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�
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�
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Following are sermon notes (landscape format) for 10 messages to be delivered by 
Pastor Huggins at the combined Family Camp of Trinity Bible Church (TBC) and 
Hillcrest Bible Church (HBC). Family Camp will kick off with two messages on 
Sunday AM and PM of August 21 at TBC. The remaining eight messages will then be 
delivered during the dates of Family Camp as follows: �

A word of instruction to assist those who choose to use the following notes, but first 
an apology if the notes distract or are a hindrance because of the clutter. They were 
put together in order to assist Pastor Huggins in recalling important points by way 
of easy-to-notice colors. The color code is defined as follow:�

purple =  the character and activity of God the Father, the color purple representing 
royalty or kingship. White font represents His perfections and holiness.�

red = the character and activity of God the Son, the color red representing His 
blood. White font represents His perfections and holiness.�

blue = the character and activity of God the Holy Spirit, the color blue taken from 
Christ's comparison of the Holy Spirit to wind, in John 3. White font represents His 
perfections and holiness.�

grey = the original and natural state of man before the work of the Holy Spirit 
ending in salvation.�

black = believers, yet in their earthly bodies beset with many weaknesses. White 
font represents the believer's sanctification in spite of.�

yellow = points to be emphasized�

bold purple underline = standing on Person and work of the sovereign God�
bold red underline = standing on the Person and work of Christ.�
bold blue underline = standing on the Person and work of the Holy Spirit�

green italics = quotes�

I hope you will join me in the following prayer as we look to the Lord for the 
Summer Family Camp.�
�

O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free �
to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please. �

Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that,�
nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon)�

�



Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 

08/21 AM: Nicodemus’ Dilemma 
 

O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  
to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  

Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 
nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 

 
Part I: Understanding Nicodemus’ Dilemma 

 
� ︎ Before one begins any journey, it goes without saying that for the 
 journey ahead he has to be a member of the living. The dead don’t 
 travel. If the Bible is true, that everyone that born into this world, 
 though by all appearances they are alive, then in God’s eyes they are 
 dead. Contrary to what many believe, man doesn’t hit the ground 
 running. He somehow has to be quickened or made alive. It is at this 
 very beginning that we want to begin. What sets the Bible apart from 
 other travel books is that it assumes, then treats death, enabling the 
 traveler to travel. So that’s where we begin this 10 sermon series. 
 
� ︎ As we’re all well aware, Nicodemus had a dilemma. The key words in 
 the following passages, without defining his plight, expose his 
 dilemma. 
 
� ︎ John 3.3-10: Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
 one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."  
 4 Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born when he is old? 
 Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?"  
 5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 
 water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  
 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
 Spirit is spirit.  
 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  
 9 Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?"  
 10 Jesus answered him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do 
 not understand these things? 
 
 Q ︎ In short, what was Christ telling Nicodemus, and by extension  
  humanity, about himself? A “Nicodemus. With who you are and  
  what you have, you cannot see or enter the kingdom of God?”  So 
  what was his dilemma? What spiritual DNA was passed down to  
  him from Adam? 
� ︎ As I hope to show you, this is the very first issue that must be 
 addressed  when it comes to thinking or speaking about salvation. It’s  
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 where Christ began with Nicodemus. 
 
� ︎ We ask ourselves, “It’s quite obvious that Nicodemus had a problem. 
 What would be, if any, the very first passage in the Bible that gives 
 this  dilemma meat and bones? ... that defines it in easily perceived 
 terms? ... that names its 4 symptoms?” 
 
� ︎ I suggest for your careful perusal ... 
� ︎ Gen 1.1-2: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  
 2 The earth was without form11 and void2, and darkness3 was over the 
 face of the deep4. 
 Q ︎ What four terms are expressive of the state of all things BEFORE  
  God began His creative work? A without form1, void2, darkness3,  
  deep4 
 
 � THESE, I would suggest to you, are what give Nicodemus’ Dilemma 
  meat and bones. 
 
� ︎ You may query, and I wouldn’t blame you if you did. “Tim. Genesis is 
 talking about the physical creation, whereas John is talking about the 
 spiritual.” 
 
� ︎ I will wholeheartedly agree, but let me ask, How do you read your 
 Bible? .. as a Christian, or as a mere gatherer of facts? Further, let 
 me draw your attention to two undeniable biblical truths. 
 1 We know through Scripture that HOW God creates physically (aka 
  first creation) is EXACTLY HOW He creates spiritually (aka second 
  creation). Since His creative ability and execution of it are perfect, 
  He doesn’t need to tweak or change it to fit the circumstances. 
 2 We know through countless Scriptures that man is born in an  
  unimaginable plight and dilemma. As the profit exclaims, Who can 
  know it! 
 
