanny Crosby' s  hymn, Rescue The Perishing: 

"Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter, 
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore; 
Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, 
Chords that are broken will vibrate once more. " 

THE LORD �l JUST EXACTLY WHAT WAS GOING ON IN THE HEART OF 
jVT-ATTHEVI--how he hated his work, and hated himself, and was 
reaching out for help! 

But notice: Levi (or Matthew) did not volunteer; the Lord 
called him. "Follow me. " 

11 It 1dHS a call to be with the Lord. 
It was a call to learn from the Lord. 
It was a call to be like the Lord. 
It was a call to 'dork with the Lord. 

Luke ( 5 , 28)  tells us that "he left all • • •  and followed 
him. It 



l"'a.rk 2 : 1 3- 1 7  ( 3 )  

And so ,,,e have another illustration of 1 Cor. 1 :  26-29, 
"But God hath chosen (deliberately, knowing what He 
was getting) the • •  • base things of the world, and 
things which are despised • • • to bring to nothing 
things that are , that no flesh should glory in his 
presence. " 

But nm! let us follow our Lord and His d.isciples as they reclined 
at the table 

II .  IN MATTHEW'S HOME (Mark 2 : 1 5 ) .  

L1Llce tells us that Matthew prepared a great feast to ,,!hich 
he invited publicans, sinners, and others. Cf. L1Llce 5 : 29 .  

Matthew wanted all of his friends to be able to  hear Jesus 
because he knew the emptiness and despair that � in every 
sinner' s  heart! 

--

How touching it is that Matthew alone in the Gospels refers 
to what some were saying about our Lord--that he was "a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners" (Matt .  1 1 : 1 9 ) .  

The scribes and Pharisees would not have gone to Matthew' s  
house for fear of contaminating themselves. But not so with 
our Lord! 

III. AFTER THE DINNER (Mark 2 : 1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  

Now the scribes and Pharisees are talking, not just thinking 
(as in 2 : 6 )--but they are not yet talking to the Lord; only 
to His disciples. 

Their question--one of unconcealed amazement ! The feeling 
behind the question is ,  "How could He ever do such a thing?tt 

Hould you not like 1£ knO;1 "'hat the disciples � thinking, 
� what they anS1"ered, if they 9JJ! attempt to answer? 

But the Lord Himself answered! 

Cf. Rev. 3 : 1 7 ,  1 8 , 
"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased ",ith 
goods, and have need of nothing, and knowest not that 
thou art ;lI'etched, and miserable ,  and poor, and blind, 
and naked, I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and ,,!hite raiment , that 
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy 
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with 
salve , that thou mayest see . "  

The Pharisees thought that spiritually they ",ere well ;  they 
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even looked upon themselves as physicians. 

The sick people ,;ho flocked to the Lord Jesus Christ "ere 
all illustrations of ,,,hat every person is spiritually. No 
one "ill ever see any sense in the Gospel , any need for the 
Gospel, until he sees himself as a hopeless and lost sinner 
"ho needs a Savior! 

Actually, the tax collectors and the Pharisees "ere just 
alike--except for the fact that one "as political, "hile the 
other ,;as religious. 

But in the sight of God all men are the same , "For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3 :  23 ) .  
There ismne righteous, no , not one" (Rom. 3: 1 0) .  

THE BIG DIFFERENCE AMONG MEN IS THAT SOME KNO\v THIS ; OTHERS 
DO NOT ! 

Concl: ,!hat a lesson for the disciples !  

And "hat a lesson for the Pharisees and scribes! 

Those of us "ho knOl; the Lord must never lose sight of this 
truth. If "e have not been like publicans and sinners , it is 
only because of the grace of God! 

There "as one former Pharisee "ho looked upon himself as "orse 
than any publican because he called himself the chief of sinners. 
Cf. 1 Tim. 1 : 1 5 . 

For any here this morning "ho might be staying a"ay from the 
Lord because of "hat you are , or because of "'hat you have done-­
this account should give you hope . What you are and have done 
does not disqualify you for salvation; IT MAKES YOU STAND IN THE 
FRONT OF THE LINE OF THE VERY ONES THE LORD CAME TO CALL AND TO 
SAVE ! 

.:.t , - r. 
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TF-E OLD AND THE NEW 
Mark 2 : 1 8-22 

Intro : We come this morning to the third ob,jection to something 
about our Lord which was raised primarily by the scribes 

and Pharisees (althoueh the disciples of John are included in 
the passaee we have this morning) . They are: 
1 )  The first, in thoueht--against His claim to forgive sins 

( 2 : 6 , 7 ) .  
2 )  The second, by word t o  His disciples--against His eating 

with publicans and sinners (2 : 1 6 ) .  
3 )  The third, here, to the Lord about His disciples--against 

their failure to fast as did the disciples of the Pharisees 
and the disciples of John! N o  4,- .j' ,, ' ,  . ... :; .. .\- .... " .. e"" � ,,� ",h . 1- -I .b"i;� ' 0-+ ch . 3 .  

So, from v. 1 6  to v. 18 ,.,e have three kinds of disciples: 
1� The disciples of our Lord (2: 1 6 ) .  
2 The disciples of John (2: 1 8 ) .  
3 The disciples of the Pharisees (2: 1 8 ) .  
In John 9 :  28 ,.,e have a fourth: 
4) The disciples of Moses--probably another term for the disci­

ples of the Pharisees .  

It  is important to  keep in mind that a disci pIe is  "one ;,ho 
follows one ' s  teaching" (Thayer, p.  386). (Applyt07ach group. ) 

I.  THE OBJECTION (Mark 2: 1 8) .  

Our Lord and His 
was evidently on 
for themselves. 
form? 

disciples had just come from a feast. This 
one of the fast days that the Je;rs had set 
Why did the disciples of our Lord not con-

It is stated as an objection to the disciples, but it actu­
ally ;TaS aGainst the Lord who was their Teacher! 

"Used to fast" � � fasting. 

Only one day in the entire year was established by the Mosaic 
Law as a fast day: the Day of Atonement. Cf. Lev. 1 6 : 29 
and Isa. 58: 3 ,  5 ,  noting the expression, "ye shall afflict 
your souls . "  The context shows that this has to do "li th 
fasting. 

The Pharisees fasted t,.,o times each week: on Mondays and 
Thursdays . It lms thought that, when Moses ;rhen up into the 
mountain to get the La;, the second time, he ;rent up on Thurs­
day, and came do;rn on Monday. 

In the Lord ' s  parable about the Pharisee and the publican ;rho 



",ent up to the temple to pray, our Lord says that part of 
the Pharisees prayer Has ,  "I fast t"ice in the Heek" (Luke 
18: 1 2a) . 

So it is clear that this had become a matter of pride ",i th 
them, and that they did it to obtain favor Hith God. They 
Here leealists !  

With the disciples of  John and the disciples of the Pharisees 
",e have tHo different situations: 
1 )  The disciples of JOPJl ,{anted to get back to the old Hays 

because the people had departed so far from it. This ,  
they felt, Has the meaning of John ' s  message , "Repent . "  

2 )  The Pharisees had. a corrupted form of Judaism. They had 
accepted so ffi£L�y traditions that they did not knOH "hat 
",as from Moses and "hat Has not. But they Hanted to keep 
people in bondage to their traditions. 

These disciples of John had. evidently failed to folloH John 
in his latest preaching, "Behold the Lamb of God • • • " 

Therefore , they had slipped back and found themselves com­
panions of the Pharisees. 

It ,{as a case of their light becoming darknes s !  How strange 
it is to see these two groups of disciples joined together ! 

_ II. OUR LORD ' S  ANSvlER (Mark 2: 1 9-22 ) .  

There are three parts to His answer: 
1 )  First, concerning the bridegroom. 
2 )  Second, concerning the garment . 
3 )  Third, concerning the wine. 

The first answer stands by itself and seems to apply mainly 
to the disciples of John; the second eo together, and apply 
to both groups of disciples. 

A. Concerning the bridegroom (Mark 2 : 1 9 ,  20) .  

The last recorded preachine of John the Baptist spoke of 
.£::!E � � .§!: Bridegroom: 

"He that hath the bride is the bridegroom; but the 
friend of the bridegroom, "ho standeth and heareth 
him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom' s  
voice; this my joy, therefore , is fulfilled. He 
must increase, but I must decrease" (John 3 : 29 ,  30) . 

John ' s  disciples had objected because the people were 
going to the Lord to be baptized instead of comine to 
them! 

This expression had its roots in such OT passaees as 



(3 ' , ; 

Isa. 5� and Hosea 2. In vie" of John ' s  earl ier declara­
tions concerning the Lord, this meant: 
1 )  That our Lord was the Messiah. 
2) That His coming should b e  an occasion o f  great j oy. 

Even the Rabbis released the bridegroom and the 
bride from many religious ceremonies during their 
Hedding week--including fasting! 

3 ) That it ,;as time for them to turn to the Messiah as 
a Per;Qn-;-!i:nd not be CO;:;Cerned wi th"the figures and 
shadows Hhich pointed t o  Him! 

"The sons of the bridegroom" = his friends who escorted 
the bride to the 'Jedding. This is vThat our Lord was 
training His � disciples to do-:-- -- --

A wedding is no time for fasting! 

BUT 

Our Lord sounds an ominous not e !  ''But the days "'ill come, 
"hen the bridegroom shall be taken away , "  I . e . , snatched 
away--",ith the thought of tragedy , violence. We know 
from ",hat follo",s that even here .£.lE:. Lord � thinking 
about the Cros s !  

"Then shall they fast i n  those days . "  

Note: Men will never see the difference bet"Teen the OT 
and the NT, between the Law and the Gospel , until 
they come to kno", and to understand the Lord Jesus 
Christ ! 

But there is more--involving also the Phari sees . 

B .  Concerning the garment and the wineskins (V�rk 2 : 21 , 22) . 

Although these both teach approocimately the same thing, 
yet the approach is from opposite points of view. With 
the garments we have the preservation of something old; 
in the wine and ,{ineskins we have the preservation of 
something new. In both cases, to do either only makes 
matters worse! 

1 ,  The garment (Mark 2 : 21 ) .  

What does the garment represent? It represents man ' s 
fitness to stand in the presence of the Lord. Cf. 
I sa. 61 : 1 0 ,  

"I "'ill greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul 
shall be j oyful in my God; for he hath clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he hath covered 
me with the robe of righteousnes s ,  as a bride-



"Be"are of the 
scribes, ,'ho 
desire to "alk 
in long robes" 
(Luke 20: 46a) . 

Harle 2 : 1 tJ-2:2 I '! )  

groom decketh himself with ornaments ,  and as a 
bride adorneth herself with her je,,,els . "  

But the Pharisees were seeking to adorn themselves 
with salvation hy the La,,--something "hich the Lord 
never intended for man to do BECAUSE IT CANNOT BE 
DONE ! 

By their "orks they insisted on making the old gar­
ment of corrupted Judaism the garment of salvation, 
E.:!rt every Fa tch they FU t 2E. it only made .ll worse , 
i . e . , more apparent that they "ere working at a 
hopeless j ob !  

Fasting was a patch! But they knew that it  "las not 
sufficient , and it only pushed salvation farther and 
farther from them! 

2 .  The wine and the wineskins (Hark 2: 22) . 

