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HaN PAUL'S JOY WAS FILLED FULL 
Phil. 1.27-2:18 

Introl We have been oonsidering the book of Philippians to 
discover why Paul was a happy Christian. All that 

we have seen thus far has had to do· primarily with Paul and 
the joy he was experiencing in his life. 

Tonight I want to oall your attention to a transition whioh 
takes plaoe in ohapters 1 and 2 of this letter. 

We have in these first two ohapters three aspeots of J2l: 
(1) In vv. 12-24 we see Paul's J2l as it related to his 
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own experienoe. 
In vv. 25, 26 there is a ohange. Here Paul expresses 
oonoern for their J2l, i.e., the joy of the Phi1ippian 
believers. 
Then, just as abruptly, he begins to talk about his 
� in them, i.e., the joy that he oan derive from­
their lives, and from their work in Philippi. And the 
joy whioh he oan experienoe in them is both present and 
future. � 

Note � ¥resent aspeot: flFulfil ye my joy" (2:2). 
Note the uture aS

E?
otl (Read 2:15b-18. From the 

oontemplation of the uture, he returns to the present.) 

It is this third seotion that I want to oonsider with you 
tonight. 1:27-2:18. A oareful look at these verses will show 
us that there were three things about the lives of the Philip­
pians that produoed joy in the heart of the Apostle. 

Before I mention what these are, let me point out that this 
is a oondition, or these are conditions, .wh ioh normally we do 
not pay much attention to. Joy to us is a personal thing. 
But to God it is not limited just to our own personal affairs; 
He wants us to see that there is a most intimate relationship 
with other believers. And if they, particularly those for 
whom we have some respnnsibility are not manifesting these 
characteristics, then, to use the Apostle's words, our joy 
oannot be full. Thi�of this in oonneotion with your family, 
or your class, or our Churoh. 

Now, what a�8 the things, thethree things whioh Paul wanted 
most of all see in the Philippian ohuroh before his joy could 
be full? They are these: UNITY, HffiHLITY. AND TRANQUILITY. 

Let us look at them in order. 

I. UNITY (1:27-2:2). 

Notice such words as �one spirit • • •  one mind • • •  
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likeminded • • • the same love 
of one mind." Cf. 1.27; 2.2. 

• • • of one aooord • 

Divisions. How Paul despised that word\ Cf. 1 Cor. 

. . 

1,10; 3.3; 11.18; Rom. 16:17. The Corinthian Churoh see ms 
to have had the most trouble along this line. But there 
!!!!!. � beginnings 2! .!!. � PhilippH There were � 
women who were having trouble with eaoh other (4.2). 
What their trouble was we do not know. What we do know 
is that they were not "of the same mind in the Lord." 

� reasons � � give � UNITY among the believers 
in Philippi? There are two. 

First, there must be unity beoause we all have the same 
job. "striving together for the faith of the gospel" 
(1.27b). Note 1.5, 7, 17, and "the same oonflio�in 1.30. 

The way we treat eaoh other you would think that we were 
in oompetition with eaoh other. But to all of us has been 
oommitted one oommon task. � proolamation of � Gospel. 

But he would remind us that suoh a proolamation is not 
just in word, but even more so in lifet 

The Gospel is the message of salvation, BUT PAUL USES IT 
IN A WAY SO AS TO INDICATE THAT WE AS BELIEVERS NEVER GET 
AWAY FROM THE GOSPEL. Note l:27a. The Gospel takes into 
aooount the whole pioture of my salvation. past, present, 
and future. This is what Paul had been talking about in 
1:19. 

Our UNITY has a dootrinal foundation. There oan be no 
unity unless we agree on the Gospel. But having the 
dootrinal f oundation, it soon issues in life. AND UNLESS 
WE ARE LIVING INUNITY, IT IS DOUBTFUL Han MUCH GOOD OUR 
PREACHING WILL DO. 

See how the Lord prayed about this in John 17.20-23. 