Q ︎ Dear saint. Are you looking to understand better the sinfulness of 
 your sin, in order that you might have sweeter communion with your 
 Saviour?  
A Begin with Genesis! The Scriptures are one! 
 
� ︎ What better New Testament expression could we find to put meat and 
 bones on Nicodemus spiritual dilemma than the Old Testament 
 expressions, without form ... void ... darkness ... deep!  
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Part II: Elucidation (making clear) of Nicodemus’ Dilemma 
 
Q ︎ If we truly intend to understand John 3 and its practical implications, 
 why then is it so vitally important to begin the conversation in 
 Genesis? 
A Let me begin to attempt to answer this question. And I do so by 
 asking you a question, which perhaps you’ve never asked yourself 
 before? 
Q ︎ What do you suppose is the most important doctrine in the Bible? 
 How would you answer? 
 
� ︎ Picture with me a sphere. This sphere represents the whole Word of 
 God, our Bibles.  
 
� ︎ Now, slice this sphere in half, right at its equator and lay it open with 
 its interior exposed. 
 
� ︎ Within this sphere is one sphere after another defined by their outer  
 circumference, with each sphere getting smaller as it approaches the  
 center sphere. All these sphere share the same mass and are one  
 unit. 
 
� ︎ Each sphere represents a doctrine in the Bible. The closer one travels 
 to  the center, the more the doctrine has to do with God and His 
 Person, Who is the center of all things. For example, at the very core, 
 we might find the  doctrine of His incommunicable attributes, such as 
 His omnipotence, omnipresence and omniscience. 
 
� ︎ Now let’s travel to the very outermost sphere. As we pass each of 
 these doctrinal spheres, while maintaining themselves as a unit, we 
 find they have less and less to do with the Person and character of 
 God than the innermost sphere.  
 
� ︎ Now, let’s jump just outside of the outermost sphere. Here we find a 
 mass of numberless humanity, born from the beginning of time, 
 continuing their lives in whatever nation, neighborhood or state they 
 were born into. They are the offspring of two who were exiled from 
 the Garden of Eden. 
 
� ︎ God tells this mass through His Word that it is their manifest duty to 
 journey to the very core of this sphere, where the Triune God sits on 
 His throne. 
 
� ︎ In my perception there is a progressive order to the doctrines of the 
 Bible, and, that it teaches, that if we are to eventually understand 
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 and embrace the innermost doctrine, the outermost doctrine is where 
 humanity MUST begin its journey, i.e., in the understanding of it,  
 submitting to it, and embracing it.  
 
� ︎ This outer sphere cannot be kicked down by a  decision, a point I will 
 cover in my second message this evening titled (Divine Hoverer: 
 Antidote to Nicodemus’ Dilemma) 
  
� ︎ The MUST above is what makes this outermost doctrine the most 
 important. Its importance lies not in its essence, but rather in its 
 position. (explain) 
 
� ︎ This outermost sphere (biblical doctrine) sums up Nicodemus’ 
 Dilemma. Christ was in essence telling Nicodemus, “You’re in such a 
 bad state that, unless you undergo an outward influence, you will 
 never be able to understand and enter the kingdom of God. The Bible 
 continues to tell the same story while today is still called today. 
 

Part III: The Effect Upon Nicodemus of His Dilemma 
 
I  Nicodemus Attempted to Understand Spiritual Things Through  
  Everyday Experiences 
   John 3.4: "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
   second time into his mother's womb and be born? 
    � Before we jump to look down our noses at Nicodemus, let’s  
     remember 2 important facts. 
      1 No doubt Nicodemus had either seen or heard of the ability 
       of Christ to perform miracles, and YET that was not enough.  
      2 In my perception, the Holy Spirit intends through this  
       passage to show what state humanity is in. 
 
II Nicodemus, As a Result of His Natural Birth, Was Rendered Spiritually  
  Sterile 
   John 3.6: That which is born of the flesh is flesh. 
 