What is the significance of wine in the Scriptures? 

Cf. Psa. 4: 7 , 
"Thou has put gladness in my heart , more than 
in the time that their corn and their wine 
increased. " 

In Psa. 1 04: 1 5  the Psalmist speaks of "win that 
maketh glad the heart of man. "  

Therefore, "ine pictures the joy of the Lord--the 
joy that is to be found in salvation! 

You cannot pour the "new wine" into the old wineskins 
of the Mosaic Law! If you do , the old wineskins ,;ill 
burst, ANIl YOU ,IILL HAVE NOTHING LEFT. You cannot 
mix Law and the Gospel unless you want to come up 
"ith nothing at all !  

Concl : Ho" gracious the Lord is in dealing with the disciples of 
John and the disciples of the Pharisees--making the 

truth just as simple as He can. He "anted them to see that it 
",as not a matter of "hat they did--either of holding on to the 
corrupted form of Judaism, or of going back to the original--if 
they 1'Iereconcerned about salvation, BUT IT WAS A �1ATTER OF SEEINIl 
THE PERSON WHO WAS STANIlING BEFORE TllEM. Christ is the Friend 
of publicans and sinners and only He can forgive sins! 
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THE LORD OF THE SABBATH 
Mark 2: 23-28 

Intro: This morniag we come to the fourth instance in which 
the Pharisees objected to something that either our Lord 

or His disciples said or did. 

The four arel 
1 )  When the Lord forgave the sins of the paralytic. This was 

objected to only in their hearts, but the Lord knew what 
they were thinking! 

2) When our Lord &ad His disciples ate with publicans, or tax 
collectors and sinners. This objection was made to the 
disciples about the Lord. 

3) When the diSCiples failed to fast like the disciples of the 
Pharisees, and the disciples of John. This was made to the 
Lord about His disciples. 

4) The one for this morning--when the disciples picked grain 
and ate it on the Sabbath Day. 

This is where the Lord had His most serious conflicts with the 
scribes and Pharisees. 

Edersheim writesl On ne ether subject i9 Rabbinic teaching 
more painfully minute and mere manifestly incongruous (contra­
dictory) ill its prefessed object" (II,  52) . 

The Sabbath is .!!i Sunday, � Saturday--.:!:!! seventh .2,&. 

What the Scriptures teach about the Sabbath is stated in Exodus 
2018-1 1 :  

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
"Six days ahal t thou labor and do all thy work. 
"But the soventh days iB the .aabbath of the Lord thy God ; 
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, t� manservant ,  nor thy maidsorvant , nor thy 
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; 
"For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, ud rested the seventh day; where­
foro, the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. "  

Thus, the Sabbath Day is related to the seventh day when the 
Lord rested after the six days of creation. 

When the Law was given through Moses, God made it binding upon 
His people, Israel , that the seventh day would be a day of rest-­
not even for worship or service. 

Over the years tho Jews had gradually added var1eU8 rules and 
regulations to the Sabbath Day--rulea too numerous to remember, 
and many too ridiculous to take seriously. But , nevertheless, 
the Pharisees sought to enforce theml 



Mark 2: 23-28 (2 )  

As examples ef hew ridiculeus they could be, let me cite twa 
examples: 
1 )  Yeu oeuld not bear a burden en the Sabbath day--if it were 

any heavier than a dried fig. If yeu did, you sinned when 
yeu picked it up, aDd yeu siRned again when yeu put it dewnl 

2) In the case af the disciples and the pioking ef grain it was 
stated: 

"In oa8e a walllB.ll ralls wlaeat te remeve the husks, it ilil 
considered as sifting; if she rubs the heads ef wheat, 
it is regarded as threshing; if she oleaRs eff the side­
adherences, it is sifting out fruit ; if she bruises the 
ears, it is grinding; if she throws them up in her hand, 
it is winnawing" (Quated by Eder8heim, II, 56) .  

Therefare, we have t. remember that the Pharisees were accusing 
the disciples of vialating Rabbinic Law, not the Law ef Mesesl 

Let us note first , then, 

I .  WHAT THE DISCIPLES DID (Mark 2 123 ) .  

This was permitted by the Law of Mesee. Cf. Deut. 231 24/ , 251 
"When you comest illte thy neighbor' s  vineyard, them 
thou mayeet eat grapes to thy fill at thine own pleasure; 
but theu shalt not put any inta thy vesBel ."  
� theu oomest inte the .tanding grain of .thy neighbor, 
then thou mayest pluok the ears with thine hand; but thou 
shalt not mave a siokle unto thy neighber' s  standing 
grain." 

Luke says that they rubbed them in their hands--se this 
meaat that they had oemmitted twe sinsl They were harvest-
iqsand threshing I 

-

II. THE CHARGE MADE :BY THE PHARISEES (Mark 2 : 24) . 

It might be right to do it on any other day, but not en the 
Sabbath Dayl 

Evidently the Lerd had net dene this, but, since His disci­
ples had, He was respensible, and the Pharisees theught that 
they deserved an explanatien. 

On the quesUen of what is lawful in Mark ' s Gaspel, cf. v. 
26; 3:4; 6: 18;  10:2;  1 2: 14. 

III. OUR LORD'S THREEFOLD ANSWER (Mark 2 :25-28) .  

A .  The first part ef His answer (Mark 2 : 25,  26) .  

In answering any question it is always wise te Bee if the 
Soriptures have anything te say en the subject. 
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The question has to do primarily with eating. Is it 
right to eat o. the Sabbath if it involves something 
whioh is permissible o. other �9. 

The Lord' s  answer has to do with something more restrio­
tive than the Sabbath. IT HAS TO DO WITH THE TEMPLE! 

The passage we are oonoerned with here is 1 Sam. 21 : 1 -6. 

The Lord speaks hore of Abiatbar, wkile the 1 Sam. pass­
age speaks of Ahimeleoh. The explanation is that both 
father and son eVidently had the two Dames. La some 
passages Ahimeloh is oalled the son of Abiatbar, and 
:!!:.2.! versa. 

David aotually did three th1Dg8 whioh te be "lawful" he 
should not have done: 
1 � He went into the house of God. 
2 He requested bread, got the showbread, and ate it. 
3 He also gave it te his me •• 

By the Law, the shewbread was only for the priests. 

And Matthew makes an addition whioli Mark omits: 
"Or have ye not read in the law (of. Num. 28:9 ,  10) ,  
how that on the sabbath �s the priests in the 
temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless?" 
(Matt. 1 2 : 5 ) .  

They did this by werking te offer saorifioes--on the 
Sabbath day, in the Temple! Could anything be worse? 
:But they were "blameless ."  

Even a Pharisee would have been in trouble if he had eve. 
intimated that doing something like eating grain on the 
Sabbath Day was worse than deseorating the Temple--if 
that ill what it was! 

So, by Soripture, the Pharisees are proven wrong. 

:But we are standing here in the presenoe of One whe is mere 
than just a man. Thill is "Jesus Christ, the Sen of God" 
(1 : 1 ) .  New He makes a deolaratien--just as binding as any­
thing that was ever written by Meses. This fermlll 

B. The seoond part or His answer (Mark 2: 27 ) .  

Mark i s  the enly ene whe reoerds this statement fer us. 

Of the two, whioh is the more important--man, or the 
Sabbath? 

Here, again, Soripture helps us. 



Mark 2 : 23-28 (4) 

Lit. translated this verse could read: 
1l!! Sabbath became, or bee, � acoount !!. .!!!!!:!, m 
!!!!:!! � account !!. .lli Sabbath. 

Under the Law, God gave man the Sabbath so as to keep 
him from wnking all of the time, te give hill one d� of 
rest out of seven. 

It was not primarily a day of worship, but a day of rest. 

Everything that God haa done for man, He IIlas done for 
man' s  blessing. So that when even the Sabbath D� 
stands in the way of that which is necessary for man, it 
obviously has been oorrupted and its original purpose 
has been defeated! 

It is not a question, bere, of what is morally right, or 
morally wrong, but of what is oeremonially right , or 
oeremonially wrong! 

This point will oeme up for further emphasis as we get 
into oh. 3.  But to oite another illustration, cf. Luke 
1 3: 1 5 ,  16. When the Lord healed a woman who IIlad been 
sick fer 1 8  years, the ruler ef the �gu.e was indig­
nant. And so the Lord responded in the following words: 

"Thou hypecrite, d.th net each ene ef yeu en the 
sabbath loose his ex er his ass from the stall, 
and lead him away te watering? 
nAnd eught not this weman, being a daughter of 
Abraham, whem Satan IIlath bouad, 10, these eighteen 
years, be loesed frem this bend on the sabbath 
�" 

Religion makes .en merciless in favor of thsir ceremon­
ies; the Lerd never had such ideas in aind � place in 
the Law. 

But nothing could have been more important thaJI. 

C. The third part o f  His answer (Mark 2 : 28) .  

One thing is certain: If you are involved in a religion 
of works, your eyes are blinded to the most important 
truth in the Word of God. THAT IS THE TRUTH OF THE PLACE 
WHICH OUR LORD HOLDS IN THE SALVATION OF MEN AND IN ALL 
OF THE PURPOSES OF GOD. 

The thought is this: IF MAN IS GREATER THAN THE SABBATH, 
THEN THE SON OF MAN IS EVEN GREATER, GREATER SO THAT HE 
nIS LORD ALSO OF THE SABBATH. " 

Matthew states it this way: 
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"But I say unto you that ill thill place ill one 
greater than tae temple" (Matt. 12:6) .  

"The Son of maa"--our Lord ' s  favorite title for Hiaself. 
He used it ever 80 times. It speake of His true huaan­
ity. It identifies Him with all men--net just Israel . 
It designates Him as the head of the human race, one 
who is the pattern of man' s  perfect and of the one who 
came seeking man' s  greatest geed. 

If eating en the Sabbath Day weuld have hindered the 
blessing ef His diSCiples, He weuld have stopped the •• 
But it did net l  

CencI: All or these things were said to make the Pharisees 
realize two things: 

2
1 )  They had their attention centered en the wrong thing. 

) They needed to realize WIle it was WIle was speaking te them. 
The Lord never disregarded the Law, but He had net regard 
ror the traditions of the scribes and Phariseesl 

Mark wants us to understand these things also. As a man t.ld me 
recently, "I had to sweep all or those things aside so that I 
could see CHRIST! 
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A PICTURE OF CONFLICT AND CONTRAST 
Mark 3 : 1 -1 2  

Intro: We oome to the fiDal oonfliot this morning between the 
Pharisees and the Lord in the .eries whioh Mark haa 

reoorded for us. The Pharisees are not mentioned again until 
we get to ohapter 7 .  They are also mentioned in ohapters 8, 1 0 ,  
and 1 2 .  They � be involved in other oiroumstanoes, but these 
are the only plaoes in Mark' s  Gospel where they are mentioned. 

This present series began in ohapter 2, verse 6. There are 5 
inoidents recorded by John Mark in the conflict: 
1 j They opposed our Lord' s  claim to be able to forgive sins. 
2 They did not like for Him to eat with publioans and sinners. 
; They objeoted beoause His disoiples did not fast. 
4 They olaimed that the disoiples had broken the Sabbath be­

oause they pioked grain and ate it on the Sabbath Day. 
5) In the passage this morning we eee that the Sabbath is again 

the issue when the man with the withered hand is hoaled. 

