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THE MORNING TIME
Exodus 34

Intro: The most important part of any believer's life is his
personal fellowship with God.

The fact that such a thing is possible should never cease to
amaze us! And the fact that it is God who has taken the initia-
tive in this, should amaze us even more!

And yet, when you talk to the people of Ged, pastors and
missionaries included, you find that this is neglected to the
point of being nen-existent in many cases.

Why?

There are undoubtedly many reasons. Let me mentien a few:
1; Our busyness -- which brings on weariness.

2) Some have not had this privilege and necessity peinted out
to them.

3) Discouragement. This comes through trials, unanswered pray-
er, etc.

4) Crowded conditions im eur homes. There may be no place at
home where we can get away by ourselves. The same applies
to scheols where we live with roommates.

5) The fact that we try to do this in eur own strength instead
of consciously depending upoen the Lord to make us and keep
us faithful. This is a spiritual woerk!

If you are not meeting with the Lord, you may have another
reason., Give this some thought and determime what it is that is
hindering you if you are not meeting daily with the Lord. Then,
with Ged's wisdem and blessing, deal with it!

God had to deal with Meses about this. See Exedus 18:13~27.
Note especially v. 19.

TONIGHT . . « I want us to think ef this in terms of the merning

time., There is ne deubt but that there is a special emphasis

in the Word of God upen what we do with our mornings. Note:

1; Abraham in Gen. 18:16 ff.; 19:27.

2) The gathering of the manna in Exedus 16 with the rich lessons
it has for the spiritual life.

3) David's statement in Psa. 5:3 == and many other passages in
the Psalms.

4) The example of oeur Lord: Mark 1:35.

The impertance of the mermning can be seen in the following:

1) It is at the beginning of the day -- when the day can be
given te the Lord.

2; Our minds are the freshest.

z It is the mest distracted time.



Exodus 34 (2)
Let us see how this is illustrated in Exodus 34.

This was urdoubtedly the mest critical time up to this peint in
Moses' ministry. The Lord was ready to destrey the whele mation.
See Exodus 32:10. There were 3,000 who died (Ex. 32:28). Al-
though Ged had said He would spare them, He also said that He
would not go up to the lamd with them. See Ex. 33:3. And we
see Moses as intercessor more so than at any preceding time in
his life.

And then we come to Exodus 34.

Let us pray that the Hely Spirit will give us real insight inte
our need as we censider what the Lord did with Moses on this
occasion.

I. THE IDEA -- WHO HAD IT? See Exedus 34:1a.

Perhaps the strongest thing that can be said about our time
with the Lerd is that the whole idea eriginated with Ged.
It is His desire to have fellewship with us.

Cf. hew Mark speaks of the calling of the 12: Mark 3:14,

"And he ordained (or appointed) twelve, that they should be
with Him , . "

Our Lord was centinually calling children amd adults te Him-
self.

Note also how our Lord spoke of heaven in Jehn 14:3 and 17:
24.

Does this mean anything te yoeu?
II. MOSES' PART. See Exodus 34:2, 3.

A. The preparation: "Be ready in the merning." Verse 1
tells us what he had te de teo get ready.

B. The place: "Ceme up in the morning unte Meunt Sinai.”

C. The purpese: "Present thyself there te me in the tep ef
the mount."

The Lord has the right to tell us whem and where we are
to meet with Him.

D. The privacy: "And ne man shall come up with thee" (v.
3).

There are times when we can pray with others, but we
need to be with the Lord alone -~ at His request.
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Note: Moses' obedience in Ex. 34:4.
III. THE LORD'S PART. See Ex. 34:5=27.
A. He came down and steod with Moses (v. 5a).
B. He revealed Himself to Moses (vw 5b=7).

This is the most impertant part of eur time with the
Lord =-- what He teaches us about Himself,

And it runs the whele gamut frem grace to judgment!
God dees net leave us with mistaken thoughts about Him~
self in either area of truth.

C. He listened to Meses (vv. 8, 9).

MeSeS s

~Tewed mowe Irue praying comes as our response to what God has said

TALR AE to us. This is why we need to read the Word first be-
fore we spend time in prayer
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WiTa oVL 1y He made a great promise to Moses (v. 10).
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Nething like this was ever given to anyone else. The
same can be said for all of God's premises -- there is
nething like them anyplace else. And they are all true!

E. He told Moses what He wanted Meses to do (vv. 11-26).

1. He wanted Moses to remember and to believe ome thing
(ve 11).

God would do the work, not Meses.

2. He wanted Moses to beware of one persen: "Take heed
to thyself" (v. 12a). This emphasis goes down
through v. 22,

Meses was te be concerned abeut three things:

1 Idolatry -~ the negative gide, vv. 12-17.

2) Wership =~ the pegitive side, vv. 18-20, 22.
3) Rest, v. 21.

3. He gave Meses a mimistry (vv. 23-27).

This cemes last. It was a speken ministry and a
ministry of writing.

Iv. THE LENGTH OF TIME THEY WERE TOGETHER (Ex. 34:28): "ferty
days and ferty nights; he did@ neither eat bread, ner drirk
water" -~ prebably not because he plannmed it that way, but
because he did not even think of it, so wonderful was it te
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be with the Lord!l

Do you believe that your fellowship with the Lord ceuld ever
reach that level?

Concl: A boek every Christian should read frequently is E. M.

Bounds' Power Through Prayer, Prebably nethimg you will
ever read apart frem the Bible will de mere to move yeur heart
te pray. He sets the standard high, but it needs te be set
high.

Beunds records for us the experiences in prayer of varieus men
and women of God., One of thege is the Marguis DeRenty., Bounds
describes him as ene "to whom Christ was most precious.

On ene occasien the Marquis ordered his servants te call him
from his devotiens at the end of half am hour. At the end of
that time his servant came to call him, but there was such a
look of heliness on his face as the servant loeked in threugh
the door that the servamt could not bring himself to interrupt
the Marquis. The Marquis' lips were moving, but he was perfect-
ly silent.

Finally, after an hour and a half, the servant called him. As
he arose from his knees, the Marquis commented on hew shert a

Have you had times of prayer when you were shocked to look at
the clock to see that more time had passed tham you thought?

At the last meeting of our missionary conference, Mr. Philip
Armstrong set before us the question that the Lerd asked of
James and John,

"What would ye that I should do for you?"
He asked us how we weuld answerthat questien.

How would you?

I have many things I am praying about -~ things that are person-
al, things that have te¢ de with my family, and things that have
te do with the Church.

This is what I would ask for the Church: "Lord, give me people
who meet with Thee daily -~ amd who know how to listen and te

pray!"

We have been censidering Moses' experience. Take Exodus 34 and
ask the Lord to make it your own -- by His grace and for His

glory!