III  Nicodemus, As a Result of His Natural Birth, Was Unable to  
   Comprehend  
   Spiritual Truths 
    John 3.7, 9: Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?"  
    9 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  
 
IV  No Matter the Spit and Polish of Nicodemus, He Could Not Free  
   Himself From His Dilemma 
    John 3.10: Jesus answered him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and 
    yet  you do not understand these things? 
    � ︎ Story of polishing a rock in a jar. 
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Final thoughts: 
 � You see. All that total depravity could produce was Nicodemus’  
   dilemma with its progeny of total inability. Why? Because it was  
   fertilized by his spiritual formlessness ... voidness ... darkness ...  
   deepness.  
 � Look into the mirror of God’s Word. If in your attempt to live as a  
   Christian, it’s exposed a silhouette of the grave rags of your inability
   still clinging to your soul’s shoulders, begin again with a visit to  
   Genesis. 
  
� ︎ But this is not the whole story. There is more, much more. God willing 
  we’ll see you this evening for the continuing story. The Divine   
  Hoverer: Antidote to Nicodemus’ Dilemma, an exposition of where sin  
  abounded, grace did much more abound. 
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Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 

08/21 PM: The Divine Hoverer-Antidote for Nicodemus’ Dilemma 
 

O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  
to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  

Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 
nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 

 
� ︎ In our last session we spent the hour looking at Nicodemus’ dilemma, 
 which mirrors natural humanity’s dilemma. For the purpose of 
 clarification, let’s call this dilemma spiritual death and its effect. This 
 death and its effect are so inescapable, that all who are born locked 
 within its gates can never have any hope of escape.  
 
� ︎ Before we go on, let me leave a question with you to ponder. And 
 please, be consciously looking for the answer throughout this 
 evening’s message.  
 Q If someone were to ask you, What is the Cure to spiritual death  
  and its effect? ... how would you answer?  
 
� ︎ One more point in my introduction, (which is my aim throughout this 
 series), to which I want to draw your attention to in order to assist us 
 in  gaining the proper answer to the question above is this. The Old 
 Testament, in vivid shapes and colors, paints pictures of New 
 Testament  truths, so simply that a child can understand, what might 
 otherwise be a bit foggy. We saw this through the picture in Genesis 
 of Nicodemus’ dilemma. If not for that “painting” I’d dare say we 
 would be in a difficulty to explain this dilemma in understandable 
 terms.  
 
� ︎ Now let’s go back to John 3, and look for verses that hint at the Cure 
 or  Antidote to Nicodemus’, and by extent, humanity’s dilemma. 
 
John 3.3,5-8  
3 Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
 � ︎ We know that when Christ says, see the kingdom of God, this seeing 
  is speaking mainly of perceiving to the point that it ends in one’s  
  salvation. And enter the kingdom of God (v.5) speaks of walking  
  through the door called salvation in order to ultimately enter God’s 
  eternal kingdom. 
 
 Q So what does born again mean? A In my perception the Holy Spirit, 
  through the words of Christ, and the pen of John, intended for us to 
  know that all life begins with Him when it comes to being cured from 
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 the plague of spiritual death and its effect. We know too that born 
 again can be substituted with born from above. 
 
5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
 � ︎ Christ responding to the incredulity of Nicodemus, reveals the two- 
  pronged Divine attack upon Nicodemus’ dilemma. The indispensable 
  work and person of the Holy Spirit.  
 � ︎ Whether it comes to seeing or entering the kingdom of God, these  
  two are results only of the movings (hoverings), of the Holy Spirit. 
  As one writer so aptly puts it, The Gospel comes by revelation and 
  not by discovery. 
 
6 ... that which is born of the Spirit is spirit or spiritual. 
 � ︎ Christ, by introducing a new phrase, brings things into focus yet  
  further. For born again He substitutes born of the Spirit. 
 Q Do you see that we are slowly seeing the meat and bones added to 
  the answer to the question that I asked you to ponder in my  
  introduction? What is the cure to spiritual death and its result? 
 � ︎ Please be patient with me. We have a few more verses to consider 
  in this passage before we see all the meat and bones added. 
 
7 ... 'You must be born again.' 
 � ︎ Instead of making His message more palatable in the face of  
  Nicodemus’ incredulity, Christ does something He’s been doing all  
  along. He emphasizes birth from above as an absolute necessity in 
  order for Nicodemus to escape the fix he was in. (And as a side  
  note, for those of you who are graciously being comforted by the  
  words of this message this evening, your election is that timeless  
  uterus of your birth from above. 
 