But following this miraole, we have a sharp oontrast when we liIee 
the tremendous acceptanoe that the Lord had with the multitudes 
� 11 terally .2!!!!. !!:!! everywhere! 

-

1 .  THE CONFLICT WITH THE PHARISEES OVER THE SABBATH (Mark 3 :  
1 -6 ) . 

This is � fifth miraole reoorded by John Mark. 

A] All three of the Syneptios inolude this miracle, but Luke 

"t?,4i'-r: :; mentions that it teok plaoe on "aJl.other Sabbath" (Luke 6:6).  
li1>1. "IY.s He also tells us that the Lord was teaching just before this 

,IJI-/�� '-.!::,. "  ' happened. Another detail whioh Luke inoludes is that it was 
"I"' '''t+li1<! .a u the man ' s  right hand that was af£eoted. 

'!$ Iv ,.. 
L. '1"1/. o� 
�.��y � Mark ' .  perfeot passive partioiple indioate. "a prooess, and 
�"��� �E; not simply a state, and henoe, an effeot produoed by disease, 
.• :v",., '  .. .,. .. and not an original defeot" (Gould, p. 52)--"withered, "  or 
':;:c" :<1 .. ' 

paralyzed. 
N0ll Fa 

p� . 6 
"" N,,'" Just what it was, hew it happened, or why--we are not told. 

"' ... ., We de not know hey, old the man was, nor i£ he .,had been plant-. 
ed there by the Pharisees, or if he had OGme of his own 
acoord hoping to be healed. 

What we do know is that the Pharisees (which are not actually 
mentionod until v. 6) were watohing Bis evory .ove, hoping 
that He would heal so that they oould bring for.al charge. 
againat Him be£ore a judgo. 

BUT THE LORD KNEW WHAT WAS IN THEIR HEARTS AND SO HE SAID TO 
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THE MAN, "Stand futh. II !h!! meant ill .!1!! .:l:!. atu.d .!!£ right 
where .h! !!!!:!. .!!! .:!!!l everyone � .2  maD'!gue could .!!! !!!!!. 

Then the Lord turned te the Pharisees and asked the. a quea­
tion: 

"Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath �s, or to 
do evil? To save life, or te kill?" 

Note the queation carefully. 

THE LORD DOES NOT LEAVE ANY ROOM FOR A COMPROMISE BETWEEN 
THESE TWO. IT MlTST BE EITHER ONE OR THE OTHER. 

Note this aame principle in other stateaents�our Lord mado: 
1 )  "No man can aerve two masters; for either he will hate 

the one, and leve the other; or elss he will hold to 
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon, " or .oney (Matt. 6 : 24).  

2)  "A good tree cannot bring forth bad fruit , neither can 
a oorrupt tree briBg forth good fruit" (Matt. 7 : 18 ) .  

3) "If we say that we have followsAip with him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie , and do not the truth. But if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship ene with anothor, and the bleod of Jesus 
Chriat, his Son, oleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1 :  
6 ,7) .  

4) "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the deo­
trine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son" 
(2 John 9) .  

5 )  "He that i s  not with .e i s  against me; and he that 
gathereth net with me scattereth abread" (Matt. 12: 30) .  

ALL OF THESE SAY THE SAME THING AS TO THE PRINCIPLE: IT HAS 
TO BE EITHER .Q1!! OR M OTHER, 1ll!! !ill! BOTH I 

What the Lord means here is this: 
If I have an epportunity to do good, but do not do it , 
then I am doing evil. 

If I have an opportunity t. save a life, but do not do 
it , then I am killing. 

Matthew tells us that the Lord first asked what they would 
do about a sheep that had fallen into a pit on the Sabbath 
Day. Cf. Matt. 1 2: 1 1 .  Their traditions allowed thea t. 
help an animal in such circumstanoes even on the Sabbath 
Day, but they oould not help a man! 

Now it was His turn te look--and He did--at each one of the 
Pharisees, waiting for even one of them to give Him the ob­
vious answer. "But they held their peace. n They took the 
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FIFrH .AMENDMENT! 

The Lord was seeking to teach them what James later taught 
in J.as. 4: 1 7 ,  

"Therefere, to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth 
it not ,  to him it is sin." 

NOT ONLY WAS IT RIGHT TO HEAL THIS MAN ON THE SABBATH DAY, 
.!! WOULD 1!!Y! � .@! !.Q! :!Ql 

The Lord was "grieved" beoause they � .!! oalloused that 
they � l!!i � ability to understand what He was saying t. 
them I 

The silenoe was deathly I And ne answer oamel 

Our Lord did not touoh the man; He just told him to stretoh 
forth his hand. The healing was immediate. 

Thilil was all that the Pharisees were waiting for. And so 
they went out to plan their strategy with "the Herodian�" 1  

Who were the Herodians? 
This was � politioal grOUp, partial toward Herod, and 
aooepting him as the one to Bit 'upon the Jewish thro.el 
They were outwardly friends of Rome, but ambitious for 
the supremacy ef the HerodBI 

What the Pharisees were religiously, the Herodiana were 
politioally. Normally they were enemies of each other, but 
they joined hands to make sure that Jesus Christ diedl 

And then Mark leaves this situation abruptly I He turns to 
a oontrasting pioture. 

II. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE PHARISEES AND THE PEOPLE (Mark 3: 
7-1 2 ) .  

Notioe where they oame from, and why I Cf. vv. 7 ,  8. 

See what preoautions the Lord had to take. Cf. v. 9. 

Note what the people were doing to Him. Cf. vv. 9b, 10. 
There was aotually a danger that He would be orushedl 

Even the demon-possessed oame, and we have a repeat of the 
situatien desoribed earlier in 1 : 24, 25, 34. Thue, our Lord 
had .2 entirely different � .!!. opposition i!!!!! .lli doons. 
Whenever demon-possessed people saw the Lord, Mark indioates 
that: 
�1 � They alwaya fell down. 

They alwars oried out. (The verbs are imperfeots. ) 
They al wars said the same thing. 
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Conol: What lessons are we to learn from this seotion? 

1 ) !.2! pre-eminent place whioh .!!:!! � �. 

There are 7 ,  possibly 8, individuals er greups mentiened in 
these twe acoounts: 
a) The Lord. 
b) The peeple in the aynagegue--net mentioned, but obvieusly 

there. 
o The man with the withered hand. 
d The Pharisees. 
e The Herodians. 
f The great multitude--of Jews, and of Gentiles. 
g The disoiples. 
i The delllons. 

But 
the 
a) 

out of all of them our attention is always direoted to 
Lord: 
The Pharisees watohed Him • • • they wanted to acouse 
Him • • • and then to kill Him. 
The man with the withered hand obeyed Him. 
The multitudes oame te Him. 
The disoiples pre teo ted Him. 
The people wanted te touch Him. 
The demons fell down before Him, and identified Him. 

As interesting as the others were, none is as important as 
the Lord Jesus Christ . What a tragedy if we miss thisl HE 
ALWAYS IS AND ALWAYS WILL BE GREATER THAN ALLI 

� ').) ....-r,,� """-a.v\ w't .... h. -t'he.. wi �Q.Y�.cl �'V'-d - J(':1�\ua.\ "' \oV\.V\',S �\Y':I""U-"'a.\ 
) Ylt.4L ...... '!t. I'troJJ) WE. ALE <<is r"f'"�e1t. .l)ou V (:r- ,"" fII\ t.oQl) OL DO I "'f:ro +t(P\ Eo.llh I � The hardness of the hearts of the Pharisees. . 

1/,;, - - - - -
� 

��-:� 
Who oan ten how IIIB.lly time the Lord had sought to reach them, 

��� and how many times they had turned away from Hi •• And hore 
*' e., sS,I again, they turn away to destroy Him not realizing that they 
.l>o "'<I u""" are the ones who will suffer eternal less. 
tvo u 4"'--4 b-r­

t,.o. e 
Oh, that men would listen to Him and eome to know Him! 

+) !.2! great oonoern .:!:!l:!!:i people !l!!:!! !!!: their physioal needs, 
l!.!!i .!!:!! absence .!! gthlng !! indicate !: reoo¢ tion .!! 
IIp1rlt1uiJ. needs I '-"",EO ',l)o.a ."Ai -rn ..... -r"",,� • t.FI"''' -ro--t\.!. .. 1t .1-."" "".P 

"-0 � �"\..6y o�""'\\e.\'L :PI,s1S P.S6'50" lI ... \)\LE' 1.', 1-'). 
Do we want the Lord just so that He oan ts.ke away our trou­
bles, and meet all of our needs--physioally, materially? 
What do you suppose the people thought who heard the demons 
say, "Thou art the Son of God"? 

How far weuld you go ,  what effort would you put forth, to 
have your sins forgiven? You do not have to go any place or 
do anything exoept to open your heart to the Lord right 
where you are! 
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THE APPOINTMENT OF THE TWELVE 
Mark 3: 1 3-1 9 

Introl We oome to a very important passage this morning. 

It appears that in time this took plaoe about one year before 
the death of our Lord. 

We oan assume that the work of the Lord had inoreased to the 
point that He was in need of help from a ohosen group of His 
disoipleli. 

BUT, AS WE CONTINUE TO GO THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT , WE CAN SEE 
THAT THE LORD WAS LOOKING AHEAD TO A TIME WHICH THE DISCIPLES 
DID NOT AT THIS TIME KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT: THE TIME WHEN HE WOULI 
BE RETUBNING TO HIS FATHER I 

And SO we oan begin to liee how important this ohoioe was. 

Luke tells us that just before this sur Lord 
"went out into a mountain to pray, and oontinued all 
night in prayer to God" (Luke 6: 12) .  

Luke follows this with his acosunt sf The Sermon on The Mount , 
and so this may be the same meuntain whioh Mark mentions in v. 
1 3  of our Soripture reading. 

We know that "the Twelve" were ohosen to minister to Israel. 

We alao know from Eph. 2 :20 that they, with the NT prophets, were 
to bo, or lay, the foundation for the Churoh whioh was not yet 
in existenoe .  

And Luke alao records for us the words of our Lord t o  the effeot 
that in a still future � the twelve apostles would "sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel" (Luke 22:30) . 

What does our passage indioate? 

I .  THAT THE CHOICE WAS SOVEREIGN WITH OUR LORD (Mark 3 : 1 3 ) .  

This was not something whioh they VOlunteered t. do. He 
"oalleth unto him whom he (emphatio) weuld." They had 
nothing to do with the ohoosing; it was His sovereign will 
whioh was being done l 

Cf. John 1 5: 1 6. 

Even Paul says that the Lord put him 1mb the ministry. Cf. 
1 Tim. 1 : 12. Every believer is "ohoson in him (Christ) 
before the foundation of the world" (Eph. 1 14) .  We speak 
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too little abeut the sovereignty of God in His own work I 

I I .  THAT HE HAD A REASON FOR FO R  HIS CHOICE (Mark 3 : 14, 1 5 ) .  

Aotually it would be .ore acourate to say that He had 
reason,!! 

No hint is given in any of the Gospols as te why He ohese 
twelve, but the relationship with Israel is immediately 
apparent. '!'HE LORD HAD MANY DISCIPLES, BUT HE WAS ONLY 
GOING TO CHOOSE FROM AMON, TBDi �VE APOSTLES. 

