The Four States of Man
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The Four States of Man

the function of the will

€@ The will is a function of the nature.
man’s nature was created by God - in a state of goodness
(+) man was made in the image of God - like God
(+) man was made secondary to God - less than God

€@ The will is bound by the nature.
man was created with volition - a will
(=) man is NEVER free to act independently of his nature
(=) man is NEVER free to act independently of God

€ The will is free to act according to the nature.
man was created with “free agency”
(+) man was granted the power of contrary choice
(+) man is FULLY responsible for the function of his will

the biblical mystery
the sovereignty of God < > the responsibility of man
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The Four States of Man

the origin of evil

all evil

\ l / wickedness

& depravity

God

God is patient,
God is purposeful,
but God will always
punish all sin - all evil

disobedience

the origin of
sin & death

original sin

the good man

God designed and allowed the departure from Him - evil
as the best way to reveal His attributes for His glory
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The Four States of Man

the problem of evil

the argument for the logical impossibility of God
the presence of evil:
“If God is “all-powerful” — then He cannot be “all-good”.
“If God is “all good” — then He cannot be “all-powerful”.

dualism
the eternal existence
of good and evil

gOd in God

dualism
evil unbiblical
heresy
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The Four States of Man

the origin of evil

God is good - evil cannot exist in God
- evil is the opposite of God - a logical impossibility

G d God created in a state of goodness
o - with the power of contrary choice
God created man in a state of goodness
- with the power of contrary choice

Satan

demons

God appointed Adam as the “federal head”
m a n Adam chose to disobey God

Adam is the responsible origin of sin in mankind

all mankind are sinners in Adam
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The Four States of Man

the fallen state of man

no

power
God |-
contrary

evil

choice

the natural man

sin - death - the curse

the nature of the natural man
non posse non peccare
not able not to sin
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Christian World View

THE STATES OF MAN
2"d . the natural man




The Four States of Man

the state the state the state the state
of of of of
goodness depravity spiritual life eternal life
th
creation the fall salvation secoid eternity
coming

the
natural
man

good nature

man after
the fall

7
“~77all in Christ after

Adam & Eve all mankind
salvation
posse peccare non posse non peccare posse non peccare
able to sin not able not to sin able not to sin
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The Four States of Man
2"d . the state of depravity

the fall salvation

the
natural
man

man after
the fall

the tree of salvation
the cross of Christ

the tree
of the knowledge
of good and evil

all mankind

non posse non peccare
not able not to sin
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The Four States of Man

goodness to depravity

the state the state
of of
the fall .
goodness depravity

unique creation
- image of God
- good nature
- federal head

the
natural
man

responsible creation

free creation

- free agency
- mystery

good nature

man after
the fall

dependent creation

Adam & Eve all mankind
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The Four States of Man

the fall of man

Adam & Eve in the Garden of Eden

the test - obedience

the failure - disobedience
temptation
lust
sin

the judgment = death
spiritual
physical
eternal

“..the dragon, the serpent of old,
who is the devil and Satan...”
Revelation 12:9 - 20:2
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The Four States of Man

the judgment of man

Adam mmms) Adam
sin

QIOECMNESS deplravity

mankine memiKine

natural head = Adam is the father of the human race by generation
federal head = Adam is the representative of the human race
by divine appointment and divine imputation
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The Four States of Man

the judgment of man

God God

designated Adam as the fall imputed
the federal head Adam’s sin
the representative of the race to
“all in Adam” “all in Adam”

sin & death

the two federal heads: judgment & condemnation

€@ Adam - all in Adam
Q Christ - all in Christ

imputation = “to charge to the account of one
what rightly belongs to another”

the three imputations:

o God imputed - atthe fall - Adam’ssin - to mankind
9 God imputed - at the cross - sinners’ sin - to Christ
9 God imputes - at salvation - Christ’s righteousness - to believers
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The Doctrine of Imputation

Adam i |, _Jesus Christ

justify = to declare righteous
Romans 3:21-26 - 5:1-2
Titus 3:3-7

the crown of righteousness
2 Timothy 4:7-8

20— >»<rmr>wuv

all mankind the chosen believers in Christ
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