Seoondly, there must be unity beoause we all have the same 
resouroes. Cf. 2.1. Without going into detail, youwill 
see how he turns their thoughts toward two Persona. the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 

Think of what you have in Them, and then try to explain 
your laok of unity. There are no exouses that will stand. 
And these resouroeS in Christ and in the Holy Spirit are 
available to eve� believer in every ohuroh regardless of 
where it might be. There must be UNITY, and God has made 
full provision for it. 
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II. HUMILITY (2:3-11) . 

There can be no UNITY without HUMILITY. Pride produoes 
disunity. 

Paul begins this by saying, "Let nothing be done through 
strife." The Greek word is 'io\>\0,,: o...V. It desoribes one 
who is campaigning for an office. It speaks of politics. 
No only is such a person intensifying a division, but he 
wants to have one of the prominent places in the division. 

Are we ambitious for ourselves, or are we ambitious for 
others? 

A perfeot illustration of this is found in Matt. 20,20-
29. Here we are told that the mother of James and John 
was politioking for them. Mark tells the same stor.y in 
10,36-46, but indicates that James and John were dOing 
the politicking. What does this mean? It means that all 
three agreed th at this should be done. 

When this happened, Mark says, "And when the ten heard it, 
they began to be much displeased with James and John" 
( v. 41). 

The greatest plaoe in the church is the lowliest plaoe. 
I am not talking about the position we hold, but how we 
hold the position. There must be none of this. 

And think:, James and John and their mother were talking 
about the throne, when Jesus was talking about the Cross1 
See the oontext. 

But Paul says, Neither can there be "vainglory." This is 
the Greek word IC.E::-JO b 0 l, (�" . This is glory which has 
no reason beplnd it, and for whioh there is no reason. 
It is based upon a groundless, exalted opinion of our­
selves. 

Much of our trouble oomes from the llact that l!'el:'think we 
are better than everybody else, when just the opposite is 
closer to the truth. Cf. 213b, 4. 

And, most amazing of all, look at the illustration which 
Paul uses in 2:5-8. Again he turns our thoughts to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Don't you suppose that this was one thing which kept Paul 
from saying in Rome, "Why should this happen to me?" 
Instead, he was more likely to say, "Why shouldn't this 
happen to me?" cr. 1 Cor. 15.8-10. 
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III. TRANQUILLITY (2:12-18, esp. vv. 14-16). --rh<l.. �a.1"e. of 

bU"'q \,� __ d ... \. o. ... it..\". -+,.-e .... �o"" 4i !'>'I'","rl>;"� "l'/Io1'io�1!. • 

What God takes us through to teach us humility often pro­
duces anxiety instead of tranquillity. 

�Murmurings and disputings." 

This word "murmurings" takes us back to the ohildren of 
Israel where we find this same word used in the &reek 
translation of the OT time and time again. The children 
of Israel murmured� 

�� 
I 

The Greek is "0'1'1') II" y..o�. It means to "mutter, 
grumble, � anythlng �!.low tone" (Thayer, p. 120). 
It is like a whisper oampaign against God. They did not 
begin by oomplaining out loud, but spread their disoon­
tent behind God's baok--or so they thought� 

They did not like what God was doing with them, and to 
them. 

And it was not until shortly before Moses left them that 
he was led by the Lord to write the word we find in Deut. 
8:2. 

"Disputings" - b 10..).0'/ ICT ,..:w". This is hi!!!!. thinking of 
a man deliberating with himself" (Thayer, 139). I�is 
translated nimagina�8" in Rom. 1:21. We get our word 
dialogue from it. Lightfoot calls this "intellectual 
rebellion against God" (p. 117). 

How we reaot to the discipline of God is a vitalpart of 
ottr witness, as the following verses show. � 

There is no better illustration than Paul's own experience. 

Concl: UNITY, HUMILITY, TRANQUILLITY. These are the keys 
of joy in our relationships with other in the ohurch, 

and the things whioh filled Paul's joy to overflowing. 

Closing illustration: John the Baptist when his disciples 
callB to him and said, 

"Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to 
whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, 
and all men come to him." 

Note John's-iiis;;er""""'ThislDY joy therefore is fulfilled"-­
the same word Paul uses in Phil. 2.2, Tf}.V'9�w, which means 
"to nake complete in every particular" (T�yer, p. 518). 
Nothing needed to be added. 