Mark does not use the word, apestles, until we get to 61 30-­
and that is the only time he uses it. But both Matthew and 
Luke use the tera. !!, apostle l! one who is sent forth fro. ' 
a person as an offioial representative. 
learner. IT IS OBVIOUS FROM WHAT MARK niiiiICJl¥ 
AN APOSTLE WAS FIRST OF ALL A DISCIPLE, AND HE DID NOT CEASE 
BEING A DISCIPLE WHICH HE BECAME AN APOSTLE. 

Mark mentions three reasons for our Lord' s ohoioeBI 

A. "That they should be with Him. " 

That they Bhould be ohosen, is aaazing enough; that they 
sheuld be chosen fer this reason prt.arily gees oo.plete­
ly beyend our ability to oomprehendl 

Think of the signifioanoe of this, and think of what 
would be invelved in this--being with the Lord. 

THIS IS '!'HE PREBEQ.UISITE FOR ALL MINISTRY! We need to 
learn ef Him. We need to learn from Him. We need to 
beoome more like Him. We need to learn t. take all or 
our needs te Him. We need to learn to trust Him for 
all things. We need the peace or heart and the o •• pre­
hensien of the truth whioh oo.es only fro. being with 
Him. 

cr. Mary and Martha in Luke 1 0: 38-41. 

cr. Pea. 91 ; Paa. 46; Paa. 1 6 1 1 1 .  

This is what heaven will be-being with Him. Cf. John 
14 13 ;  1 Thess. 41 1 7 .  

B. "That he might send them forth to preaoh. "  

Their right te preach and the authority fer their mess­
age oame from Him. And how muoh they needed te learn I 
They needed to learn of Him and Hi. Word in order to be 
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faithful and true ministers ef the Werd of Ged. Their 
message was not theirs te make up. They were te pre­
olaim the Werd ef Ged. 

This is what our Lord had been deing, and new . they are 
entering inte His werk. They will be werkers tegether 
.!ill ,!!!!!! 

C .  "And to have authority to cast out demons . "  

This is the way the best MaS read. Casting eut demens 
was the greatest ef miracles, and stands here a8 a re­
presentative ef the ethers. 

What mighty pewer was osmmitted i.te the hands ef the 
Apostles! It was ebviously true that "greater is he 
that is in yeu than he that is in the werld" ( 1  Jehm 
4:4b).  

III. THE NAMES OF THE MEN HE CHOSE (Mark 3 : 1 6-1 9) . 

Will yeu please keep in aind that HE ohese . the.? 

De yeu suppose He knew what He was getting? Ab •• lutelyl 
He deliberately ohese them KNOWING just what they were, and 
how much He was geing to have to de fer eaoh ene ef them te 
meet their needs. 

But Ged' s oheicea are always this w�. Cf. 1 Cer. 1 : 26-29. 

A. "Simon he surnamed Peter. " Cf. Jehn 1 :42. 

B. 

C. 

Peter al�s is mentioned first. He was the leader. 
We know .ere abeut him than we de any ef the ethers. 
But weuld yeu have chosen him--a fishsrman, a man whe 
talked a let, but had a hard time backing it all up? 

But, while yeu think ef Peter ' s  preble •• , think af what 
Ged did for him and how mighty he beoaae as an Apestle 
sf Jesus Christ1 ! 1  

"James , the son of Zebedee , 1 
He 

"And John, the brother of James, 
surnamed Boanerges ,  

which i s ,  The sons 
of thunder. "  

They prGbably had this name lit. Pl&Ojd upGn .:!:!!!.!! becau8e 
of their fiery temperament (Luke 9 :54 and driving ambi­
tien (Mark 1 0: 35-37) .  

They oaused trouble among the ether disoiples. Weuld 
you have ohesen them? 
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D. "And Andrew. "  What a dear man he was t He had been a 
disciple of John the Baptist. He was the one whe brought 
Peter to the Lord. Cf. Jehn 1 1 35-42, 44. See also Jehn 
6:8; 12 :22; Mark 1 3 : 3 ;  Acts 1 : 1 3. 

E .  "And Philip . "  He i s  always mentioned after the first 
f0ur in the list. of the apo stles. 

F. 

He is not mentioned again in any of the Syneptios , but 
of. Jehn 1 :43-48; 6 : 5 ,  7 ;  12 121 , 22; 1 4:8,  9. 

He was the one who brought Nathanael ,  another of the 
apostles, t. the Lerd. He speke up when the Lerd wanted 
to feed the 5,000. When the Greeks oame whe wanted to 
see Jesus, Philip took them to Andrew first , and then the 
two of them took the Greeks to Jesus. 

Philip was the ene in the Upper Roem whe said, "Lerd, 
show us the Father, and it auffioeth .,us" (Jehn 1 418 ) .  

"And Bartholomew. "  
name was Nathanael .  

This means, sen ef Telmai . His real 
Cf. Jehn 1 145-49; 21 12 ;  Acts 1 : 1 3. 

He is net mentiened again Ul: the Synoptics. 

G. "And Matthew, "  or Levi . Cf. Mark 21 1 4-1 1 .  He is not 
mantiened again until Aots 1 : 1 3 .  

Matthew was a tax cellector, a friend ef Re.e, one whe 
weuld have been considered a traiter te his peeple , the 
Jews . But , in spite of all this, the Lord called him. 

H. "And Thomas . "  He was also called, DidymulI, .!!!!. �. 

He is not mentlened again in the aynoptlcs, but he is 
quite preminent in the Gespel ef Jehn. Cf. John 1 1 1 1 6; 
14 15 ;  20124-29; 21 12 ;  Aots 1 : 1 3 .  

He was the ene who had to be shown , but how responsive 
he was when oenvinced ef the truth I 

1 .  "And James, the son of Alphaeus . "  It seems that he is 
the one whe is called in Mark 1 51 40, "James, the less"-­
either because he waS shorter and/er younger than the 
ether James. 

Seme have taken him to be either a cousin, er even a 
half-brother of the Lord, but this cannot be pesitively 
established. 

J .  "And Thaddaeus . "  Matthew ( 1013)  calls him LebbaeuB, and 
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Luke (6: 1 6) speaks of him as Judas. the son of James. 
Cf. Aots 1 : 13 .  

Beyo:nd this we have mo other referenoe. t o  him. . ,  

K. "And Simon. the Canaanite . "  Luke reoords. "Sad. 
oalled Zelotes" (Luke 6: 1 5) .  i • • • • � Z.alot. See also 
Aots 1 : 1 3 .  

L. 

He would have b.en Matthew' s  politioal .nemw. And th.re 
was a time when he would not have hesitated to kill 
Matthew. if he were a true Zealot (as h. se.ms to have 
b •• n) . The Zealots were radioal patriots • • en who hat.d 
Caesar and Rome. who were inolined to take justioe into 
their own hands. and who would not hesitate to use arms 
for their oause. Alford (I .  1 01 )  says. "�B seot 
eventually breught upon Jerusalem its destruotion." 

What a mistake it was (its seems) tel oall him. However. 
we must remember that he was already a disoiple. It 
would be intere.ting te know what oaused hia to turn to 
tho Lord. 

And always mentioned last--"and Judas I scariot . 
betrayed him. " This is what Matthew says, too. 
writes, "Who also was the traitor" (Luke 6: 16 ) .  

who also 
Luke 

Why the Lord ohose hia oontinues te be one of the great­
est mYsteries of SoriptureJ His story is known too well. 

He was the first of the Apostles to die--and he died by 
his own aotion. a suioide. Only Matthew (27 : 3-5) and 
Luke (in Aots 1 : 1 6-20) reoord his death. 

One thing is oertain: Judas will never be able to say 
that he did not have a ohanoel 

Conol: "And they went into an house. "  Thus begins their life 
together. 

What a pioture this is of the people of God at any time l You oan 
always wonder why the Lord has ohosen the ones He has. IT IS 
CLEAR THAT NEITHER A MAN ' S  CHARACTER OR HIS BACKGROUND EXCLUDES 
HIM SALVATION OR FROM SERVING THE . . LORD. BUT WE MUST REMI!lMBER THAT 
THEY WERE DISCIPLES FIRST, AND THAT THEY CON'l'INUED TO BE DISCI­
PLESI 

The fact that we do not hear muoh of some of them does not mean 
that they were not used. 

The story of Judas should oause us all to ask the Lord to searoh 
our hearts so that w. will !!!!!.!! that we really belong to Him I 
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FALSE EXPLANATIONS VERSUS THE TRUE 
Mark 3: 20-35 

Intro: Our Lord continued to live a very busy life. The situa­
tion in our passage this morning compares with that in 

1 : 32 and 212.  (Read 3 120 . )  

I t  was all so unusual that people felt forced to attach some 
kind of !!! explanation to what was going on. Here we find two: 
�Some were s�ing that He was insane. Cf. v. 21 . 
2) Others were 8�ing that:He-was, net just demon-possessed 

but, Satan-possesse�Cf7 V:-22, and then v. 30. 

His family, i.e. , His mother and brother. had ce.e tethe first 
cenclusion. (Show how verses 20 and 21 go with verSe. 31 , 32. ) 

The scribes from Jerusalem had ce.e to the .econd conclusion. 
"Beelzebub" ( sometimes, Beelzebul) was a contemptuou8 term which 
the Jews used for Satan. It see.8 te mean, the K!! of filth, 
from the contaminating work ef Satan in afflicting people with 
disease , etc. A8 "the prince of the demonB" Satan is their 
ruler, their leader. They alw�. do what ho want. them to do . 

And so, if the scribe. are right, yeu have a .ost unusual situa­
tion in which Satan is working against himself. To show hew 
ridiculous this is, our Lord asks, "Hew can Satan cast out Satar« 

And so We have, first ef all, 

I .  TWO FALSE EXPLANATIONS OF CHRIST AN]) HIS MINISTRY (Mark 3 :  
21 , 22) . 

Then we see what our Lerd did. 

II. HOW HE SOUGHT TO CORRECT THE SCRIBES (Mark 3: 23-27) .  

For the first time Jehn Mark mentions parables. A parable 
iSI The placing ef two things side by side se that one 
help8 to explain the ether. The explanation beco.es clear 
through the s1a11arity or comparison of the two things. 

Our Lord takes the expl..ation ef the scribes and places it 
along side of the Bue situa tieD .!!! .! kingdem and .!!! !. h!!! I 
See vv. 24, 25. 

The applioatien iB made in v. 26. The NASB has , "But he is 
finished, "  for, "But hath an end."  

Tben the Lord, with another parable, attempts in v.  27  to 
show the scribes what He was really doing. 

Sa. tan is the strong raan. 



Mark 31 20-35 (2) 

The Lord has gene inte Satan' s  heuse tEl "spon" it, .i! 
plundor, ud .i! ransack. 

Before He does this, He lIust "bind the IItrong man"-­
thus showing Iiaself to bel 
1 ) The strong man' II ene.y. 
2) Stronger than the strong man. 

This being done , He beginll to " spoil his goods." "Goodll" 
here refers to Satu ' s  instruments, i . e . , � de.ons. 

This makes sense; the explanation of the scribe. did not l 
Besides, the scribes had placed themselves in the precarious 
position of opposing the work of Sataa. Lenski �s, 

"Qpposition to Jesus upsets lien ' s  logic" (p. 1 51 ) .  