8 “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do 
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit."  
 � ︎ The student of wind knows all the above to be true. But take a brief 
  moment and take a back step, cupping a hand to your mouth, and 
  simply observe. The setting is Christ, the Creator of wind using just 
  one of His creations to drive a spiritual truth home to lost  
  Nicodemus. Forgive my presumption but, I cannot help but place my 
  soiled feet in Christ’s shoes. What satisfaction! What joy! ... must  
  have been His, the moment He used His transient creation, frail as 
  it may be, as an  example of an eternal truth! In that moment I’m  
  convinced “He saw that it was good!”  
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 � ︎ Dear saint or sinner, whichever you may be, perhaps outside there 
  is a strong wind or a gentle breeze. Look beyond yourself, to your  
  left, to your right, but mostly above. What does that gale or zephyr 
  whisper within your ear? Dear child. Do you not see that I was  
  created in order to mirror the activity and character of the Third  
  Person in the Godhead, ... that you might see that just as you have 
  no control over me, you have no control over your new birth, ... that 
  I only march to the orders of my Father? Dear one, let me show you 
  how you came to believe ... how you came to perceive ... how you 
  came to enter the kingdom of God. Engraved by the Sovereign  
  Creator on every fiber of my distributions is the Divine epigraph, So 
  it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit. 
 
� ︎ Let’s learn from our first ancestors. Who do you think it was that  
  opened their eyes so they knew they stood naked before a holy God? 
  Who was it that opened your eyes so you knew that you stood naked 
  in your sins before a holy God? THAT, dear saint, is hovering grace! 
   
� ︎ Now, with the help of the Holy Spirit let’s add the final meat and  
  bones to the cure of Nicodemus’ dilemma by going back once again to 
  Genesis and glean some New Testament truth. 
 
Genesis 1.2: The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters. 
 � ︎ Now, let me draw your attention to this Old Testament painting in  
  vivid colors and lines. 
  Q What did we learn in the first message of this series, were the four 
   conditions of Nicodemus’ dilemma?  A We learned that Nicodemus 
   was spiritually without form, void, lost in darkness, and in an abyss.  
  Q Now, what was the Holy Spirit doing at this time? A He was  
   hovering from above.    
  Q What was the duration of this hovering? A Six days. 
  Q In one word what was the result? A LIFE 
 
 �  ︎(If time allows, Interject story of Betty Byrd.) 
 
 � ︎ Now, Let’s acquaint ourselves with the vivid colors, hues and lines of  
   the painting we have in the 9th, 10th and 11th verses of the 3rd  
   chapter of Genesis, by re-asking, with the Lord, 3 questions,  
   1) Where are you?- what condition do you find yourself in?  
    � ︎ Since it’s preposterous to think that God didn’t know their  
     location, I submit to you it was intended more as a question to 
     draw their attention to the condition of their hearts?  
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   2) Who told you that you were naked?- Where did you get this  
    information to which I was only privy too? 
    � ︎ a reprimand to cause shame, yet at the same time, more a  
     finger of grace pointing to the One Who supernaturally opened 
     their eyes.   (Then the eyes of both were opened, and they  
     knew that they were naked v.7).  
   3) Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to  
    eat?- conviction of indwelling sin.   
    � ︎ When each of these questions are answered with a New  
     Testament understanding, we happily find hidden within their 
     confines, the very first act of grace upon the sinful heart of  
     mankind.  
 
 � This, dear soul� is what a hovering Spirit looks like in action. 
 
� ︎ But here is the irony of it all. Before Nicodemus sat the Giver of Life, 
  our Lord Jesus Christ, the Answer to all Nicodemus’ confusion. A Man 
  sat before him the likes of which the world had never before seen and 
  will never see again until His return ... a  Man within whose bones and 
  fiber dwelled Divinity; He Who was, and is, and is to come, but most 
  of all, his Savior. How many inches away do you suppose he sat from 
  Christ? On the dark night he chose out of fear of retribution, though 
  we’ll never know, it’s probable he approached Christ in whispers. He 
  was so close to the Redeemer! Why then could Nicodemus not see  
  this man for what He was?  
 
� ︎ With a single Divine beckon, this Man could have summoned  
  salvation, and it would have obeyed Him.  
 
� ︎ But no, in keeping with the Triune God’s compact between the  
  Persons of the Godhead, Christ submitted and deferred to the  
  hovering work of the Holy Spirit. And, as soon as He did that, our  
  minds are carried on eagles wings back to the HOW of all things  
  created in Gen. 1. How many were saved merely because of Christ’s 
  presence? None. He would not permit it. How many were saved  
  merely because of His miracles? None. He would not permit it. 
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� ︎ Before I come to a close I’m compelled to ask you a couple of final  
  questions.  
   1 How was God first introduced to the mankind? For that answer we 
    go to very, very beginning of our Bibles.  
   A In the beginning, God created...   
    � When placing the first chapter of Genesis along side John 3,  
    we shouldn’t be surprised that God is first introduced to the  
    world as Creator of all things. No wonder the Bible begins the  
    way it does!  
   2 What is the first thing we come to know about God on the day of 
    our spiritual creation? 
     A and you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and  
      sins. 
      � When placing the first chapter of Genesis along side Eph. 
       2, we shouldn’t be surprised that God is first introduced to 
       the believer as Creator of a new heart. No wonder the  
       Bible begins the way it does! 
 
