
Building the City upon a Hill



Royal Charter for the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, March 4th, 1629. 



“[L]oving thee truly … I leave thee in 
the arms of the Lord Jesus, our sweet 
saviour.”

"My dear wife, be of good courage, 
it shall go well with us… raise up 
thy thoughts be merry in the Lord,”

~ from Winthrop’s letters to his wife, 
Margaret. 

"Oh how it refresheth my heart, to think that I shall 
yet see thy sweet face in the land of the living, that 
lovely countenance that I have so much delighted 
in…”



A Model of Christian Charity:

The Vision: To seek out a place where we 
may live together “under a due form of 
Government both civil and ecclesiastical”

The Purpose: “The end ...is to to do more 
service to the Lord ...the comfort and 
increase of the body of Christ...that 
ourselves and our posterity may be the 
better preserved from the common 
corruptions of this evil world, to serve the 
Lord and work out our Salvation under the 
power and purity of his holy ordinances.”



Therefore let us choose life, 
that we and our seed may live, 
by obeying His voice and cleaving to Him, 
for He is our life and our prosperity.

~John Winthrop



We had now fair sunshine 
weather, and so pleasant a 
sweet air as did much 
refresh us, and there came a 
smell off the shore like the 
smell of a garden. There 
came a wild pigeon into our 
ship… ~ John Winthrop



“[A]nd then the Countrie of the 
Massachusets, which is the Paradise of 
all those parts: for, heere are many Iles 
all planted with corne; groues, 
mulberries, … gardens, and good 
harbors ... The Sea Coast as you passe, 
shewes you all along large corne fields, 
and great troupes of well proportioned 
people.”

~ John Smith, A Description of New 
England, 1616



[T]hey not being able to burie one another; ther sculls 
and bones were found in many places lying still above 
ground, where their houses & dwellings had been; a 
very sad spectackle to behould. 

~ Governor Edward Winslow



“[A]bout four years ago all the 
inhabitants died of an 
extraordinary plague, and there is 
neither man, woman, nor child 
remaining, as indeed we have 
found none.”



                Samuel de Champlain's map of Plymouth Harbor, 1605.
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St. Peter’s Church, Claybrooke Parva

‘Many were turned from darkness to light … and built up in their most holy faith’



  Arthur Hildersham, 1563-1632                                                          Thomas Hooker, 1586-1647



They maintaine, that the Word of God contained in the 
writings of the Prophets and Apostles, is of absolute 
perfection, given by CHRIST the head of the Church, to be 
unto the same, the sole Canon and rule of all matters of 
Religion, and the worship and service of God whatsoever. 
And that whatsoever done in the same service and worship, 
cannot be justified by the said Word, is unlawfull. And 
therefore that it is a sin, to force any Christian to doe any act 
of Religion, or Divine Service, that cannot evidently be 
warranted by the same. ~William Bradshaw



Arthur Hildersham, 1563-1632

    The Millenary Petition, 1603



                                   Leicester Guildhall 



William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
after Sir Anthony van Dyck,
based on a work of 1636

                                         Charles I
         Triple Portrait of Charles I, Sir Anthony van Dyck, 1635 or 1636



John Endecott
The Endecott Pear Tree



                                   Leicester Guildhall 



General Considerations for the Plantation of New England, with an Answer to several Objections,

...Our sins, for which the Lord begins already to frown 
upon us and to cut us short, do threaten evil times to be 
coming upon us, and who knows, but that God hath 
provided this place to be a refuge for many whom he 
means to save out of the general calamity, and seeing the 
Church hath no place left to fly into but the wilderness, 
what better work can there be, than to go and provide 
tabernacles and food for her against she come thither...



We will not say as the separatists were wont to say at their leaving 
England ‘Farewell Babylon!’ ‘Farewell Rome!’ but we will say 
Farewell  dear England! Farewell the church of God in England! 
And all the christian friends there. We do not go to N. England as 
separatists from the Church of England…



“[W]e received instruction and delight in 
behoulding the wonders of the Lord in the deepe 
waters … Those that love their owne chimney 
corner, and dare not go farre beyond their owne 
town’s end shall never have the honour to see 
these wonderfull workes of Almighty God.” 



We saw a mountain of ice shining as white as snow like 
to a great rocke or clift on shoare, ...though there came a 
mighty streame from the north yet it moved not, which 
made us sound, and we found a banke of 40 fathom (240 
feet) deepe whereupon we judged it to rest: and the 
height above was as much.

This day we saw a fish called a turkle, a 
great and large shell fish, swimming above 
the water neere the ship.



      John Endecott







[E]very …Congregation... of true believers, joining together according to the order 
of the Gospel, in the true Worship of God, is a true visible Church of Christ”

[E]very established Church ought to have power and liberty to elect and choose 
their own Spiritual and Ecclesiasticall Officers, and that it is a greater wrong to 
have any such forced upon them against their wills, then if they should force upon 
men wives, or upon women husbands, against their will and liking.

~English Puritanisme 





Governor Winthrop at Salem Bringing the Charter of the Bay Colony to Massachusetts







Royal Charter for the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, March 4th, 1629. 



         Francis Higginson



“most of the people of the near plantations came to welcome them and brought 
and sent for divers days great store of provisions as fat hogs, kids, venison, 
poultry, geese, partridges etc. so as the like joy and manifestation of love had 
never been seen in New England. It was a great marvel that so much people and 
such store of provisions could be gathered together at so few hours warning.”

~ John Winthrop