To show, however, that what the scribes had done could not be 
passed over lightly, our Lord proceeds to iSllue • • •  

. 

III . THE MOST SOLEMN OF WARNINGS (Mark 3: 28-30) .  

Another first in Mark ' s  Gospel. "Verily, I say unto you. " 
This establishes I 
1 ) The truthfulness of what He is about to Sayl "Verily. "  
2) The authority: "I say unto you. " 

Matthew is the only other Gospel writer who rocords this 
warning. Cf. Matt. 1 21 31 , 321 

"Wherefore , I say unto you, All JUDller of siD and 
blasph� shall be forgiven men; but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven men. 
And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, 
it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Spirit, it .hall not be forgiven 
him, neither ill. this age, neither in the age to co_ . "  

Note several things I 
1 )  The hope that the Lord gives for the forgiveness of siDs 

(things men do) and of blasphemies (things men say) .-
2) He does not say that these scribell had done thill; He does 

indicate that they were clese to doing it. 
3) .  Our Lord draws a distinction between blaspheming Him as 

compared with blallpheming the Holy Spirit. The former 
can be forgiven (cf. Luke 23134) ; the latter cannotl 

4) It would take a great deal of knowledge to c(l)lIIIlit such 
a sin. E.g. , it w(l)uld mean the recognition that our 
Lord did perform miracles. It would also mean a belief 
in the existence and power of Satan. It would also 
indicate some understanding of our Lord' s claia that the 
Spirit of God was upon Him. Cf. Matt. 12 :27, 28. 

5) This sin can only be committed by one who has never re­
ceived the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. 



Mark 3: 20-35 (3)  

But some of you will be asking, .Q!!l .!l:!!!. .un M 00-.1 tted 
teda..y";! My answer: It is pGSsiblo, but very unlikely be­
cause it would be diff'ioul t in view of the oiroUJIIlltanoes 
which must preoede suoh blasph�. 

But the Scriptures do indioate that there ill a danger in 
resisting what God is doing in our lives to show us the 
truth conoerning our Lord Jesus Christ and man's need for 
salvation. 

Cf. Pharaoh, and of. Judas among the disciples of our Lord. 
How important it is for us to listen when the Lord is speak­
ing te us--and we usually know when that is! 

And then, finally, we oeme to see • • •  

IV. HOW THE LORD SOUGHT TO CORRECT THE MULTITUDES (Mark 3: 31 -35) .  

Please d. not take this as a disoourtesy on the part of our 
Lord. He is seeking to bring lI.ore emphasis to what He has 
just been SlliYingl !h! .!!!.!i important rolationship whioh !!!a 
.£!!!! 1:!!!!. 1! ill:!! i! !!!! .!!: blood relationllhip. Cf. John 1 :  1 3. 

"For whosoever shall do the will of God, the saae is � 
brother, and � sister, and mother" (Mark 3:35).  Our 
obedienoe to the will of God (as is lIeeD in His Word) ill 
the great proof that we are in the faaily of God. It has to 
be more than just a TOcal olaim! 

Canol I We oonolude here where we oonoluded last SundIIiY in speak-
ing about Judas. How important it is to see that being 

a disciple does not make you a child of God! And it ill 80180 
important to see that, eVeD being the mother of our Lerd, did 
not make Mary a child of God, nor did it help our Lord' s half­
brothers and sisters I 

Nothing but personal faith in Jesus Christ oan bring us salva­
tion, and the reality of that faith will be established by the 
obedienoe we give to the Word of God. 

This is a very solemn passage. Our Lord is speaking to the 
hearts of all who will hear. Let Him speak to your heart, and 
to rrin.e. 

What do you think of the Lord Jesus Christ? Do you think He was 
insane? Do you think He was Satan-possessed? He was neitherl 
He was, and is, God' s only begotten Son who would go to any 
lengths (as He did when He died) to get men to see their need 
for salvation, and the only way it can be received. 

Cf. Aots 1 6 : 31 . 
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THE SOWER, THE SEED, AND THE SOIL 
Mark 4: 1-9 

Intro: Mark does not tell us a great deal about � messages 
which the Lord brought to the people of His day. In 

fact, just two ohapters have any extended sections where we have 
His teaching. They are chapters i 2 11. 
In chapter 4 we have some of His parables. 

Mark does not inolude all that Matthew does (in Matt. 1 3) ,  but 
he gives more than Luke does (in chapters 8 and 1 3 ) .  Obviously, 
the ohoices of each writer were determined by each individual 
purpose. 

We have already learned from chapter 3 of Mark that � parable 
.2!!! E!i h!!:Y! to be � story. It can be any statement where 
one thing i8 laid along side of another thing for the sake IIf 
co.parison. 

But parables like we clime to this merning are reserved for the 
Gospels and for the ministry ef eur Lord Jesus Christ. None of 
the Apostles preached like this; none of them wrote like this. 
We de have passages like 2 Tim. 2 where Paul likens the Christ­
ian life to that of a seldier geing to war, or like the writer 
of Hebrews oomparing'- our lives with a race, or James saying that 
the Word IIf Ged is like a mirror. All of these .5! parables. 
But we do not find in the ,p±s'lo. anything like what we have 
in Mark 4. 

Se, the very uniqueness of the parables should indicate how very 
important they are. 

Let us note, first of all ,  

r .  THE SETTING OF THIS PARABLE . 

It is very similar to what we had in Mark 3:7-10. 

In beth cases: 
1 )  There was a great crewd fellewing the Lerd. 
2) Jesus was down by the sea of Galilee. 

But there are also some differences: 
1 )  Mark indicates that this was � greatest crowd that had 

sO far ceme to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2) In the previous passage � � :!!:! healing; here,!!! .!.! 

;:eaching. 
3 ) Before, a boat was waiting fer Him in case He needed it; 

here , He is in the boat. 

Teachingl Why did lie teach? 



He taught 1 

Mark 4: 1-9 (2) 

1 ) Beoause there were many things the peeple did net knew. 
This obvieusly must oe.e under the oategery ef a divine 
revelatien. Our Lerd taught things whioh men o.uld net 
disoever by themselves--as is true of all revelation. 

2) Beoause it was extremely impertant for peeple to under­
stand theae truths. We oannet imagine that eur Lerd 
weuld take time talking te peeple abeut unimportant 
things. Ner oan we imagine Hia waating a werd. Every 
detail is impertant. 

3) Beoause His disoiples had a speoial need to knew the 
truth ef cad se that they weuld knew the WIQ"S ef the 
Lerd. Cf. Isa. 5518,  9. What a let ef wasted time and 
effert we would save if we enly knew mere about the w�s 
ef the Lord better than we del 

The parable ef the sower will give UB tremandeus in­
sights into the ministry ef the Ward fer teaohers tadlQ". 

Seoondly, let us notioe 

II. THE NATURE OF THE PARABLE. 

The first thing that strikes us is 

A. Its simplicity. Is it possible that the Creater would 
talk like this--in language that ohildren oan understand? 
Yes, it isl 

True wisdom iB not oo.plioated. Men love te impress 
others with the big werds that they knew, and if they 
oan leave people wondering what they have said, they get 
a great deal of satisfaotien eut ef it. OUR LORD WAS 
NEVER LIKE THISI HE WANTED PEOPLE TO UlWERSTAND. SO HE 
SPOKE SIMPLY. As a result, peeple "were astonished" and 
went away s�ing, "Fram where hath this man this wisdem, 
and theBe mighty werks?" (Matt. 13 : 54b) . 

One of the reasens we get oemplioated and diffioult te 
understand is beoause we do net really knew what we are 
seeking to teaoh. The Lerd had perfeot knewledge, and 
people had no trouble understanding His words. 

B. How realistic our Lord was. 

There was nothing fanoiful about this story. Every per­
son present knew that this was what had happened te every 
farmer in the area. Some expesiters think that the 
people may have even been able to see a farmer .ewing 
his seed as the Lerd was speakingl 

This would tend to inspire oonfidenoe in what He said. 



This leads to another thing. 

Mark 4: 1-9 (3)  

C. The implication that life is full of parables. 

And this is true I 

The birth of every baby is a parable Df the new birth. 

The wDnders of nature are a parable pointing to the exis­
tenGe of a Creator. 

A tornado is a warning of ooming judgment . 

War piotures man ' s  oonfliot with Satan and with sin. 

Suioides speak of the fact that there is such a thing as 
sin, and that men would rather die than te live with it 
upon their oonsoienoe. 

Clouds remind us of the presenoe of the Lord for the 
Soriptures say that "the olouds are the dust of His 
feet" (Nahum 1 : 3 ) .  

Even the sand on the seashore i s  evidence of the mighty 
power of Ged. The next time you are at the beach think 
of Jer. 5: 22,  

"Fear ye not me? saith the Lord. Will ye not �emble 
at my presenoe, who have placed the sand for the 
bound of the sea by a perpetual deoree, that it oan­
not pass it; and though its waves to as themselves, 
yet oan they not prevail; though they roar, yet oan 
they not pass over it?" 

Do you remember how the Lord sought to teach His disci­
ples tG> trust Him when He referred te "the birds of the 
air" or to "the lilies of the field"? 

The weeds in your garden are a parable showing the truth 
of Gen. 3 !  

LIFE II � .Q! PARAllLES! 

And this leads me b my final peint this morning. We will get 
to the reasen for this parable and its meaning next week, the 
Lord willing. But, as we oonolude this morning, notioe 

III. OUR LORD'S MAJOR CONCERN. 

It is brQught out at the begilUling of the parable" ,and again 
at the end: "Hearken . . .  He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. "  By this the Lord is seeking t o  make the orowd 
realize the importanoe of what He was saying! 



Mark 4: 1-9 (4) 

He is pleading for their attention. 

Listen to the � the Apostle Paul reflects the oonoern that 
our Lord had when he wrote the following worde to the Theesa­
lonians, 

"For this oause also thank we God without oeasing be­
oause ,  when ye reoeived the word of God whioh ys heard 
of us, ye reoeived it, not as the word of men but as it 
is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh 
also in you that believe . "  

AND YET ,  WILL YOU LISTEN TO THIS? Apparently, as you read 
the reoord of this acoount as given to us by Matthew and Mark 
and Luke, NOT ONE PERSON SAID TO THE: LORD , WHAT DO YOU MEAN 
BY TELLING US THIS STORY? 

His disoiples asked Him. THE: PEOPLE DID NOT I 

Conol: Some of you here this morning have read the Bible every 
da¥ this week. But have you been listening as you have 

read. Is it possible that you have read right over the very 
thing that the Lord wanted you to see, AND YOU DIDN'T SEE IT? 

Have you olosed yeur eyee and ears to the very parables in life 
itself whioh the Lord has been using to stop you in what you are 
doing, or are about to do? 

Some of you here this merning � not have touched the Bible 
sinoe last Sunday. But you know that God has spoken to you 
through His Word in past da¥s, and you have been aware that He 
has been seeking to get your ear all week. Have you listened? 
Will you take His warning? Has the lack of satisfaction in all 
that you have and all that you have done ever been a parable te 
your own heart that , as our L .. rd said, 

"A man' B life o.msiBteth not in the abundanoe of things 
whioh he pOBsesseth" (Luke 1 2 1 1 5b)? 

