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IN THE HOLY �lOUNT 
Mark 9: 1 -8 

Intro: Anyone who has read the Gospels carefully knows that 
there are certain events in the life of our Lord which 

stand out with special 
1) His birth. 

significance .  They are: 423� His baptism. 
His temptation. 
His great discourses:  The 

The 
The 

5) His praying in Gethsemane. 
6) His crucifixion. 

�� 
His resurrection. 
His ascension. 

Sermon on the Mount . 
Olivet Discourse. 
Upper Room Discourse. 

To these we must add the event which is before us in our passage 
this morning: � Transfiguration. 

It is an event of tremendous importance. 

Two of the three disciples who were there wrote about it. The 
three were there, for one reason, for the sake of giving a united 
witness that this amazing event really took place. 

But we can never understand The Transfiguration without noticing 
what has led up to it. We need to go back as far as Mark 8 : 27. 

This is  a part of all that our Lord was seeking to do to help 
the disciples to understand what was necessary before the Lord 
could reign over all the earth . We are thinking here about the 
kingdom of God. 

One thing was sure: They knew that Jesus was the Messiah . 

But they did not know that He was going to die .  They strongly 
objected to this .  

They did not know that t o  follow Him might lead t o  their own 
deaths--which it did! 

NOR DID THEY UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THE GLORY THAT WOULD CHAR­
ACTERIZE THOSE WHO HAVE A PART IN THE KINGDOM . They needed to 
know this too. 

The Lord had given an indication of this when He spoke the words 
recorded in Mark 8:38, "when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father, with the holy angels . "  

To deal with this subject of the glory that i s  t o  come ,  let us 
note , first of all , • • •  



1. 'tHE I,ORDS SPOKEN BY OUf( LOIlD (Mark 9: 1 ) • 

Nark 9: 1-8 (2) 

Some believe that this verse belongs with chapter 8. It 
seems quite certain that it does. It was probably spoken 
when the Lord said what He did in 8:34-38. 

BUT THEY ALSO BELONG TO CHAPTER 9. 

They are all a part of this whole ministry of our Lord to 
His disciples in the region of Caesarea Philippi. Glory was 
coming--and it still is. BUT THERE COULD BE NO GLORY APART 
FROM THE CROSS. The Lord had to die before He could reign 
in glory over all the earth. 

There is no need to struggle with these words (as many have 
done ). Let us take them for what they mean, and then seek 
to understand what might not be perfectly clear. 

THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM WITH POWER WAS SO CLOSE THAT OUR 
LORD SAID, "Some of them that stand here • • • shall not 
taste of death till they have seen the kingdom of God come 
with power.1I 

The key word here seems to be "power." It does not mean 
that the kingdom in all of its fullness and power would be 
established before some who were living then would die, but 
it meant that the power would be firmly established which 
would guarantee the eventual fulfillment of all of the pro­
mises having to do with the spiritual and literal realiza­
tion of that which is involved in the term, "the kingdom of 
God." 

"Power" here means that which will guarantee a certain re­
sult. It is the cause which will produce a certain effect. 

The same idea is in the word power (the same word ) in Rom. 
1:16, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it 
is � power of God unto salvation • • ." 

It does not mean that everyone has believed who will be­
lieve, nor that everyone will eventually believe, BUT IT 
MEANS THAT THE POWER HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED IN THE GOSPEL TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE SALVATION OF ALL WHO WILL BELIEVE. NOTHING 
MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE. 

What would guarantee the fulfillment and ultimate triumph 
in the earth of the kingdom of God? The death of Christ. 
Victory would come through apparent defeat. Glory would 
come through humiliation. This is what the disciples did 
not believe, but what they needed to know. That is why the 
Lord begins with, "Verily I say unto you." 



( 

II. A HOST MlAZING EV'i:NT (MarIe 9: 2-4). 

Mark 9:1-8 (3) 

Could we not classify this as the most amazing thing that 
happened to our Lord while He was here on earth--apart from 
His resurrection? 

A week goes by between verses 1 and 2 .  What happened during 
that time we do not know. We can be sure that our Lord was 
ministering to His disciples, ,but we are not told what He 
had to say to them. 

Then He takes Peter and James and John in "an high mountain" 
where He could have them by themselves. This was probably 
Mount Hermon. 

The Lord had taken these three men one time before (when 
Jairus' daughter was raised, Mark 5:37) � and He would do it 
one more time in Gethsemane (Mark 14:33). Why these three? 
We can only speculate. But they seem to have been the lead­
ers, probably because of the hunger that was in their hearts. 

SUDDENLY THE LOR]) "WAS TRANSFIGURED BEFORE THEM." This does 
not mean that a light began to shine on Him, but a glory 
appeared from wi thin. IT MEANS THAT FOR THE FIRST TIME THE 
DISCIPLES REALLY BEGAN TO SEE SPECIAL, VISIBLE EVIDENCE OF 
HIS DEITY! 

Notice how John wrote about it: John 1:14. 

Then notice how Peter wrote about it: 2 Pet. 1:16-18. 

Then, to add to the most frightening sight, Moses and Elijah 
appeared--talking to the Lord, as Luke indicates, about His 
death. 

Again, we can only speculate why Moses and Elijah were chosen 
to be there, but the one thing that is certain is there 
apparent interest, above everything else, in the fact that 
our Lord's death was so near. Cf. Luke 9:31. 

This throws a flood of light upon the Old Testament and upon 
Old Testament saints. 

And all of this glory was greater than any man whose business 
it is to purify garments could possibly make them. This was 
definitely not something human as to its origin. 

'_ But then we have • 

III. Tlffi WOR])S SPOKEN BY PETER (Mark 9:5, 6). 

He and the others were so frightened that they did not know 



Nark 9: 1-8 (4) 

what to say, 
opportunity! 
was GOD! 

but Peter began talking anyway. What a missed 
He should have been still to know that Jesus 

But of his words we can say this--some good, and some bad: 

A. It meant that he was happy to be there, and contented to 
stay. "Master, it is good for us to be here." This is 
how people must feel when they get to heaven. 

B II ' b h t d t  t ,tho",:t 
• -e was In error ecause e wan e 0 s ay Wl �a cross. 

C. He was also in error because he seems inclined to put 
Moses and Elijah on a plane with our Lord. 

And so it is very obvious that we have need of that which comes 
last • . . 

IV. THE WORDS OF THE FATHER (Mark 9:7, 8). 

Peter and the disciples with him needed to know how the 
Father considered the Son, and that they needed to listen to 
Him and believe what He had to say about what He had to do. 

Moses had been great. Read the record of his life in the 
Word. 

Elijah had also been great. Read his story. 

Both stand out in the Scriptures for their devotion to the 
Lord. BUT NEITHER OF THEM COULD BEGIN TO COMPARE WITH THE 
GREATNESS AND GLORY OF THE SON OF GOD, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Concl: What was all of this? It was a foreshadowing of the 
glory that is to come. It is a glory anticipated by OT 

saints as well as NT. BUT THERE COULD BE NO GLORY, NO KINGDOM 
OF GOD, NO PERFECTION FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD, NO PURGING AWAY OF 
SIN--none of the things that this world needs and the things all 
believers anticipate UNLESS the Lord Jesus Christ will go on to 
the Throne by way of the Cross. 

We do not see that glory yet, 
"But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, that 
he, by the grace of God, should taste death for every man. 
For it beoame him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glDry, to make the captain 
of their salvation perfect through sufferings" (Heb. 2 :9 ,  10). 



OR - 10/22/72 a.m. 

W1{AT ABOUT ELIJAH? 
Mark 9:9-13 

Intra: The passage before us this morning records the things 
that our Lord and Peter and James and John talked about 

as they came down from the mount where the Lord has been trans­
figured. 

At first glance it would seem that there is not much here. 

But then, as is always the case with the Word of God, the longer 
we look at these 5 verses, the mare we see. In fact, our Lord 
touches here upon some of the greatest principles that we face 
when it comes to understanding the Word, and ministering the 
Word. 

We wouldjprobably all agree that nothing that man could exper­
ience on earth would be comparable to what these three disciples 
had just seen: the Lord in His glory, with Moses and Elijah. 

The only possible parallel would have been the Apostle Paul in 
the experience he relates in 2 Cor. 12. 

But now let us look at Mark's account. 

Matthew is the only other Gospel writer who tells us of this 
event. His words are recorded in Matt. 17:9-13. 

In Mark's record we have four things: 
I. Our Lord's Charge (v. 9). 

II. The Disciples' Discussion Among Themselves (v. 10). 
III. The Question They Asked The Lord (v. 11). 

IV. The Lord's Answer To Their Question (v. 12). 

I. OUR LORD'S CHARGE (Mark 9:9). 

What a letdown this must have been! 

You can imagine that they could hardly wait until they got 
back to the other 9 disciples so that they could tell about 
the great experience that they had had. BUT THE LORD SILENC­
ED THEM; THEY WEHE TO TELL MAN! 

Cf. Mark 7:36; 8:26, 30. WHY? 

One reason, as we have seen, is that the Lord did not want 
His disciples or anyone else to spread confusion because 
they only knew part of the truth! 

After the way Peter rebuked the Lord in Mark 8:32, Peter 
have spread endless confusion if he had told what he had ex-



perienced on the basis of what he knew then! To tell a part 
of the truth without seeing the whole is to spread error-­
and misunderstanding! 

They wanted a glorified Messiah without a Cross, and this is 
exactly what it seemed that they had. 

But look . . . 

The Lord put a limitation on the time that they had to be 
silent: "Till the Son of man were risen from the dead ."  

After His resurrection they would have the background neces­
sary to understand His glory. But they did not have it now. 

Application: If there is one thing that we need in order to 
understand the Word of God as we should it is 
an overall picture of all of the Word of God. 
Without it we can get into trouble with any 
truth of Scripture. This applies to salvation, 
to prophecy , to the Holy Spirit. Our exper­
ience must never be permitted. to distort any 
part of the Word of God for us. 

II .  THE DISCIPLES ' DISCUSSION AMONG THEMSELVES (YBrk 9:10). 

The translation of this verse needs to bring out � amazing 
thing which happened .!!? the diSCiples � they � down from 
the mount . IF ANYTHING , THIS MAY HAVEl EVEN BEEN MOHE START­
LING FOR THEM THAN THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

"Kept" does not mean that they obeyed what the Lord said to 
them in v. 9 (although they probably were obedient) .  It 
means , as the NASB translates it, "And they seized upon that 
statement, discussing with one another what rising from the 
dead might mean. " 

It means that for the first time they noticed it , they laid 
� of it, they fastened therr-thoughts � something whiCh 
they apparently � never heard. before! 

And yet�he Lord had clearly mentioned it in Mark 8:31. 

But they did not hear it. NOW THIS TRUTH WAS GETTING THROUGH 
TO THEM FOR THE FIRST TIME! 

We cannot understand all about how this happens ,  but we know 
that it does. We can read the Word over and over, and then 
one day it seems that the Word comes to life, and the words 
of Scripture stand right out on the page for us. 

Some people have never noticed this in the "lord. The major-



l"larK :; :  ':1-15 \)) 

ity in Israel , with all that they knew of the Messiah, had 
never had their eyes opened to this truth. And only the 
Lord can make us see it . 

This did not understand it , but they noticed it in what the 
Lord was saying for the first time. 

Application: How carefully do you read the Word of God? 
People notice the word, Law , in the Bible,  but 
they completely pass over the word, grace. 
They notice works , but they completely disre­
gard faith. They see God, but pay no atten­
tion to Christ . Or, if they notice Christ , 
they pay attention to what He said, but not to 
Who He was , or what He did! People look upon 
Him as an Example ,  who have never seen that 
He is a Savior!  

What are you missing? You may�e like the dis­
ciples who were missing the most important 
thing! 

III. THE QUESTION THE DISCIPLES ASKED TIill LORD (Mark 9:11). 

This grew out of their experience on the mount . "Why say 
the scribes that Elijah must first come?" 

Some times you can even hear some truth from false teachers ! 

Why did they say it? 

Because Malachi did! It comes right at the end of the OT-­
in Mal . 4:5, 6, 

"Behold, I will send you Elijah, the prophet , before the 
coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord; And he 
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the ohildren, and 
they heart of the children to their fathers , lest I come 
and smite the earth with a curse ."  

This seemed to bear out what they had seen on the mount . 
There was Elijah, and the Lord was there in His glory. Sure­
ly this meant the Kingdom would be established. 

Before we look at the Lord's  answer, let us note this word 
of • • • 

Application: Do not be surprised to hear the truth from al­
most any direction, but neither should you 
think that because something true is said, even 
something that is from the Word of God ,  that 
this necessarily proves that all that that 
teacher says is true. 



Mark 9: 9-13 (�) 

Now we are ready for • • • 

IV. THE LORD'S A})SWER TO THEIR Q.UESTION (Mark 9:12, 13). 

There are three parts to His answer. 

A. He verifies what the scribes were teaching on this 
point: "Elijah verily cometh first, and restoreth all 
things. " 

The important word here is "restoreth." Normally this 
word means to bring something back to its former state, 
but since Israel has never known such a state, it means 
here to correct "a disturbed order of affairs" (Thayer, 
p. 62). THINGS ARE DREAJlFULLY WRONG IN THIS WORLD, A})D 
ELIJAH IS COMING, SAID MALACHI, TO STRAIGHTEN THINGS OUT 
--ESPECIALLY AMONG FATHERS AND CHILDREN, i.e., in the 
�! 

---

People are proposing many answers for the problems we 
face today, but Malachi says that Elijah will have the 
right answer, and that without his answer there can be 
no restoration in the world. 

We will notice that answer in just a moment. 

B. He calls attention to truth >Thich the scribes had missed. 

The last part of v. 12 should be a question. Let us 
read it like this: 

"And hOI< is it that it is written of the Son of man, 
that He must suffer many things, and be treated with 
contempt?" 

He means: 

1. How is it that they have noticed the very little 
that is said about Elijah, but have overlooked the 
fact that the OT is full of Christ, the Son of man? 

2. Why has it been I<ritten, and I<hy does it stand writ­
ten that the Son of man would suffer so much, even to 
death, and yet be treated as though He >Tere nothing? 

If they had known all of the Word of God they would not 
have felt that the teachings of the Lord about His death 
were strange at all; in fact, they would have expected 
such teaching. 

C. He makes a startling announcement. Cf. ]'Clark 9:13. 

Here we are to see one of the fine points of divine reve-



Nark 9:9-13 (5) 

lation. }latthew brings it out clearly when he writes: 
"Then the disciples understood that he spoke unto 
them of John the Baptist" (Matt. 17:13). 

We have this on the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself: "But I say unto you." 

ELIJAH IN THE OT IS A TYPE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST IN THE NT. 
THE PROPHECY CONCERNING ELIJAH WAS FULFILLED IN THE MINI­
STRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

What was the substance of His ministry? 

There is more than we can mention in the time we have 
this morning, but let me select three things which John 
the Baptist preached: 
1) "Repent i�, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" 

(Matt. 3:2). The nation was not right with God. Sir 
was the problem. 

2) "Behold the Lamb of God, whi�h taketh away the sin 
of the world" (John 1:29). The Lord Jesus Christ 
is the only One who can settle the sin question. 

3) "He must increase, but I must decrease" (John 3:30). 
When the Lord comes, we no longer need John. 

What did Israel do with John the Baptist? For a time 
there was a great response, but when he died, no one 
raised a protest. 

Concl: The features in this passage belong to our own day, do 
they not? 

We are so prone to look at only a small part of the Word. We 
can completely overlook the most important truths. 

We notice Elijah or Moses, or many, many others, but often ignore 
the Lord Jesus Christ completely. 

And, therefore, we miss the main thing that we need to know: 
that there can be no peace in men or among men until men forsake 
their sin and turn in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for forgive­
ness and eternal life. 

Perhaps the Lord has opened your eyes while we have been thinking 
about these things this morning. Perhaps you have never seen 
that Christ had to die--that He had to die for you. }lay the Lord 
enable each one of us to see it clearly. And if you have seen 
this, may He give you the grace to trust Him right now as your 
personal Savior--if you have never done so before. 



r,B - 10/29/72 a.m. 

A �UESTION THAT NEEDS TO BE ANSWERED 
Mark 9:14-29 

Intro: At this point in Mark's Gospel we move from the heav� 
to the earthly, from the manifestation of our Lord's 

glory to a display of the disciples' weakness ! 

Peter and James and John had seen the Lord in the holy mount; 
now they are to see their fellow-disciples, humiliated and de­
fensive. 

Therefore, let us look first at • 

I. A HUMILIATING SITUATION (Mark 9:14-19). 

The first thing that the Lord noticed was that the scribes 
were disputing with the 9 disciples who had not been in the 
mount. 

They had the disciples on the defense. They were seeking to 
discredit them in the eyes of the people. And perhaps they 
were even seeking to discredit the Lord in the eyes of the 
disciples. After all, the Lord had given them power to cast 
out demons (cf. 6:7), why could they not cast the demon out? 

How the enemy loves to make the most of failure in the lives 
of the Lord's people ! 

BUT • • •  v. 15 shows how quickly they were silenced by the 
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. They were taken �� 
prise, utterly amazed, when the Lord showed up! 

So the Lord asked them in v. 16, "What question ye with 
them?" He wanted to know what the dispute was all about. 

The father of the boy concerned answered (see vv. 16, 17). 
He had brought his demon-possessed son to the Lord. It was 
"a dumb spirit," i.e., a spirit which makes a person �. 

14henever the demon wanted to, he did four things: 
1�� He threw the boy down with convulsions. 

The boy would foam at the mouth. 
Then he would grind his teeth. 

4) Finally, he became stiff, and just seemed to waste away. 
This was worse than any disease, and it must have been a 
dreadful sight to see. 

The father had brought his son to the Lord, but, not finding 
Him, had asked the disciples for help. BUT, TO HIS DISMAY, 
"THEY COULD NOT"--They i:!& not � the strength, lit. 

This is what had led to all of the disputing. 



Upon receiving the answer from the Father, we see great dis­
tress of the Lord, which must have caused even greater 
anxiety for the disciples. But the questions in v. 19 con­
tain a lot of truth: 
1) "0 faithless (or unbelieving) generation, how long shall 

I be with you?" 
The emphasis here is on the "I" which points to the 

Lord. He is "the author and finisher of our faith" 
(Heb. 12:2). Therefore, it should have made a difference 
for them to be with Him! 

2) "How long shall I suffer you," i.e., bear with you, put 
2:!E wi th you? 

If the Lord were to deal with us as we deserve, He 
would have given up hope long ago. The question was so 
that this impression might be written deeply on their 
minds. 

The disciples, in an unbelieving generation, had succumbed 
to the spirit of the age. A lack of faith was the problem. 
But more about this in a moment. 

II. A DESPERATE FATHER (Mark 9:20-24). 

When the Lord told the man to bring his son, he brought him 
immediately. BUT WHEN THE BOY SAW THE LORD, THE SPIRIT 
THREW HIM INTO ONE OF THESE AWFUL CONVULSIONS. THE LORD SAW 
FOR HIMSELF WHAT HAD BEEN GOING ON. 

And so the Lord asked the father how long this had been goin€ 
on. The answer: "From a child." 

THIS MEANT THAT NO ONE HAD EVER BEEN ABLE TO HELP HIM. So 
the need was desperate. 

But v. 22 reveals � dreadful I&£i, but also � hopeful note 
"as sounded. THE DEMON HAD TRIED TO BURN THE BOY ALIVE, OR 
TO DROWN HIM. BUT, WITH ALL OF THE ATTEMPTS HE HAD JVIADE, 
HE HAD BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL--evidence of the sovereign power of 
God-!- --

So, finally, the father says, "If thou canst do anything, 
have compassion on us, and help us." 

Omit the word, "believe," in v. 23--the first part. The 
Lord said in amazement, "If thou canst!?, reflecting the 
words of the father. And then He followed it with, "All 
things are possible to him that believeth." 

Here we come to faith again. 

Now this is where >Ie need to read our Bibles carefully and 
to see that God does not always see fit to deal with people 



in the same way. There never was a time when miracles were 
performed in as great numbers as when our Lord was here on 
earth. The early Church experienced outstanding miracles 
in the beginning, but they did not last. 

It is not God's 
such miracles. 
do, but He does 
time. 

purpose to have every age characterized by 
He can still do anything that He ever could 
not choose to work the same way all of the 

Therefore, faith does not mean asking and expecting God to 
do all of the things that He has ever done, or even all of 
the things that we think that He should do. FAITH IS OUR 
TRUSTING RESPONSE TO THAT WHICH GOD WILLS FOR THE PARTICU­
LAR AGE IN WHICH WE LIVE. 

The earthly life of Christ was a time of miracles, but even 
in His life He did not perform the miracles toward the end 
that He did at the beginning. 

But this definitely was during the time when He was perform­
ing miracles. Therefore, the father could sincerely have 
faith that the Lord would meet the need of his son. 

But this does not apply today! 

How many of us have been where this father was in v. 24? 
l11e believe, but it is continuing to believe where we have 
our trouble. And, if the Lord does not help us, if our faith 
is not sustained and strengthened with the Word, we will not 
continue to believe. Cf. Rom. 10: 17. 

III. A MIGHTY LORD (Mark 9:25-27). 

This is not just a matter of helping a human being; it is a 
conflict with the forces of Satan. It is beyond all of the 
combined forces which men can gather together. Only God is 
equal to a task like this. 

So the Lord, with His word, rebuked the foul, deaf and dumb 
spirit. 

This is the Creator speaking to a rebellious, demonic, un­
seen angelic creature. He brought the world into existence 
through His Word. Cf. Gen. 1:3; John 1:3. 

Oh, the power of the Word of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Before the demon left, he made one more vicious attack, and 
then left the boy looking like he was dead. But the Lord 
lifted him up and he was delivered. 



Mark 9:14-29 (4) 

What an amazing miracle this Has--especially in -vieH of the 
disciples ' failure ! 

This is folloHed by • • 

IV. A HARD QUESTION (Mark 9:28, 29). It Has a hard question for 
the disciples to ask. 

Are you one Hho says that we should never ask the Lord, Why? 
Look closely at this question. It Has � question which 
needed to be answered. 

They had been given the power to do this. 

They had evidently done it before. 

Why had they failed? 

The Lord answers it very simply and briefly: "This kind can 
come forth by nothing, but by prayer (and fasting)." 

"By nothing, but by prayer. "  Note'those words carefully. 

Concl: Two 

1� 
things we must note as \{e close: 
These disciples had not been praying. 
They were overlooking the fact that there 
lutely nothing that can take the place of 

is abso­
prayer. 

As I have said, our ministry is not the same today as it was 
during the time that the Lord was here on earth. But the Lord 
is still manifesting His power--His power to save from sin, His 
power to transform lives, His power to give peace in a world that 
is anything but peaceful--all of the ways in which the Lord can 
make life different . He does not deliver us from trouble, but 
He delivers us through trouble .  

But so  often the people of the world look in vain to the Church 
for help. We make such great claims ,  but often our lives contra­
dict what we have to say. � 

Because the people of the Church are doing everything these days 
except for praying. Prayer: 
1) Takes tirne--and we are too busy. 
2) Must corne from the heart--while we are too often concerned 

with the outward form. 
3) Prayer reveals that we know our own desperate need, and 

realize our helplessness. 
4)  Prayer is an indication that we know the blessing must corne 

from God, or it will not come. 

Do He Hant to know � the Horld is not asking us for a reason 



of the hope that i s  in us? Bec ause �;hey can see so little evi­
dence of what we talk about in connection wi th the Lord! 

It probably could be said about the Church in any generation 
that it prays too li ttle, or not at all ! 

How much do you pray? How deeply do you feel your need to spend 
time in the presence of the Lord, opening your heart to Him, and 
pouring out your heart before Him? As you have been sitting 
there thi s morning have you been trying to figure out when you 
could take some time thi s afternoon to pray? 

The Lord did not say just that i t  would help to pray. He said 
that the blessings are not going to come until we do pray. Oh, 
that God would touch our hearts with thi s  truth and move us to 
give ourselves to prayer as we have never prayed before. 