� ︎ If we believe that  God took the initiative and created all things,  
  including life, what is it that should keep us from believing that, in  
  Divine consistency, He took, and continues to take, the initiative  
  when creating new spiritual life! Those first words, In the beginning  
  God created (Gen 1.1), destroys arguments and every lofty opinion  
  raised against ... God, and takes every thought captive (2 Cor 10.5).   
 
� ︎ Thus, Genesis 1 puts meat and bones, not only on Nicodemus’  
  dilemma, but also on its cure. There is yet another half to this story. 
  God willing we’ll see you tomorrow evening as we explore and  
  acquaint ourselves with When the Word Dwells, Things Happen. 
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Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 

08/22 PM: When the Word Dwells, Things Happen 
 

O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  
to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  

Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 
nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 

 
� ︎ I want to begin this evening by first turning with you to John1.14: 
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
 his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
 truth. 
 
� ︎ I fear, rather than prayerfully pondering enough this verse, especially 
 those three little words we have seen, preceded by dwelt among us, 
 we satisfy ourselves with an earth-bound understanding. Visualize 
 with me, if you will, that the first two messages of this series are two 
 flashlights. By recalling what we’ve already learned, take that 
 knowledge in your hand and shine their lights on these three words, 
 we have seen. Methinks that soon we will see, that embodied within 
 are some quite significant truths. 
 
� ︎ How could we put this verse into layman’s terms? Picture with me if 
 you will, the headwaters of a spring called all that we have seen” 
 Above its lintel are the words dwelt among us. We must begin our 
 conversation here. Before speaking of Christ’s glory, His glory as of 
 the only Son, His glory as being from the Father, His glory as One so 
 full of grace and truth, we must, by God’s grace, solve the riddle of 
 dwelt among us, and we have seen.  
 
� ︎ There MUST have been something quite remarkable going on in the 
 secret recesses of the hearts of John and the disciples, for having 
 such an eye-opening and eternal effect upon them. The dichotomy 
 was that Christ had dwelled among men for 33 years, the most of 
 which were unaffected for the good. Why? What was the difference 
 between John’s dwelling and that other kind of dwelling? 
 
� ︎ Let’s now go to the very beginning of our Bibles, once again to 
 Genesis 1.  There are two words, which are repeated 10 times in this 
 chapter, when God created all things. They are, God said, seen in vv. 
 3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26, 28 and 29.  
 
Q Borrowing John’s New Testament phrase, how can we express what 
 happened 10 times in the 1st chapter of Genesis?   
A  We can say, God’s Word dwelled on ten different occasions on a world,  
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 which was without form, void, under the spell of darkness and awash 
 in hopeless depth. 
 
Q What happened then, when God’s Word dwelled in Genesis?  
A  The heavens, the earth, light and darkness; Heaven; dry land, the 
 seas, and vegetation; the sun, the moon and the stars; living 
 creatures in the water, birds in the air; and land animals and people 
 came into being. In short, when God’s Word dwelled, things happened. 
 
Q At this point, with a glance back to John 1.14, let’s confront a 
 problem that to avoid would potentially give us a twisted view of God 
 and His Word? Mankind continues to live seemingly unaffected by the 
 Word of God. It scorns and laughs at God, if not on the outside, 
 within its heart. Shall we  conclude by that that the efficacy of God’s 
 Word is a fable, sterile and subject to man’s whims? Is it just a 
 dreamed up hope of the Church? Why couldn’t the majority of the 
 Jews, and by extent, humanity, quote John 1.14 as their own? And 
 the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
 glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and  
 truth. Many had seen Christ work His miracles, some no doubt 
 talked to Him, and many followed Him. Why then did this kind of 
 dwelling not produce the same effect upon the crowds as the effect of 
 the disciples dwelling upon the John and the disciples? Why was it not 
 effectual even in the face of God’s authentication of Christ as 
 witnessed by Peter in Acts 2. Is there some hidden weakness in God’s 
 Word that we are not being told about? Is it up to man’s will whether 
 or not Christ’s dwelling is going to be effectual or not?  
 