Or, that 
"Man shall not live by bread aleme , but by every word that 
prooeedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4)? 

On one oooasion our Lord told the story of "a oertain rioh man" 
and "a oertain beggar, named Lazarus . "  (Review the story in 
Luke 1 6: 1 9-31 . )  When the rioh man wanted Lazarus to go baok to 
warn his five brothers , Abraham replied, 

"They have Mosee and the prophets; let them hear them • • • 

If they will not hear Meses andthe prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded, though one rose from the dead . "  

Does i t  matter? I t  mattere ,more than anything else. Our joy 
now and eternal destiny depend upon our willingness to hear what 
God is seeking to say to us. 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
Mark 41 10-1 2 

Intro: This morning I would like for us to devote our time to 
just � versesl vv. 1 1 ,  1 2 1  

It i s  dQubtful if the Lord spoke theae words after He told the 
parable of the sower. It seems rather to have been after the 
crowd went aw� and He was left alone with His disciples. 

But it is indicated in all three Gospels that the disciples (not 
just the twelve) asked Him why He was teaching in parables, and 
it always comes just after the parable of the sower. 

In these two verses we have three very important truths--import­
ant, not only for our understanding �f the Gospels, but also for 
our understanding of all of the purpose of God in the world. 

Let us note what they are. 

1 .  THE FIRST IMPORTANT TRUTH: CONCERNING THE WORD OF GOD. 
It has to do with the expressien, "Unto you it is given to 
know the -watery of the kingdom of God." Or, lit. "unte you 
is given the -watery of the kingdom of Gad."  

The Lord had been teaching them-teaching them things that 
they had never heard before. This was A REVELATION to them 
--just as much of a revelation as anything else in the Word 
of God. � !!!:! .!!. reveal certain things .!!. 2 because they 
ceuld never E.! known !!. discevered l.!l !:5t other !!!:Z:. 

It has to do with "the kingdom of God."  Matthew calls it , 
"the kingdom of heaven. "  Therefore, we know that, at least 
here, .!!!!. terms !:::! synonymous I 

This has to do with the Messiah' s kingdom. It is antiCipated 
throughout the Old TestaJllent. It has .lli literal signifi­
cance in that an actual, earthly kingdom was promised, BUT 
IT ALSO HAS SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE. �8 is what the Jews 
were overlooking 1 

The people of Israel were thinking of this as siaply a 
national kingdem, but all through the Old Testament the 
Lord keeps the spiritual aspect before His people--often with 
li ttle response from them. THE MESSIANIC KINGDOM WILL BE 
MADE UP OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SAVED, REDEEMED , FORGIVEN OF 
THEIR SINS--not just by those whe are Israelitos by birth. 
The King has to be a descendant of David, and He will reign 
over Israel primarily, but His kingdom will also include all 
of the natiens of the earth. He will be King of kings, and 
Lord of lords! 



Mark 4: 10-12  (2)  

John the Baptist had heralded the coming of this kingdom witz 
his, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. " Cf. 
Mt. 3:2.  

Cf. what our Lord said in Mark 1 : 1 5. 

Even after the ozucirixion and the resurrectioD ef Christ 
this was in ,the thoughts of the followers of our Lord. Cf. : 
1 )  On the read to Emmaus, "But we had hoped that it had 

been he who should have rede ... d Israel" (Luke 24:21a) . 
2) Just before the ascensionl "Lord, wilt thou at this 

time restore again the kingdom to Israel?" (Acts 1 1 6b).  

But returning to v.  1 1  • • • What did eur Lord mean by "the 
mystery of the kingdom of God"? 

---

NOTE VERY CAliEFULLYI I !  A lIYetery in the Bible IS NO'r some­
thing which is impossible or hard to understand. It is a 
secret which God had never revealed berere. It is a sec;et, 
but it is a secret revealed--and the Lord intends that it 
should be understeod. 

Nete the following versesl 
1 j Matt. 1 31 34, 35. 
2 Rom. 1 6: 25, 26. 
3 Eph. 3: 5. 
4 Col. 1 1 26. 

So, all of this means that our Lord is in the process of 
revealing a secret which had never been revealed before-­
some truths heretofore not found any place in the Werd of Gal 

Note: 'rhis is announced following the passage in which the 
scribes and Pharisees had rejected Christ, attribut­
ing His works to Satan. 'rHUS, IT POINTS TO ISRAEL' S  
OFFICIAL RmJECTION OF CHRIST AS THEIR KINGI 
And • • •  it marks the introduction of something new 
which had not been announced befere, but which fits 
perfectly into the plan of OT prophecy. Cf. 1 Pet. 
1 1 1 0-1 2. 
So it is not an after-thought, but a part of a care­
fully prepared plan which the Lord only gradually has 
unfolded in the Word of God. 
"The mystery" speaks of the nature of the kingdom IIf 
God between Israel ' s  rejeotion of Christ and her 
future acoeptance of Him when He oomes to reign upon 
the earth--this present Churoh age. 
How marvelously aoourate is the Word of Godl 
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But there is a seoend great truth here: 

II. THE SECOND IMPORTANT TRUTH: CONCERNING THE PROVIDENTIAL 
SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD. 

This means twe thingsl 
1 )  That with great detail the members ef the Gedhead deter­

mined in eternity past, befere oreation, the oourse that 
werld histery would fellew, and what the'eutoome weuld 
be. 

2) That Ged possesses the severeign pewer te see that that 
purpose is oarried out, in, all of its detail , in spite ef 
the oppesition of men and demons! 

Notioe the werdsl "Unto you it is given • • •  " This means 
that sometime in the past God had deoided that theBe very 
men would be the recipients ef the very truth the Lerd was 
giving them in the parables. 

It might look like things were glling against the Sen ef God 
(and they were) ,  but it was all aocerding te the divine plan 
and right en sohedule!  Cf. Matt. 1 3 1 1 6, 1 7, 

"But blessed are your eyeB, for they Bee; and yeur 
ears, for they hear. Fer verily I � unto yeu that 
many prophets and righteeuB men have desired to Bee 
those things whioh ye see, and have not seen them; and 
t. hear thoBe things whioh ye hear, and have net heard 
them. " 

Also remember 1 Pet. 1 1 12 ,  
"Unto whem it was revealed that, net unte the.selves 
but unto us they did minister the things whioh are new 
reperted unte yeu by thea that have preached the gespel 
unto you with the Hely Spirit sent dewn frem heaven, 
whioh things the angels desire te le.k int •• " 

What a privilege it is to be living in this age! And what 
grace God has manifested to us! How we sAeuld praise Ged 
for the sovereign � He is werking all things eut aooerding 
to the oounsel of His ewn will. Cf. Eph. 1 1 1 1 .  

But there is another important truth here--oomp1ete1y different 
from the first two ! 

III. THE THIRD IMPORTANT TRUTH: THE DEPRAVITY OF MAN. 

Here we are cenoemed with Mark 4: 1 1b,  1 2, "But unto those 
who are without, "  i.e. , outside--eutside ef salvation, reli­
gious, �be, but lost, unbelievers! ! !  

They have turned away from Christ, and they are whelly inoap­
able of understanding the Werd of God. What the parables 
revealed te the disoiples , they oonoealed from the world. 
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V. 12 is a referenoe t o  lea. 6 :9, 10. It is quoted in full 
by Matthew ( 1 � : 14, 1 5 ) .  

The multitude (inoluding the soribes and Pharisees) oould 
understand the story, but they did not get its meaning. 
They oould hear what was being said, but they oould not put 
it together. It did not make sense to them. 

Cf. 1 Cor. 2: 14. 

"Lest at any time • • •  " Is there BODle oonneotion here be­
tween this and what we had in ohapter 3 about the unpardon­
able sin? 

It Bounds like a permanently oloBed doer, dees it net? They 
had rejeoted the truth that they had heard; now they were 
not going to be allowed to understand the truth that would 
make them turn around so that their sins oould be forgiven. 
They oould not understand even the simple truth of how Qed 
could and would have forgiven their sinsl 

Conol : There is a lot ef truth in these two verses, is there 
not? 

To see the sovereignty of Qed and the glory of His Werd eught to 
strengthen our faith as auch as anything possib17 can. 

And how it should make us pr� for people who de net knew the 
Lord. Only He can make them seel Only He oan make them hear! 
And what dire oonsequenoes fellow for the person whe turns a� 
again and again frem the message of the Gospel l 

� the Lerd use these truths in all of our hearts as He sees we 
have need of them. 
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THE KEY TO GOD ' S  LONG-KEPr SECRETS 
Mark 4: 1 3-20 

Introl This explanatisn of the parable !! �  sower is in 
answer to the queBtion referred to in Mark 4:10.  In 

giving it, the Lord indioateB that this parable iB 

I. THE KEY TO ALL OF THE P AMBLES (Mark 4: 1 3) • 
How wonderful it is to have this explanation given by the 
Lord Himselfl It is reoorded in Matthew and Luke as well. 
Cf. Matt. 1 3: 1 8-23 ; Luke 8: 1 1-1 5. 

Two other parables are explained in Matthew' . Gospel: The 
parable of the tares and the parable of the fishing net. 
Cf. Matt. 1 31 36-43, 49, 50. 

BUT , IN SPITE OF THESE EXPLANATIONS, IT IS AMAZING HOW MANY 
DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS MEN HAVE GIVEN TO THESE PARABLES I 

What is the reason for this? 

Three possible explanations oan be given: 
1 )  It is easy for us to oome to the Scriptures to read into 

them some preconceived ideas we have. We see, in other 
words, what we want to see. 

2) We fail to take into oonsideration the explanation of 
all three Gospels, as well as the teaohing of the rest 
of Soripture whioh may apply. 

3) An intangible matter, but nevertheless, very real: WE 
ARE NOT TAUGHT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. Cf. Jehn 14:26 ;  1 61 
1 2-1 5. 

But, returning to eur subjeot, Mark 4: 1 3  indicates that, 1£ 
!!! !::£! right .!!! this first parable, .!!! !::£! � .!!E:: � to !!: 
true interpreta tien !! .:!:h! others. lllli, if !!! !!:!:!. wr0!lB' .!!! 
� interpretation !! � parable, � !!! .£!:!! hardly expeot 
� be right with � others. 

II. THE USE OF THE KEY IN INTERPRETING ANJ) APPLYING (Mark 4: 
1 5-20) • 
A .  Some preliminary observations. 

1 .  Let us keep in mind that the Lord is telling things 
that have never been revealed before. Theae are a 
part of "the �stery of the kingdom of God" (v. 1 1 ) .  

2. The word, mystery, indioates that the Lord is speak­
about a period of time, unannounced in the OT , which 
they were just about to enter. 
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Without going into the details again, the mystery 
age, or seoret age (in that it was not known pre­
vioullly) , ill the present Churoh Age whioh we are .. .. 
still in. 

The outstanding oharacteristio of this age is that 
the Gentiles are being moved into the oenter of what 
God has been deing. Before it was predeminantly 
Jewish. Gentiles were saved in the 0'1', but God was 
working primarily thrQugh the Jew; to� Jews oan be 
and are being Baved, but God is working primarily 
with the Gentile world. After the Rapture, things 
will turn again to God ' s  prograa for the Jew. 

Beoause of the truth of these things, 

3.  This parable has t o  do with the subject o f  evangel­
ism--things to know when preaohing the Gospel to 
either Gentiles or Jews. 