Luke tells us that it was shortly after thi s  humiliating exper­
ience that the disciples asked the Lord, when they found Him 
praying and waited until He had finished, "Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John also taught his disoiples" (Luke 11: 1). 

May that be our prayer too! 



CR - 1 1 /5/72 a.m. 

BASIC LESSONS IN DISC IPLESHIP 
Mark 9: 30-37 

Intro: My subject this mo rning, Basic Lessons In Disci pleship, 
cannot really be limited to this pas s age. 

Last week in vv. 1 4-29 ;'e had a very important lesson--a lesson 
on the importance of prayer. 

And there have been other lessons designed especially for the 
discipl e s .  

In fact, from Mark 7:24 on, the Lord has been doing e verything, 
including e ven getting out of Galilee altogether, so as to be 
alone with His disciples so that He could teach them. 

But, with our passage this morning, we have completed a cycle. 
Look back to Mark 8:31 and you will see the reason for this 
statement. � � again i s  t aking El: the subject of His .Q!!!! 
de ath and resurrection. 

Then He goes on to speak of how to become the first diSCiple. 

The more we know of these 
that these two things are 
who wants to know what it 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

two points ,  the more we will realize 
as basic as anything else for anyone 
means to walk with and to serve our 

Let us, then, look first at the • • • 

1. THE LESSON REGARDING THE APPROACHING WORK OF THE LORD (Mark 
9:30-32). 

The Lord and the disciples had been up in the area of Cae­
sarea Philippi since 8 : 27 .  Now they were returning "home"-­
to C apernaum. The Lord took advant age of the time they were 
on the road (po ssibly e ven travel ling on back roads) to 
bring up again what every s ervant of the Lord must be abso­
ljitely clear about : His death and resurrection. 

Thi s is the reason that "He would not that any man should 
know i t . "  

Read v .  31 very carefully. Thi s is a summary of what the 
Lord was t eaching them. 

There are at least six import ant things to be s een in this 
verse: 

A. How the Lord i dent ifies Himself: "the Son of man." 
With the use of this title He identifies Himself with 
"the Son of man" in Dan. 7:1 3 , 14 .  That pass age i s  very 



Mark 9:30-37 (2) 

definitely Messianic. Therefore, this would assure the 
disciples that they were not mistaken in believing that 
He was the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of the living 
God! 

B. Two things about the verb, "is delivered": 

1. "The present is used to denote the certainty of the 
event" (Gould, ICC, p. 172). The Lord speaks of it 
as though it had already taken place--so certain it 
is that it will! 

- -
- ---

2 .  The passive character of the verb indicates, not 
that men will trap Him and take Him, but that He will 
be delivered into their hands. 

By whom? 

Cf. Acts 2: 22-24. Every child of God needs to have 
a clear understanding of the sovereignty of God, 
even in the death and resurrection of Christ. 

C. Two things about the verb, "shall rise": 

1. This, along with the preceding verb, will give the 
disciples an opportunity to test the prophetic power 
of the Lord. To find out that He was right about 
this would be proof that they could put their com­
plete trust in everything that He said. 

2. The active character of this verb, "shall rise," 
indicates that the Lord would raise Himself from the 
dead--a most amazing prophecy! 

The Word of God teaches that all three of the members 
of the Godhead were active in the resurrection, but 
at this point we need to be reminded that our Lord 
said in John 10:17, 18, 

"Therefore doth my Father love me, because I 
lay down my life, that I might take it again. 
No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again. This commandment 
have I received of my Father." 

D. The importance of these two events. 

This is seen in the fact that the Lord comes back to it 
again when it is the only subject that is repeated dur­
ing this time. EVERYTHING IN THE GOSPEL, EVERYmHING 
THAT HAS TO DO WITH OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, IS DEPEN­
DENT UPON THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF CHRISTl 



Before, when the Lord had spoken of this ,  His disciples 
rebuked Him. They still do not understand, and are afraid 
to ask for fear that they might find out other things which 
did not fit in with their ideas about what the Lord should 
do. 

And they were right • • • when you think about the ascension. 
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All of these truths are extremely important for the child of 
God to know • • • 

--who Jesus Christ is. 
--what God's purpose for Him was. 
--that the Lord was sovereign in it all, and that men 

were fitting perfectly into His pre-ordained plan. 
--that the Lord knew then what the outcome would be. 

The great truths related to the death and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ would come later. But for now the -- ----
fact must be comprehended clearly. E£ person who denies � 
reality of Christ's p�ysical death, ££ the reality of His 
n�ysical.resurrection, has any right to claim to be � child 
of God, and certainly .!12. right .!£ claim to be � servant of 
God! 

II. THE LESSON REGARDING HOW TO BE THE GREATEST DISCIPLE (Mark 
9:33-37). 

They are off the road now, and back in Capernaum. 

The Lord raises a question regarding something that took 
place while they were travelling from Caesarea Philippi to 
Capernaum. He knew that repeatedly during that journey the 
disciples had been arguing about something. 

--

What was it? 

They were ashamed to tell him. 

How often we engage in things, or in disputes, when we know 
that we are wrong without anyone else telling us! This pro­
bably came up as a result of Peter and James and John going 
into the mount of Transfiguration with the Lord. 

The Lord knows that it is time for school. This is just the 
picture you have with the Lord sitting before His disciples, 
who must also have been sitting. 

The Lord knew what they had been discussing. 

But will you note something? THE LORD DOES NOT REBUKE THEM 
FOR WANTING TO BE FIRST. In fact, He encourages it. HE 
\{ANTED THEM TO HAVE AMBITION, TO HAVE PURPOSE, TO BE DETER­
MINED, TO BE MOTIVATED BY CERTAIN GOALS. There is nothing 
wrong with ambition, providing it it the right kind and that 
it heads you in the right direction. A child of God without 
convictions and goals will not stand very long in a world 
like this. 

So the Lord spoke to them about being "first"--the main one, 
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the one with the greatest influence and rank. 

But, oh, how He surprised them when He said, 
"If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last 
of all, and servant of all." 

How different this is from what the world's standards are! 

A "servant" here is the word from which we get our word, 
deacon, but it is not limited to an office in the church. 
It basically means one who serves the interests of others 
� than he does his own. 

-- --

Paul >Tas thinking of this when he wrote Philippians 2. Note 
vv. 3, 4: 

"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory, but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than themselves. Look not every man on his own things 
or, interests), but every man also on the things of 
others." 

Later in the chapter Paul says the follo>Ting about Timothy: 
"For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care 
for your state. For all seek their own, not the things 
which are Jesus Christ's" (Phil. 2:20, 21). 

Now this helps me to understand the rest of our passage in 
Mark. A DISCIPLE IS TO SEEK THE GOOD OF OTHERS AS THAT IS 
HELATED TO THE INTERESTS THAT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST HAS IN 
THEM! 

Note what the Lord goes on to say in Our passage in Mark. 
(Read vv. 36, 37.) 

What a tender sight this must have been--our Lord loving a 
little child! 

Most people do love little children. And we are seeking to 
to more for our children today than perhaps any generation 
that has preceded us. This includes: 1l Health. 
2 Education. 
3 Safety. 
4 Financial security. 
And many other things. 

But • • • what did the Lord mean when He said, 
"Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my 
name"? 

To "receive" them means: 



To recognize their importance. 
To take time to be with them. 
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To do what the Lord wants you to do to help them. 

This latter part is what it means to receive � in � 
�! "In My Name" means in aocord with .!!Ii revealed will. 

Thank of the disciples seated on the floor with the Lord and 
the little child in their midst. And then the Lord saying 
to them that, If you want to be first, � � the inter­
est that 1. have i!l boys and girls, and � � E know Me 
as their Savior! 

To receive children by seeking their salvation is seeking 
the interests of the Lord Jesus Christ and the interests of 
the Father--and so receiving them. 

Concl: Now, let us put these two lessons together. 

A disciple must know and believe and have no doubts about the 
death of Christ, nor about His resurrection. These are the 
basic truths of the Gospel. We would have no Gospel without 
them. Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again the 
third day--"according to the scriptures." 

But "hat must follow? 

If I want to be first with the Lord, it is not for me to worry 
about my position over or under my fellow-believers, but I must 
make sure that I am doing all that I can possibly do to see to 
it that boys and girls get to hear about the Lord Jesus. 

1,/hen some of you mothers here this morning are asked, What do 
you�, do you respond, ,2h, l2! only � housewife � �ther. 

ONLY!!! If you are seeking to teach your children to know and 
love the Lord, you oould not have a more important job. 

Think of the teachers of children's classes, the Sunday School 
teachers, the Camp workers, who feel that they are just a back­
ground for the ministry of the Pastor. The Lord says that they 
are first, they are the ones who are doing the one thing that 
is closest to the heart of the Lord Himself. Hear Him as He 
would say today, 

"Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven" (Luke 1 8 : 1 6 ). 

And, men, if the Lord wanted His disciples to win children, then 
nona of us is exoluded if we want to be first with the Lord. 
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THINGS THAT ARE BETTER 
Mark 9: 38-50 

Intro : The passage we have this morning is a continuation of 
vv. 33-37--the question about who is the greatest in the 

sight of the Lord! A ...... c\ a...\":'CJ v,)\-ya.( \� 'V'Ae.:d-nO � .be<-..le.. C1-he.'(.$. 

It was important that the disciples get the Lord' s point-of-view 
in all of these things . There are four in number, one of which 
we had last Sunday. In vv. 33-37 the Lord made it clear that 
the � who II � greatest in His sight is � � who devotes 
himself to the interests of others. And the others who have the 
greatestpr'iOrity � children. 

-- -- -- --- --

The Apostle John, who seems to have been sensitive to the Lord' s 
teaching, raises a matter which seems to him to have been wrong 
in the light of what the Lord has just said. And so we see first 
of all • . • 

1. THE ATTITU1lE OF THE TWELVE ']10WARD O']1HER DISCIPLES (Mark 9: 
38-41 ) • 

IF NO ONE OF ']1HE DISCIPLES WAS GREATER ']1HAN THE REST OF THE 
'l'WELVE (from the standpoint of their position), '!'HEN PERHAPS 
THE TWELVE ,JERE NOT GRF..A']1ER THAN ']1HE JIf.ANY OTHER DISCIPLES 
']1HE LORD HAD. 

This may have been a special case, but, nevertheless, it was 
a real one . Some other disciple had been discovered who 
>las casting out demons--not just once, but apparently many 
times. 

John (and whoever else was with him) 
cause he was not one of the twelve. 
twelve had the right to do this. 

How revealing the Lord ' s  answer was !  

told him to stop be-
In John' s eyes only the 

Note the repetition of, "in my (or thy) Name , "  in vv. 37 , 
38, 39, 41. This is the key. The person who was doing this 
did not claim to do it with his own authority, or for his 
own glory, or as a manifestation of his own >!ill, but in the 
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ ! That is,  as we saw last Sun­
day, in accord with His revealed will. 

']1he Lord said, "Forbid him not . "  And then he >lent on to ex­
plain that the person who did miracles in the Lord' s Name 
cannot turn around and blaspheme Him. 

The Lord does not allow men to be neutral with Him (cf. v. 
40). Men have to be either for Him, or against Him. We may 
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for or against Him to different degrees, but the principle 
still stands. 

And (v. 41), even a cup of water given in His Name, i.e., 
"because ye belong to Christ," would be rewarded. 

So, it did not re�uire a great display of power like casting 
out a demon, but even giving a cup of water carried with it 
a reward! 

FROM THIS WE SEE HOVT GREATLY CONCERNED THE LORD IS ABOUT 
MEETING THE NEEDS OF OTHERS, AND HOI'i THE LEAST THINGS CAN 
BE AMONG THE GREATEST. 

- - -

To knm. this, and act upon it, is for things to be better 
among disciples. 

II. HOW THINGS CAN BE BETTER AMONG MEN (Mark 9:42-48). 

This is one of those passages where the Lord repeats certain 
statements almost verbatim for the sake of emphasis, and yet 
each expression is slightly different. 

First of all, note that vv. 44 and 46 are not in ,the best 
MSS; the verse belongs in v. 48. 

Then note that vv. 42, 43, 45, 47 all talk about: 11 Offending. 

4

2
3 

What is better. 
Being cast into hell. 
Fire. 

What does it mean to "offend"? 

It means to cause .i!: person to stumble .§£ that he falls into 
sin. Or, to state it another way, it means "to cause a 
p;;son to begin to distrust and desert � whom � ought to 
trust and obey" "{Thayer, 576). 

We have been talking about being servants of all (v. 35), 
i.e., being devoted to the interests of others. 

In v. 42 the Lord goes back to where He was interrupted by 
the Apostle John in v. 37--to children. 

And He says • • •  (read v. 42). 

It is a sin to offend anyone, in the sense that we are using 
the word here, BUT IT IS EVIDENT THAT IT IS SERIOUS BEYOND 
WHAT �� CAN REALIZE EVEN IF IT IS ONLY A LITTLE CHILD WHO 
IS BEING OFFENDED. THE WORLD WOULD BE BETTER OFF WITHOUT 
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It took the strength of a donkey to move the millstone; a 
man who had it around his neck could not possibly survive! 

But then our Lord talks about how we can offend ourselves-­
and again He states very specifically how men can be better 
off. � He is thinking especially about those who do not 
know the Lord. 

The meaning is this: We really do not need others to cause 
us to stumble; ,IE ARE SO PERVERSE ANTI SO SINFUL IN OURSELVES 
THAT \olE WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SENnING OURSELVES TO HELL. 

How? 

By the effect that three members of our bodies can have on 
us: 
1) 

�� 
The 
The 
The 

hand (v. 43 )--which is used for doing. 
foot (v. 45 )--which is used for going. 
eye (v. 47 )--1<hich is used for seeing, and knowing. 

We all treasure our hands, our feet, and our eyes. We have 
two of each of them. But do you know, if you are without 
Christ, that you might be better off if you had only one 
hand, or � foot, or � eye. 

---

What do you do with your hands? 

Where have your feet been taking you? 

l1hat do you look at with your eyes? 

Are any one of these, or all of them, responsible for keep­
ing you from trusting Jesus Christ as your Savior? If so, 
your need of Christ is so great and the issue involved SO 
important that it would be better for you to be without one 
or all of them if the alternative means that you are going 
to hell. 

THERE ARE NOT MANY OF US, EVEN OF THOSE WHO KNOW THE LORD, 
WHO REALLY REALIZE THE UTTER TRAGEDY THAT RESULTS WHEN A 
PERSON CHOOSES SIN INSTEAD OF CHRIST. As v. 40 indicated, 
you cannot be neutral. You are either for Him, or against 
Him. There is no middle ground! 

Hell is so certain, and so everlasting that not even a hand, 
or a foot, or an eye should be permitted to keep you from 
trusting the Savior. 

Finally • • •  
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III. Ho\{ '['HIKGS CAN BE BETTER WITH EACH DISCIPLE (J1Jark 9:49, 50). 

The Lord now uSeS the word, "fire," to make the transition 
that He wants to make to the word, "salt." 

He does not say here that the people of God � salt, like 
He does in Matt. 5:13. He is talking here about being salt­
ed! 

Salt is used for: 
1 )  Preservation. 
2) Flavoring. 

The child of God is to fill these roles in the world. How 
is he prepared for it? 

� fire! 
passages: 

What does fire represent? Consider the following 

1) Jer. 23:29, "Is not my word like a fire? saith the Lord; 
and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 

2) 

3) 

pieces?" 
We are to allow the Word of God to sit in judgment upon 
our lives, and then, by the grace of God, to See that 
our lives are brought into line with the Word. 
Matt. 3:1 1 ,  "I, indeed, baptize you with water unto re­

pentance, but he who cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear; He shall baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit, and with fire." 

The Spirit of God produces a purifying work in our hearts 
and in our lives. 
1 Pet. 1 : 7 ,  "That the trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that peri sheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." 
1 Pet. 4:12, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you • • •  " 

It is through the Word, through the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit, and through our trials that we are being salted with 
fire. 

When this happens we "have salt in ourselves" and we, lit., 
are at peace with ourselves. There is something about the 
fire that burns away at the selfish ambition that would put 
us in the chief place, and which prepares us to be concerned 
and to minister to others who stand in need of Christ. 

Concl: The disciples were concerned about who they were; the 
Lord wanted them to be concerned with what they were. 

Only when the latter becomes pre-eminently important will we be 
salt to a perishing world which has no delight in Christ. 

Cf'. (,. .. 1-.4·.1.·, .f�I\.:!oIr·.B. 
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A SINCERE ANSWER TO THE HYPOCRITES ' QUESTION 
Mark 10:1-12 

Intro: Mark omits a great deal which happened 
of our Lord between chapters 9 and 10. 

comes in here, plus part of John 7:2-9:54. 

in the ministry 
Luke 9: 51-18: 14 

The Lord had been many places: Samaria, Bethany (with Mary and 
Martha) , probably Jerusalem, Jericho , etc . He had engaged in 
other conflicts with the Pharisees. He had taught many things. 

Mark omits all of this because it does not fit into the purpose 
for which he has written this Gospel. 

Instead, he comes to the ministry of our Lord in Perea ( llby the 
farther side of the Jordan"), and brings up one of the strongest, 
most controversial issues of the day: � question of divorce. 

The reason that Mark emphasizes it is because � Gentiles had 
become particularly lax about this,  and there was a growing 
laxity among the Jews-{which is the reason why Matthew mentions 
it) . 

It obviously had to be � issue .9.!! which there � .2: great deal 
of division � � Pharisees would never have brought i!� 

Thus , we have , first of all • • • 

1. A VERY CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE (Mark 10: 1, 2). 

It was an issue for two reasons: 
1 )  This was the territory over which Herod Antipas ruled. 

His adulterous marriage with Herodias had brought about 
the death of John the Baptist. The Pharisees, in asking 
this question, must have hoped that it would at least 
discredit the Lord, and possibly lead to His death. 
They asked Him, not because they wanted to know, but be­
cause they were "testing him, II i. e . , they wanted to show 
the people that He was not the Person He claimed to be. 

2) Among the Jews there were two prominent teachers :  Hillel 
and Shammai .  They lived in Jerusalem during the time 
of Herod, and both of them developed schools. They were 
opposed to each other on practically every subject . 
This was true of divorce. 
a) The followers of Shammai believed in Deut. 24:1-4. 

They felt that unfaithfulness was the only ground 
for divorce. 

b) Hillel was very lax, allowing divorce for almost any 
reason on the basis that Moses allowed it at all. 

Therefore,the Lord seemed to be in trouble regardless of the 
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1) If He spoke for divorce, then He was taking side against 
John the Baptist, and against Shammai. 

2) If he spoke against divorce, then He was opposing Hillel 
and taking a stand against what Herod had done. 

-- II. HIS WISE ANSWER (Mark 10:3-9). 

Several things are important here. 

A. The fact that He gave an answer. They were "testing 
Him," but He answered them anyway. Cf. 8:11. 

It is important to see this about our Lord. He left men 
completely without excuse. 

B. He started His answer \1ith a question (cf. v. 3). 

This is a good way to deal with those who would dispute 
with us. Ask them some questions. Find out what they 
know. Take the offensive! 

They had asked, "Is it lawful?" Of. Mark 2:24, 26; 
3:4; 6:18; 12:14. It was a question of � interpreta­
tion of � Mosaic Law-.--

THE LORD DOES NOT DIREOT THEM TO THE SOHOOLS. HE DOES 
NOT MENTION EITHER HILLEL OR SRAMMAI. HE TAKES THE 
PHARISEES DIREOTLY !2. THE WORD OF GOD. 

- -

This is where people go wrong today; they know what 
everybody is saying about the Word, but they do not know 
what the Word says. Moses' opinion was only important 
because it was through him that God had given His Word 
to Israel. 

The answer was found in Deut. 24:1-4. 

And the Pharisees answered the question so as to avoid 
trouble \1ith either Hillel or Shammai--and even without 
contradicting Moses (although they did not give all of 
Moses' words). (See v. 4.) 

c. He pointed out a fact that should have been evident to 
them (Mark 10:5). 

And this would have been evident to them IF THEY HAD DONE 
ONE THING: 

D. He indicated that they had not gone back to the founda­
tion of this particular doctrine in Scripture. See vv. 
6-8. 
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Here are a couple of good lessons in the study of the Word 
of God: 
1) If you are going to understand any truth in Scripture, 

you must study all that the Word has to say on that 
particular subject. Even this morning, as we talk about 
divoroe, we do not have the time to take up all that the 
Bible has to say on the subject. As  long as there are 
two or more passages on any theme, one does not tell the 
whole story. 

And yet people will commonly build their doctrines on 
just one passage. 

2) Just as you must get all of the passages, you must reoog­
nize that the first passage always is particularly impor­
tant ! 

And so, when � � to 1!:!! apparent contradiction, we must 
look for the rea son. 

Why did not God say anything about divorce in Gen. 1, 2, 
while He did in Deut. 24? 

The answer: Because something had happene d in the meantime 
to harden the heart of man. This means to make it dried �, 
hard, tough, unresponsive. 

And what had made it that way? 

SIN !  

The Lord knew that there would be times when, because of 
man ' s  sinful heart, it would be impossible for two people to 
continue to live together. BUT HE ALSO WANTS MEN TO KNO,I 
THAT THIS IS JUST ANOTHER EVIDENCE THAT THE BIBLE IS TRUE 
WHEN IT POINTS TO THE FACT THAT MAN' S  BASIC NEED IS TO SOLVE 
THE SIN �UESTION . 

There would be E£ divorces if � � E2! .§!: sinner. 

And yet, when you talk to people who are having trouble about 
marriage, they reject the idea that their relationship with 
God has anything to do with it ! 

SINCE GOD IS THE CHEATOR, WE NEED TO GET GOD'S PERSPECTIVE 
ON MARRIAGE--and you have it in Mark 10:6-8. Cf. Gen. 1 : 27 ;  
2:24. 

This is God ' s  perfect will for marriage. It is not a trial. 
It is for life. 

And so, finally, in v. 9, we come to: 

E. The Lord ' s  answer. Emphasize "God" and "man. " 
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III. AllDITIONAL IN FORMATION FOR 'rIlE DISCIPLES (Mark 10: 10-1 2) . 

Matthew indicates that the Lord said thi s to the Pharisees 
too, but Mark singles it out for the disciples. Both are 
undoubtedly true . 

V. 11 i s  s tated from the man ' s  point-of-view. 

V. 1 2 ,  from the woman ' s .  

V. 1 2  shows the Gentile des tination of thi s  Gospel because 
the Gentiles �Iere very lax about marriage and divorce. 

The Law made no provision for the Jewish women to divorce 
their husbands, but thi s  was beginning to come in, too .  

As a general rule, without going into the exceptions, the 
Lord s tates very clearl y the sin wi th 1�hich a person i s  
charged before God who puts away his husband, or his wife, 
and marries someone else. 

How lightl y we take the things which in God ' s sight are ex­
tremely serious! And how far we have wandered in our own 
country. The laxity of � divorce laws � � indication, 
not of � enl i ghtenment, � of � depravity! 

Concl : What did the Law say about adul tery? Two things: 
1) In Ex. 20: 14, "Thou shal t not commit adultery. " 
2 )  In Lev. 20: 10, "And the man who commi tte th adul tery 

with another man ' s wife, even he who committeth 
adul tery with his neighbor ' s" wife, the adul terer and 
the adul teress shall surely be put to death. "  

How far Israel had wandered from the Word of God! 

Why did God allow an exception? Because of sin ANn because He 
wants us to realize that He is a God of grace. 

The person >Tho wants a happy life does not thirik about >That he 
can do and get away with i t  (at least for a time) , but he thinks 
about what God wants him to do. 

Remember: Thi s  pas sage does not tell it all. But it does set 
the s tandard . So that, in thi s, as well as in everything else 
that touches our lives, we need to see the dreadful effects of 
sin, turn to the Savior, and, by the grace of God, live our lives 
doing His will .  
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TFE DISPLEASURE OF THE LORD 
Mark 10:13-16 

Intro: From the Gospel of Mark alone we learn that there were 
many things which the disciples did which grieved the 

Lord: 
1) He must have been grieved when the disciples wanted to send 

the 5,000 away before they were fed. 
2) He was grieved ",hen they did not understand "hat He was talk­

ing about when He spoke to them about the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of Herod. 

