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Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 

08/21 PM: The Divine Hoverer-Antidote for Nicodemus’ Dilemma 
 

O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  
to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  

Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 
nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 

 
☝ ︎ In our last session we spent the hour looking at Nicodemus’ dilemma, 
 which mirrors natural humanity’s dilemma. For the purpose of 
 clarification, let’s call this dilemma spiritual death and its effect. This 
 death and its effect are so inescapable, that all who are born locked 
 within its gates can never have any hope of escape.  
 
☝ ︎ Before we go on, let me leave a question with you to ponder. And 
 please, be consciously looking for the answer throughout this 
 evening’s message.  
 Q If someone were to ask you, What is the Cure to spiritual death  
  and its effect? ... how would you answer?  
 
☝ ︎ One more point in my introduction, (which is my aim throughout this 
 series), to which I want to draw your attention to in order to assist us 
 in  gaining the proper answer to the question above is this. The Old 
 Testament, in vivid shapes and colors, paints pictures of New 
 Testament  truths, so simply that a child can understand, what might 
 otherwise be a bit foggy. We saw this through the picture in Genesis 
 of Nicodemus’ dilemma. If not for that “painting” I’d dare say we 
 would be in a difficulty to explain this dilemma in understandable 
 terms.  
 
☝ ︎ Now let’s go back to John 3, and look for verses that hint at the Cure 
 or  Antidote to Nicodemus’, and by extent, humanity’s dilemma. 
 
John 3.3,5-8  
3 Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
 ☝ ︎ We know that when Christ says, see the kingdom of God, this seeing 
  is speaking mainly of perceiving to the point that it ends in one’s  
  salvation. And enter the kingdom of God (v.5) speaks of walking  
  through the door called salvation in order to ultimately enter God’s 
  eternal kingdom. 
 
 Q So what does born again mean? A In my perception the Holy Spirit, 
  through the words of Christ, and the pen of John, intended for us to 
  know that all life begins with Him when it comes to being cured from 

 the plague of spiritual death and its effect. We know too that born 
 again can be substituted with born from above. 
 
5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
 ☝ ︎ Christ responding to the incredulity of Nicodemus, reveals the two- 
  pronged Divine attack upon Nicodemus’ dilemma. The indispensable 
  work and person of the Holy Spirit.  
 ☝ ︎ Whether it comes to seeing or entering the kingdom of God, these  
  two are results only of the movings (hoverings), of the Holy Spirit. 
  As one writer so aptly puts it, The Gospel comes by revelation and 
  not by discovery. 
 
6 ... that which is born of the Spirit is spirit or spiritual. 
 ☝ ︎ Christ, by introducing a new phrase, brings things into focus yet  
  further. For born again He substitutes born of the Spirit. 
 Q Do you see that we are slowly seeing the meat and bones added to 
  the answer to the question that I asked you to ponder in my  
  introduction? What is the cure to spiritual death and its result? 
 ☝ ︎ Please be patient with me. We have a few more verses to consider 
  in this passage before we see all the meat and bones added. 
 
7 ... 'You must be born again.' 
 ☝ ︎ Instead of making His message more palatable in the face of  
  Nicodemus’ incredulity, Christ does something He’s been doing all  
  along. He emphasizes birth from above as an absolute necessity in 
  order for Nicodemus to escape the fix he was in. (And as a side  
  note, for those of you who are graciously being comforted by the  
  words of this message this evening, your election is that timeless  
  uterus of your birth from above. 
 
8 “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do 
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit."  
 ☝ ︎ The student of wind knows all the above to be true. But take a brief 
  moment and take a back step, cupping a hand to your mouth, and 
  simply observe. The setting is Christ, the Creator of wind using just 
  one of His creations to drive a spiritual truth home to lost  
  Nicodemus. Forgive my presumption but, I cannot help but place my 
  soiled feet in Christ’s shoes. What satisfaction! What joy! ... must  
  have been His, the moment He used His transient creation, frail as 
  it may be, as an  example of an eternal truth! In that moment I’m  
  convinced “He saw that it was good!”  
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 ☝ ︎ Dear saint or sinner, whichever you may be, perhaps outside there 
  is a strong wind or a gentle breeze. Look beyond yourself, to your  
  left, to your right, but mostly above. What does that gale or zephyr 
  whisper within your ear? Dear child. Do you not see that I was  
  created in order to mirror the activity and character of the Third  
  Person in the Godhead, ... that you might see that just as you have 
  no control over me, you have no control over your new birth, ... that 
  I only march to the orders of my Father? Dear one, let me show you 
  how you came to believe ... how you came to perceive ... how you 
  came to enter the kingdom of God. Engraved by the Sovereign  
  Creator on every fiber of my distributions is the Divine epigraph, So 
  it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit. 
 