But, you may say, how do you knQW that this parable 
has to do with the preaohing of the Gospel? Mark 
does not indioate this I 

No, but Luke doesl Cf. Luke 8 1 12 ,  
"Those by the wa;yside are they that hear; then 
oometh the deVil , and taketh awa;y the word out 
of their hearts, l:.!.!i they should believe � 
be saved. "  

This is an exoellent illustration of the need t. oom­
pare Soripture with Soripture when seeking to arrive 
at the meaning of any passage. 

4. We must bring to this passage one particular truth 
which oan positively be established by the Word of 
God concerning salvation. 

It is thisl THAT ONCE A PERSON IS GENUINELY SAVED, 
HE CAN NEVER LOSE HIS SALVATION I Therefere, our Lord 
is not teaohing that a man Oan be saved, and then 
lost again. BUT HE IS GIVING US SOME TRUTH TO SHOW 
THAT MANY TIMES WHEN A PERSON PROFESSES '1'0 :BE A 
CHRISTIAN, AND EVEN MAY LIVE LIKE A CHRISTIAN FOR A 
TIME, HE HAS NEVER REALLY COME TO KNOW THE LORD AS 
HIS SAVIORI 

Those of us who know what the Word of God teaches on 
this subjeot oan often be very unrealistic and very 
wrong in our dealing with people because we do not 
know the truth of this parable. There is more that 



Mark 4: 1 3-20 (3 )  

enters into winning people to Christ than we would 
realize if the Lord had not given us this parable. 

Now let us give our attention to: 

B. The interpretation of the parable (Mark 4: 1 5-20) .  

1 .  The seed. It i s  "the word. " Luke says, "the word 
of God"; Matthew says, "the word of the kingdom. " 

Therefore, it is established right at the outset 
that, as III&IiIY problems as there aight be in reaching 
people with the Gospel , THE 0NLY WAY FOR PEOPLE TO 
lIE SAVED IS THROUGH THE WORD. They need to hear the 
the Word, they need to understand it, and they need 
to believe itl 

Cf. 1 Pet. 1 123, 
"Being born again, not of oorruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, whioh 
liveth and abideth forever. "  

Note: Nothing is said here about the sower. This 
oan be any ohild of God. :aiit" an interesting 
bit of light is given in the parable of the 
tares: "He that soveth the good seed is the 
Son of man" (Matt. 1 3 137b) .  (Comaent . ) 

2. The soils. 

There are four different situations indioated by our 
Lord. We would take these to be exhaustive. They 
represent four people, or groups, who outwardly re­
spond to the Gospel. THlIEE OUT OF TlIE FOUR ABE NOOf 
REALLY SAVED. The point ot the parable ill to tell 
us �I The Word is the saJlle in eaoh oase, but the 
results and their reasons are different. Therefore, 
l!! � .!! !!!._ just !:! oonoermed about .:!:!!! oiroum­
stanoes !!! !: person' s  ill! .!!. l!! .!::! � l!! .!::! 
gi ving � .:!:.!!! � .2! Q!Q 

a. The wayside (Mark 4: 1 5) .  Here we see Satanio 
opposition to the Gespel--a subjeot we do not 
hear a great deal about. 

It has to do with the hardened person, and it 
takes place immediately. And it happens beoause 
he "understandeth it not" (Matt. 1 3 1 1 9) .  

Cf. 2 Cor. 4:3,  4. 

How do we combat Satan? Cf. Eph. 6: 10-20. 
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b. The stony ground (Mark 4: 1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  This is the 
superfioial person. He resp�ds quiokly and 
enthusiastically, :BUT ABOUT ALL THAT IS TAKING 
PLACE IS WHAT YOU CAN SEE--THE OUTWARD I 

He � have been led to make a profeseion of 
acoepting Christ as his Savior beoause he felt 
that it would lead to a happier, more trouble­
free life. BUT "afterward, when affliotion �r" 
perseoution arieeth for the word ' s  sake , "  he 
leaves it all just as quiokly as he acoepted it 
in the first place. 

He was never really saved I 

A superfioial person oan be saved, but you need 
to know the dangers. 

c. The thorns (Mark 4: 18 ,  1 9) .  

Our Lord tells us what the thorns are. 

( 1 )  "The cares of this age . "  This mq have 
speoial emphasis for the poor, but all people 
have things they worry about. 

Cf. Luke 10:41 , "Martha, Martha, thou art 
anxious and troubled about many things . "  
Cf. 14:1 7-20 in Luke--the exouses men made 
as to why they oould not oome to the supper. 
Also, Luke 21 1 34. 

Contrast 1 Pet. 5 17 ;  Phil . 4: 6,  7 

(2)  "The deoeitfulness of riohes . "  This � have 
speoial emphasis for the rioh, but all men 
oan be deoeived by riohes. 

Cf. Mark 101 17-27; 1 Tim. 619, 10, 17.  Also 
Pea. 63: 10. 

(3) "The lusts of other things . "  In Luke 81 14, 
Luke refers to these as "pleasures . "  

Thi s  i s  for the pleasure-loving person, the 
sinner. He is not satisfied and so he turns 
to Christ, but not really. 

(4) "Good ground. "  

Our Lord said on one oooasicm, "The tree is 
known by its fruit" (Matt. 1 2:33b). 
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The only way you oan be sure that a person 
has really oome to know the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Savior is when, after some time, you 
see the fruit, the evidenoe,  in his life. 

Cf. 2 Cor. 5: 1 7 ;  1 John 319--"Whosoever is 
born of God doth not (habitually, oontinuous­
ly) oommit sin; for His seed remaineth in 
him, and he cannot (habitually, oontinuously) 
sin, because he is born of God." 

Conoll Do you see how practioal the Lord was and how practioal 
the Word of God is? It always takes the Word of God to 

see people saved, brought to Christ for salvation. But we can­
not ignore what the people are. 

In seeking to win people to Christ let us always remember the 
following: 
1 )  Salvation is a work of God. People are not saved just be­

oause they do what we want them to do and/or , say. They are 
saved when they do business with the Lord from the heart. 

2)  You always bring the same Gospel to people, but the presenta­
tion may be very different from person to person. 

3)  Do not be so quick to count your "decisions. "  You wait , and 
work, and pray--AND NEVER BE SATISFIED UNTIL YOU SEE THE 
EVIDENCE OF LIFE. 

How we ought to thank the Lord for the teaching He has given us 
here, but what a tragedy that it has been negleoted by sinoere 
but ignorant Christian. As a result we offend people, we push 
them too hard, and we have hundreds (perhaps it would be better to 
say, thousands) of people today who are saying, "I have tried 
that, but it doesn' t work ! "  

Oh, may God make us wise in the use of His Word, and wise in 
dealing with people--that many more might be reached with the 
transforming poWer of the Gospel! 
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PRINCIPLES AND PARABLES 
Mark 4: 21-34 

Introl Most of Mark 4 is devoted to our Lord ' s  parables. 

This simple form of teaching was used by the Lord for two reaaons: 
1 )  To conceal the truth from those who did not know Him as their 

Lord. 
2) To reveal the truth to those who did. 

But even to the disciples 
of the parables be given. 
ed, and soms are not. 

it waa necessary that an explanation 
Some of these explanations are reoord-

For those that are recorded, cf. 41 1 3-20; for those that are not, 
cf. 4:34. 

All of these are given by the Lord to make know secrets (or, 
mysteries) which God had never made known before about the King­
dom of God. The secrets apply to this age in which we are now 
living. 

In the parable of the sower (or, the soils) we see how the Lord 
was preparing His disciples for evangelism, and the responses 
that they could expect from men--along with the reasons for those 
responses. 

Beginning with v. 21 we have four parables down through v. 34. 

The first two are explained; the second two are not. 

The first two deal with this method of teaohing--with parables. 

The second two deal with the Kingdom of God. 

All four of them contain principles that we must understand. 

I. CONCERNING THE LORD' S  METHOD OF TEACHING (Mark 4: 21 -25) . 

A.  THE PARABLE OF THE LAMP, AND ITS PRINCIPLE (Mark 4 :21 , 
22) . 

There were three things that were to be seen in every 
home: a lamp with its lamp stand , a vase for measuring, 
and a bed on which to recline while they ate their food. 

When it got dark and you were preparing to eat , you would 
light the lamp (not, candle) . You would not put it under 
the bushel because,  not only would that hide the light 
but , it would put the light out l Neither would you put 
it under the bed because it would set the bed on fire ! 
No, you would put it on the lampstand so that it could 

, 
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give light to all whe were in the house. This is the 
PARABLE. 

THE PRINCIPLE: Seorets are kept with the purpose that 
�eventually they shall be made known. This is why God 

_ >l<o"" .,;># is giving light through parables--to make the truth 
�,.,oi- � ';"0..<;<> known ( llmanifestedll ) and to see that it is understood, 

--{ .,;t'O�,v'9 rJI'",. explained ( lloome to light , "  or, revealed) . 
J/< " ?� 

11<" :., )< B .  
�� .;>V .A 

v ,(�' � ,," . 
on QO'" V>� 

THE PARABLE OF THE BUSHEL, AND ITS PRINCIPLE (Mark 4: 
23-25) . 

)1':�Y \� ,(0 'v Ii' 
"0;) v� t-v 

X' c;.� '" 
Before He tells it, in v. 23 we find Him seeking their 
attentionl 

..... o� �-<o. 
-y?" �A. 
t-PJI<' 

Then He tells the parable. 

He wants them .!! oonsider !!EZ oarefully, .!! turn their 
minds toward what He .!..! saying, .!! oontemplate , to � 
at it: "Take heed what ye hear. " 

The reason . for this is that , the more you want the more 
you will get, and the reverse will be true also . 

And so we have the prinoiple in v. 25. 

The more you want, the more you will reoeive. But if 
you do not oome expeoting and wanting to reoeive, pre­
pared to reoeive, THEN YOU WILL LOSE WHAT YOU HAVE. 

The light we have onoe had oan beoome darknesB--and "how 
great is that darknes s . "  

This is what makes the differenoe between Christians. 
Some oome prepared to receive the Word, and wanting to 
reoeive it. They are reading it during the week. They 
study it on their own. Others oome, but without anY 
speoial desire toward the Word. No only do they not 
reoeive; they begin to lose what they onoe had, and soen 
they do not oome any more. 

Summary: Thus, in these two parables the Lord is seeking to 
show that His purpose in the parables is to make 

the truth known to them, but that they are going to be the 
ones to determine what they will reoeive. 

Let us always remember these two things about the Word (and 
this applies to those of us who know the Lord) : 
1 )  The Lord has given us His Word beoause He intends for us 

to understand it. 
2) How muoh we understand depends upon how we approach it. 

Do we bring our vessels like the widow for whom Elisha 
� 
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provided the oil? ct. 2 Kings 4: 1 -7. 

II. CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF GOD (Mark 4: 26-34) . 

Now the Lord is ready to proceed with His main parables 
following the parable of the sower. 

A. THE PARABLE OF THE GROWING SEED (Mark 4: 26-29 ) .  

- � What we have learned in the parable of the sower helps 
..:> &" us to understand this. 

�, .. :-\ '....--� The seed is the Word. The soil has to be the good soil. 
Fruit resUlts. 