A For this answer we go back to God’s 10 Word Dwellings in Genesis, 
 which shed light on John 1.14. If we were allowed only one adjective 
 to express  God’s 10 Word Dwellings in Genesis, what would it be? 
 Would it not be effectual? God’s Word Dwellings were  effectual, not so 
 much in the results, as in God’s INTENTION. Before one creative 
 breath came out of His mouth intention was is full bloom. Though not 
 created yet, all things were as well as created, before one word came 
 out of His Divine mouth, because they were already INTENDED.  
 
� Visualizing illustrations or examples in order to comprehend a difficult 
 fact, is an invaluable tool. But for one who has only experienced life 
 under the reign of sin, he will inevitable run to the empty vault of 
 some earthly experience into order to understand a spiritual truth. It 
 will most likely be a full vault, yet bereft of any satisfactory analogy. 
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� Let’s not draw on earthly experience in order to judge or understand 
 Divine INTENTION, thus assuming weakness upon Divine Intention. 
 E.g., Exercise or execution of human intentions even at their best can 
 never be used as something to mirror Divine intentions. Because they 
 are in essence never effectual. Remember Nicodemus! He fatally drew 
 upon earthly experience to attempt an understanding of what Christ 
 was saying. “Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and 
 be born?" He forgot to read the disclaimer of his reference material. 
 Human Experience: unsuitable for spiritual knowledge.  
 
� ︎ Divine intention drove and continues to drive the vehicle of God’s 
 Word Dwellings. Speaking as a man, If God spoke without intending, 
 nothing would have been created. Herein lies the difference between 
 John’s dwelling and the other kind of dwelling. God intended one to 
 be effectual and intended the other not to be effectual. 
 
� ︎ Now let’s come back to John 1.14 and make application. Herein lies 
 the  secret to God’s Word, Christ, dwelling among worldlings, versus 
 dwelling among His elect. The later carries with it a Divine intention to 
 open the heart’s eye. It’s what caused the world to recognize (but not 
 understand) that the disciples had been with Jesus. It is the same 
 method and effect as Genesis 1. The former does not carry with it the 
 Divine intention to save. It is enough to judge, but is sterile to save. 
 
� ︎ Now for our remaining time let’s look at the seven perfect 
 characteristics of God’s intended effect of Christ’s Word dwellings 
 upon the disciples. Once again, it is important to note that each and 
 all of these effects upon the hearts of not only the disciples, but you 
 too as a child of God, is due solely to Divine intention upon our  
 hearts. Remember! We do not discover Christ, God’s Word. He is 
 revealed to us.  
 
� ︎ Peer now with me into the finished Work of God upon our hearts; that 
 day  that when by His gracious Spirit he dwelled Christ upon your 
 formlessness, your void, your darkness and your abyss. Through the 
 following characteristics, let’s remind ourselves how effectual God’s 
 Word Dwelling was, and continues to be, upon our hearts. 
  1 And the Word became flesh  

   � You now see and perceive that God’s gracious Word has  
    become simple and understandable flesh, replacing the harsh 
    complexity of the works of Law. 
 
  2 and dwelt among us 
   � What do you see dear soul? Why do you look at the city lights 
    of Egypt? It holds no hope. Where does your help come from? 
    Look! God’s Word is dwelling among your very soul! 
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  3 and we have seen his glory 
   � The eye-scales of the effect of original sin, which have  
    provided only a blur, now have been removed. You now see  
    past Christ’s humanity to His Divine character hidden within.  
 
  4 glory as of the only Son 
   � You now see His glory, not as conjured up aimless shafts of  
    light, but as the single shaft diffusing from God’s only Son. 
 
  5 from the Father  
   � Dear elect, you now see that He is the very Word Dwelling of 
    God’s unmerited love for you. Through Him you see clearly  
    how God feels about you, thoughts He’s had before the  
    foundation of the world. 
 
  6 full of grace  
   � The long-awaited riverbed of grace, parched from endless  
    seasons of rainless summers, is now swollen with the spring  
    rains of Christ’s blood, flowing unabated. And under your feet 
    a subterranean branch which previously could not be seen  
    flowing beneath your deepest sin is now in clear view. 
 
  7 full of truth 
   � When you look around, dear saint or sinner, what do you see 
    upon life’s sea? Countless sizes and shapes of boats just like  
    yours, tossed upon life’s seas, all with tattered sails. When  
    despair begins to settle in, let your tear-filled eyes climb your 
    own mast. See there that Truth in the flesh fills your sails, and 
    His replenishments will be unbroken until you safely arrive at 
    your eternal haven of rest. 
 