☝ ︎ Let’s learn from our first ancestors. Who do you think it was that  
  opened their eyes so they knew they stood naked before a holy God? 
  Who was it that opened your eyes so you knew that you stood naked 
  in your sins before a holy God? THAT, dear saint, is hovering grace! 
   
☝ ︎ Now, with the help of the Holy Spirit let’s add the final meat and  
  bones to the cure of Nicodemus’ dilemma by going back once again to 
  Genesis and glean some New Testament truth. 
 
Genesis 1.2: The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters. 
 ☝ ︎ Now, let me draw your attention to this Old Testament painting in  
  vivid colors and lines. 
  Q What did we learn in the first message of this series, were the four 
   conditions of Nicodemus’ dilemma?  A We learned that Nicodemus 
   was spiritually without form, void, lost in darkness, and in an abyss.  
  Q Now, what was the Holy Spirit doing at this time? A He was  
   hovering from above.    
  Q What was the duration of this hovering? A Six days. 
  Q In one word what was the result? A LIFE 
 
 ☝  ︎(If time allows, Interject story of Betty Byrd.) 
 
 ☝ ︎ Now, Let’s acquaint ourselves with the vivid colors, hues and lines of  
   the painting we have in the 9th, 10th and 11th verses of the 3rd  
   chapter of Genesis, by re-asking, with the Lord, 3 questions,  
   1) Where are you?- what condition do you find yourself in?  
    ☝ ︎ Since it’s preposterous to think that God didn’t know their  
     location, I submit to you it was intended more as a question to 
     draw their attention to the condition of their hearts?  

   2) Who told you that you were naked?- Where did you get this  
    information to which I was only privy too? 
    ☝ ︎ a reprimand to cause shame, yet at the same time, more a  
     finger of grace pointing to the One Who supernaturally opened 
     their eyes.   (Then the eyes of both were opened, and they  
     knew that they were naked v.7).  
   3) Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to  
    eat?- conviction of indwelling sin.   
    ☝ ︎ When each of these questions are answered with a New  
     Testament understanding, we happily find hidden within their 
     confines, the very first act of grace upon the sinful heart of  
     mankind.  
 
 ！ This, dear soul、 is what a hovering Spirit looks like in action. 
 
☝ ︎ But here is the irony of it all. Before Nicodemus sat the Giver of Life, 
  our Lord Jesus Christ, the Answer to all Nicodemus’ confusion. A Man 
  sat before him the likes of which the world had never before seen and 
  will never see again until His return ... a  Man within whose bones and 
  fiber dwelled Divinity; He Who was, and is, and is to come, but most 
  of all, his Savior. How many inches away do you suppose he sat from 
  Christ? On the dark night he chose out of fear of retribution, though 
  we’ll never know, it’s probable he approached Christ in whispers. He 
  was so close to the Redeemer! Why then could Nicodemus not see  
  this man for what He was?  
 
☝ ︎ With a single Divine beckon, this Man could have summoned  
  salvation, and it would have obeyed Him.  
 
☝ ︎ But no, in keeping with the Triune God’s compact between the  
  Persons of the Godhead, Christ submitted and deferred to the  
  hovering work of the Holy Spirit. And, as soon as He did that, our  
  minds are carried on eagles wings back to the HOW of all things  
  created in Gen. 1. How many were saved merely because of Christ’s 
  presence? None. He would not permit it. How many were saved  
  merely because of His miracles? None. He would not permit it. 
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☝ ︎ Before I come to a close I’m compelled to ask you a couple of final  
  questions.  
   1 How was God first introduced to the mankind? For that answer we 
    go to very, very beginning of our Bibles.  
   A In the beginning, God created...   
    ✍ When placing the first chapter of Genesis along side John 3,  
    we shouldn’t be surprised that God is first introduced to the  
    world as Creator of all things. No wonder the Bible begins the  
    way it does!  
   2 What is the first thing we come to know about God on the day of 
    our spiritual creation? 
     A and you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and  
      sins. 
      ✍ When placing the first chapter of Genesis along side Eph. 
       2, we shouldn’t be surprised that God is first introduced to 
       the believer as Creator of a new heart. No wonder the  
       Bible begins the way it does! 
 
☝ ︎ If we believe that  God took the initiative and created all things,  
  including life, what is it that should keep us from believing that, in  
  Divine consistency, He took, and continues to take, the initiative  
  when creating new spiritual life! Those first words, In the beginning  
  God created (Gen 1.1), destroys arguments and every lofty opinion  
  raised against ... God, and takes every thought captive (2 Cor 10.5).   
 
☝ ︎ Thus, Genesis 1 puts meat and bones, not only on Nicodemus’  
  dilemma, but also on its cure. There is yet another half to this story. 
  God willing we’ll see you tomorrow evening as we explore and  
  acquaint ourselves with When the Word Dwells, Things Happen. 
 


