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the created universe

God

life

light ∙ truth

reality

interpersonal relationships

personal identity

aesthetics ∙ ethics ∙ morality  

the meaning of life

“In the beginning,
God created
the heavens
and the earth.”

Genesis 1:1
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the created universe

God
man

woman

animal life

plant life

inanimate matter

created in
the image and 
likeness of God
“image”     =  representation
“likeness”  =  resemblance

designed for
the glory of God
grace and glory

created in order
“man” ∙ leadership
“woman” ∙ fellowship
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man

man
animals

plants & trees
matter

animals
plants & trees
matter

“And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him;
male and female he created them.”  – Genesis 1:27  

“image” = representation
“likeness” = resemblance 

communicable attributes incommunicable attributes

transcendenceimmanence

God infiniteispersonal is
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the created universe

man

God’s design

woman

animal life

inanimate matter

plant life

man ∙ leadership

divine sovereignty

woman ∙  fellowship

human responsibility
subdue ∙ rule

Satan’s design

human autonomy

God
Satanic counterfeit

Satanic corruption

human destruction
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y

man

autonomy = “self” + “law”
self‐reliance
self‐expression
self‐realization
self‐fulfillment
self‐determination

individual autonomy
collective autonomy 

independence

freedom

autonomy
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man

What is truth? 

What is life?
∙ ethics
∙ morality

What is the
meaning of life?  

Who is God? 

Who is man?
∙ self
∙ others

What is real? 
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man

theology
theism  ∙  atheism  ∙
agnosticism 

anthropology
special creation  ∙
chance organism

metaphysics
“first principles / causes”
temporal  ∙  eternal
open  ∙  closed system
concrete  ∙  abstract

aesthetics
ethics ∙ morality 

epistemology
real  ∙  ideal  ∙  nothing
revelation ∙ reason ∙
random

meaning of life
meaningless  ∙
meaning in life ∙
eternal meaning

Page 8 of 13



man

the meaning of life
∙ self improvement
∙ biological perfection
∙ virtue

to love 
to do good

∙ wisdom
∙ wealth and pleasure
∙ power and authority
∙ nihilism = the wonder

of meaninglessness

the golden rules
∙ human dignity
∙ the rule of reason
the mind ∙ the senses

∙ individualism
∙ collectivism
∙ relativism
∙ pluralism
∙ privatization
separate fact and faith

∙ toleration
never violate word code
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the created universe

God

man

❶the knowledge of God
Romans 1:18‐21 

❷ the knowledge of
right & wrong
Romans 2:13‐15

❸ the knowledge of 
the judgment
to come
Romans 1:32

God witnesses truth to man
Romans 1:18‐21

∙ everyone knows
∙ everyone “suppresses”
∙ everyone is without
excuse

lives in God’s 
world
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the created universe

God
creation

salvation

revelation

kingdom

the kingdom of God

the Lord Jesus Christ

glory
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the created universe

God restoration
of man ∙
salvation 

the kingdom of God

the Lord Jesus Christ

to know God

His character

for His glory restoration
of God ∙

sovereignty 
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the created universe

God

“For 
from Him

and through Him
and to Him

are all things.
To Him be the glory forever. 

Amen.”
Romans 11:36
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