� ︎ You see! THIS is what John, the disciples and you dear saint see. The 
 world sees only His flesh. But God’s intention was and continues to be 
 that you see these 7 characteristics of your Savior. Thus, with this 
 kind of dwelling Jesus, things happen! As God’s Word dwelled 
 effectually in Genesis, causing all creation to come into being, so His 
 Divine Word, our Lord Jesus Christ dwells effectually within each of  
 us, because that was His  intention and His intention alone! 
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� ︎ I close with the words of the Psalmist in the 29th Psalm. 
 

3 The Voice of the LORD is over the waters;  
the God of glory thunders,  

the LORD, over many waters. 
 

4 The Voice of the LORD is powerful;  
the Voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

 
5 The Voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;  

the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
 

7 The Voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
 

8 The Voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;  
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 
9 The Voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth  

and strips the forests bare, and in his temple all cry, "Glory!" 
 

� When the Word dwells, things happen! 
 
� ︎ Tomorrow morning, Lord willing we’ll continue the thread of this 
 journey by exploring the intriguing study of A Gracious instinct – a 
 gracious state of the heart.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

03-FC 08-22-2016pm - pg 5

Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 
08/23 AM: A Gracious Instinct: a gracious state of the heart 

 
O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  

to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  
Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 

nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 
 
� ︎ According to my Bible software, the word thirst, thirsty or thirsted 
 appears over 55 times, sometimes as a physical instinct, and 
 sometimes as something spiritual. Thirst is so intertwined into the 
 human fabric, that no one can escape it. The slave and the free, the 
 wealthy and the poor, the sick and the well; it knows no national or 
 ethnic boundaries; it rules all living things. It drives a herd of 
 elephants across hundreds of miles in bitter quest for water. Thirst 
 causes the wildebeest to risk death in the jaws of a crocodile. It is an 
 unstoppable engine, a force, an instinct, Divinely created within all 
 living things in order to preserve life. Thirst is so vital that we pipe 
 water into our homes and restaurants. It’s what the hiker and the 
 astronaut pre-plan for. 
 
� ︎ It is noteworthy that Christ, in speaking about spiritual thirst, by 
 making use of the word that is used for the physical kind, draws the 
 listener to  take a new look at physical thirst. Because of this, 
 perhaps by asking ourselves the following question we will be 
 sensitized to what I perceive is the Biblical understanding of what our 
 Lord and Isaiah preach. That question is, What can I learn from 
 physical thirst that will properly set my  sail to understand what is said 
 about spiritual thirst?  
 
� Just as natural thirsting, spiritual thirsting is Divinely designed to live 
 side by side with the natural in each believer.  
 
� ︎ Let’s begin first with our Lord’s street sermon in John.  
 John/��� 7.37: On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus 
 stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me1 and 
 drink2.” 
  Q Assuming that we are all in agreement that Christ’s red letters  
   are speaking of spiritual thirst, what is Christ declaring here?  
  Q In order to answer the above question, let’s first take a look at�  
    natural thirsting by asking and answering a second question.  
   What simple yet often unconsidered characteristic about this kind 
   of thirsting strikingly stands out?  
  A1 As we learned above, thirst is a created instinct for the   
   continuance of all life. It is something natural. None can by their 
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   will cause hunger or thirsting. The little boy or girl does not say, 
   “I’ve just decided to get thirsty. May I have a drink?” If it were  
   left to those elephants they would probably choose to reject the 
   agony of thirst and what it takes them through.  
  A2 Just as the God Who created man to naturally sense hunger and 
   thirsting, that same God must create hungering and thirsting  
   within the heart of a sinner. In my perception, it is in THIS sense 
   that we must understand this and the following verses. Based on 
   what we know about the physical kind of thirsting, wasn’t Christ 
   declaring, If anyone finds himself in a state of spiritual thirst, let 
   him come to me and drink? The Bible does not teach that spiritual 
   hungering or thirsting can be caused by the human. In fact, in my 
   perception, it teaches quite the opposite. It’s what I will call a  
   gracious instinct. 
 
� While the Old Testament gives reports of the Israelites thirsting along 
 the  way, Christ and Isaiah introduce an entirely new and different 
 perspective when they interject, Blessed are they which hunger and 
 thirst after  righteousness. Thirsting is never something comfortable. 
 Yet Christ calls it blessed. The hungry baby cries to be fed because 
 his tummy hurts. 
 
