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MESSAGES AT TRINITY BIBLE CHURCH 

THE DIVINE PATTERN FOR BLESSINGS 
Col. 1:9-12 

. TWO EXTREMELY IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
Acts 1:1-8; 2:29-47; 8:1-4 

THREE IMPORTANT DOCTRINES 
Matt. 15:1-20 

IN PREPARATION FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Acts 1:1-14 

Panel Discussion on Particular Redemption 
Gary Custis, John Custis, Dennis Hayes 
Darrell Lockwood, Mat Uchiyama 

THE NEED FOR ANOTHER WITNESS 
or 

A REPLACEMENT FOR JUDAS 
Acts 1:15-26 

SPIRITUAL MINISTRY 
Exod. 18:7-27 

THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH 
Acts 2:1-13 

THREE GREAT PRIORITIES 
or 

THE REASON PAUL WROTE 1 TIMOTHY 1 Tim. 3: 14-16 
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Intro: 

'i;Hln�;l� GHE.aT Pl{I()nrrL.�;J 
or 

THE REASON PAUL WROTE 1 TINOTHY 
1 Timothy 3: 14-16 

Note the urgency that is apparent in what Paul says. It 
was important enough to necessitate a visit. But, just in 
case he was delayed for any reason, time was so important 
in this matter that Paul felt compelled to write. And, 
obviously, his compulsion was from the Holy Spirit. 

A careful reading of these three verses will reveal that 
there was one reason why Paul was writing, and that reason 
had to do with Timothy himself. But, in dealing fully with 
that reason, Paul found it necessary to deal with three 
great priorities -- all involving Timothy: 
1) The priority for Timothy. 
2) The priority for the Church. 
3) The priority of the Word of God. 

Let them be expressed as follows: 

I. 'rtIAT liHICH NUm BE TINOTIlY' S GHEATES'r CONCEHN -- HIS 
PRIORITY (1 Tim. 3: 15a). 

"Oughtest" = must, a necessity imposed upon him by 
divine appointment. 

His behaviour here speaks of his life, his walk, his 
conduct. And note that it is not his behaviour before 
the I;orld, but his behaviour before the Church. 
Timothy as a servant of the Lord could not live one 
"JaY and expect other believers, especially those under 
his ministry, to live another way. Cf. 1 Tim. 4: 12. 
See also our Lord's denunciation of the scribes and 
Pharisees in Natt. 23: 3. Look at Rom. 2: 21 ff. 

Paul speaks of the Church as "the house of God," i. e. , 
the place where God is now pleased to dwell and to 
make Himself known to the 'IOrld. 

II. 'l'lIE CHUHClI I S P1UhAHY hINIS'l'HY (1 Tim. 3: 15b) • 

Paul uses two terms to describe what the Church is. 
It is "the pillar and Ground of the truth." 

By "pillar" he means: 
1) That I'lhich makes and keeps the vlord of God 

prominent .. 
2) That which supports the vlord as being true. 
3) That which declares for the Word of God supreme, 

absolute, final authority. 

By IIground" Paul means that the Church sees to it that 



those within are firmly established in the Word. 

So the Church has nothing more important to be concern
ed with than the Hord of God -- its authority and its 
teaching. 

But all of this has a purpose related to what Paul began to 
say to Timothy about his life. Now it becomes apparent 
what that purpose is: 

III. 'i'Ht: 'rHUTHD GHEA'rEST THEBE, or THEHES (1 'rim. 3: 16) • 

The word of God is concerned pre-eminently with 
"godliness." This is really a letter dealing with 
"godliness." See 2:2, 10 ( same root, slighty different 
word) ; 4:7, 8; 6:3, 5, 6, 11. This is a word which 
speaks of behaving properly or reverently toward God. 
It is piety. The purpose of "godliness" is not to 
make ourselves appear holy to men, or acceptable to 
men, but to see to it that our lives are acceptable to 
God! 

,Ihat an order! "\;ihtout controversy great is the 

mystery of godliness." \,hat is the answer? Note two 
things: 
1) The answer is in the Hord. 
2) The answer is Christ. 

Note the meaning of the six statements 
about Christ, and all who are involved 
ments. 
1) "He who was manifest in the flesh." 
2) "Justified in the Spirit." 
3) ""Ben of angels." 

4) "Preached unto the Gentiles." 

5) 6) 
IIBelieved on in the world." 
"Received up into glory." 

that are made 
in these state-

Conel: Could anything be clearer for us as a church? ';Ie 
must be godly -- godly so as to please God. There 

is no other way except through the ministry of the Hord 
which in turn points us to the One Who came as a man, 
suffered and died, was received back into heaven -- all for 
the purpose of making us a godly people. 

It has to be seen in the leaders first of all. 