The sower sows, and he reaps. BUT HE DOES NOT HAVE ANY­
THING TO DO WITH THE GROWTH. He dees not need to under­
stand it. And He does not need to st� awake in order 
for it to take place. 

Because .!!! E.!!:!. complete, .!.!! .:!!!:!. !!!!!,1 
THIS IS THE MAIN POINT 

We must never lose faith in the Word. We must never em­
ploy substitutes. The Word alone will do the work, and 
it is the Word which men need to hear. 

We do not need to understand all of the details of sal� 
tion in order to see men saved anymore than a farmer has 
to be able to explain germanation and growth befere he 
can have a harvest. 

Note the following verses which speak of the power of 
the Word of God: 
1 )  Isa. 55: 1 1 ,  "So shall my word be that goeth forth 

out of my mouth; it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accompl±ih that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. " 

2) Jer. 23 : 29, "Is not my word like a fire? saith the 
Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces?" 

3)  Heb. 4: 1 2 ,  "For the word of God is living, and power­
ful, and sharper than any two-edged sward, piercing 
even to the dividing asumder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. "  

4)  2 Tim. 4: 1 ,  2a, "I charge thee, therefore, before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
living and the dead at his appearing and his king-
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The most important thing that is going lin today is the 
sowing of the seed, the Word of God, and we must never 
lose our confidence in the seed so that we sow it and 
something else, or slime thing else altogether. 

Do you believe that God works through His Wllrd alone? 

B .  THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEEn (Mark 4: 30-32) . 

In v. 30 the Lord is after their attention again. He 
has been taking parables from their daily lives to 
illustrate His teachings? Could they see any? Can YOU? 

Here we are back :·to a seed again--a "mustard seed. " 

It evidently was an annual . 

In a matter of weeks it would grow to a height of 10  to 
1 2  feetl Its growth was all the more IIiraculous because 
of its insignificant size as a seed. 

Two 
1 )  

things are pointed Gut in particular by our Lord: 
It out grows all other herbs (and remember we are 
talking about His Kingdom) . 

2) The birds sit under the shadow of it. 

Where did we hear about birds? Cf. Mark 4: 1 5. There­
fore , we see that one reason for the great size i s  the 
fact that there is good and evil in the KingdGm. It has 
not been purged as yet. This is a picture of Christen­
dom. Many profess, but not all possess. We learned 
that from the parable of the sower, did we not? 

If we as servants of the Lerd Jesus Christ are not aware 
of this we will not be wise servants of our Lord. Never 
be Gverawed by numbers. Cf. Matt. 7: 21-23, 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth 
the will of � Father, who is in heaven. � will &a3 
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in thy name? And in thy name havs cast out demons? 
And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then 
will I profes unto them, I never knew you; depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity. " 

The ohild of God must understand this. 

Concl: There were many other parables. Matthew and Luke give 
more , but Mark stops here this time. 

Note two things: 1) Even here, the Lord oould only give to men 
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as they were, lit. , able to hear it. 2) He only used parables, 
BUT HE CAREFULLY EXPLAINED TO THEM EVERY PARABLE HE GAVE. 

THEY COULD ONLY UNDERSTAND WHAT HE EXPLAINED TO THEM, AND THEY 
COULD ONLY GIVE TO OTHERS WHAT HE HAD MADE THEM UNDERSTAND. 

Cf. John 1 6 1 1 2-1 5;  1 Cor. 3:2;  Heb. 5 1 1 1-14. 



CB - 5/28/72 a . m. 

A MIRACLE WHICH ANSWERED A QUESTION 
Mark 4135-41 

Introl Twioe in the Gospels we have the reoord of our Lord 
stilling a storm on the sea of Galilee. Mark reoords 

both of them, and so does Matthew. Luke reoords only the first; 
John, only the seoond. 

In the first storm, the Lord Jesus was there; in the seoond, He 
was not. 

In both oases it was the Lord who sent His disoiples out into 
the sea in a boat. 

Both followed very busy days of ministry. 

In each case the storm was unexpeoted. In each case the dis­
oiples were afraid. 

In the first oase it seems that the teachings of the Lord seemed 
to be contradioted by what the Lord was doingl sleeping. In 
the seoond, the disciples failed to apply what they had just seen 
in the feeding of the 5,000. 

The second miracle of stilling the storm is in Mark 6:45-52. 

But now let us devote our time to this first instanoe of � 
Lord stilling � storm. We need to remember that they are seeing 
a kind of miracle they had never seen before, and probably had 
not even thought possible. 

1 .  THE MAIN FEATURES IN THE ACCOUNT. 
A. A clear indication of the Lord ' s  willi "He saith unto 

them, Let us pass over unto the other side . "  Note care­
fully the statement. He told them they were going over 
to the other side. 

B. An unexpected trial. Many of these men were fishermen 
and used to storms--but not to & storm like this one 
(although they were known) . It has been described aSI 

"a storm breaking forth from black thunder-olouds 
in furiOUS gusts ,  with floods of rain, and throw­
ing everything topsy-turvy" (Schmidt in Thayer, 368 ) .  

Aristotle called this kind of a storm, 
"a whirlwind revolving from below upwards" (Ibid. ) . 

The word used for "evening" in v. 35 may mean any time 
from 3 in the afternoon to sundown. But it became dark 
wi th wind, high waves, and heavy rain. 

Our guide on the sea of Galilee told us that there have 
been waves 22' high in some of their storms on the sea. 

C .  A confusing silence. The Lord Jesus was asleep. He was 
doing nothing, and apparently knew nothing at all about 
the storm. He must have been ver,r., very tired. 
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D. A frantic call for help. The kind of confusion that 
prevailed is seen if we notice what each of the Gospel 
writers record: 
1 )  Mark: "Master (or better, Teacher) ,  carest thou not 

that we perish?" 
2) Matthew (8: 25) : "Lord, save us; we perish." 
3) Luke (8: 24) 1  "Mater, master, we perish." 
Everybody must have been sa;ring about the same thing in 
a slightly different way. 

Mark let us know that the disciples were more bewil­
dered by the Lord than they were by the storm. They 
found His apparent lack of concern impossible to take. 

E. An amazing miracle--never before witne ssed by any of the 
disciples! 

His word is not as meaningless as they might have 
thought. He simply spoke, "Peaoe, be still,"  and the 
sea was muzzled (the meaning of the expressien) . It 
actually means, !! quiet, � ..!2:z  1!!!i !!&. 

There had been � great storm; now there was � great 
oalm. "The wind ceased. "  

F. A gralJious rebuke: "Why are ye so fearful? How is it 
that ye have no faith?" 

All three Gospels record thiS, BUT NOT ONE OF THEM 
GIVES AN ANSWER. 

Instead, we have, 
G. An interesting question. This, in part, reveals the 

reason for the experienoe. The 
!!l! � TAUGHT 

Why did the Lord put His disciples through this experience? And 
what is the experience to mean to us? 

The lessons to be learned from this miracle and the conditions 
surrounding it are so many that the passage is soon recognized as 
being inexhaustible! Let us notice some of them. 

I I .  SOME OF THE LESSONS TO BE LEARNED. 

A. Concerning the will of God and trouble. 

Have you had the idea that these do not go together. 
Then read again Mark 4: 35-37. It was the Lord who said 
that they should go to the other side of the sea. And, 
if you believe in His omniscience, i.e. , that He knows 
all things, then He had h have said this knowing that 
there was going to be a storm! 

The Bible is full of illustrations of this. Think of 
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, Daniel , John the 
Baptist, Peter, John, Paul, and a host of others! 
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Let me say this: I f  someone i s  here and thinking about 
becoming a Christian because you feel that that will put 
an end to trouble, then you had better change your mind. 
If you are a Christian and wondering about doing the 
will of God in your own life, thinking that it will put 
an end to your troubles, then you had better think again. 

The most dreadful illustration of this is our Lord Him­
self. For Him the will of God meant the Crossl 

It would be dreadful if we had to stop here. 

B. The silence of God and prayer. 

Even worae than the st(l)rm is the thought that our Lord 
may be asleep. Nothing is so baffling as His silence at 
such times. 

Cf. Paa. 77 : 3 ,  7-9. 

At such times the Word seems hollow and empty. We feel 
frantic and we cry out in alarm, wondering if it will do 
any good. 

But here we c(l)me to one of the main reas(I)ne f(l)r the 
storm and the silence of the Lord. He is seeking to get 
us to pray like the disciples did. They ;may have cried 
out in dismay and alarm, but they cried out to the LordI 

Oh, how we need to learn to pray I 

What happened? 

C. The power of God and peace. 

His Word is not so meaningless after all . This probably 
was not even in the thoughts of the disciples when they 
cried out tell the Lord. They may have felt that He could 
do something to get them out of the storm, BUT IT IS 
DOUBTFUL IF ANY OF THEM FELT THAT HE COULD DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT THE STORM ITSELF! 

The Lord muzzled the storm. He t(l)ld it to get quiet, and 
to stay that way. AND IT DID! 

Now we are O(l)ming to the glorious part of this exper­
ienoe. Just beoause you have not seen the Lard do a 
oertain thing is no reason He oannot de itl AND PERHAl!S 
THIS WAS THE MAIN REASON THE LORD ALLOWED THE STORM TO 
COME RIGHT AT THIS TIME. When the Sea of Galilee is 
calm, it is just like glass. 
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The storm stopped faster than it started! 

The Lord does knew. He does oare. He dees hear us when 
we ory. It ma;y be in fear and terror, but He hears us 
when we pray. Never forget that ! 

D. The Son of God and glory. 

Note His graoious rebuke. "Why are ye so fearful? How 
is it that ye have no faith?" He met the need, and then 
asked the questions. 

And, as the chapter ends, we find them talking in amaze­
ment about the Lord and what He oould do! 

This is what storms and trials so for us--they turn us 
to the Lord and we begin to think more about Him and to 
talk more about what He is able to do. Until then , we 
ma;y think that we oan usually handle the troubles for 
ourselves. 

Concl: Perhaps you are in the midst of a storm this morning. 
You ma;y look peaoeful outside, but have dreadful turmoil 

inside. What an encouragement this should be to you! Do not 
give up hope. The Lord ma;y still be silent. But He hears, and 
He will meet your needs--very probably in ways you have never 
seen Him work before. 

Perhaps the sea i s  calm for you this morning. But remember: It 
can change without warning. How reassuring it should be to all 
of us to know that , whatever ma;y arise, the Lord is able to 
deliver us and to meet any need. 

Does Jesus care when my heart· is pained 
Too deeply for mirth and songl 

As the burdens press, and the cares distress, 
And the way grows weary and long? 

Does Jesus oare when my way is dark 
With a nameless dread and fear? 

As the daylight fades into deep night shades, 
Does He care enough to be near? 

Does Jesus care when I ' ve tried and failed 
To resist some temptation strong; 

When for my deep grief I find no relief, 
Though my tears flow all the night long? 

Does Jesus care when I ' ve said "good-by" 
To the dearest on earth to me, 

And my sad heart aches till it nearly breaks ,  
I s  it aught to Him? Does He care? 

(OVer) 



o yes ,  He cares ;  I know He cares ,  

His heart is touched with my grief; 
When the days are weary, the long nights dreary , 

I knew my Saviour cares.  

Peter stated it this W�I 
"Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for yeu� 
( 1  Peter 5 17 ) .  