3) He rebuked Peter when Peter rejected what He had to say about 
His coming death. 

4) And when He came dO>lll from the Mount of Transfiguration and 
spoke to His disciples who had not been able to cast out the 
demon, again He was grieved. 

BUT NOTHING GRIEVED HIM MORE THAN WHAT THE DISCIPLES DID IN THE 
PASSAGE WE HAVE BEFORE US THIS MORNING . It is the only time 
that Mark or any other Gospel writer speaks of the Lord as being 
"much displeased . "  It is a very strong expression, and justi­
fies us in referring to this passage as teaching us, The Displea­
sure of the Lord. 

-- - -- -

If we want to know how to pl ease the 
help us to know what displeases Him. 
deserves our careful consideration. 

Lord, then it will obviously 
Therefore, this passage 

A passage about children very naturally follows one about marr­
iage and divorce .  Just as husbands and wives need t o  understand 
vv. 1-12, so they need also to understand vv. 13-16! 

In these four verses we have three things: 
1) Parents (we assume) bringing their children to the Lord. 
2 )  The disciples rebuking the parent s. 
3) The attitude, words , and action of the Lord Jesus Chri st . 

I .  PARENTS BRINGING THEIR CHILDREN TO THE LORD (Mark 10 : 13) . 

Probably parents are not mentioned because it must be assumed 
that they " ere the ones >rho brought the children. 

What a testimony this is to the >ray the Lord attracted peopl� 

This is something ",hich ought to attract the attention of 
every parent . IF YOU ABE INTERESTED IN GETTING THE BEST FOR 
YOUR CHILDREN , THEN YOU CANNOT IGNORE THIS FACT: PARENTS IN 
OUR LORD ' S  DAY WANTED TO BRING THEIR CHILDREN TO THE LORD SO 
THAT HE COULD TOUCH THEM, TAKE THEM IN HIS ARMS , AND BLESS 
THEM, PRAYING FOR THEM! 
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What an example for every parents to follow! 

The parents did not seek out the Pharisees, the Sadducees, 
or the scribes, BUT THEY DID SEEK THE LORD WITH THEIR CHILD­
REN. 

But the amazing thing in this " hole account is in 

II. IffiAT THE DISCIPLES DID (rrlark 10:13b). 

. . . 

They "rebuked" those who were bringing the children. 

The verb "brought" indicates that the people were coming, 
and coming, and coming--that they kept on coming. The line 
was long, and the disciples could see that this would take 
a long, long time! 

So "his disciples rebuked those that brought" the children. 

This not only carries with it the idea of censure, or re­
buke, BUT IT ALSO MEANS THAT THE DISCIPLES RESTRAINED, AND ,  
PERHAPS, EVEN THREATENED THE PEOPLE. 

And--it would seem that they � being successful UNTIL the 
Lord intervened. 

From a practical point-of-view there was never a time of greater 
blundering and failure than at this moment.  The disciples should 
have known better, too, after what we have already had in Mark 
9:36, 37. Here were men be trained to be Apostles of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and, as the following verses show, they manifest 
that they do not understand their MISSION, but neither do they 
fully understand their MESSAGE. 

Let us now look at • • • 

III. THE ATTITUDE , THE WORDS, AND THE ACTION OF THE LORD (MarIe 
10:14-16). 

A. The attitude (Mark 10 : 14a): "But when Jesus saw it, He 
",as much displeased." 

This was a repetition of what our Lord felt in His heart 
when, just before The Flood, we find these words record­
ed: 

"And God saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every imagination of tpe 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
And it repented the Lord that he had made man on 
the earth, and it grieved him at his heart" (Gen. 
6:5, 6). 
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It  seems to  us that it "'Duld be very natural for the 
disciples to kno", that · parents should bring their child­
ren to Jesus, BUT THAT IS NOT THE CASE. Man' s heart is 
� depraved that , throW;hout the history of the Church, 
there probably would not have been much, 11. anything, 
done 12. � boys � girls to Christ IF .2E£ Lord had not 
spoken the ",ords which � � 1.g  this passage. 

What did the Lord say? Let us note very carefully, word for 
word 

B. The word.s of our Lord (Ylark 1 0: 1 4b, 1 5). 

They come under four headings: 

1 .  A positive command: "Permit the little children to 
corne un:to me. II 

This "as for the disciples. 

There is a special emphasis upon the Lord in all that 
we have had thus far. The parents were bringing the 
children to the Lord, so that He could touch them. 
Nw the Lord sayS"";"Permit theli ttle children to 
come unto me. " 

-- -

This positive command is strengthened "ith • 

2. A negative command: "Forbid them not. " 
MSS leave out ,  And. ) This makes it even 
It is saying th�ame thing t"ice to get 
across. 

(The best 
stronger. 
the point 

They "ere to stop hindering the children from coming. 

Why? Would you dare to ask a �uestion like this? Our 
Lord answers this �uestion before it is asked: 

3 .  The explanation: "For of such is the kingdom of 
God. " 

First of all, \�hat does the Lord mean by the term, 
the kingdom of God? 

The kingdom of God speaks of the work that God is 
doing in the world, a "ork which has to do with the 
salvation of men. Sometimes we see it in Scripture 
in its literal aspect ( such as the kingdom that 
Israel is anticipating); sometimes we see it in its 
spiritual aspect--what God is doing to win the hearts 
of men. To enter into the kingdom of God is to be 
saved. 
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"Of such" means just exactly what the Lord goes on 
to say in v. 1 5 .  

So let us look now at • • 

4. The elaboration (Mark 1 0:1 5). 

"Verily I say unto you"--authority, truthfulness, 
importance. 

From what follows we learn these important truths 
about salvation: 

II No one is born in it. 
Even little children need to be saved. 
To enter, you must become like a little 
You enter by receiving--not by doing. 

child. 

Let us not get a mistaken idea here. It takes the 
same death of Christ to save a child as it does to 
save an adult. It takes the same convicting work of 
the Holy Spirit to save a child as to save an adult • .  

BUT HAVE YOU NOTICED HOW UNSPOILED CHILDREN ARE ,  HOW 
RECEPTIVE, HOW EAGER TO LEARN, HOW ANXIOUS TO PLEASE, 
HOW TRUSTING, HOVI DEPENDENT, HOW LOVING. 

Adults,on the other hand, are sophisticated, disin­
terested, skeptical, indifferent, etc. 

NO ONE WILL EVER BE SAVED UNTIL IN TirE SIMPLE DE­
PENDENCE OF A LITTLE CHILD HE PUTS HIS FAITH IN THE 
LORD JESUS CHRIST TO SAVE HIM. 

And it is just as important for the servant of the 
Lord to remember this , as for the >lOrld to know it ! 

Now we are ready to see • • • 

C. The action of the Lord (Mark 10:16). 

If you were asked to give what you believe to be the 
most beautiful, the most touching, acene in Scripture, 
what ;,ould your choice be? 213� Creation? 

Abraham offering Isaac? 
Joseph reunited with his brothers, and later with 
Jacob? 

4� Hannah with Samuel? 
5 David weeping 
6 The return of 
What would it be? 

over Absalom? 
the prodigal son? 

Surely one that would be among the top choices, if not 
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THE top, would be the one we have before us in v. 1 6 :  
Our dear Lord, taking the children, one by one, in His 
arms , blessing them, praying for them. 

How embarrassed the disciples must have been! What a 
wonderful thing to contemplat e !  

Concl : The Lord used a failure , a dread.ful mistake , to teach 
some very important lessons. Let me just mention three 

in closing: 
21 ) We must not neglect the children. They need the Lord, too. 

) We who know the Lord must not forget that we are the child­
ren of God. Nothing pleases Him more than for us� keep 
that child-like spirit.  

3 )  Let us not forget in this sophisticated age that v. 1 6  is 
still true . Let us not change the Gospel to reach men, but 
let men know that this is the only way that they can come. 
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THE MAN IVHO \<lENT A\<IAY 
Mark 10 : 17-22 

Intra : The scene for this incident in the life of our Lord is 
portrayed by three verses in chapter 10: vv. 1 ,  17, 32. 

The Lord had left the eastern side of the Jordan and was moving 
in the direction of Jerusalem. 

Just where this wealthy, young, devout Jew, a ruler in his syna­
gogue, came to the Lord, we do not know. But the whole incident 
is so full of wonderful truth that John Mark inserts it (as 
Matthew and Luke do) for the tremendously important instruction 
which we find here . 

It provides us with some wonderful principles for personal evan­
gelism. 

It shows us that not even our Lord ;ras able to ;rin every person 
He talked to. 

And it teaches us that our Lord always adapted His approach to 
the person He ;ras talking to. 

\<Ie shall see more about these things as we go along. 

First of all ,  let us notice • • • 

1. THE HAN \<IRO CAJ'IIE , AN]) HIS JVu\.NUER (Hark 10 : 17) • 

Hatthew tells us that he was "young"--a term which indicates 
that he was between 24 and 40. Luke tells us that he was "a 
certain ruler"--which probably means � of the presiding 
officers .:!Eo the local synagogue. 

From Mark ' s  description of his coming we ,lOuld see that there 
was both urgency and humility manifested in his manner. Even 
Mark' s  use of the word, "one , "  indicates such a great concern 
that he � all � himself. 

It is very similar to the time when Nicodemus came to the 
Lord. 

\</hat did he want to know? -- -- -- --- --

He ;ranted to know this: "Good Haster, ;rhat shall I do that 
I may inherit eternal life?" 

ALL OF THIS IS VERY INTERESTING! Here was a man who must 
have been very intimately acquainted with the synagogue and 
the teaching of the scribes and Pharisees,  but he did not 
know how he could obtain "eternal life"--a term ,Thich is used 
only here in Mark, but which is found many times in John. 



Mark, in 9: 43, 45,  wrote of enterinG into life, �Dd in 9 : �7 
of entering into the kingdom of God, but that is all the 
light Mark gives us on this. (But cf. John 3 : 3 ,  5, 1 4-17. )  
The Jews had t o  have had some understanding that there was 
personal preparation which needed to be made for salvation 
and for entering the Messianic Kingdom. The ministry of 
John the Baptist would indicate this.  

But notice: HE THOUGHT THAT THEHE WAS SOMETHING FOR HIM TO 
DO--TO DO ONCE-AND-FOR-ALL TO SETTLE THE QUESTION FOR HIM. 
"What shall I do • • • ? "  

Instead of correcting him right away, the Lord approached 
him on the basis of what he would need to do . It is import­
ant for � to see this principlel 

I I .  THE FIRST WORDS OF THE LORD (Mark 10:18, 1 9) .  

First of all , there i s  • • •  

A. A question (Mark 10:18). 

Even though we might think that it is unrelated, the LoId 
asked about an adjective which this wealthy , young rul er 
used. He had called the Lord, "Good. Master, "  or, Good 
Teacher. 

If you want to lmm" the truth about eternal life, the 
first lesson that you have to learn i s  that , "There i s  
none good but one, that is,  God. "  

The 

�� 
,wrd means: 
One who is good by nature. 
One who benefits people instead of corrupting them. 
One who fulfills a service or ministry. 

This rich, young ruler needed to know this or he would 
never be able to understand his own need. 

But there is another point in this: Instead of denying 
His own Deity, the Lord seems to be probing to find out 
if this man had used the term, good, because he had de­
tected a similarity between God and the Lord. 

This ,  !££, is absolutely essential . The question that 
wa.s a.sked of our Lord struck at the very heart of His 
ministry, and it was something which only � could do. 

B.  The answer to the ruler' s question (Mark 10 : 19). 

Some people will begin to say immediately, WHAT A FLA­
GRANT DENIAL OF THE GOSPEL! But wai t !  The Lord is 
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anmlering the 'luestion in v .  1 7 .  IF YOU lLTlE TO GET TO 
HEAVEN BY \'iHAT YOU DO , THIS IS THE WAY! You have to be 
perfectly obedient to the Mosaic Law--� 2! �  

Read them. They all come from the second part of the 
Law--the part that deals with man ' s  relationship with 
other men. 

If salvation is by works , this is the way. 

III.  THE MAN ' S  RESPONSE (JI'Jark 10: 20). 

We might be taken aback by his response ,  but the Lord did 
not contradict him. 

Do you remember that Paul wrote to the Philippian church, 
"Touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless" 
(Phil. 3 : 6b ) .  We must learn that there are some very, very 
moral people in the Lord who do not know the Lord. This 
ruler was very devout , scrupulously avoiding anything that 
would harm, in any way, his fellow man. 

He must have been a very outstanding person! 

BUT DO NOT MISS THIS: HE WAS STILL A VERY UNHAPPY, DISSATIS­
FIED MAN WHO KNEW THAT HE WAS NOT RIGHT WITH GOD. 

What a commentary this is upon the effect of our good works ! 

IV. THE LORD ' S  NEXT \fORDS (Mark 10:21). 

Now the Lord is going to move right in to tell this distress­
ed man what he wanted to know. But before Mark tells us what 
the Lord said, He tells us what the Lord did: 

"Jesus , beholding him, loved him."  

This is  the same word for love that is used in John 3 : 1 6 .  
I t  i s  the kind of love which i s  there � when the person 
doing the loving knows � about � person � is loving. 

This man ' s  problem was not moral , but material . He had 
"great possessions"--a term which in classical Greek means 
land, property, estates. 

He thought that the more you had, the happier, more secure 
you would be. He apparently did not know that the Lord had 
said, 

"Take heed, and beware of covetousness;  for a man' s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth" (Luke 12: 15). 

But let us be perfectly clear here. 



It is not a sin to be r.ich. Nor are we to think that all 
rich men must get rid of their riches in order to be pleas­
ing to God. There are many wealthy men who know the Lord 
and who honor the Lord with their riches .  BUT THERE ARE 
mIDOUBTEDLY MANY MAN IN THE WORLD WHO HAVE GREAT WEALTH , AND 
WHO ARE AUOWING THEIR WEALTH TO STAND BETWEEN THEM AND THE 
LORD--1ffiILE THEY KNOVI FROM THEIR OWN EXPERIENCE THAT THEIR 
WEALTH DOES NOT MEET THE NEEDS OF THEIR HEARTS , OR PREPARE 
THEM TO MEET GOD! 

Not every rich man needs to get rid of his wealth, BUT THIS 
MAN DID. MONEY EVIDENTLY WAS HIS GOD--even though he did 
not know it!  

,fuat did the Lord say to him? Three things: 
1 )  Get rid of what is standing in the way of your salvation 

so you can be rich in heaven. 
2) "Come" to me. Our Lord said on another occasion, 

"All that the Father giveth me shall come to me ; 
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out" (John 6 :37 ) .  

We need Him. We must put our faith in Him. It is not a 
question of what WE are to do , but of what HE � � 
and will do for us l�hen we trust Him. 

3 )  "And foliO;:; me . "  "Take up the cross" i s  not in the best 
MSS. But taking up the cross (cf. Mark 8 : 34) is involved 
in following the Lord. They mean surrender to the will 
of God and walking each day in obedience to His Word. 

THIS is not only how you can obtain eternal life , but the 
Lord took it a step further: THIS IS HOW YOU CAN ENJOY IT 
AS YOU MAKE YOUR WAY TO HEAVEN. And, it must also be said, 
that obedience to the Lord is the first great evidence that 
one has been truly born again. 

v. THE MAN ' S  DECISION (Mark 1 0 : 22 ) .  

The only other time this word, " sad , "  is used in the NT is 
in Mat t .  1 6 : 3  where we have a description of � overcast �. 
Clouds suddenly came over this man' s heart, and he "went 
away grieved , "  L e . , with inward grief, in mourning. 

AND THE TRAGIC THING IS THAT MARK STATES IT LIKE HE NEVER 
CAME BACK AGAIN! 

-

How appropriate are the words of the servants of Naaman the 
Syrian: 

"My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 
thing, 110uldest thou not have done it? How much rather 
then, when he saith to the e ,  Wash, and be clean?" 
(2 Kings 5: 1 3). 
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If the Lord had told the rich younC' ruler to do 
or to � something, he would have been joyful. 
He told him what He did, the clouds settled in. 

somethinG, 
But when 

What a price to pay! The only alternative 1£ eternal life 
is eternal death! 

Concl: Is  there someone like this man here this morning? Do 
you have a hungry heart? You kno" that things are not 

right in your life--that is "hy you came this morning. But 
there are things standing in your "ay. Perhaps it is sin, or 
your involvement in business, or money, or just your OlVil pride.  
If "it ,rere a question of doing something , you ;rould do it. BUT 
JUST TO COME TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST LIKE EVERYONE ELSE HAS TO 
COME DOES NOT SATISFY YOU. 

ARE YOU LIKE THE YOUNG, WEALTHY, HELIGIOUS MAN IN OUR STORY THIS 
MORNING . NOTHING HE FJtD , NOTHING HE HAD DONE, HIS POSITION IN 
HIS TOWN--NONE OF IT SATISFIED HIM, NONE OF IT GAVE HIM PEACE , 
NONE WAS ENOUGH TO MAKE HIM RIGHT WITH GOD. BUT HE WOULD NOT 
LISTEN TO ANYTHING lill&!l!. 

And so he "ent out--and, as  far as  Vie knm-r, he never came back! 

Wha,t ,rould the consequences be? Eternal death. Eternal separa­
tion from God. Eternal damnation . 

There is only one way to obtain eternal life. (Quote John 3 : 1 6 . )  



DB - 1 2/ 1 0/'(� 8 . m. 

FIRST AND LAST WITH GOD 
Mark 10 : 23-31 

Intro: In Mark 9 : 30-10: 31 we have a full division in Mark ' s  
Gospel . This is indicated by the fact that in 1 0 : 32 

we get back to the same theme that ,,,e had in 9 :  30, 31 , although 
the place mentioned is different. 

Two thoughts dominate this passage (Mark 9 : 30-10: 31 ) :  
1 )  Entering the Kingdom of God, or entering into life , or being 

saved. 
2) Humility, as the indispensable characteristic of the Lord ' s  

people. It is reQuired for entering; it is reQuired for the 
greatest blessing after you enter. 

In 10: 31 we have "the first" and "the last" mentioned. 

But they were also mentioned in 9 : 35.  

By bringing these two passages together we see what the Lord was 
talking about , and that it runs right through this entire di vi­
sion in �Brk ' s  Gospel . Read it through at one sitting and you 
",HI be able to see the emphases "'hich the Lord is making. 

As we come to our passage for this morning, we realize that the 
Lord has just seen the rich young ruler turn and go away ",i th 
great sorrow in his heart "for he had great possessions" (Mark 
1 0 : 22 ) .  

After this the Lord turns t o  teach His disci.ples what this exper­
ience should teach them about salvation. From that we go on to 
a lesson about service. 

--- . 

1 .  'mE LESSON ABOU'r SALVATION (Mark 1 0 : 23-27 ) .  

We cannot fully appreciate this passage unless we understand 
how the Jews felt about riches. (Read Deut. 28: 1 -1 4 . )  
Riches were to them indisputable evidence of God ' s  favor 
upon the rich person. 

Therefore , they "rere "astonished" in v. 24, and "astonished 
out of measure" in v. 26,  when the Lord said what He did in 
vv. 23-25. What is expressed as a difficulty in vv . 23,  24 
becomes an impossibility in v. 25.  The reason: vv . 23,  24 
refer to the human standpoint ; v. 25:-to the divine. 

Note how tenderly the Lord addresses them: "Children. "  
This 

"reflects the love and tenderness in his heart for the 
disciples. To Jesus they are indeed 'children ' who still 
have so much to learn and require such careful instruc­
tion" (Lenski , 440) . 
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And '.,e must not explain away the illustrahon that the Loyd 
uses in v. 25.  The Lord is not speaking of a gate just big 
enough for a man to pass through a wall into a city; HE IS 
SPEAKING OF AN ORllINARY NEEDLE. LUKE CALLS IT A SURGICAL 
NEEDLE. 

-

vie say, But this does not make sense ! EXACTLY! The Lord 
did not intend for it to make sense BECAUSE IT MAKES JUST AS 
MUCH SENSE FOR A MAN TO TALK ABOUT DOING SOMETHING TO PUR­
CHASE , OR TO EARN, HIS OVlN SALVATION. 

This is why the disciples asked, "Imo , then, can be saved?" 

The Lord ' s  answer: Read v. 27. lifHENEVER YOU ARE TALKING 
ABOUT SALVATION, YOU .MUST BE CAREFUL TO POINT OUT , "WITH MEN 
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE" ! This is the first thing � person must 
learn if he vlants .:ti2 enter the Kingdom of God, i .  e . , if he 
wants to be saved. (The disciples question sho'"s that to 
enter the Kingdom of God means to be saved. Cf. vv. 23,  24 
with v. 26 . )  

Bu'r, in speaking to people about salvation , BE SURE TO TELL 
THEM ALSO , "BUT NOT WITH GOD; FOR vlITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE 
POSSIBLE. "  

Do you knOYI that this last statement comes out of the OT? 
And that there is another reference to it in the NT? 
1 ) 

2 )  

Gen. 1 8 : 27 ,  concerning the promise that Sarah would have 
a son, Sarah herself laughed. But then the Lord said, 

"Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the time 
appointed I will return unto thee, according to the 
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son . "  

Jer. 32 : 1 7 ,  where Jeremiah is speaking of the work of 
God as Creator: 

"Ah, Lord God! Behold, thou hast made the heaven 
and the earth by thy great power and outstretched 
arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee."  

Job 42:  2 ,  vlhere we have what Job said after the Lord had 
spoken of His sovereignty and of His mighty vlOrks and 
wonders: 

"I know that thou canst do every thing • • •  " 
Luke 1 : 37 ,  where Gabriel is telling Mary that she is 
going to have a son, just as barren Elisabeth was then 
six months with child, the assurance being • • • 

"For with God nothing shall be impossible. "  

IF GOD WAS ABLE TO BRING THIS UNIVERSE INTO BEING, IF GOD 
CONTINUES TO BE SOVEREIGN OVER THE AFFAIRS OF MEN AND NATIO� 
IF HE OAN GIVE SONS TO SARAH AND TO ELISABETH WHEN IT WAS 
KNOVIN THAT THEY WERE BARREN, AND CAN EVEN GIVE A SON TO THE 
VIRGIN MARY WHEN SHE KNEJ11l NOT A !1AN--THEN ALL OF THESE BE-
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COME PROOFS FROM WHAT OUR LORD SAID THAT HE CAN SAVE MEN 
WHEN OTHERlHSE IT IS ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE. 

--

Remember the camel and the needles eye ! 

Cf. Isa. 55 : 1 ;  1 Pet. 1 : 1 8 ,  1 9. Also, Eph. 2 : 8 ,  9 .  

I ,  \ 
\ -' , 

The disciples had to understand this.  And so must we. That 
is "hy we have these teachings following the rich, moral , 
devout , young ruler. None of these things, nor all of them 
put together was enough! And he knew it or he would never 
have come to the Lord! 

But now, because of what Peter says in swinging the pendulum to 
the opposite side, we have • •  

II.  THE LESSON ABOUT SERVICE AND REWARDS (JV"Jark 10:  28-31 ) . 

Peter ' s  statement : 

�� 
4) 

"Lo"--introduces something very important . 
"life"--emphatic, as compared with the rich young ruler. 
"Have left all"--a once-for-all departure ,  and they had 
never gone back to what they had left. 
"And have followed thee"--a perfect , meaning that they 
started and had continued right up to the present. 

Matthew says that Peter added, 
";/hat shall we have , therefore?" (Matt. 1 9 : 27b) . 

Obviously Peter ' s  statement and �uestion reveal the wrong 
attitude . However, the Lord does not rebuke him immediately. 
Instead, he answers the �uestion. Remember: He called them, 
"Children. "  

His ans'ler i s  just as unbelievable, just as far beyond the 
realm of possibility, as that which we have already seen in 
the lesson about salvation. 

It is introduced by the 7th time that John Mark uses our 
Lord ' s ,  "Verily I say unto you"--denoting importance, truth, 
authority. 

