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The Canon of Scripture
the formation of the Bible

Latin: “manuscriptus” = “manu” by hand + “scriptum” = written

0 the original manuscripts - none in existence today
9 the COpiES * some copy errors / variant readings

9 the formation of the canon - o1 “39” / NT “27” books
@ the collections - original language OT and NT

e the translations : the language of the people

Greek: Pipriio = “books” -> Bible
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The Canon of Scripture
the Old Testament

TaNaKh - Hebrew Bible
Ta = TORAH - teachings
Na = NEVIIN - prophets
Kh = KETUVIM - writings

original manuscripts  Moses to Malachi BC 1450-417

0 prophetic
Was it written by a prophet of the LORD God?

G orthodox

Is it true to the LORD God?

€) accurate

Is it true in time? Has it been fulfilled?
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The Canon of Scripture
the Old Testament

0 the Septuagint
Greek Old Testament BC 300-100
early fragments - 2" century BC complete text - 4t century AD

9 the Dead Sea Scrolls

Hebrew - Aramaic - Greek BC 150-AD 70
40% Old Testament 30% second Temple period 30% secular

9 the Latin Vulgate

Latin Bible AD 404
39 Old Testament books 16 Apocryphal “hidden, secret” books

Q the Masoretic Text

Hebrew Bible AD 600-800
the authoritative text added accents and vowel pointings
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The Canon of Scripture
the New Testament

the the the the the
original copies formation collections translations

manuscripts

none 20,000 + 27 NT books Greek NT

s

the accuracy of the copied manuscripts English NT
“95%” identical “5%" variant readings
majority text < critical text
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The Canon of Scripture
the New Testament

the use and preservation of the manuscripts
15t century

0 the inspiration of Scripture

the manuscripts were written during the first century

Q the leading churches

the manuscripts were copied by the churches
- Jerusalem
- Antioch
- Alexandria
- Rome
- Constantinople

9 the scholarly languages

the manuscripts were recorded in scholarly languages
west - Rome - Latin
east - Byzantine - Greek
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The Canon of Scripture
the New Testament

the criteria for accepting a manuscript:
1st — 4th centuries

0 apostolic

Was the document written by an apostle?

Q catholic - universal
Was the document received as authoritative by the whole church?

9 orthodox

Was the document recognized as having “right doctrine”?
Was the document accompanied with spiritual and moral effects?
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The Canon of Scripture
the New Testament

the process for accepting the manuscripts:
1st — 4th centuries

0 circulated - 70-170

the individual documents were circulated among the churches

Q recognized - 170-303

the individual documents were regarded as Scripture by the churches

€) ratified - 303-397

the individual documents were formally identified by church councils
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The Canon of Scripture
the New Testament

o the Latin Vulgate - Latin Bible - Jerome - AD 404

Q the Textus Receptus - Greek NT

late Byzantine “Eastern” manuscripts 21 editions
5 editions - Erasmus 1516 - 1519 - 1522 - 1527 - 1535
4 editions - Estienne aka Stephanus 1546 - 1549 - 1550 - 1551
9 editions - Theodore de Beza 1565-1604
3 editions - Elzevir Brothers 1624 - 1633 - 1641

Q the Majority Text - Greek NT

late Byzantine “Eastern” manuscripts
(M) Majority - traditional - ecclesiastical
Constantinopolitan - Antiochian or Syrian text

0 the Critical Text - Greek NT - Vaticanus (B) + Sinaiticus ()

(N) Nestle-Aland text 1st edition 1898 - 27t edition 1993
(U) United Bible Societies 5 editions: 1966 - 1975 - 1983 - 1993 - 2014
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The Word Became Flesh
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The Canon of Scripture
the big picture

revelation of the Word of God by divine inspiration
acceptance of books as God’s Word by the church
formation of authoritative books: OT-39 & NT-27
collection of manuscripts into the canon of Scripture
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