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PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVEN, ONE

Intre: There are three prevailing ideas about the backgreund ef
this Psalm:
1 That David wrote it fer Selemen.
2) That Selemen wrete it,
3 That it was written by seme unknewn persen in connectien with
the return ef the children of Israel frem Captivity.

Actually, we de net knew. But all three are interesting te cen-
template. (Cemment en each.)

Anether interesting thing abeut this Psalm is that it gees with
the twe fellewing Psalms=--and has te de with the family, the
heme,

The Scriptures de make it clear that the werd, "heuse," is used

1 O0f an actual house,

2) Of a family. Cf. Gen. 731; 12317; 3532,

3) Of descendants. Cf. Gen. 18:19; 1 Sam, 20315.

4) Of the natien Israel, Cf, Heb., 332; Isa. 46:3. This applies
te other natiens as well,

Se the Psalm has many applicatiens, and all ef them are true.
BUT THE CONTEXT WOULD SEEM TO POINT TO THE FACT THAT THE PSALM-
IST IS HERE SPEAKING ABOUT THE HOME!

He is cencerned with twe things:

1) Building.

2) Preserving what he has built.

Hew often man is disappeinted on this latter peint after feeling
that he has successfully cempleted the building.

Let us leek at the verse in detail, and then draw eur deductiens
frem it.

I. The Details ef the Verse,

Two times the Heb., says, If the Lerd dees net build . . .;
if the Lerd dees net keep . . ."

Te "labor" here is te werk with painful effert te the peint
of abselute fatigue, cemplete exhaustien.

Te "keep" is te guard, te pretect. The werd, "watchman," is
a cegnate of the word, "keep." Se the "watchman" is a guard,
and he is se faithful in his werk that he werks while ethers
sleep, denying himself sleep, in erder te keep "the city."

In.ether werds, EVERTHING HAS BEEN DONE AND IS BEING DONE
THAT CAN BE DONE FROM A HUMAN POINT-OF-VIEW!



II.
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But, aleng with this is an even greater idea: IF THE LORD
IS NOT IN ALL THAT IS BEING DONE, THEN THE RESULT WILL BE
ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THE BUILDER HAD HOPED FOR.
HE WILL FIND THAT HE HAS NOTHING--THAT EVERYTHING IS EMPTY
AND VAIN, HE MIGHT JUST AS WELL HAVE SAVED ALL OF HIS
TIME AND ENERGY!

Some Important Observations.

If you just think about yeur life as a heuse . . .

Or, if yeu think ef yeur family as a heuse . . .

Or, if you are farsighted eneugh te think abeut grandchild-
ren, and great grandchildren . . .

Then yeu cannet find a mere impertant verse in.all ef the;
Word of Ged because this verse ig saying what ether verses
say in se many ether places., BUT WE NEED TO HAVE A CLEAR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE VERSE SO AS NOT TO BE WORKING OR PRO-
TECTING "IN VAIN,"

A.

B,

C.

The Lord is net telling us to quit building, keeping.

Human werk is net everything, but it is semething. It is
a vital part ef what needs te be dene. The persen whe
weuld exclude human effert has misundersteed this verse.

If it is all and just human effert, the work cannot
possibly succeed.

The Psalmiast standas at the end ef the line, and leeks
back. It really does net take revelatien feor us te
understand this. Histery is full ef illustratiens.

Peeple have worked hard. DPeeple have spent a let eof
time, and meney. They have empleyed every pessible
reseurce., BUT, IF GOD IS NOT IN IT, IT IS DOOMED TO
FAILURE BEFORE IT STARTS.

Our own beleved ceuntry is a glaring 20th century illus-
tratien of this very thing, We are working hard at eur
problems, but they are about te censume us because we
have dene everything but turn te the Lerd.

The Psalmist puts the major emphasis on what Ged dees,
not on what we do!

Read the verse carefully. The Lerd is the builder. The
Lord is the keeper, the watchman. I am net te ask Him
te work with me; I AM TO WORK WITH KIM.
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This is where most of our mistakes are made,

We make eur plans. We set eur geals. We empley eur
metheds. And then we want Him te bless us. WE KNOW SO
LITTLE OF THE WAYS OF THE LORD, AND SO OUR BUILDING AND
OUR WATCHING IS IN VAIN. Nething indicates what a man
knews abeut the Werd of Ged amy moere than he demenstrates
when yeu see him at werk! This is the crying need ef
eur generatienl!

We are mere cencerned abeut "results" than we are abeut
the fruit that remains. Cf., Jehn 15:16.

D. As we know, and as we work, eur confidence must always
remain in the Loerd for the completion of the building
and the preservation ef eur work.

Thie is where a Christian whe knews the Lerd can fail.

How do yeu manifest that yeur trust is in the Lerd?

When yeu leok inte the Werd ef Ged, it seems that there
is basically one answer te this questien: By the way
you PRAY!

Hew mach de yeu pray? How dees the time yeu give te
prayer cempare with the time that yeu give te your werk--
whatever that work may be?

How much time de you give te talking te yeur children
abeut the Lerd as cempared with the time that yeu talk
te the Lord abeut yeur children? Which is mere impert-
ant te you?

We can tell our children what te de; can we teach them
hew to pray, how te trust the Lerd?

IF THERE IS ONE GOOD THING ABOUT ALL OF THE PROBLEMS WE
ARE RUNNING INTO TODAY IT IS THAT CHRISTIANS ARE BEGINN-
ING TO TALK MORE ABOUT PRAYER AND PRAYING. The Lerd is
placing us in circumstances where we must learn this

truth which may have been written as leng as 3,000 years

ago.

This is the reasen that it must be said that the Church
does not need to get contemperary; THE CHORCH NEEDS TO
GET BACK TO TRUTHS WHICHWERE WRITTEN 2,000 YEARS AGO--
AND LONGER!!!1 ;

But, befere I clese tenight, let me peint eut:

III. Other Related Scriptures.
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What is stated in Psalm 127:1 ie found all threugh the Werd
of Ged.

Note the follewing passages en the negative side:

1 Geno 11:4"80

2) Psa. 2.

3) Acts 5:38, 39.

It is a vain thing te werk in cenflict with Ged and His will.

On the pesitive sides

1 Gen, 1731-8, This has te de with Abraham,

2) Ex. 6:1-8, This has te de with Meses.

3 2 Chren. 20. This has te deyith Jeheghaphat,

Concl: Could anything pessibly be mere encouraging, mere wender-
ful?

What is yeur preblem tonight? What kind ef a house are yeu seek-
ing te build? Is it yeur own life? Is it yeur marriage? 1Is it
your children? Is it yeur business? Are yeu disceuraged abeut
yeur ministry fer the Lerd-—-your persenal witness? TYeur Sunday
Scheel Class?

Whatever it may be, Psalm 12T7:1 has yeur answer., Get inte the
Werd, Spend time, MUCH TIME, in prayer. Step asking the Lerd
te help yeu; yeu ask Him fer the privilege ef helping Him! The
blessings will begin te flew, and the jey ef the Lerd will ceme
inte yeur life in a way yeu have never experienced befere.