"Left" is like "hate" in Luke 1 4 : 26--it means to love � 
Lord � most , � put Him first . 

"For my sake , and the gospel ' s"--not for the reward, not to 
earn salvation, but to trust Him as Savior, and then to tell 
others about Him! 

\{hat is the guaranteed promise? It has two parts :  
1 )  "An hundredfold now in this time"--for the present. 

Figure out vlha t this would mean to you! 1 00 mothers,  etc. 



"vii tn persecutions"--HoH realistic the Lord is !  But eVEn 
these mean blessing. Cf. 1 Pet .  1 : 6,  7 ,  

",/herein ye greatly rejoice , though nOH for a season, 
if need be, ye are in heaveness through manifold 
temptations (or trials ) ,  That the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise and honor and glory at the appear­
ing of Jesus Christ . "  

And this i s  the reason that the Lord goes on to • • • 

2 )  "And in the age to  come, eternal life . "  Cf. Eph . 
2 : 7 .  

He does not mean that we have to wait until then 
before we have eternal life . Cf. John 3 : 1 6 ; 5 : 24 ;  
1 John 5 : 1 3, 

"These things have I written unto you that be­
lieve on the name of the Son of God, that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life , • • •  " 

BUT HE DOES MEAN THAT IT WILL TAKE ALL ETERNITY TO 
REWARD YOU AND ME FOR TRUSTING HIM, LOVING HIM, AND 
SERVING HIM AS WE WALK WITH HIM. 

But , in conclusion, the warning. Read v. 31 . It goes back 
where this division of Mark' s  Gospel began (see 9: 35) . 

Being first then did not guarantee that they would ahmys be 
first. That ,Tould be determined by HOW they did WHAT they 
did, and not just the fact that they did it first. 

See the parable in Matt. 20: 1 - 1 6  ;rhich illustrates this. 

Humili ty determines ;rho will be first. 

Concl: So there is something for all of us here : 
1 )  The hope of salvation for all because it is  a ;rork 

of God. 
2 )  The hope of rewards for believers because of the same 

gracious ;ray God deals with those of us who know Him. 

How our hearts should be filled to overflo;ring ;rith praise and 
gratitude for such marvelous truths ! 
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ON TES liT AY UP TO JERUS I\LEl� 
Mark 1 0 : 32-34 

Intro: This i s  the third time that we have come to a passage 
like this in Mark ' s  Gospel . The other two are found in 

8 : 31 and 9 : 31 . 

If we kne" nothing about the Gospel , this fact alone ",ould make 
us realize that the events "'hich our Lord spoke about on these 
three occasions were extremely important. 

You may remember that John Mark began his gospel by writing thesE 
word s ,  

"The beginning o f  the Gospel of Jesus Chri s t ,  the Son of 
God" (Mark 1 :  1 ) .  

� is the Gospel? 

Most people ",ould respond to tell the world to believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ i s  the GospeL But this is only � part of 
the Gospel--the last part! 

Paul actually defines the Gospel in 1 Cor. 1 5: 1 -5 .  I t  i s  this: 
"Chri st died for our sins according to the scriptures; and 
• • • He ",as buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the scripture s ,  and He was seen • • •  " 

Of course, it i s  neces sary to believe , to trust the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Savior, or the ",ork ",hich Christ did 2 ,000 years 
ago "'ill mean nothing to us. But you cannot preach the Gospel 
l'Tithout preaching the death and resurrection of Jesus Chri s t !  

With this background, it is extremely interesting as we consider 
these three passages in Mark 8 ,  9, 1 0  that our Lord said nothing 
about why He was going to di e ;  He only spoke of the fact that He 
would di e .  

I t  i s  like understanding anything else--you have t o  understand 
the facts before you can possibly be in any position to interpret 
"'hat they mean . 

�, obviously, � Lord ' s purpo se in all of these three passages 
i s  to � the facts before His disciples.  

But , before we consider these verses in ch. 1 0 ,  let us notice a 
contrast ,;hich i s  apparent in all three chapters--just before 
Mark records these words of the Lord Jesus Chri st. EACH ONE IS 
PRECEDED BY A DISPLAY OF OUR LORD ' S  GLORY: 
1 )  
2 )  

3 )  

In chapter 8 ,  the glory of His Person, i . e . ,  the Christ . 
In chapter 9 ,  the glory of His power , i . e . , in delivering 
the demon-possessed boy. 
In chapter 1 0 ,  the glory of His promises--extending even to 



Mark: 1 0: 3?-34 ( 2 )  

eternity. Cf. 1 0 : 29 ,  30 especially. 

The contrast serves to emphasize both--the glory and the humilia­
tion which ultimately leads back to glory in the resurrection. 
(Comment on the passage in each chapter--B , 9, 1 0 . ) 

In the passage before us this morning we have basically the same 
things as before, with some additions and great details.  Let us 
consider these verses carefully. 

1 .  Al� EJ.1PHASIS UPON THE CITY: JERUSALEM. 

What memories are attached to this city ! 

David was the one who established it as the capital of all 
Israel. 

This was the city of the king--"here he lived. 

This was the place where Solomon built the Temple. 

It was,  therefore, the national and spiritual center of 
Israel. 

You read about the city of Jerusalem in the Psalms , and in 
most of the prophets. 

It is  to the mount of Olives, just outside of the city of 
Jerusalem (and yet really a part of it) that our Lord is 
going to return. 

This is where .£:£E. Lord is � gOing. Mark writes, "And they 
"ere on the way going up to Jerusalem."  And the first words 
of our Lord in this passage are , "Behold (an expression used 
to call attention to something important) , we go up to Jeru­
salem. " Jerusalem had not been mentioned in either of the 
� preceding passages.  

II .  AN EJ.1PHASIS UPON THE SON OF MAN. 

In the approximately BO times that this title is used in the 
four Gospels, it is always and only used by the Lord with 
reference to Himself. Without trying to be, this is one of 
the special places where the writers of the four Gospels are 
in perfect harmony with each other. 

We could call this our Lord ' s  favorite title. 

What does it mean? 
1 )  It emphasizes the fact that He was a human being. 
2) It indicates that He represents man. He never spoke of 

Himself as � � of Eve. 



3) It also speaks of His redemptive mission in the world. 
Cr. Mark 1 0 : 45 .  

4 )  Finally, it even identifies Him as the Messiah. Cf. 
Mark 1 4: 61 , 62. 

A l l  o f  this gradually unfolds through the Gospels. Terms in 
the Bible are often defined by the way they are used, as weI] 
as by what they actually mean. 

Thus , all of the meaning of the title, "the Son of man , "  i s  
involved in what He >JaS going t o  Jerusalem t o  do. 

I s  it any wonder that He walked ahead , by Himself, deep in 
contemplation and silence , until His disciples wondered at 
Him, and � struck with fear? 

I I I .  THE GREATEST El-fPHASI S :  UPON WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO HIM I N  
JERUSALEM. 

Keep in mind the glory that precedes each one of these pass­
ages in the three chapters : 8, 9 ,  1 0 !  Can it be that such 
.§l: Person, &:!!h such power, !!h£ could make such promises, be 
humiliated In such terrible ways? Does this not actually 
disprove His claims about Himself? 

If you are in doubt as to the answer to these Questions, 
wai t until you have the ,·,hole account before you. 

But notice to begin with that our Lord was going to the very 
place where the authorities could apprehend Him and do all 
of these things . He went to Jerusalem knowing that all of 
this would happen. 

A. He would be delivered into the hands of the Sanhedrin-­
the chief priests and the scribes . 

The emphasis is upon what MEN would do to Him. Judas 
would be primarily responsible for thi s .  

B .  Their action: condemned to death. However, only Rome 
could carry out the death penalty. 

See Pilate ' s  Question in Mark 1 5 : 14 relative to His 
guil t. His trial was illegal and the verdict v,ithout 
any reason whatever. 

And so they delivered "Him to the Gentiles , "  i . e . , the 
Romans. 

C .  Wbat the Romans would do . Here our Lord mentions four 
things: 



MRr� 1 C : �2-3A ( A  I 

1 .  "'rhey shall mOCK Hi m. " All of the futill'e verbs 
emphasize the certainty of the predictions. 

Cf. Mark 1 5: 1 6-20. To mock means to play with a per­
son like a cat does with a mouse.  The object is  to 
humiliate. 

2. "And shall spit upon Him" (this follows the mocking 
in the Greek text ) .  This showed their utter con­
tempt , their absolute scorn. Under the Law, a person 
was shamed for seven days when someone spit on them. 
Cf. Num. 1 2: 1 4. 

Not satisfied with this,  they would . . . 

3 .  "Scourge Him. " The scourge was made of  leather 
thongs. Sometimes the end of the thongs held lead, 
spikes,  and/or bones "Thich tore the body of the one 
being scourged. 

Cf. Isaiah ' s  prophecy in 52: 14 .  Cf. also Mark 1 5: 1 5. 

4. "And shall kill him."  The humiliation and tortill'e 
led. ultimately to death--death by crucifixion! Cf. 
Phil 2 :8 .  

We cannot go into the reasons for His death. That is beyond 
our Scripture this morning, but I must say why He died. Let 
me use the \�ords of Isaiah the prophet: 

"But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruis­
ed for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was 
upon Him, and "ith His stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his Ol<ll way , and the Lord hath laid on Him the ini­
quity of us all" (Isa. 53 : 5 ,  6 ) .  

Finally, we have • •  

IV. AN EMPHASIS ON THE OUTCONE. 

Did it all end in death? NO ! The Lord here makes one of the 
most amazing predictions of all time: "And the third day He 
shall rise again. "  The time is  set and the event is named. 
By RESURRECTION the Lord wouiclomrule:--
1� � Rome . 

The Sanhedrin. 
Death. 

4) Even sin! 

The Gospel is never complete unless the preaching of the 
death of Christ is followed with the preaching of His resur­
rection! 



Concl: And aD of i t  came true ;just as the Lord predicted! 

"One day they led Him up Calvary ' s  mountain, 
One day they nailed Him to die on the tree; 
Suffering angui sh, despised and rejected, 
Bearing my sins, my Redeemer is He ! 

"One day the grave could conceal Him no longer, 
One day the stone rolled away from the door; 
Then He arose , over death He has conquered; 
Now is ascended, my Lord evermore ! 

"Living, He loved me ; dying, He saved me ; 
:Buried, He carried my sins far a"ay ; 
Rising, He justified freely forever: 
One day He ' s  coming--oh, glorious day ! 

On that day "hen 
He "as trying to 
his account "Hh 

the Lord "ent up to Jerusalem "ith His disciples . , 
tell them about a part of thls. Luke concludes 
these word s :  

"And they understood none of these things ; and this saying 
was hidden from them, neither knew they the things ,'hich 
were spoken" (Luke 18: 34). 

Ho'l' tragic, and how unneces sary ! Thank God ,,,e can reJolCe in 
these truths this morning, and , in the light of them, we can 
approach the Lord ' s  table to remember Him! 



, ' .'  ' (' '-I. • II � • 

THE LORD ' S  110RK IN TFE NEVI YEAR 
Mark 1 0: 35-�5 

Intro : I,e are oontinuing this morning ;Ii th our consideration of 
the Gospel of Mark, but I would like for us to think 

about this passage in relation to the ne'" year: .1.2l2. There 
are many things in this passage of Scripture "'hich can be ex­
tremely helpful for us as the old year goes out and the new year 
comes in. 

vfuat are some of the lessons which can be helpful to us? 

1 .  THE APPLICATION OF TRU'rH WE ALREAllY KNo\,. 

If you have been reading through or studying the Gospel of 
Mark and come to the passage which we have before us this 
morning, you will probably say to yourself, "I have read 
something like this before in this book ! "  And you ",ould be 
right . 

Turn back to 9: 33-37. 

How do you think the Lord feels about this? We move into a 
new area of our lives,  and we talk and pray like there were 
certain truths we have never heard before--when the actual 
fact of the matter is that we know them very ",ell ! 

And , it can be said that our application of the truth, or 
failure to do so , is never more evident than in the ",ay we 
pray. Since Jesus Christ is  Lord, and the disciples were 
making a request of Him, this is � prayer. BUT , IF WE EVER 
HAD AN ILLUSTRATION OF JAMES 4 : 2 ,  WE HAVE IT HEHE! 

"Ye ask, and receive not , because ye ask amiss,  that 
ye may consume it upon your lusts. " 

Let us remember in 1 973 that prayer and the Word must go to­
gether--making the Word of God the very foundation upon whicb 
we make our requests to the Lord. 

II. THE HARMONY OF ALL SCRIPTURE. 

How entirely out of keeping is the request of James and John 
(which Matthew attributes to their mother in Matt. 20: 20) 
with the things recorded just before. See Mark 1 0 : 32-34 . 

Actually their request indicates that they had considerable 
understanding of Scripture. It is true that the Lord will 
one day be glorified, or, as Matthew (20: 21 ) indicates, come 
in His kingdom. I hope you understand that. 

But He was going to have to suffer, die, and be raised from 
the dead first. 



Mark 1 0 : 35-45 ( 2 )  

How quickly the Lord brings them back to this truth in vv. 
38-40! 

On the meaning of drinking the oup, of. Mark 1 4 : 36 ,  
"And He said, Abba, Father, all things are possible 
unto Thee. Take away this cup from me; nevertheless ,  
not what I will, but what thou wilt . "  

And so it points to His sufferings on the oross. 

On the meaning of baptism here (a speoial meaning) , cf. 
Luke 1 2 : 50,  

"But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how 
am I oonstrained till it be acoomplished! "  

So this refers to His sufferings to--being immersed in 
suffering and sorrow as He had been immersed in water by 
John the Baptist. 

So, for them, as for the Lord, there must be a proper under­
standing of the truth. We are not promised glory here , but 
I>'e are promised suffering--suffering for the sake of the 
Gospel,  and for the Lord. See the following verses: 
1 )  John 1 5: 20,  

"Remember the word that I said unto you, The ser­
vant is not greater than his lord. If they have 
perseouted Me , they will also perseoute you; if 
they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also . "  

2) 1 Pet. 4: 1 2, 1 3 ,  
"Beloved , think i t  not strange oonoerning the fiery 
trial . . . "  

3 )  Phil . 1 : 29, 30, 
"For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ , 
not only to believe on His name , but also to suffer 
for His sake , Having the same oonfliot • • •  " 

4) 2 Tim. 3 : 1 2 ,  
"Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer perseoution. "  

In 1lli may � � keep us .ll:2!!! � distorting the Gospel 
� any attempt to popularize it !  

James was going to lay down his life for the Lord. Cf. Aots 
1 2 : 2 ,  speaking of Herod, Luke writes, 

"And he killed James ,  the brother of John, ,,,ith the 
sword" It 

Years later John, with muoh greater understanding, would 
write,  

"I ,  John, who also am your brother, and oompanion in 
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos ,  for the 
word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ" 
(Rev. 1 : 9 ) .  



But whatever the sufferings may be, we , too , can say with 
the Apostle Paul , 

"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us" (Rom. 8 : 1 8 ) .  

-III . A TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF THE: WORK OF THE: LORD. 

Note why the Lord says that He could not grant their request 
as He states it in v. 40--"it shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared. "  

In other words, This is not something � to � decided; it 
alread.y has beende'Cided! 

We do not choose our places of ministry, do we? If we think 
>Ie do, then we need our understanding cleared up on this,  
too. THE: LOR]) PUTS US WBEHE: HE: WANTS US TO BE. HE: DOES 
THIS NOW, AND HE: DOES IT FOR OUR MINISTRY 1! HE:AvEN, TOO . 

Therefore, selfish ambition is  out ! 

Competition is out , too ! 

What honor and dignity and joy and peace can be experienced 
" hen "Ie know we are where we are ,  doing what we are doing, 
because it is the Lord' s will for us. 

Let us remember this in 1 973. 

IV. THE PROBLEI1 OF BROKEN FELLOWSHIP. 

Cf. v. 41 . 

Would it not be wonderful if we could be assured that during 
1 973 there would be no rifts ,  no broken fellowship, among 
those of us who know the Lord? 

Here is one reason for broken fellowship: when our lives, 
our desires,  get out of harmony with the Word of God and the 
will of God. 

It was the beloved Apostle John himself who wrote ,  
"But if we walk in the light , as He is  in the light , 
we have fell0l1ship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin" 
( 1  John 1 : 7 ) .  

V. TEE DIFFEHE:NCE BET1tIEEN I'lAN I S WAYS AND GOD ' S .  

Cf. vv. 42-44. "Accounted to rule" is ,  lit . , � to rule. 
In other words, things � really not like they look. 



If you want to be "great" in God' s eyes ,  and even "first" 
among the great , then you must become a "minister" and a 
"servant . If 

A "servant" is a bondservant , one who has no rights of his 
own. A "minister" is one who serves the interests of others 
instead of his own. 

Read again our Lord' s words in vv. 28-31 --another illustra­
tion of the paint made under I .  this morning. 

The way to be great before the Lord is to be humble ;  the way 
up is down! 

VI. THE LIFE AN]) EXAMPLE OF OUR LORD. 

How important it is to have the example of "great" men! All 
of us have been influenced by others. How important to be 
influenced by the right ones !  Either through books, or in 
actual experience, walk with those who are "great" in God ' s  
sight . There have been many such people in my own life-­
our choir director at home , Dr. Chafer, Dr. Mitchell ,  and 
many, many others--some ladies , and often young people!  

BUT THERE IS NO GREATER EXAMPLE THAN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

King David once wrote, 
"I have set the Lord always before me" (Psa. 1 6: 8a) . 

The prophet Isaiah wrote, 
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on Thee" (Isa. 26: 3 ) . 

The Apostle Paul wrote, 
"Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus . "  
Cf. Phil.  2 : 5. 

Mark 1 0: 45 gives us the very words of our Lord Himself. 
(Read them. ) 

The Apostle Paul and dear Dr. Luke have rescued from obsour­
ity a most wonderful statement from the lips of our Lord, 
found nowhere else in the Scriptures, 

"It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 
20: 35b) . 

IF YOU WANT 1 973  TO BE A HAPPY YEAR, THEN YOU MUST THINK IN 
TERMS OF WHAT YOU CAN GIVE TO OTHERS--NOT WHAT YOU MIGHT 
RECEIVE � OTHERS ! -- --

What did the Lord give? He gave His life. What for? That 



you and I miGht be redeemed ("hich i s  the meaning of the 
word, ttransom") from our sin. 

Think of our Lord as He is referred to in Heb. 1 2: 2 ,  
"Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
fai th, ",ho, for the j.£l that � set before Him, • •  

Concl: T",o things as 1ve close. 

" 

1 )  For some, 1 973 ",ill be the greatest year of all because it 
"'ill be the year ",hen they "'ill come to kno", the Lord as 
Savior. 

But , if you are here this morning and have never received 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, you do not need to 
,rait for 1 973. You can trust Him and be saved this morning. 
Ho;rever, you must understand this.  You ",ill be saved from 
the eternal judgment of God, NOT BY ,!HAT YOU GIVE TO THE LORD 
NOR BY VlHAT YOU DO FOR HIM, BUT ONLY THROUGH VlHAT HE HAS DONE 
FOR YOU AND WANTS TO GIVE YOU. 
"I give unto them eternal life" is ",hat He said in John 10 :  
28a. 

Paul ",rote in Rom. 6 : 23 ,  "The gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord."  

1'lhy not receive eternal life by trusting Him today? 

2) For those of us "'ho kno", the Lord, Mark 1 0: 45 is  especially 
for us--a reminder of a principle "'hich finds its greatest 
illustration in the Hfe of our Lord. If ",e ",ant to be 
happy and blessed of the Lord, then ",e must not live for 
",hat ",e "'ill receive, but for ",hat ",e can give to others. 
The Lord may come in 1 973. No new year ' s  message would be 
complete without remembering this.  But , until He does come, 
let us pray that , each day, through the testimony of our 
lives, \{e may be giving to people, by the grace of God, 
those blessings 1.,hich have come to us from the Lord Himself. 
This is the \{ay that 1 973 can be the greatest year 1<e have 
ever lived! 
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A BLIND NAN ' S  CRY 
Nark 1 0 : 46-52 

Intra: The Gospels do not give us a biography of Christ--even 
all of them together. Neither are they just a collec­

tion of stories trucen from the life of our Lord. Nor are they 
a record of the messages which He preached. 

Each Gospel was written with a different group in mind. 

Each Gospel has its o;m distinctive characteristics. Even in 
relating the same story, one writer will include some things not 
mentioned by the others, and vice versa. 

Each record is a continuous account . One thing leads to another. 
Such is the relationship between the passage we had last Sunday, 
and the passage we come to this Sunday. Our passage closed last 
week with these words in v. 45, 

"For even the Son of man came, not to be ministered unto 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. "  

Thus, Nark has gotten down to the basic reason for the first 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was to provide "a ransom" 
for men, i . e . ,  redemption from sin. 

It is quite reasonable, therefore, to expect that the following 
passage would have something to do with this .  And it  does--as 
a consideration of vv. 46-52 will prove to us! 

This account is found in Matthe;l and also in Luke (Matt. 20: 
29-34; Luke 18 : 3 5-43) .  

Matthew follows the same pattern which Mark does,  j . e . , Matt. 
20 : 28 is like Mark 1 0 : 45. 

Luke , however, does not record those words. Instead, he follows 
the account with the story of Zacchaeus. Then, at the end , he 
writes, 

"For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost" (Luke 1 9 : 1 0 ) .  

SO THE PURPOSE IS THE SAME IN ALL CASES : TO SHOW HOW THE LORD 
MINISTERED SALVATION TO MEN IN JERIOHO·, 

All of this would mean that we have more in the story of Barti­
maeus than just the healing of a blind man. 

To begin with, let us notice . 

I .  OUR INTRODUCTION TO BARTlMAEUS (Mark 1 0 : 46 ) .  

We knO;1 now that the Romans had built a new Jerioho about a 



mile south of the ancient Jericho . Thus, there j s  no di s­
crepancy when Ma tthe", and Mark "rri te that the Lord was just 
coming out of Jericho , but Lul<e says that they were just 
coming into Jericho . One is talking about the new Jericho ; 
the others are talking about the old Jericho . The miracle 
took place between the two cities. 

Hark makes sure that we understand what Bartimaeus means. 
It means, � of Timaeus. In the Gk. , the explanation of 
the name comes before the name. Therefore , Timaeus must have 
been somebody special--perhaps a wealthy Jew, perhaps even 
a believer in Christ. But the fact that Bartimaeus was the 
son of Timaeus made his condition all the more amazing. 
He was blind, and he was begging. 

Blindness was a common affliction. Historians estimate that 
in some town as many of half of the population had eye 
trouble.  Hany ,,,ere blind. This was because of: 
1 )  The dust .  
2) The glaring sun. 
43. )  T
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poor sanitary conditions. 

) contagious character of the diseases.  

HO\;ever, even though all of this lias true , there seems to be 
the suggestion that Bartimaeus had fallen into all of this 
trouble because of some things that he had done. 

- II. THE JllEANING OF HIS CRY (I�ark 1 0 :  47 , 48) .  

The fact that this is repeated is evidence of its importance.  

Evidently the Lord had become known as,  "Jesus of Nazareth. " 
But to Bartimaeus He was much more. He was "Jesus , the Son 
of David. "  

From all that Hark has recorded so far, no one has called 
our Lord EL this naIDe! What does it mean? - --

It means that Bartimaeus believed that Jesus of Nazareth was 
the Hessiahl The Syrophenician worna;-had use�this term,-­
but Mark does not record it (although Hatthew does) . Mark 
saves it until no", because he is making a special point ! 
And this is the only time that he gives us the plea, "Have 
mercy on me"--a common OT expression, especially in the 
Psalms, for a prayer addressed to God! 

And Hark repeats it for emphasis !  

Ho", important it i s  in any day t o  find out what a person 
means ",hen he speaks of Jesus. Sometimes people mean prac­
tically nothing at all ! BUT BARTIMAEUS MAKES IT CLEAR THAT 
HE BELIEVES THAT JESUS IS THE JllESSIAH AND THAT HE IS ALSO GOD 



Where did he learn all of thi 8? 

Somehow the Lord had used his trouble to open his hearts-­
the eyes 2f �  heart , as Paul says in Eph. 1 : 1 8 .  Somehow 
he had gotten into the Scriptures--perhaps from what he had 
learned from his father. And the Spirit of God had taught 
him that the great Teacher and Worker of miracles was the 
Messiah, the Son of David "rho was also the Son of God. 

The passage here would seem to indicate that Bartimaeus , the 
son of Timaeus , had been reduced to a helpless, blind, 
beggar before he became concerned about his spiritual sight . 

And little did he know that Jesus Christ would come right 
dO\m that road where he was begging. CAN ANYONE FAIL TO SEE 
THE SOVEREIGN HA}TJ) OF GOD IN ALL OF THESE CIRCUMSTANCES? 

III. THE REACTION TO HIS CRY (Mark 1 0 : 48a, 49) . 

A. On the part of the people (Mark 1 0 : 48a) . They rebuked 
him. They commanded him to be still . They did not ,,,ant 
him to bother the Lord. 

Please turn to Isaiah 55. Is it possible that Bartirnaeus 
had come across this passage , and that this was the basis 
of his hope? Read vv. 1 -7 .  Note: 
1 � "The sure mercies of David" (v. 3 ) .  
2 "Call ye upon Him while He is near" (v. 6 ) .  
3 All of v. 7 .  

� these the promises that made .!:!:i!!!. continue to 2:EL 
out to the Lord? -- -- --

B. On the part of the Lord (Mark 1 0 : 49) . 

vlhat a lesson on the way the Lord listens for the cry 
for help! (Read v. 49 . )  

IV. THE HESULTS (Mark 1 0 : 50-52) . 

A. He carne to the Lord as fast as he could come (v. 50) . 
vlhen the heart is prepared, all a person needs to know 
is that the Lord wants him to come, and he will come. 

B. The Lord asked him a �uestion (v. 51a) . 

He obviously had many needs, and the Lord wanted him to 
put his re�uest into words. How important i! l&  to � 
thi s !  

C .  The ansvrer Bartimaeus gave the Lord (v. 5 1b) . He calls 



Hi m, "Lord,"  Rabboni . But .in both Ma.tthe'd and Luke it 
is kurios, Lord. In the context it has to mean a de­
claration of his ra1th in � DeitY of JesuSCiirIs� 

"Receive" means to receive again. 

D.  The Lord ' s  statement (¥�rk 1 0 : 52) . 

Lit .  it is,  Go thy 'day, thy faith has saved �. 
Luke records the same thing. It would seem that not 
only was physical sight was restored, but that Bartimaeus 
was saved. 

In the nerfect tense, SAVED, means � continuous salvation. 
happened to E. What-;sarolmaeus (Matt. 1 0: 52b) . 

He received his sight immediately, "and followed Jesus 
on the '.'lay. n 

Concl : There is no question but that this is a case of physical 
healing. But Mark wants us to know that it was just the 

evidence of a much greater healing--a healing of Bartimaeus '  
soul because of his faith in 'dho Jesus Christ was and in ,�hat 
Jesus Christ came to do . 

\Vhat a difficult path Bartimaeus 'das forced to take--perhaps be­
cause he could not be reached in any other 'day. 

Matthew says that there were two of them. Do you not 'dander who 
the other one ,,,as? Bartimaeus had evidently talked to him about 
the Lord so that when the Lord came the other blind man was 
ready too ! 

T'do 

� l 
things are outstanding in this story: 
The Lord knows how to reach us. 
vfuat we believe about the Lord Jesus Christ is  the only 
foundation for a true faith--about His Person and His Work. 



THE SAVIOR ENTERS JERUSALEM 
Mark 1 1  : 1 -1 1  

Intro : It has always seemed to me a little out of place to call 
this � triumphal entry! If it were a triumph, the vic­

tory was shortlived. It would not seem unreasonable to bel ieve 
that some of the very people who were shouting their acclaim in 
the passage before us this morning were shortly to j oin in the 
humiliation of our Lord as they taunted Him "hile He was dying 
on the Cro s s .  

The triumph was to corne later. 

Here , instead, we have � time of mani.festation:--the Lord sove­
reignly manifesting Who He was ! But it was not a time Ifhen He 
said i t ,  nor just Ifhen His diSCipl es said i t ,  but Ifhen the mUlti­
tudes in Jerusalem said i t !  - -- --

At least once before (and ,perhap s at other times) , just after 
the feeding of the 5, 000, John tells us in John 6: 1 5  that the 
people came to " take Him by force, to make Him a king, " but He 
would not allolf them to do thi s .  

The Lord has a tIme for everything. HOIf often this is seen as 
Ife study the Gospel s !  And hOIf important it is for us to remember 
this even today! We kno;T now that He could not reign as a King 
until He had died, first of all, as a Savior. BUT IT WAS IMPOR­
TANT FOR THEM TO KNOW THAT HE WAS THE KING WHO WAS DYING SO THAT 
THEY WOULD KNOW WHO TO LOOK FOR AS THEIR KING. 

The importance of this event is to be seen in the fact that it 
is recorded in all four Gospels: �1 � Mat t .  21 : 1 -9. 

Mark 1 1 : 1 -1 1 .  
Luke 1 9: 28-38. 

4) John 1 2: 1 2- 18 .  

What Ifas the nature of this manifestation? 

All of it has to do with the facts that He is the Messiah, He is 
the King, He is the Savior, He is the Lord. 

How do life see this? 

1. FIRST , IN HIS OMNISCIENCE. Cf. Mark 1 1 :  1 ,  2.  

There might b e  some "ho Ifould like to say that the Lord had 
this all pre-arranged with the owner of col t ,  but, lfhen you 
see all that foll o;,s , it is not difficult to recognize that 
life have here a manifestation of the omniscience of Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Son of God! 



Bethphace ( only menti oY]ed j n  connectj on '<lith thj s event hy 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke) and Bethany were located j ust to 
the east of the Mount of Olives .  Which village the Lord had 
in mind, we do not know. From the fact that they went back 
to Bethany may be an indicatIon ( in v. 1 1  ) that they were, 
among other thine;s, taking the colt back to its owner. But 
this point is not of significant importance in the story. 
WHAT WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT IS THAT THE LORD KNEW JUST WHERE 
THE TWO DISCIPLES WOULD FIND THE COLT . 

And what was especially important about this particular colt 
was that no man had ever ridden it !  

- -- -- -- --

This would immediately suggest to the disciples that there 
� snecial , sacred significance .1£ what � Lord had in 
}!lind because this � � OT requirement for things to be used 
for the Lord! Cf. Num. 1 9 : 2 ;  Deut. 21 : 3 ;  1 Sam. 6 : 7 ;  2 Sam. 
6 : 3 .-

There are many evidences of our Lord ' s  omniscience in the 
Gospels.  Let me cIte one: I1hen the Lord greeted Nathanael 
with the words, "Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile , "  Nathanael responded with, "How knowest thou me?" 
And the Lord told him, "Before Philip called thee, when thou 
wast under the fig tree, I saw thee . "  '"Nathanael ans;lered 
and saith unto him , Rabbi ,  Thou art the Son of God; Thou 
art the King of Israel" (John 1 : 47-49 ) .  

HOI, important i t  i s  t o  recognize this !  

I I .  THE AUTHORITY OF THE LORD (Mark 1 1 : 3-6) . 

Here the Lord shows Himself to be a true Prophet. He not 
only predicted what would happen, but any resistance to the 
disciples was stopped with five words in the original: "The 
Lord has need of him. " 

Notice our Lord ' s  claim to Deity. 

This is all that it took to open the way. 

And we should note that the Lord ' s  knowledge and authority 
covers even the location of a donkey and the fact that HE 
had need of it !  � � � of us ! 

III.  THE FULFILlI1ENT OF SCIUP'rURE (Mark 11 : 7-10 ) .  

How important it i s  t o  check everything with Scripture ! 

l1e have this in our passage this morning in tHO ;rays: 
1 )  By what the Lord did. 
2 )  By what the people did. 



A. By I'lhat -the Lord did (v. 7 ) :  "He sat upon him . " 

This takes Us to two chapters in the aT: 
1 )  1 Kings 1 : 38 ,  44. Solomon road on his father' s  

mule in confirmation that he was king. But 
there is no record in Scripture that any king of 
Israel or Judah rode on a mule until this event 
in the life of our Lord. 

Therefore , He is claiming royalty, claiming to 
be the long-awaited Heir to David' s throne ! 

2)  Zech. 9 : 9 ,  
"Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout , 
o daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy King com­
eth unto thee; He is just, and having salva­
tion; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon 
a colt, the foal of an ass . "  

Thus, a 500 year old prophecy is being fulfilled. 
And with royalty we see humility. 

Matthew quotes this,  � !!£  does Johnl 

However, this is cannot be separated from what the people 
did, voluntarily, joyfully--not realizing that they were 
confirming Scripture by their actions and words ,  too. 

B. By 

Do 
of 

1 • 

what the people did (vv. 7-1 0 ) .  

not fail to see the sovereign hand of God in all 
this !  

'.J:hey recognized Him as royalty and paid Him hom-
age (vv. 7 ,  8 )  • 

The background is seen when Jehu became king of 
Israel . Cf. 2 Kings 9 : 1 3 , 

"Then they hastened , and took every many his 
garment , and put ii under hi!!! on the top of 
the stairs , and blew with trDmpets ,  saying, 
Jehu is king. " 

2 .  They did \;hat Isaiah said should be done. Cf. 
Isa. 40: 3 ,  

"The voice of him that crieth in the wilder­
ness ,  Prepare ye the way of the Lord . "  

This had been John the Baptist ' s  mission. How 
thrilled he would have been if he had lived to 
see this day! 

In laying out � f(arments and spreading the 
leaves they � preparinG the way of the Lord! 

And yet they did it without being forced to do 



j t.  \fuat amazinr; evidence of Hhat God ",as doinG 
to manifest the true nature and Hark of His Son ! 

3 .  By Hhat they said (vv. 9 ,  1 0 ) .  

Read, and then tltrn to Psa. 1 1 8 : 25 ,  26 , 
"Save nOl;, I beseech thee, 0 Lord! 0 Lord, I 
beseech thee, send no", prosperity! Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord; ,le have 
blessed you out of the house of the Lord. " 

"Hosanna" means , "Save , we pray thee . "  Or, "Be 
propitious. "  

The Lord had said on a previous occasion, 
"I am come in my Father' s  name" (John 5 : 43 ) .  

The people said, 
"Blessed is  He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord . "  

vfuile they may have been thinking primarily 
about their salvation from Rome , the Lord had in 
mind their salvation from sin. And here they 
are using all of these glorious terms just like 
they understood it all .  Undoubtedly there must 
have been people that day who really � to 
� understanding that He � the Messiah, the 
Savior, the Lord. 

Concl: Cf. v. 1 1 .  NO ONE COULD KEEP HIM OUT. NO ONE COULD 
HINDER HIN. THE SOVEHEIGN LORD , THE MESSIAH, ENTEHED 

THE HOLY CITY AND THE HOLY PLACE AND "looked round about upon all 
things. 

And then He "Tent back to Bethany because it was not safe for Him 
to stay in Jerusalem overnight ! 

But that day Matthe", says in Matt. 21 : 1 0  that "all the city was 
moved, "  "",as stirred • • •  shaken as by an earthquake" (Robert­
son, I ,  1 67 ) .  

I t  ,!as like when Solomon became king over Israel and "the earth 
split with the sound of them" ( 1  Kings 1 : 40b) .  

Yfuat an encouragement this ought to be to all of us that one day 
Phil.  2: 9-1 1 will be fulfilled: "That at the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth, and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God, the Father. "  

Do you know it nOl;? There j.s abundant proof in the vlord for any 
heart that is  open to the Lord. 

(Finish) 



A FTG TRE1, ANIl k MOUNTAIN 
Mark 1 1 : 1 2-1 4 ,  20-26 

Intro: This morning ;re come to ;rhat happened on the Monday 
morning after our Lord' s unusual entry into Jerusalem on 

the day before, Sunday. See v. 1 2 .  

But in order to have all of the account that applies ;re must go 
on to Tuesday morning. See. v. 20. 

On both Sunday night and Monday night the Lord ;rent out of the 
city of Jerusalem to spend the night , and, apparently, He spent 
both of these ni�hts in Bethany--probably ;rith Mary and Martha 
and Lazarus (,,,ho -had just been raised from the dead a short time 
before) .  

So our Scripture this morning is divided. 

We ",ill come back next ;reek, the Lord ;rilling, to ;rhat took placE 
in the Temple on Monday. 

I .  A STRANGE INCIDENT (Mark 1 1 :  1 2- 14) • 

We have a.t least t;ro evidences here of � Lord ' s  humanity, 
and � manifestation of Hi s Deity. 

His humanity: 
1) "He ;ras hungry. "  Cf. Matt.  4 : 2. In John 4: 6 He ;ras 

;reary. 
2 )  He ;rent over to  the fig tree to  find out if  there ;rere 

any fruit on the tree. Some explain this as simply an 
act that the Lord ;ras going through. But if our Lord 
"increased in 'lisdom" (Lulce 2: 52) , surely this ,las a 
genuine act to find out something ','rhich He did not kno;r. 

Both of these seem inconsistent ",ith His Deity, but it ",as 
all a part of Hj_s humiliation and a part of "'hat He had to 
experience in order to be "touched ",ith the feeling of our 
infirmities" (Heb. 4 : 1 5) .  

His Deity: Cursing the fig tree so that it died. Cf. vv. 
1 4 ,  20, 21 . 

The strange thing about this incident � that the Lord �­
ed the � � though "the time of fics � not yet" (v. 
1 3b). Why did He do this? 

The ans,·rer: On the fig trees , the fruit precedes the leaves .  
Therefore, the fact that it had l,eaves ",ould indicate that it 
had mature fruit.  It appeared to be an unusual tree--much 
better than any other around. Figs ",ere not due for perhaps 
t",o months . But a little investigation on the part of the 



II. 

Lord indicated "nothine: but leave s . "  

Now we must admit , if we believe that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God , that He "auld do nothing lmless it had 
some reason. What is the reason for this? 

Several OT passages use the fig tree to picture Israel . Cf. 
Hosea 9 : 1 0a ,  

"I found Israel like grapes in  the wilderness ;  I saw 
your fathers as the first-ripe in the fig tree at her 
first time • • •  " 

Speaking of Israel , the Lord said through Joel in 1 : 7 ,  
"He hath lai.d my vine ,raste, and barked my fig tree;  
he hath made it completely bare , and cast it away; its 
branches are made white . "  

Figs and grapes picture I srael in the sense that they were a 
delight to the heart of God. 

BUT HERE THERE ARE NO FIGS ! 

It can only mean one thing--and the events of this very week 
would bear it out . IT LOOKED LIKE JERUSALEM VIAS RECEIVING 
OUR LORD AS HER MESSIAH FROM THE TRIUMPHANT FESTIVITIES OF 
THE DAY BEFORE. BUT THE LORD KNEVI THAT .IT VIAS "NOTHING BUT 
LEAVES" ! 

And so the tree j.s doomed: "No man eat fruit of thee here­
after forever" (v. 1 4 ) . 

Jerusalem "as up to her old tricks again (as we have been 
seeing in Isaiah) : She ,·ras pretending to be something she 
",as not--2: hypocrite. The Lord knew that much,  and He used 
this tree to illustrate ho", He despi ses hypocrisy. 

A BEVlILDERED DISCIPLE (Mark 1 1 : 20-21 ) .  
be\orildered disciple..'!. because often one 

Perhaps we should say 
spoke for all of them. 

What Peter said amounts to a question. It means this :  How 
could � 2: thing � � possibly � place in such 2: 
short time? 

Just the 
around. 
night it 

day before it looked better than any other fig tree 
Its leaves were full and had good color. Just over­
"withered away. " 

The fact that it ,;as a question, and that it '"as bothering 
all of the disciples, is indicated at the beginning of v. 
22 , 

"And Jesus , answering, saith unto them • • •  " 

Obviously the connection is  not easy to see as we first read 



, ' , �  : 

the passage . In fact,  it is  impos sible unl ess 1,.,e have the 
,;hole context in mind. 

III. THE ANSWER \'iITH MANY FACETS (Mark 1 1 :  22-26) . 

A. The most obvious answer: Why are you amazed because a 
fig tree dies ,  when it is possible by the same pm18r to 
move mountains . 

No", let us keep this in mind: vIE HAVE NO RECORD HT 
SCRIPTURE TlLIl.T OUR LOR1J EVER MOVED A MOUNTAIN ANn THREVI 
IT INTO THE SEA. NOR DO WE F-.AVE ANY RECORD THAT THE 
DISCIPLES DID ANYTHING LIKE THIS ! 

BUT, it could be done ! 

"This mountain" probably refers to the mount of Olives, 
the mount "here the fig tree ,;as grmifing. 

And so this is  the first thing that "e need. to reoognize 
from this passage : With all that has been revealed of 
the ",orks of God (or of Christ) , ,;e can be sure that they 
are able to do things greater than anything recorded! 

B. Another meaning: The one ·thing which made the disciples 
different from other IsraelHes was their faith--their 
faith in God !  - -

The Lord is  concerned ",ith fruit--the fruit that backs 
up our outward profession and our outward activities. 

Sunday had been a great day in Jerusalem--to the ignorant 
on-looker. TO OUR LORD IT WAS "NOTHING BUT LEAVES" BE­
CAUSE IT WAS ALL OUTWARD; THERE WAS NOTHING INWARD. 

The fruit that God is  looking for is  the fruit of our 
fai th in God so that the "fOrk that is  being done is  an 
evidence of His power--not ours ! 

Hudson Taylor loved this verse. It could almost be re­
ferred to as his text. I refer to v. 22. He translated 
it,  Hold the fuitiii'iilness of God! 

And note the emphasis on believing in vv. 23 ,  24. 

Believing i s  trusting 1£ confidence � God will do 
what He has promised to do . He does not do whatever ,;e 
,;ant Him to do , but He is always faithful to His Vlord. 
And it is only His work in response to our faith that 
produces the fruit that delights Him like figs evidently 
delighted our Lord when He was here on earth. 



C .  Still another meaning-: Irhe Lord was showinG that , if 
there is to be fruit ,  there must be prayer. 

By fruit we mean evidence of the power and blessing of 
the Lord in the lives of people. It is that which dis­
tinguishes the true work of God from hypocrisy. 

Do you say prayers, or do you �? 

For the most part , the Israelites of our Lord ' s  day said 
prayers. They did not know what it meant to come to God 
because you do not have anyone else to meet your need, 
nor did they kno�r what it meant to come to God expecting 
that He would do something to meet that need. 

Do you? Do I? 

It is to be feared that there are a lot of leaves in the 
church today, but little fruit,  because there is  much 
activity, but little prayer! 

D. And finally: In vv. 25, 26 we have one of the major 
reasons for the lack of fruit runong the people of God: 
we have too many problems among ourselves that we have 
never been willing to forgive . 

This has to do with the inner man, doesn ' t  it? You can 
say that ycu have forgiven someone while you continue to 
harbor resentment in your heart . And you always think 
about that problem whenever you see or hear about that 
person. 

The Lord does not talk about going anywhere in this pass­
age or seeing anyone; He simply says, "Forigive. "  

And ",hy? 

Because as long as you have a lack of forgiveness in your 
heart for someone else, you have a sin in your heart that 
has never really been ackn0111edged to God. HOW SMART 
SATAN IS !  HE HAS SOMEONE DO SOMETHING AGAINST US , AND 
THIS CAUSES SIN IN OUR HEARTS--AND THE FRUIT STOPS GROW-
ING! 

CONCL: It certainly cannot be a coincidence that when our first 
parents sinned, that "they sewed fig leaves together, 

and made themselves aprons . "  Cf. Gen. 3: 7. And men have been 
inclined to be hypocrites ever since. 

None of this d.eceived the Lord then, nor does it deceive Him now. 
BUT , the only thi.ng that can keep us from being fruitless hypo­
crites is "faith in God , "  which has to be through Christ and 
founded on the Word. 



TEE AU'['HORITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
Mark 1 1 : 1 5-1 9 ,  27-33 

Intra: We have another divided passa"e (as ;re did last ;reek) . 

Vv. 1 5-1 9 describe Hhat took place in the Temule on Monday of 
the ,reek our Lord Has crucified; vv. 27-33 ,  in the Temple on 
Tuesday. 

Both events bring into question the authority of our Lord. 
That is the reason we have the Sanhedrin involved on both days. 
Cf. vv. 1 8 ,  27 . 

The Lord had been in the Temple on Sunday (v. 1 1 ) ,  but at that 
time He only "looked round about upon all things . "  On Monday, 
ho'"ever, the situation was different , and so He have • •  

1 .  THE CLEAl'lSING OF THE TEI>!PLE (Mark 1 1 :  1 5-1 9 ) .  

Outwardly things might have looked like the people ;rere do­
in" as Moses had commanded the people in the OT, but it ,,,auld 
not take long to discover that things "rere very, very Hrong. 

The Sanhedrin had a strangle hold on the people.  They were 
required to purchase their sacrifices right there. 'fhe Sa.l1-
hedrin had sold to certain ones the privilege of buying and 
selling in the Temple .  The fact that "doves" are mentioned 
is an indication that they Here robbing the poor, too. Cf. 
Lev. 5 : 7 ;  1 2: 8 .  

The money-changers were there too. Evidently the Temple tax 
had to be paid in shekels,  and so JeHs coming from other 
parts of the Horld \'lOu.ld have to g-et their money changed.  
This also cost money, and the Sanhedrin got its  cut out of 
all of this. 

More than this ,  v. 16 tells us that the Temple "laS being used 
as a short-cut by people "rho Here going from one part of the 
city to another. 

Thus, '''hat a perverted idea people Here getting about the 
Lord. Salvation "'as primarily a matter of '-Iorks and eS]leci­
ally of paying money. The Holy Temple ",as no longer holy. 
It had become like the market outside. 

Note ,;hat the Lord did according to vv. 1 5 ,  1 6 . 

Then "He taught" the people as an explanation for ",hat He 
",as doing. He took them to the Scriptures: Isa. 56 : 7 . 

Every detail of v. 1 7  is extremely important . 



v. 1 7 :  
1 )  Note first that He � teaching. He took them to the 

':lord . It is only as people know the Scriptures that the:v 
",ill be able to kn01f "'hat God wants them to do . 

2) He emphasizes the permanent character of the Hord of God. 
It is not revised for every generation. "Is it not 
written, "  or, � it � stand written � the unchang­
ing liford of God? 

3)  The 'tlord teaches that the Temple 1fas God ' s  house.  No­
body there seemed to have that conception at all .  

4) It wa.s "the house of prayer"--for worship, for sacrifice 
to God,  for all kinds of prayer--BUT NOT FOR FINANCIAL 
PROFIT ! 

Inestimable damage has been done to people because of 
the way the things of God have been perverted by those 
who claim to be the people of God, and especially by 
those who are supposed to be men of God. 

5) "For all nations. "  God has alwaysbeen concerned about 
the salvation of the Gentiles.  It is generally believed 
that most of this business ,,,as taking place in the court 
of the Gentiles. Thus, it even perverted God' s-COncern 
for Gentiles. 

"!hat had they done with j t? The I,ord spares no words. He 
exposes the ",hole mess .  It  ",as run by thieves. A den is a 
place where thieves hide out so as to escape detection. Re­
ligious thieves make the Temple their den because no one 
;TOuld think that you ",auld find any thieves there ! 

't/hat was the result? It was twofold: 
1 ) 

2) 

"The scribes and chief priests" resented it!  And there 
was nothing less than murder in their hearts .  

But, in spite of this ,  they were afraid of Him. 
"All the people were astonished at his doctrine . tI It is 
,·,onderful to see how people respond to teaching, and they 
,.;rere no exception! 

And SO the Lord left the city and (probably) returned for the 
night to Bethany. 

The next day (Tuesday) , after the explanation about the cursing 
of the fig tree, 1fe have 

II. THE TRIAL BY THE SAlfHEDRIN (Mark 1 1 : 27-33) . 

The use of "the" 3x in v. 27 indicates that this was much 
more than just a chance meeting. They � to Him. 

They just had one question: "By what authority doest thou 
these things?" 

Matthew and Luke indicate in their Gospels that the Sanhedrin 



!1'!nT)'" 1 1 : 1 �- 1 9 ,  27-�) ( -.z:: ) 

interrupted the J"ord as He ,;as teachinc and preaching the 
Gospel . SO THE SANHEDRIN MUST F-AVE BEEN OBJECTING TO THREE 
THINGS : 
1 )  What He had done in the Temple the day before. 
2) His teaching. 
3) His preaching of the Gospel. 

� in this position not only reveal their ignorance of the 
Word of God, but they � show their rejection of the ,lord. 

Their question meant : "!ho ordained you? 

One writer makes this comment : 
" • • • there '.'las no principle more firmly established 
by universal consent than that authoritative teachinc 
required previous authorisation. Indeed, this logic­
ally follOl;ed from the principle of Rabbinism. All 
teachinc must be authoritative , since it was tradi­
tional--approved by authority, and handed down from 
teacher to disciple" (Edersheim, II, p.  381 ) .  

So not only did the Sanhedrin see to it that only ordained 
men were teaching as Rabbi ' s ,  but they carefu�ly supervized 
what they vJere teaching. 

This holds true today in many pJaces. You teach what you 
are told to teach. 

Cf. ;Ihat the scribes had said ;!as Hj_s authority in Mark 3 : 22 ,  
"And the scribes ;!ho came dOlm from Jerusalem said, 
He hath Beelzebub , and by the price of the demons 
casteth he out demons. " 

But read, too, Mark 1 : 22 ,  
"And they were astonished at his doctrine; for he 
taught them as one that had authority, and not as 
the scribes. " 

Also Mark 1 : 27 ,  
"And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned 
among themselves , sayinc, What thing is this? What ne;! 
doctrine is this? For with authority commandeth he 
even the unclean spirits ,  and they do obey him. " 

The Lord answered ;Iith a question--BUT NOTE THAT I SAID , 
ANSWERED! 

v. 30 - The authority of our Lord Jesus Christ is insepar­
ably tied in with the ministry of John the Baptist-­

especially with His baptism. 

This is why all four of the Gospel writers deal ;!ith the 
ministi"J of John the Baptist--AND PERI-fAPS I'IE HAVE COME TO 



mJST REASON AS TO � � BEGUTS WITH JOHN THE BAPTIST . 

Did John have divine authority for what he did? "\vas it from 
heaven, of of men?" 

Read Mark 1 : 2 ,  3 .  
1 )  \Vhere is it written? 
2) \fuo is speaking? 
3) \Vho is he speaking about? 
4)  \fuo ,/as he get tine ready for? 

\>Ihat was John' s baptism? \fuo was it who baptized the Lord? 
\fuat happened at His baptism? 

IVhat did John say about the Lord Jesus Christ? 
1�� Cf. John 1 : 1 5 , 27 , 30. 

Cf. John 1 : 29 .  
About our Lord' s baptism--cf. John 1 : 32-34, esp. v .  34. 

The men of the Sanhedrin knew that they were � the horns of 
a dilemma--"faced with a choice between equally unfavorable 
alternatives" (\>Iebster' s  New World Dictionary, p. 21 1 ) .  

Cf. Mark 1 1 : 31 ,  32. 

Concerning John the Baptist , "All men cOlmted John, that he 
was a prophet indeed. "  This ,iould mean ' that he had been 
raised up by God, that God had authorized JoP� to speak 
with a divinely inspired message for a time of great need 
in Israel . 

And sO they responded by saying, "We cannot tell , "  or better, 
\>Ie do not know. 

The Lord had anRl'i8red them. They had refused to anSl,er Him 
one way or the other. So the Lord knew that further discus­
sion ,muld be but a hypocritical waste of time. 

Concl: This question of authority is a question which every per­
son has to face.  \fuat do you accept as authority? 

1�� Yourself? 
Public opinion? 
The church? 

Or have you realized that all authority is ultimately in God, 
that He has expressed that authority in His Word, and that it 
has been expressed in the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ-­
which makes Him the most important person "'ho has ever lived in 
this ",orld. 

Note what the Word has to say about our Lord ' s  authority: 



1 ) 

2)  

4) 

5)  

" • • • the Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive 
sins" (Matt .  9 : 6 ) .  Also, Mark 2 : 1 0 ;  Luke 5 : 24.  
In John 5 : 27 our Lord says that the Father "hath given him 
authority to execute judgment also, because he is  the Son 
of man . 1t 
Cf. In. 1 7 :  2 ,  "As thou has:::t given him authority over all 
flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou 
hast given him. " 
Cf. Matt .  28: 1 8 ,  "And Jesus came and spoke unto them, saying, 
All authority is given unto me in heaven and in earth. " 
Finally, as Peter spoke of this in the house of Cornelius, 
>Ie have these >lords: Acts 1 0 : "34-43. 

Our Lord ' s  authority is universal . It is from God. It is  con­
firmed by the Word. His Word is  final . His >lill is sovereign. 
His >lork provides man >lith his only hope of salvation. 

To discover these truths and to enter believingly into them is 
the key that unlocks the treasures of God ' s  blessings for men. 



A PARA:<lL8 FOR PHARIS�'ES 
Mark 1 2: 1 - 12  

Intro: Our passage this morning is a continuation from chapter 
1 1 ,  vv. 27-33. 

The ;lOrd, "them , "  in v. 1 of ch. 1 2  refers to the Sanhedrin of 
1 1 : 27 .  

In 1 2: 1 2  John Mark tells us that the men of  the Sanhedrin "knew 
thatHe had spoken the parable against them."  1\ 

So it ",as not only for the Pharisees; it ",as for the whole San­
hedrin. And it was not only for them, but it was "against" them. 
It was a parableto show them ",hat they had done, and what the 
leaders of Israel before them had done. 

The importance of this parable is seen in the fact that it is 
recorded in all three of the Synoptic Gospels. Cf. : 
1 )  Matt .  21 : 33-46 . 
2) Luke 20: 9-1 9 .  

1 .  THE FACTS OF THE PARABLE. 

There probably ",as nothing "'hich a man might possess "'hich 
was a greater indication of ;Iealth than .§: vineyard. 

And--for a man to plant of vineyard, and then to let it out 
to others in return for a large percentage of the harvest , 
was a most common thing in our Lord ' s  day. 

Therefore , the parable which the Lord told ;ras lifted right 
out of their own times and circumstances. 

The 
the 
1 )  

�� 

4) 

5) 

preparation of a vineyard called for many things . Note 
de'tails in v. 1 :  
"A certain man,"  identified in v. 9 as "the lord of the 
vineyard. "  
"Planted" - It originated with him. 
"An hedge" - To separated his vineyard from his neigh­
bors, as \'Iell as to protect it from animals and from 
thieves.  It might be  .§: �, or .§: hedge of thorns--the 
last being probably the most effective. 
"The winefat , "  Old English for wine vat . 

It ",as usually cut out of stoneorrock,  hlO circular 
areas "'hich formed a figure "8" on the ground. One 
circle was larger and shallow; the other ;ras narro;rer, 
but deeper. The first ;IaS for the treading out of the 
grapes; the second was to catch the juice. 

Therefore, this spoke of � expected results.  
"The to;rer" - for protection, so that the keepers could 
see off in the distance. 



So far every thinE i s  true-to-1 Hp . 

And so is v. 2 .  

I . )  I 
\ , 

But ",hen � � to � � � down throul\'h v. 8 � � to 
the most far-fetched, the most fantastic, the most unbeliev­
able""""'StOr;y. that couldPos�y be told! IN TRUE UFE VERSE 
9 WOULD FOLLml VERSE 3 .  ( Read jt thi s ",ay. ) 

Quite obviously this departure from ",hat ",ould normally be 
expected is the main part of the parable. 

I I .  THE !<lEANING OF THE PARABLE. 

Anyone who is familiar with the Bible \{Quld think of Isa. 'i :  
1 -7 as he begins reading this chapter. That passage is the 
key to this.  

The owner of the vineyard is God. 

The vineyard is Israel . 

The husbandmen, or the tenants,  are the leaders of Israel-­
the judges,  the kings , the priests, the elders, and right on 
down to the Sanhedrin. 

The servants are the prophets. Cf. 2 Chron. 36: 1 5 , 1 6 :  

"And the Lord God of their fathers sent t o  them by 
his messengers , rising up early and sending, because 
he had compassion on his people,  and on his d",elling 
place. But they mocked the messengers of God, and 
d.espised his words, and misused his prophets, until 
the wrath of the Lord arose against his people,  till 
there ",as no remedy. " 

Cf. also Jer. 25: 3-7 ; Neh. 9 : 26 :  
"Nevertheless, they ",ere disobedient , and rebelled 
against thee ,  and cast thy law behind their backs, 
and slel1 thy prophets "'ho testified against them to 
return to thee, and they "'Tought great pTovocations . "  

'i'he "one son, his "ell-beloved • • • the heir" is our Lord 
Lord Jesus Christ. Cf. the following Scriptures: 
1 )  John 3 : 1 6 . 
2)  Having just spoken of John the Baptist , the last of the 

prophets,  cf. "'hat the Father said at the baptism of the 
Son in !<latt .  3 : 1 7 .  

3 )  Going back, cf. Gen. 22: 2 .  
4)  Rom. 8: 32 .  

So  no", the picture is clear. 



But before Vie go on to the r;onclusion, let � note how � 
,;as actually fulfilled in Israel : 
1) Israel Has planted by the Lord - Ex. 1 5: 1 7 :  

"Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the 
mountain of thine inheritance ,  in the ulace,  0 Lord, 
which thou hast made of thee to dHel1 in, in the 
sanctuary, 0 Lord, Hhich they hands have establishedl' 

Cf. 2 Sam. 7 : 1 0 ,  
"Moreover, I ",ill apppoint a place for my people,  
I srael , and Hill plant them, that they may dwell 
in a place of their O\'ln, and move no more " 

2 )  The hedge of separation, cf. Lev. 20: 24 ,  26, 
"And ye shall be holy ,mto me ; for I, the Lord, 
am holy, and have severed you (or, separated you) 
from other people ,  that ye should be mine • • •  " 
(v. 26) . In v. 24b, " I  am the Lord your God, who 
have separated you from other people . "  

3 )  Both the hedge and the tower - for protection: Psa. 
1 21 (in part) , 

"Behold ,  he who keepeth Israel shall neither slumber 
nor sleep. The Lord is thy keeper • • • The Lord 
shall preserve thee from all evil;  he shall pre­
serve thy soul . The Lord shall preserve thy going 
out and thy coming in from this time forth, and 
even for evermore . "  

And think of how all of these truths apply to the Church as 
well as to Israel . 

-- - -

COULD THERE BE A GREATER DISPLAY OF THE GRACE OF GOD? 

Taking the question from Isa. 5 ,  "WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN DONE 
MORE TO MY VINEYARD, THAT I HAVE NOT DONE IN IT?" (v. 4a) . 

DO YOU KNOW OF ANY PARALLEL SITUATION IN ALL OF HUMA}T HIS­
TORY? 

\Vhat oould be the only outcome? "What shall ,  therefore , the 
lord of the Vineyard do?" Read v. 9 .  The Hord translated, 
"destroy, "  is  the same as the Hord, "perish , "  in John 3: 1 5 , 
1 6. THE LORD WILL NOT DESTROY THE VINEYARD , BUT THE LEADERS 
ARE DOOMED. 

III.  ADDITIONAL CONFIRMATION (Mark 1 2 :  1 0 ,  1 1 ) .  

Will you note hOH the Lord tries first one Hay 
another to reach the hearts of the Sanhedrin? 
not get the point of the parable, perhaps they 
in Scripture . 

and then 
If they do 
"fill see it 

He asks, "Have you not even read this Scripture?" (NASB) .  
It is from Psa. 1 1 8: 22 ,  23--THE VERY PSALM FROM WHICH THE 



IV. 

HOSANNA' S OF THE TRIUMPHAL EWrRY ,fERE TAKEN - "B] essed is  
He that cometh in the name of  the Lord" (Mark 1 1 : 9) . 

Israel is now pictured as a building. 

The Lord Jesus Christ , rejected by Israel for any part in 
that building, has been made "the head of the corner"--the 
most important stone, architecturally, in the "hole building 
because it governed every angle in the building. It ;ras 
placed first, and every other stone ;ras adapted to it ,  got 
its position from the head stone. 

But , \'/ho did this? Did Israel? NO! 

"This is the Lord' s doing. " 

If it had not been for God, 
--there would have been no Israel. 
--there would have been no "head of the corner, II 

--there ;rould have been no salvation. 

And, in a coming day, Israel will say, "And it is marvelous ," 
amazing, wonderful , passing human comprehension, "in our 
eyes. " 

Individual men, even the leaders of Israel , can reject the 
Lord, but NO ONE CAl'T NULLIFY HIS PROMISES NOR HIS PURPOSES . 

'.vHE OUTCOME AT 'mAT TIME (Mark 1 2 :  1 2) .  
that Mark uses ,  ending ;rith "they left 
\\fay. " 

What a tragedy! 

Note all the verbs 
Him, and "ent their 

Concl: Notice that , 
--in vv. 1 -5  "e have � past ; 
--in vv. 6-1 1 VIe have "hat "as then and still partly 

is ,  the future . 
--in v. 1 2 ,  "'hat ",as then, the present. 

Is there anything like the grace of God? 

And hml absolutely it is beyond Our understanding that the Lord 
",auld be trying to reach the Sanhedrin "hile He kne" that they 
\'!anted to kill Him--Al'TD WOULD ! 

But ",hy is it here? THINK ABOUT HOW IT APPLIES TO YOU. WHAT IS  
THE LORD DOING TO MANIFEST HIS GRACE WHEN YOU SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN 
JUDGMENT LONG AGO? 

For those of us \1ho kno;r the Lord--\'/e must never forget the truth 
of vv. 1 0 ,  1 1 .  
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ONE QUESTION, TWO ANSWERS 
Mark 1 2: 1 2-17  

Intro: After the Lord had spoken the parables to the Pharisees 
(only one of which is given by Mark) ,  the Pharisees went 

away to devise a plan as to "how they might entangle Him in His 
talk" (Matt. 22: 1 5) .  They were afraid to take Him themselves,  
but perhaps they could get Him to say something "so they might 
deliver Him to the power and authority of the governor" (Luke 
20: 20b) .  

One of the most amazing things about this account is  that the 
Pharisees sent their disciples back with � !! �  Herodians. 

Once before Mark mentioned the Pharisees and the Herodians to­
gether: Mark 3:6.  This is the last time that he mentions either 
of them. 

Let us look for a moment at 

I. OUR LORD' S  OPPONENTS. 

A. The Pharisees. 

• • • 

Historians have estimated that there were probably about 
6 ,000 in our Lord' s  day. 

They were outwardly devoted to the Mosaic Law. But they 
also had their oral traditions which were supposed to 
explain the Law, but , in many cases,  nullified it. Cf. 
Mark 7 : 1 -13 .  

Their life was primarily an external formality. They 
were ritualists, but also hypocrites. 

They were devoted to the national interests of Israel, 
but this devotion was not motivated by their love for 
God, but by a hunger for power. THE MOST SCATHING WORDS 
OF DENUNCIATION WHICH OUR LORD SPOKE HERE ON EARTH WERE 
DIRECTED TO THE PlWUSEES! 

AND--they were always in conflict with the Herodians. 
But � enemies .h!!::!! !: common enemy, those enemies .2!!:!!. 
become allies for the conflict. That is what had hap­
pened here ! -- -

B. The Herodians. 

They were a political party, not a religious sect. 

They accepted the Herods as the rightful rulers of Isr� 
They were ambitious politically, and probably were not 
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partically devoted to Herod. They were opposed to the 
Lord because they believed that He was a threat to Herod. 

Summary: Thus , Israel was divided. Both groups were popular 
with certain people, but both groups were foroed to acoept 
the inevitable: taxation � �. But the Pharisees were 
popular primarily with the people, while the Herodians were 
popular with the government of the Herods. But taxation was 
clearly an iSBue. No man could express his opinion without 
making enemies as well as friends. 

II. THEIR SUBTLE APPROACH (Mark 1 2 : 1 3-1 5a) . 

The expression, "to oatoh Him in His words, "  means that they 
were hunting our Lord like you would hunt animals.  They were 
setting a very neatly prepared trap, and they hoped, at last, 
to take Him. 

Luke tells us that they were "spies, who should feign them­
selves as righteous men" (Luke 20: 20).  

Mark tells us, however, that the Lord knew "their hypocrisy," 
i .e . , � they !!!£! just putting � an aot. But they were 
raising one of the hottest issues of the day. 

�: We have the preachers and the politioians conspiring 
together when the issue they raised was not primarily 
what they were concerned about. 

Now--whenever a person wants to conceal his real motives and 
his real objective, it is best to mix in a little bit of the 
truth. This is what the Pharisees and the Herodians did in 
v. 1 4--� lli! � all according to their plan! 

What they said about the Lord Jesus Christ was perfeotly 
true: 

--He always taught "the way of God" (emphatic) .  This 
means that He was teaching them how God wanted them to 
live. 

--He never deviated from the truth. There was a marvelous 
consistency about His teaching. 

--He did not regard the person of men, or, lit. , � � �  
see the face of menl He never changed the truth to 
please-the peopl�o were listening to Him; to Him, 
truth was truth, and He taught it that way. 

WHAT A LESSON THIS IS FOR ALL WHO TEACH THE WORD OF GOD! 

And notice that the Pharisees and Herodians began by calling 
Him, "Master,"  or, Teacher. They did not really accept Him 
as a Teacher, but they wanted to give the impression that 
they were interested in becoming His disciplesl 
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Nicodemus used the same term with the Lord in John 3:2,  but 
what a difference there was! 

In John 7 : 14 ,  1 5  we read, 
"Now, at about the midst of the feast, Jesus went up 
into the temple ,  and taught. And the Jews marveled, 
saying, Row knoweth this man letters, having never 
learned?" 

III. THE QUESTION: "Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or 
not?" 

"Lawful" means here, right l!!. .2 sight of God, consistent 
� .2 Word of God. 

Note what the Lord did with the denarius. This was the poll 
tax which was under question. It had to be paid every year. 
It was levied against individuals, and the Jews hated it 
more than any other tax. To the devout Jew it meant recog­
nizing the authority of Caesar and rejecting Jehovah as 
Israel ' s  King. 

So this issue is placed squarely before the Lord. Now He 
seems to be � the hons .2£ !. dilemma. 

IV. OUR LORD'S  TWO ANSWERS (Mark 12: 1 7 )  • 

A. "Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar 's . "  

He does not hold back on the truth for the sake of any 
person' s  favor. Ris answer is an unequivocal , YESl 

Feter echoes these words of our Lord, 
"Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for 
.2 Lord's  �, whether it be to the king, a� 
supreme, Or unto governors, as unto them that are 
sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for 
the praise of them that do well. � .!!2 is the � 
if God, that with well-doing ye may put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men" ( 1  Pet. 2: 1 3-1 5) . 

And Paul agrees: 
"Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is  no power but of God; the powers that be 
are ordained of God. Whosoever, therefore, resist­
eth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God • • • 

For this cause pay ye tribute also; for they are 
God' s  ministers, attending continually upon this 
very thing" (Rom. 1 3: 1 ,  2a, 6) .  

If  a child of God wants to do the will of God in this 
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matter, then he can do only one thing: PAY HIS TAXES ! 

One of the most blasphemous things that is happening in 
our � is the impression that some people are giving 
that our Lord was a politioal revolutionary. HE WAS NOT I 
With the present meaning of the word, that term should 
never be used of our Lord. We may not agree with all 
that is going on; that is not the issue. The issue is 
this: If we want to de the will of God regarding govern­
ment, then we: are to be in subj eotion to our government. 
If our Lord, and Peter, and Paul , would write this when 
Rome was in power, then it need not be changed for any 
other governaent. 

But this is not all . 

:So " • • • and to God the things that are God I S . " 

!h! commentaries praotioally ignore � !!!:2! � � 
� � �--and yet this is perhaps the most import­
ant part of what He had to say. 

One of the interesting things about this statement is 
our Lord' s  use of the word, "Render. " It is different 
from mere giving (see v. 1 4) .  It means � �, as in 
the p8.3'lIlent of a debt. We owe our taxes to our govern­
ment, � there .!!::! � !!.2!!!.! thi!l/\'s whioh :!!. .2! � �. 

Do you see how the Lord is reaohing out to these men? 
They asked an insinoere question, but He answered it any­
way. AND HE ANSWERED MORE THAN THEY ASKED BECAUSE RE 
WANTED THEM TO KNOW THAT A MAN COULD MEET ALL OF HIS 
OBLIGATIONS WITH RESPECT TO GOVERNMENT AND STILL NOT 
TAKE CARE OF THE GREATEST OF ALL ISSUES : HIS OBLIGATION 
TO QQill. 

-

What was the Lord referring to? What is inoluded in our 
debt to God? 

The oomplete answer could not be given this morning, or 
even in a week. 

But let me give you three examples in olosing so that 
you will know what to look for as you read the Word of 
God. These three should inolude, and do include, every 
person who is here this morning. They are: 
1 )  Mark 1 2: 28-30, right here in our ohapter. But place 

John 5 :23 along with this: 
"That all men should honor the Son, even as 
they honor the Father. He that honoreth not 
the Son honoreth not the Father, who sent Him. " 

Cf. John 1 4: 21 . 



2) 

3) 
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Mark 1 2: 31 . But you cannot love your neighbor as 
yourself until you love God with all your heart . 
This follows the other. As in our passage this morn­
ing, our Lord could not just give one answer without 
g�v�ng two ; 
1 Cor. 6: 1 9, 20. Also Rom. 1 2: 1 ,  2. 

Concl: I trust this morning that the issue whioh the Pharisees 
and Herodians raised with our Lord is clear to each one 

of us. A Christian who disobeys his government dishonors the 
Name of the Lord. 

But I trust that the seoond issue is just as olear. 

They are not in conflict at all . There are debts that we owe to 
government, and there are debts that we owe to God. They are 
spoken of in this way because we have no choioe but to p�. A 
debt is an obligation whioh must be settled. There is no room 
for argument or discussion. The man who refuses to � his taxe& 
must take the oonsequences. The man who fails to reoognize that 
he also has a debt t. God which must be paid will suffer eternal 
oonsequences. 
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A TWOFOLD IGNORANCE 
Mark 1 2 : 1 8-27 

Intro: We have been seeing different groups, opposed to the 
Lord Jesus, coming in succession to get Hia to B� some­

thing that would turn the people against Him and/or turn the 
government against Him: 
1 � First, the Sanhedrin (Mark 1 1 : 27-33) . 
2 Then, the Pharisees and the Herodians (Mark 1 2: 1 3-17) .  
3 !!!, the Sadducees. 

With the exception of the Sanhedrin and the Pharisees, these 
groups were not friendly toward each' other, but they were united 
in their hatred of the Lord and in their desire to do aw� with 
Him. 

Let us note every detail in the account before us this morning. 

1 .  THE SADDUCEES AND THEIR QUESTION (Mark 1 2: 1 8-23) .  

A. The Questioners (Mark 1 2: 1 8) .  

Before we note who they were , be sure to note their 
dramatic entrance. It is like they were saying, The 
others !:!!:!! failed. !l!!!!. would YfilU expect? But l2.!! 
at :!!!!i � will do to Him. We !i!::! .2 challpions. And 
.!! have !: guestion .!!!!:i .!! .2!!! .2!!l answer I 

But who were the Sadducees? 

Two passages in Acts help USI 
1 )  Acts 5: 1 7 ,  

"Then the high priest rfilse up, and all they that 
were with him (which is the sect of the Saddu­
cees) ,  and were filled with indignation. "  

2 )  Acts 23:8, 

Thus, 

"For the Sadducees say that there is no resur­
rection, neither angel , nor spirit; but the 
Pharisees confess both. " 

1 )  They were a p�iestly sect, an elite group, very 
strong, but not too influential with the people. 

2) They were rationalistic--Campbell Morgan (Mark, p. 
264) calls them flippant rationalists. 

They rejected the resurrection because they did not be­
lieve that Moses had ever mentioned it. They also re­
jected the traditions of the elders, holding, as we 
lmlld ,  t'hii:t only the written Word was authoritative. 
Some say that they only accepted the books of Moses ;  
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others say that they accepted the entire OT. Whichever 
was true, Moses and his books were their chief authority. 
This is the reason-you have the emphasis on: 
1 )  "Moses wrote" (v. 1 9 ) .  
2) The Lord calls the Word of God, ".!!!!, scriptures,"  

that which has been written. 
3) �Lord' s  questIOil: "Have yo net read in the .E.!.!!£ 

of Moses • • •  ?" (v. 26) .  

The origin of the name, Sadducees, is not certain, but 
there is strong evidence that it goes back to Zadok who 
was the high priest during David' s  reign, the ;;;-Who 
anointed Solomon as David' s successor! 

Mark says, "They asked Hill. II This •• ans mere thaA just 
a question which the Lord could SAswer, or not answer. 
It means � they � insolently demanding � .:El:!! 
� answer their guestion--which they felt would deal 
a death-blow to the doctrine of the resurrection! 

B. The Scriptural basis for their question (Mark 1 2: 1 9 ) .  

See the emphasis that they give to Moses instead of to 
� �. "Meses wrote." 

They are referring to Deut. 25: 5, 6,  without pretending 
to quote it: 

"If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, 
and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not 
marry outside the faaily unto a strarager; her hus­
band's  brother shall go in unto her, and take her 
to him as his wife, and perform the duty of an hus­
band' s brother unte her. And it shall be, that the 
first-born whom she beareth shall succeed in the 
name ,'of his brother who is dead, that his name be 
net put out of Israel."  

It is always impressive when people use the Scriptures, 
BUT our Lord will show befere we get through this pass­
age that we need to note HOW they use the Word of God. 
II i! possible .!! teach the � !!. Q!2" in .!.l!a!! : � 
� !h!  resulting doctrine i! heresy. 

C.  The proposed problem (Mark 1 2 : 20-22 ) .  

You can sense that the Sadducees has used this before-­
� �  great success! 

It is obviously a made-up story, but conceivably it 
could happen. If any doctrine of Scripture can be sub­
jected to any true test, and fail , then it should be 
seriously questisned. 



The ridiculous illustration was designed to make the 
doctrine of the resurrection appear even more ridicul­
ous. No one had been able}o give them an answer before. 

Seven brothers had had one wife. None of the. had had 
children. Then the woman died. 

D. The �uestion (Mark 1 2 : 23) . 

Evidently the Sadducees felt that if one had had a child, 
then there would have been no case for them. But they 
felt that they had an air-tigat case to present to the 
Lord. 

II. THE LORD I S ANSWER (Mark 1 2: 24-21) • 

A. The real problem--in the form of a �uestion (Mark 1 2 : 24). 

AS THE LORD DID WITH THE SANHEDRIN, AND THEN WITH THE 
PHARISEES AND THE HERODIANS, HE WILL ANSWER THEIR QUES­
TION, BUT HE WILL ALSO GET TO THE IlEAL QUESTION THAT 
THEY NEED TO FACE. 

� !!!!:! problem .!!! � � Sadducees !!!! suffering 
from a twofold ignorance: 
D"Ye know not the scriptures."  

Be sure til) remember this. The fact that a man can 
quote Scripture, or Bhow some knowledge of the Bible,  
does not"lI.ean that they know what they are talking 
about. 

2) "Ye know not • • •  the power of God. " 
No knowledge of the Scriptures iB true knowledge 

if it leaves me with deficient views of the power, 
the sovereign omnipotence, of the living Godl 

The reason the Sadducees denied the supernatural as they 
did was becauBe they did not really believe in or know 
God as He is revealed in Scripture. 

-- -----

Note the following illustrations fro. Scripture: 
1 )  Paul said to King Agrippa, "Why should it be thought 

a thing incredible with you, that God should raise 
thec' dead?" (Acts 26:8) .  

2) When Sarah laughed when the Lord told Abraham that 
she would have a son in her old age, the Lord asked 
Abraham (because he, too, could have been affected 
by Sarah's  unbelief) , "Is anything too hard for the 
Lord?" (Gen. 1 8 : 14a) .  

3 )  Just this past week many of us have been reading in 
Num. 1 1  about how God promised the Israelites meat 
in the wilderness. When even Moses found it imposs­
ible to believe, the Lllrd responded with, "Is the 
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Lord' s  band become short?" Or, as the NASB has it, 
"Is the Lord ' s  power limited? Now you shall see 
whether my word will come true for you or not" (Num. 
1 1 : 23 ) .  

And it did--with quail stacked .!.!!. cubits high all 
around the camp of Israel! 

4) Or, remember what we read in Mark 10 :27 when the 
Lord was talking about how hard it was fer rich men 
te be saved: "With men it is iapossible, but not 
wi th God; for with GGd all things are pessible. " 

5) MY wife and I read this week that prayer offered by 
the early Church when they had been threatened by 
the Sanhedrin "not to speak at all nor teach in the 
name of Jesus" (Acts 4:18) .  �eir prayer began this 
way: "Lord, thou art God, who hast made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all thea in them is" (Acts 
4:24b) .  

6) Read Paa 46 with its "be still, and know that I am 
GGd" (v. 10a) . Just before the Psalmist had written, 
"The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; He 
uttered His voice, the earth melted" (v. 6 ) .  

7)  Cf. Eph. 3 : 20, 21 . 

YOU CANNOT KNOW THE SCRIPTURES WITHOUT KNOWING THE POWER 
OF GOD. IF YOU ARE DEFICIENT IN ONE, YOU WILL CERTAINLY 
BE DEFICIENT IN THE OTHER. 

But note another very interesting thing: The Lord said 
that they erred. Cf. vv. 24, 27. What does this lIIean? 
It lIIeans that seaeene � led !h!! astray, someone � 
deceived !h!!, � � !h!! .!m! error. 

What dees this mean? 

It means that man naturally will believe in God, in His 
power, and even in life after death, UNLESS someone has 
specifically taught him and deceived him into NOT believ­
ing itl What insight this gives us into man's  under­
standing of the truth--what he knows even apart from the 
revelation of Scripture I It is so great that Paul con­
cluded that every man was "without excuse" (Rem. 1 : 20b) .  

The atheist or the rationalist really has his wor�cut out 
fer himl 

B. The twofold answer--for their twofold ignorance (Mark 
12: 25-27). 

Again, as in the past, note the Lord' s graciousness in 
answering the questions His enemies presented to Him. 

1 .  Concerning the power of God (Mark 12:25) . 



How do you answer rationalists? With the truth of 
God' s  Word. If they are to be reached, it is the 
Word that the Spirit of God will use to bring con­
viction--net huaan reason! 

The Lord here reveals something which had never been 
made known before. This is furtlter evidence of His 
Deity. God has not made known everything. He ImOWIl 
many things we do not know. Instead of just stopp­
ing with resurrection, the Lord even went beyond to 
say that God was going to do even more than they 
thought with our resurrection bodies. When there is 
no sin, there will be no death, and with death, theD! 
will be no need for more children. So, in that re­
spect, we will be "as the angels who are in heaven."  

You never heard of angel marriages, nor of angel 
children! A new order will be in effect when we get 
to heaven. The Sadducees were ignorant of this! 

Let us not be led into error by the assumption that 
we know everything! 

2.  Concerning the Scriptures (Mark 1 2: 26,  27) .  

Did Moses ever refer to resurrection? 

Yes!  

How? 

:By using for the first time the Name with which the 
Lord madeJiI.SeIf known t;'""Mues at the burning 
bush: "I am the Ged of Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob."  

When you and I read this in Ex. 3 :6  and 15 ,  we can 
see part of the truth. BU'l' NO'1'E WHAT THE LORD SAYS , 
"And as teuching the dead, 1!!!:i they riae, have ye 
not read • • • ?" 

A "dead" pers,m is a person whose body is in the 
grave. In order for Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be 
spoken of as "living,"  they would have to be resur­
rected! 

Concl: How soundly the Lord aRswered and silenced the Sadduceem 
Matthew adds: "And when the Jm1ltitude heard (this) , 

they were astonished at his doctrine" (Matt. 22: 33) . 

Are you overlooking anything in the Word? Do you really know the 
Lord, and His power? Let no man deceive you; what you are in­
clined to believe is really true, and confirmed by Scripture ! 



CB - 3/4/73 a.m. 

WHAT GOD WANTS MOST OF ALL 
Mark 1 2 :28-34 

Intra: At this point in the Gospel of Mark and in the life of 
our Lord He was being subjected to a series of questions 

by different groups of Israelites who stood in opposition to 
Him. Today we come to question #4. The, first three and the 
questioners were: 

- - -

1) The Sanhedrin had asked Him in Mark 1 1 :  28a, "By what authori­
ty doest thou these things?" 

2) The Pharisees and the Herodians asked Him in Mark 1 2 : 14b, 
" I s  i t  lawful t o  give tribute to Caesar, o r  not?" 

3)  The Sadducees asked Him in Mark 1 2 : 23 ,  after telling about 
seven brothers who were all married to the same woman in 
succession without any of thea having children by her, "In 
the resurrection, therfore , when they shall rise, whoae' wife 
shall ahe be of thea? For the seven had her to wife. "  

In turn, the Lord had not only answered them, but He had soundly 
defeated them in their attempts to trick Him into saying some­
thing that would discredit Him and give thea some basis for an 
accusation against Him. 

Each one had failed. 

Now we are ready for • • • 

1 .  THE FOURTH QUESTION (Mark 1 2 :28 ) .  

Only Matthew gives this besides Mark. The passage sometimes 
given as a paralllel froa Luke does not fit into this situa­
tion. Cf. Luke 10:25-37. 

Matthew says that it wall "a. la.wyer," which could have meant 
a scribe, and also says that he was "testing Him" (Matt. 22: 
35) . 

Mark does not give us the impression, however, that this 
scribe was as hostile in his attitude as the questioners 
before hia had been. There seeas to be a sincerity about 
his question, although from the fact that Matthew tells us 
that our Lord ' s  answer to the Sadducees had drawn the Phari­
aees and the Sadducees together, they undoubtedly hoped that 
the scribes question would acoomplish what theirs had not! 

It would also appear that the Lord may have been asked this 
question on other occasions. ll !!!:! � .!f.  � majn ques';' • 

tions dilicussed .!!z � � l!! � Lord ' s  .9::!!:z. 

This is it: "WHICH IS THE FIRST COMMANII'IENT OF ALL?" 

Before we look at the question, let us discover what we can 



about the scribes. � �  they? 

Three things ef iapertaaoe need te be noted: 
1 )  It was their business to interpret the Law fer the 

people. 
2)  Therefere, they were always investigating the intricate 

matters of the Law--as this one seeas to be doing here. 
3)  Beoause af the nature of their werk, "they were enrelled 

in the Suhedrin" (Thayer, p. 1 21 ) .  And they were cles8-
ly associated with the Pharisees. 

This scribe had heard the disoussien, sr disputatien ("rea­
ssning" oan mean both or either) , and had been iapressed 
with the answers the Lerd had given. 

Therefore, he wanted to know � first csaaandaent. 

The Jews recognized 61 3--248 positive, 365 negative. They 
also pointed out in cennectien with theae laws that 61 3 was 
the nnaber ef the letters in the Decalegue, the Ten Ceamand­
ments, that 248 was the nnaber of parts in the huaan body, 
and that 365 was the nUllber of days in the year--all of 
which meana nething. 

But how ceuld yOU tell what was the aest important of all of 
these? THIS WOULD BE IMPORTANT! 

People often ask, Where do yOU begin in the Bible? What do 
I need to learn first? What book should I start with? 

One cODllllon answer to Question #4 was to !!!!! either � pen­
al ty � � blellSing which .2! proldlled. And thill is not a 
bad answer. We note that soae violationll were punishable by 
death. Others were not. This would tend to make these whio. 
brought on the death penalty aore serious and aere impertant 
than ethers. 

Using this as a basis the Jews had come up with the idea that 
the follawing were extremely impertaat: 
1 � Laws that had to do with � offeringS. 
2 Laws that had to do with !e! Sabbath. 
3 Laws that had to do with cironacisien. 

Obviously a "coamandaent" wasl 
1 )  A pescribed rule which had to be obeyed. It oeuld net 

be ohanged in any way. 
2) It was soaething whioh man had to do . Se we can see 

where their attention was centered--not on what the Lord 
might do for them, but on what they had to do fer the 
Lerd. 

II.  THE LORD ' S  ANSWER (Mark 1 2: 29-31 ) .  



Mark 1 2 : 28-34 � 3 )  

Note: By our Lord ' s  answer we see two very illuminatimg 
things: 
1 ) The answer was in the Scripturea--as are all af 

the answera to life ' s  aost important questions. 
2) The answer was in a very fa.iliar Scripture--one 

which every devout Jew quoted morning and evening 
as a part of his devotions. 

How often even to� people already have the 
answer that they are seeking and do not know that 
they have it! E.g. , John 3: 1 6. 

The answer has three parts: 

A. A doctrinal part (Mark 1 2 :29 ) .  

Originally God had aaid by Moses to Israel, "�, 0 
Iarael: The Lord our God is one Lord." 

What this meant is repeated by the scribe in v.  32b: 
"For there is one God, and there is no other 
but he. "  

So Jehovah is not only God, but He is the only God. HOW 
IMPORTANT IT WAS FOR EVERY JEW TO KNOW THIS AND TO BE- · 
LIJl9Iil THAT IT WAS TRUE. 

- -

If you do not believe this, you will not be prepared for 
what follows. 

B. The theological part--the part that has to do with God 
(Mark 1 2: 30 ) .  

I t  i s  8111azing that: 
1 )  We would read what we do here--and what the Jews 

read in Deut. 6:4, 5,  and that • • • 

2) God would even have to say anyth1:ng like this! 

Can you believe it? THE ONE THING THAT GOD WANTS ABOVE 
ALL ELSE, THE GREATEST COMMAJIDMENT IN ALL OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT, IS FOR US TO LOVE HIM! - - - - - -

"Love" is a deliberate, intelligent choice of God, caus­
ing us to pursue Hia, and to give ourselves to Him. 

God is not seeking blind love, ignorant affection. You 
cannot really love a person until you know hia, until 
you find out if he appeals to you. Then you seek hia, 
and let hi. know that you want to give yourself to hia. 
This is the kind of love God wants.  And it must, there­
fore, follow that the better we know Him, the more we 
will love Him. This is true of any real love--BUT IT IS 
NOT TRUE OF THE KIND OF LOVE WHICH IS NOTHING MORE THAN 



Mark 1 2 : 28-34 \4) 

LUST ! 

This is behind Paul ' s  words in Phil. 3: 10. 

But what does this involve? Our Lord explains with four 
phrases: 

1 .  "With all thy heart. "  Note that the word, "all , "  is 
given 4 times. 

2. 

"Keart" simply means it _at be an inward, genuine 
feeling, as opposed to that which is outward pre­
tense and simulation. The scribes and the Pharisees 
were notorious for their hypocrisy. 

"With all thy soul . "  Our love for the Lord must be 
with feeling, with emotion. "Soul" can be false too, 
but it is safe when it is preceded with "heart . "  
The Lord wants us to love Him, and act like it. 
There is life to real love! 

"With all thy mind."  The L .. rd adds a part which 
neither the Hebrew Old Testaaent , n .. r the LXX, nor 
the scribe used in v. ��. 

"Hind" comes from two words in the original vkich 
lit. mean, through .:lli! �, i . e . , THE UNDERSTANDING , 
THE REASOHING, THE INTELLIGENCE, BY CA1iEFULLY THINK­
ING IT ALL OUT! 

This is where the truths of the Word of God come in. 
This is where experience helps us--ours , and the ex­
perience., of others, i. e. , what we see, what we hear 
hear about , what we read. etc. 

If you are a thinking Christian, you will love G .. d 
more and Blore l 

4. "With all thy strength."  This means that you are to 
devote all of your energies to express your love for 
God. 

But , look! The Lord is not through. Before Ke finishes, He 
gives a second commandment which is so closely related to 
the first that they cannot be considered separately • • • 

C. The anthropological part--the part that has to do with 
man (Mark 1 2 : 3 1 ) .  

It is the same word for "love , "  but it has man as its 
object. How amazing to see these two brought together 
in this way by our Lord I 



III. 

IV. 

Mark 1 2 : 28-34 ( 5 )  

Who is my "neighbor"? He i s  anybody near enough for me 
to help--whether believer, or not! 

How is my love to be extended to men? !! l �  !yself. 
We need to care for people, to be interested in thea, 
to think in terms of helping them. Study the life of our 
Lord in this connection. 

Cf. Rom. '13:8-10; 1 5: 1 ,  2 ;  GaJ.. 5 : 13 ,  1 4; Jas. 2:8. 
The Lord is quoting from Lev. 19: 18,  but this verse is 
referred to in all of the above passages. 

And the above writers merely repeated in similar words 
what Matthew says our Lord repeated at the end: "On 
these hang all the law and the prophets . "  Cf. Matt .  22: 
40. 

What does this mean? It means that all of the Old Testa­
ment (and now the New Testament) is written to tell us 
how to obey these two basic commandments .  

Cf. 1 John 4:20, 21 . 

THE SCRIBE ' S  RESPONSE (Mark 1 2: 32, 33) "'->1-6 -rn.-.l1'''' I!> "-'-"- 1114 
• "'T'o "'-4-\o,.s.E.. l,i.)t-\-os.� Hcs.�(L-rS 

A-n.e. ope."" . 
It is enthusiastic, cordial , supportive . He agrees whole­
heartedly with the answer that the Lord has given. To do 
this "i8' more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." 

THE LORD ' S  RESPONSE TO THE SCRIBE (Mark 1 2 : 34) . 

The scribe was close to salvation, but not inl How do you 
start to love the Lord? By trusting Him as your Savior. 
Cf. John 3 : 5 ;  1 0 : 9 .  

Did he ever enter into salvation? We do not know. 

But what we do know is that the Lord was so convincing that 
day with all four questions that no one dared to ask Him any­
thing else because they were only strengthening His case and 
weakening their own 1 

Concl: Can any of us read this passage this morning without 
letting the light of the Word shine on our own lives1 

There i s  a message here for those of us who know the Lord, and a 
message for those who do not know the Lord. Nothing we will ever 
he� will be more important . This is the first , the greatest, 
the sum of all , the beginning of all. Let the Lord Himself use 
His own words in your life tel bring you te the place where your 
greatest joys are to be found in loving Him, and loving others 
as the Lord gives the opportunity. 



\JD - )/ I 1 /  ( )  a. UI. 

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 
Mark 1 2: 28-34 

Intro: We are taking a second week on this passage of Scripture. 
Last week we looked at What God Wants Most Of All--the 

first cOllllandment ! (Read vv. 29, 30:) 
- - -

This .lI.orning we come til .!!!! second oOJDalldment. 

A careful reading of the passage will shllw that the inquiring 
soribe did nllt ask for two ; he only asked, "Whioh is .!!!! first 
commandment of all?" (v. 28b) .  

The Lord completely passed by the 10 commandments ,  and took the 
one which we find in Deut. 6 :5 .  This lIlust have been surprising, 
although later the scribe said that he agreed with what the Lord 
said. 

But it must also have been Burpr�s�ng for the Lord to give tv. 
O;-mWindieDts�te;a-of just the one He was asked for. 

Let us take just a mC!lment to make sure that we understand 

I .  THE MEANING OF THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. 

• • • 

What does it mean to "love the Lord � God with all thy 
heart • • •  "? 

A. It means, first of all, that He is your God.-

This is where so u.ny get off to the wrong start. He is 
not your God until yoU � � 1! E!l! l!!! � .!!!. your 
persenal Savior. 

It was our Lord who said in His prayer to God, the 
Father, in John 17:3,  

"And this is life eternal, that they aight know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent. " 

Earlier, in the Upper Room, our Lord had said to His 
disciples, 

"I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by ae."  Ck �  ' ...... . 

The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy in 1 Timothy 2: 5, 
"For there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man, Christ Jesus."  

The Apestle John wrote, 
"And this is the record, that God hath given te us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Sen. He that 



hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life" ( 1  John 5: 1 1 ,  1 2 ) .  

So we must recognize, first of all, that you cannot love 
God it you do not know Him, and you can only know Him 
through Christ. 

B. The actual meaning of what it means to love God is stated 
in both the Old Testament and the New. 

1 .  Deut. 1 0 : 1 2 ,  1 3 ,  
"And now, Israel , what doth the Lord thy God re­
quire of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to 
walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to 
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
wi th all thy soul , To keep the cOlllll&lldments of 
the Lord, and his statutes, which I command thse 
this day for thy geQd?" 

2 .  Deut. 1 1 : 1 ,  
"Thsrefore, thou shalt love the Lord thy God, 
and keep his charge , and his statutes, and his 
ordinances, and his commandments ,  always. " 

3 .  Deut. 1 1 : 22 ,  23,  
"For if ye shall diligently keep all these oom­
mandments which I oommand you, to do them, to 
love the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, 
and to cleave unto him, Then will the Lord drive 
out all these nations from before you, and ye 
shall possess greater nations and mightier than 
yourselves." 

Or, in the New Testament : 

4. John 1 4:21 , 23, 
"He that hath my oommandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, 
and will manifest myself to him. • •  "If a man 
love me, he will keep my words; and my Yather 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him." 

TO LOVE HIM MEANS THAT WE ARE LIVING OUR LIVES IN OBED­
IENCE TO HIS WORD--not to � � think it .!!!!:l!, � E 
� .ll really says! 

Have yQU been reading the Word this week te find out what 
He wants you to do? Are you living your life that way? 
Does the Word settle it fQr you? There is nothing more 

important in yeur life or mine. It is the foundation of 



So, 

�� 

Mark 1 � : ��-)4 �ll-)) 

everything else! This is why our Lord quizzed Peter as 
He did in John 21 : 1 5-1 7 ,  asking him three times, 

"Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou me more than 
these?" 

In Luke 6 :46 we have our Lord's  question, 
"And why call ye lIle, Lord, Lerd, and do not the 
things which I say?" 

to love the Lerd means: 
That you know Him through Christ. 
That you are doing His will in your daily life--not as 
something added, but as your daily life. And since the 
Lord Jesus Christ is Deity, we must give Him the saae 
loving obedience that we give to the Father. -- --

II. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FIRST AND SECOND COMMANDMENTS. 

Two things need to be said here. 

A. The first is incomplete without the second. This is the 
reason that .:.h! � � .!! give two instead ef one. 

B. The second is impossible unless we obey the first one 
first. 

If you talk about putting first things first, this is a 
prime example. 

We hear a lot about loving our fellowman today, but 
little about loving God. The second will not work with­
out the first, and the first is iapessible without our 
Lerd Jesus .Christ ! 

So, you cannot love God without loving your neighbor, nor 
can you love your neighbor as yeurself without loving God 
first. 

lll. THE MEANING OF THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 

Perhaps it sounds a little selfish to say, "Love thy neighbor 
AS THYSELF,"  but this is just what our Lord said. 

Paul gives very si.tlar instructions to husbands in Eph. 5: 
"He that loveth his wife loveth himself • • •  let every 
one of you in particular so love his wife even as him­
self" (vv. 26b, 33a) . 

How can this be reconciled with Mark 6:34,  
"Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself • •  "? 

When the Lord said, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself� 



He � stating � principle. 

I'JarK ' '' : ''0-)4 �.L.L-4) 

The principle is stated also in Matt. 7 1 1 2 ,  
"Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to thea; for this is the 
� .!!:ill!. the prophets. " 

- - - -

So, this would mean that, if I love � neighbor as myself, I 
will treat � neighbor as I would like for hi. to treat me 
if the circumstances were reversed. 

And who is my neighbor? This very question was asked of our 
by "a certain lawyer, "  and His answer was the parable of the 
good Samari tli.Dl & neighbor is anyone 1. .!!!! clese enOugh to 
.i!. help. 

� .2!!!! :!! oheok lli! aeaning .!! .1!!! seoond cOllllllmdaent £!l 
!:!lZ: other l!&! 

1!.!, !!! .2!!!! S! � .i!. lli  original setting .!E. Luke 19118.  
� � :!! find there? 

We find that the 18th verse oonoludes a seotion about neigh­
bors which began in v. 1 3 .  Listen to the passage: 

"Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor, neither rob him; 
the wages of him that is hired shall not abide with thee 
all night until morning. 

"Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling 
block before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: I am 
the Lord. 

"Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment; thou shalt 
not respect the person of the poor, nor honor the person 
of the mighty, but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy 
neighbor. 

"Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among 
thy people; neither shalt thou stand against the blood 
of thy neighbor (l.e. , take his life) : I am the Lord. 

"Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart ; thou 
shalt surely rebuke thy neighbor' c and not allow sin upon 
him. 

"Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against 
the children of thy people, but � shalt l!.!! .!&. 
neighbor !! thyself: I am the Lord." 

If we were the neighbor in the above instances, we would be 
delighted for people to treat us in these ways. Then we are 
to do the same to our neighbors. 

- IV. THEl IMPORTANCE OF THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 

A. Matthew 22 : 40 .  Matthew concludes his account this way: 
"On these two oomaandaents hang all the law and the 



prephets."  

"Hang" means "is s1llllllled up" (Thayer, p. 360 ) .  

B. Rom. 1 3:8 ,  9 .  
"Owe nlll man a.nything, but to love one another; for 
he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law." 

And then after mentioning some of the 1 0  commandments, 
Paul concludes, 

" • • •  and if there be a.ny other commandment, it is 
briefly comprehended in this s�ing, namely, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. "  

C. Gal. 5: 14 , 15.  
"For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; on­
ly use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but 
by love serve one another. For all the law is ful­
filled in one word, even in this: Thou shalt leve 
thy neighbor as thyself. "  

D. James 2 :8.  He calls it "the reyal law." 
"If ye fulfill the reyal law according to the Scrip­
ture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do 
well. "  

Such evidence is overwhelming. All of the practical instruc­
tions of the whole Bible are just a commentary on this ene 
commandment touad in Lev. 19 : 18--i.e. , the practical instruc­
tions that relate to men. 

WHEN YOU TAKE THE TWO TOGETHER YOU SEE THAT ALL OF THE PRAC­
TICAL INSTRUCTIONS OF ALL OF THE WORD ARE SUMMED UP IN THESE 
TWO. 

Concl : The account in Mark 1 2  has a heart-breaking conclusion. 
He knew so much, but he had nothing. 

He was "not far from the kingdom of God, "  but he was not in. 

Did he ever get in? No one , on earth knows. I trust that he did. 
It was decided long ago. 

But, if he did not • • • � I venture a reason? 

It was probably because he felt frQm this that it was just a 
matter of somethi!ll\' � .!l!.  could dol 

If you try to obey thesewithout first coming to the Lord, you 
will soon find that you are trying the impossible. It is only 
through trusting Jesus Christ, FIRST, as Savier, that you will 
ever be able to begin to attain to what it takes te leve the Lord 
and to love your neighbor. 



C U  - .:5 / 1 6 / 1 .:5  a .m .  

I S  THE MESS IAH ONLY THE SON OF DAVID? 
Mark 1 2 : 3 5 - 3 7  

Intro : We have s een how var iou s groups of J ews have come 
to the Lord in what evidently was a p l o t , carefu l ly 

p lanned , to d i s c r e d i t  Him in the eyes of the p�Qp l e  £Z a sk­
� Him que s t i on s ! 
1 )  The Sanhedrin had a sk ed Him ,  "By what authority doest 

thou these thing s ? "  (Mark 1 1 : 2 8 ) .  
2 )  The Phar i s e e s  and the Herodians asked Him ,  " I s i t  law­

ful to g ive tribute to Caesar , or not ? "  (Mark 1 2 : 14 ) .  
3 )  After t e l l ing him a long s tory about seven brothers who 

a l l  had the same wif e ,  the Sadducees asked , " In the 
r esur r e c t ion , therefor e ,  who s e  wife sha l l  she be of 
them? For the s even had her to wife" (Mark 1 2 : 2 3 ) .  

4 )  Probably the only s incere que s tion tha t wa s asked was 
the scribe's qu e s t ions in Mark 1 2 : 2 8 ,  "Which is the f ir st 
c ommandment of .1 1 7 "  

Thu s , we can s e e  that this was an a s sau l t  against our Lor d .  

Bu t ,  a s  A. T .  Robertson r emark s ,  i t  was " a  c o lo s s a l  fai lure" 
( IV ,  3 70 )  becau se Mark conc lude s  this passage by saying , 
"And the common peopl e , " or , the great crowd , "heard Him 
g ladly . "  They liked to hear Him. There is no mention that 
many or even any turned to the Lord--and our pas sage this 
morning may exp lain why--bu t ,  neverthe l e s s ,  the Sanhedr in , 
the Phar i s ees , the Herodians ,  the Sadduc e e s ,  with the 
scr i be s ,  a l l  fai l ed ! 

BUT, IN SPITE OF THI S ,  THE LORD CONTINUES TO TRY TO REACH THE 
HEARTS OF H I S  ENEMI E S  AS WELL AS OF ALL THE PE0PLE ! This 
s e ems !£ be the primary reason for His ques t i on !£ them. 
We can be concerned about the temp l e ,  

about taxes , 
about l i f e  after death , 
even about the c ommandmen t s , 

and yet m i s s  the real  i s su e  which i s  pr e s ented to u s  a l l  
through the Scriptur e s .  

1 .  OUR LORD ' S  QUEST ION (Nark 1 2 : 3 5 ) .  

Let u s  look a t  this que s t ion carefu l l y :  "How say the 
scribes that Chr i s t , "  or , the Messiah,  " i s  the Son of 
David ? "  (<:]<.1'\..",,..) W,",-"""' '"'"*"" JV\"-� & \ � "' \ c.. -*"1'� of \ "'(>..� " l- W "'  .. 

CoO;::, fl\.t."'rS I '. l.. .) 
Our Lord seems to have had at least two ideas in thi s 
que s t ion : 
1 )  What i s  their authority for teaching thi s ?  

Evidently p eop l e  i n  tha t day were l ik e  people are 
in our day : no one was inc l ined to quest ion why 
their preachers said what they said ; their author i ty 
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was s imply that they said i t .  After a l l ,  wer e they 
not scribes ,  with proper tra ining and proper cre­
dentia l s ?  Who woul d  dare to question what they had 
to say? 

The Sanhedr in had raised the ques t ion of author­
i ty ;  now the Lord is a sking H i s  own que s tion about 
author i t y .  

But ther e i s  a s econd part t o  i t ?  
2 )  What \ s their author i ty for teaching tha t H e  i s  

only the son of Dav i d ,  and nothing e l s e? The ques­
tion wou l d  a p p l y ,  not to what they were teaching 
about our Lor d ,  but abou t  what their M e s s ianic teach 
ing was .  

Nothing � any greater author i ty behind i t  than that 
the M e s s iah woul d  b e  of � fam i ly of David . 
T') C f .  2 Sam. 7 : 1 2 ,  1 3 ,  16 , 1 8 ,  1 9 ,  24-2 9 .  
2 )  C f .  I s a .  9 :  7 ,  

"Of the increase o f  h i s  government and peace 
there sha l l  b e  no end ,  upon the throne of David,  
and upon his  k ingdom , to  order i t ,  and to e s tab­
l i s h  it with j u s t i c e  and with r ighteousness from 
henc eforth even forever . The z e a l  of the Lord 
of hos t s  wi l l  perform thi s . "  

3 )  C f .  I s a .  1 1 :  1 ,  1 0 ,  
"And there sha l l  come forth a rod ou t of the 
stem of J e s s e , "  who was the father of David , 
"and a Branch" ( a  Mes s ianic term ) " shal l  grow 
ou t of his roots • • • And in that day there 
sha l l  be a root of J e s s e ,  who sha l l  s tand for an 
en s ign of the peop l e s ,  to him sha l l  the nat ions 
s e ek , and h i s  r e s t  sha l l  be gloriou s . "  

4 )  C f .  Jer.  2 3 : 5 ,  

But our 
why the 
thin g s ?  
teaching 
M e s s iah , 

"Beho l d ,  the day s come , saith the Lord , that I 
wi l l  r a i s e  unto David a r ighteou s ' Branch,  and a 
King sha l l  r eign and prosper , and sha l l  execute 
j u s ti c e  and r ighteousne s s  in the earth . "  

Lord ' s  ques t i on was thi s :  Did the peop l e  know 
scribes taught thi s ?  Where did they l earn such 

AND ,  were they sure tha t the scribes were 
ALL that they were supposed to teach about the 
the Chr i s t ?  

Peopl e  need t o  a sk that quest ion today. Where d o  our 
teachers g e t  what they teach? What i s  their author i ty ?  
Do they have i t  r ight? Are they teaching a l l  tha t they 
shou l d  be teaching , or are they only giving us a part of 
the truth? 

Have you ever a sked and answer ed qu es tions like these? 
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As we go on to v .  3 6  we f ind that there the Lord g ives 

I I .  THE REASON FOR H I S  QUEST I ON ( Mark 1 2 : 36 ) .  

The rea son is  a sta tement from their own Scriptures , 
ac tua l ly from a P s a lm of David - - the 1 10th i The P sa lm 
begin s  with the verse in ques t ion. 

Now the Lord is do ing some very intere s t ing things her e .  
1 )  F i r s t  he empha s izes who the human wr iter wa s :  

"David hims e l f " - -very emphatic . (This  i s  r epeated 
a l s o  in v. 3 7 . )  Anything that David wrote carried 
weight with the Jews . 

2 )  But our Lord c i t e s  this a s  something whi ch David 
" sa i d ,  Ez the Holy Spir i t . "  

In other words , this was not j u s t  David ' s  word ;  
i t  was the Word of God , inspired by the Spirit of 
God Hims e l f .  

3 )  Obviou s l y ,  the Lord i s  c i t ing their author i ty. It 
was not in men , but in a Book : the Old Tes tament 
Scr iptures . 

I f  there was any contrad i c tion b e tween the Word of 
God and the teachings of the scrib e s ,  it  was not the 
Word that was to be que s t i oned , but the scrib e s .  

HOW TRUE THE SAME I S  TODAY I 

What did the Holy S p i r i t  have David wr ite?  

The orig ina l language g ives the idea that God told 
David a s ecret--a s ecret which enabled David to see 
what went on between the Godhead before c r ea t ion i t s e l f . 
(This i s  probably to enlarge uPjn the God .!!!:!.!? .!! to b e  
loved , accord ing to Mark 1 2 : 30 .  

YOU HAVE I N  THIS ONE VERSE EVIDENCE OF THE THREE PERSONS 
OF THE TRIN ITY . 

David s a i d ,  "The Lord said to my Lord . "  The f i r s t  Lord 
is obviou s ly God , the Father ; the s econd Lord has to b e  
God , the Son .  They � � D e i ty. 

What f o llows , " S i t  thou on my r ight hand , t i l l  I make 
thine enemi es thy footstoo l , "  or , unti l ! put thine 
enemies under thy feet , was c l early a part of their 
Mess ianic hope .  

Thu s , we c ome to this amaz ing discovery � N O  ONE COULD 
POSSIBLY QUALIFY AS THE MESSIAH BY JUST BEING THE SON 
OF DAVID ( David had had many son s ,  or descendants ) ;  HE 
ALSO HAD TO BE DEITY I 

What an ama z ing di scovery l And what a tragic omi s s i on 
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for the scribes to b e  gu i l ty of ! THEY HAD BEEN ONLY 
TOLD PART OF THE TRUTH AND ,  THEREFORE , THEY COULD NOT 
POSSIBLY HAVE REACHED THE RIGHT CONCLU S ION . 

The M e s s iah mus t  not only be the .!!.2.!!. of Davi d ;  � � 
a l s o  b e  God .� 

The Lord i s  lay ing the foundation for them , i f  they wi l l  
hea r ,  o f  H i s  D e i ty and H i s  humani t y .  

But now t h i s  g o e s  on to another very amaz ing question wi th 
whi c h  Mark concludes thi s s ec tion : 

I I I .  OUR LORD ' S  FOLLOW-UP QUESTION ( Mark 1 2 : 3 7 ) .  

Wi l l  you r ead this  que s t i on carefu l ly ?  

� Lord does � �, I f  the Mess iah i s  Davi d ' s  son , 
how can He be David ' s  Lor d ,  � � � � , I f  He i s  
David ' s  Lord , how can H e  b e  David ' s  son? 

In other words , the emphas i s  is upon Hi s D e i t y .  Tha t is 
where you have to start.  The scribes only had a part of 
i t ,  and i t  was the l es s er in importanc e .  The M e s s iah 
had to be God . 

-- -- -- --

A t  this  pOint in Israe l ' s  h i s tory , a f ter 1 , 000 years 
s i n c e  David l i ve d ,  David had thousands of son s ,  or 
d e s c endants . BUT EVERY S INGLE ONE OF THEM WAS DI SQUALI­
FIED ON THIS ONE POINT EXCEPT OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST : HE 
WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO WAS BOTH GOD AND MAN ! 

Conc 1 :  What purpose d i d  the Lord have in a sk ing the s e  ques­
t i on s ?  

A s  a lways , H i s  primary reason was to reach t h e  hearts o f  men 
so that they woul d  turn to Him. Nothing i s  mor e amazing 
about the grac e of God than the way He pursues men inprder 
that He might save them. 

But l e t  me be a l i t t l e  more spec i f i c : 
1 )  Bas i c  to the prob l em of the people was that they � 

too wi l l ing to accept what � scribes s a i d .  THEY DID 
NOT LOOK INTO THE SCRIPTURES--our u l tima te author ity 
for a l l  that we are to b e l i eve about God , and d o .  

There i s  noth ing that i s  more needed today than for 
peop l e  to go d i r e c t ly to the Word of God . The i s su e s  
are too grea t .  D o  not accept what any man says about 
God , or Chr i s t ,  or sa lva t i on ,  or the church,  or anything 
e l s e .  Hundreds of young people are turning their backs 
upon the church today who do not have the s l ightest i d ea 
fro�the Word of God a s  to what the church i s .  
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2 )  The scribes wer e partly righ t ,  but their lack of truth 
was leading them and their f o l l owers into the most 
d i sa s trous error . They had � � expect � mer e ly 
human Mes s iah--� not � who � � f i r s t ,  � then 
man ! 

As long a s  I have l ived , this has been the controver sy 
tha t ha s raged among those who profe s s  to be Chr i s tian s .  
And i t  i s  s t i l l  with us today-- the error o f  the scrib e s ,  
a human Savior . 

David Brown , in the JFB commentary , has a very i l lumi-
nat ing s ta tement regard ing this problem. He say s ,  

"None who r epudiate this doctrine, " i . e . ,  o f  the 
Deity of Chr i s t ,  "have b e en able to r e ta in their 
hol d  of a lmos t  any of the cardinal doctrines of 
Scripture" (V,  1 9 0 ) .  

I f  Jesus o f  Nazareth had not been the Son of God ,  He 
could not have been ei ther the Me ss iah or the Savior . 

3 )  Our Lord wanted the Sanhedr in , the scribes and the 
Phar i s ees , the Herod ians , the Sadducees , and tha t who l e ,  
great crowd o f  people t o  know that H e  � the � and 
substance £i a l l  � has to do with man ' s  relationship 
� �. 

I s  i t  not amazing how we can talk about the templ e ,  
or taxes , or l i f e  a f ter death ( prophecy ) ,  or divorc e ,  
or even the commandment s ,  the Sabba th , baptism,  church� 
and a m i l l ion other things that have to do with the ' 

Bib l e ,  AND YET NEVER GET AROUND TO TALKING ABOUT THE 
LORD JESUS CHR I S T ?  

He i s  t h e  One w e  need to b e  talk ing abou t ! 
And not unt i l  we know who He i s  wi l l  we b e  impre s s ed 

with H i s  death , H i s  resurr e c t ion , H i s  ascension ,  and 
the fact that the Father said to Him , 

" S i t  thou on my r ight hand , unt i l  Iput thine enemies  
b eneath thy feet . "  

Are you making the m i s take that coun t l e s s  mu l t i tudes in 
I srael made--and from which they never recover ed? O h ,  
l i s ten t o  the Savior ' s  wor d s .  He i s  at t h e  Father ' s  r ight 
hand toda y .  He is coming some day and the wor l d  and a l l  
the univers e  w i l l  see Phi l .  2 : 9- 1 1  ful f i l led , j u s t  a s  David 
said it wou ld b e .  

You wi l l  know then , i f  you d o  n o t  r e a l i z e  i t  now, that there 
was nothing more important that you bel ieved than what you 
b e l i eved about Jesus Chr i s t ,  and that you never made any 
d e c i s ion that could even begin to c ompare with your decis io� 
c oncerning Him. 
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DIVINE INSIGHTS INTO HUMAN HEARTS 
Mark 1 2 : 38-44 

Intro: As chapter 1 2  closes, the picture that we have changes 
completely. The scribes, 

the Pharisees, 
the Sadducees, 
the Herodians, and 
the Sanhedrin !!! all gone !  

This change really began in v. 35. 

We see the Lord with the people now--and He is teachi�. 

In our passage this morning, the first thing we have is ! �­
ING; the second, AN EXPLANATION. 

I .  THE WARNING (Mark 1 2: 38-40) .  

This i s  a very abbreviated form of what Matthew devotes an 
entire chapter to--chapter 23. 

Our Lord never spoke stronger words of condemnation than He 
did concerning the scribes and the Pharisees. Israel was in 
trouble spiritually beoause of the dreadful condition that 
existed in the hearts of the leaders of the d�. 

In a preceding chapter Mark told us about the Lord ' s  concern 
for the peeple and what the Lord did about it. Cf. Mark 
6 : 34 ,  

"And Jesus, when he came out (of the boat) , saw aany 
people, and was moved with compassion toward them, be­
cause they were as sheep not having a shepherd; and he 
began to teach ,� .!!!!:!!Z things . "  

Trouble among the leaders i s  always especially serious be­
cause it affects the lives of everyone who is under them. 

In His teaching, what did our Lord say about them? 

Before we note the detail s ,  let us p� attentien to the word, 
"Beware. "  
1 )  It is a word which means , lit . ,  that they are to look 

aw� from the scribes, to turn their backs on them, to 
leave them. The people would net change the leaders, 
but the leaders were in the right place to change the 
people .  

2) It indicates that the Lord wanted His people t o  b e  per­
ceptive , discerning, discriminating. He wanted them to 
have insight--!!£.i just to follow � scribes because they 
� scribes. 

"Love" here is not the same word as in vv. 30 , 31 , but there 



is a connection. Here it is the word, will; it speaks, not 
only of what the scribes wanted to have but, of what they 
were determined to have. 

Any persorls life is sure to be affected by his goals. 

When you look at the list of things the Lord mentions, you 
can see that it works � thellselves to Q!2.--with the people 
in between. 

A. Regarding what they wear (Mark 1 2 : 38m) : "who love to go 
in long clothing. " 

B. 

These were the garments worn by priests and kings, gar­
ments which distinguished them as men of eminence, and 
which set them apart from the rest of the people.  "Go" 
is the Greek word for �. 

Regarding their 
(Mark 1 2 : 38b) :  
places. "  

titles, and what men call them in public 
"and love salutations in the market 

Matthew (2;17) s�s that they loved to be called, Rabbi. 

C .  Regarding the way they were honored at special occasions 
(Mark 1 2 : 39 ) .  

1 .  In the synangogues (v. 39a) .  

2 .  At the feasts (v. 39b) . 

ALL OF THE ABOVE HAVE TO DO WITH THE ATTITUDE OF THE SCRIBES 
TOWARD THEMSELVES. 

THE NEXT IS A SAMPLE OF THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PEOPLE. 
This is evidently referred to because, if they would do this 
toward a group that Moses had so much to write about in the 
Law as deserving special attention, then you know that no 
one was safe with the scribes. 

D. Regarding the widows (Mark 1 2 : 40a) . 

"Devour" means: 
1 )  To take aw� by force. 
2) To take for themselves, when supposedly it was for 

the Temple. 
3) To waste and squander until there was nothing leftl 

BUT THE DEPTH OF THE DEGRADATION OF THE SCRIBES IS SEEN IN 
W'HAT OUR LORD SAYS • • • 

E. Regarding their relationship to God (Mark 1 2: 40m) :  "for 
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The people would be inclined to believe that anyone who 
prayed, and who prayed as long as the scribes did, and 
who prayed publicly like they did, would have to be a 
person you could trust. 

But this was all "a pretense." It was all a part of the 
show. 

What is the conclusion? 

"These shall receive greater condemnation." They are not 
going to get by with anything. The Lord will one day bring 
everything into account. Have we noticed this the way we 
we should? 

The Lord spoke of being judged for "every idle word" (Matt. 
12 :36) .  In Romans 2, Paul says that God "will render to 
every man according to his deeds" (v. 6) ,  and that "God shall 
judge the secrets of men. " Cf. 2 Cor. 5: 10. 

This applied to the scribes perhaps even more than to the 
People. 

There is a word of warning here for leaders, and a word for 
the people. Looking at it from either point-of-view, the 
warning must be taken very seriously. 

But there is more here: 

II.  AN EXPLANATION REGARDING GIVING (Mark 1 2 : 41 -44) . 

When .!!!! Word of God is not being taught, � everything i! 
corrupted. How wonderful it would be if we could only recog­
nize thisl 

Our Lord is sitting quietly watching the people as they come 
to bring their money for the Temple treasury. MANY rich 
were casting in MUCH. The point seems to be that the scribes 
had taught that the more you brought, the greater your bless­
ing would be. 

Sometimes in the Word we have the subject of giving approach­
ed from what it means to us. E.g. , 

"Not�ause I desirela gift ; but I desire fruit that 
may abound to your account" (Phil. 4: 1 7 ) .  Also, v. 1 9 .  

At other times we see what it  means to  God: 
"But I have all, and abOiind, I Dfill, having received 
of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, 
an odor of a sweet smell ,  a sacrifice acceptable, well­
pleasing to God" (Phil. 4: 18 ) .  

We rob people of blessing when we do not let them see giving 
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as it is taught in the Word. 

What did the Lord teach here? 

Look at the contrast: scribes who were thieves, 
a widow who gave all she had. 

She gave about 1 of a cent lE copper; many others were able . 
to give much more lE gold. But the Lord says that she gave 
more than anyone else because He judged her gift on the basis 
of what she had left. 

Will you note that the Lord knows even what we give--and why 
we give. Mark indicates that our Lord sat there for some 
time and watched intently as the people came with their 
offering for the temple. 

He did not reprove the rich, but He wanted this widew woman 
to know that the rewards which were cOming were greater than 
she could ever realize. She !!!2. !l:2! .E!!!! taught .!!!.! � 
l!z the scribes, .2l1J. .:ll!! Lord � h!!: heart � .!!2 lE h!!: 
gift !: love which moved .!!!.! � heart !:!!. .l!!!. .!!2 h!!: cast in 
ill !!!!i e �. 

C,meL: Do you not wonder, as you read this, what happened to the 
widow which Mark mentions here. Was she one who was witb 

the apostles in the upper room in Jerusalem while they waited for 
the coming of the Holy Spirit? 

Was she one of the poor believers who benefited from the gift 
which Paul took to Jensalem? 

We do not know. 

Had she lost her home to the 
scribes, and yet continued to 
give? 

But one thing we can be sure of, the wrd took care of her. 
And He saw in her gift a love whicii"iiio;;;d" H'IiiOwii"heart'. OUR 
MOTIVE IN GIVING SHOULD NOT BE FOR WHAT WE WILL RECEIVE, BUT BE­
CAUSE OF OUR LOVE FOR THE LORD. BUT NO ONE CAN POSSIBLY MISS 
BLESSING WHO HONORS THE LORD WITH WHAT HE HAS. 

This whole passage teaches us in a very clear way that our atti­
tude toward giving is a clear evidence of the condition of our 
spiritual lives. 