� ︎ Now let’s see what we can learn further from Isaiah.    
 Isa/��� 55.1: "Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
 and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and 
 milk without money and without price.  
  Q According to Isaiah what qualification must one have, who would 
   approach Christ?  
  A Come, everyone who thirsts.  
   ��Does this verse insinuate that it is up to us to conjure up  
     thirst? If it is not possible in the physical world, how can it be 
     possible in the spiritual? (Harmony ... or ... out of tune?) 
   � Doesn’t it rather point to a gracious state of thirst? 
   � Isaiah says the same thing as our Lord. If anyone finds himself 
     in a state of spiritual thirst, let him come to me and drink. 
   � Dear soul, I cannot know in what condition you’ve come this  
     morning. But I do know two things about you if you’re here  
     accompanied by a spiritual thirst to drink Christ. 
      1  Your thirst is a gracious instinct created within you, dimly 
       mirrored by your physical thirst. Both are instincts created 
       by God, one physical the other spiritual. You have not far 
       to look to see they are both created instincts. 
      2 The invitation to come to the waters, is for you. 
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� ︎ In Matthew 16.15 Peter was made aware of similar gracious state, 
 when Christ said, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
 blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
 
� ︎ Now finally, let’s look at the words of Christ in His sermon on the 
 mount.  
 Matt/	��  5.6: "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
 righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  
  � ︎ Dear saint, what of those sleepless nights upon your tear-stained 
   pillow, when you poured out your heart for such hungering and  
   thirsting? Your failures thus far have taught you well that this can 
   only be a gracious instinct. Do not let the flame of this holy desire 
   cause you to overlook that a gracious instinct has caused such  
   bleatings. 
 
  ��If you find yourself in such a state, the Bible calls you blessed,  
   NOT for what you were able to perform, but rather what the Holy 
   Spirit has performed within you. You are blessed if you suffer  
   thirst and hunger pangs. 
      
  ��Your blessing exists in your gracious state. That is, in spite of  
   your inability, God caused you to hunger and thirst. Just as a  
   newborn cannot cause thirst within its little frame, child of God, 
   you have no instinctive ability to hunger and thirst after   
   righteousness. 
 
  � Let’s be sure not to confuse ability with responsibility. (explain-  
   You have the responsibility to hunger and thirst after   
   righteousness. But that does not mean you have the ability to do 
   so.) 
 
  � Our churches have become broken down incubators of human  
   sovereignty, when instead they should be bastions of gracious  
   Divine  sovereignty. What do I mean by bastion? - a place or  
   system in which something continues to survive. 
 
� ︎ In conclusion, how then should we react when we find ourselves in a 
 gracious cognizant state of hungering and thirsting? I would suggest 
 four. 
  A1 It is to rejoice in the Holy Spirit, and, repeat with Christ, I  
   thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth1, that you have  
   hidden these things from the wise and understanding and  
   revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your 
   gracious will2. (Luke 10.21) 
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  A2 Embodied in the words of Christ, let him come, is approaching 
   Christ with the perfect mixture of fearlessness and fearfulness. 
 
  A3 It is to be graciously cognizant of living water effervescing from 
   two sources, and making one pool. (Use analogy of two  
   effervescing sources in a spring in Oita Prefecture)  
   Spring 1: to me (John 7.37 above)= It is to be graciously  
   cognizant that Only Christ HAS the water. 
   Spring 2: and drink (John 7.37 above)= It is to be graciously  
   cognizant that Only Christ IS the water.�  
 
  A4 It is to quench your spiritual instinct by graciously drinking of  
   Him in faith.  
 
� ︎ The reality to which each of us can attest is this. Behind the skirt of 
 gracious repose lurks and enemy so tenacious and unrelenting as to 
 draw  us once again away from the Divine Spring with enticing words 
 to “rejoin Egypt.” Lord willing, this evening, we’ll expose the enemy of 
 Mortal Nostalgia. 
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Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 
08/23 PM: Mortal Nostalgia: its causes, symptoms and Cure 

 
O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  

to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  
Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 

nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 
 

� ︎︎ We began this journey with a sobering look at our condition before  
 life. The Holy Spirit then hovered over our death and caused life. We 
 saw too that when God’s Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, dwells among 
 us, things happen. Being now fitted for the journey, ere long and the 
 instinct of thirst gnaws at our throats. It is a faithful friend, even 
 going so far as to cause pain if it is not satisfied. It is the timepiece 
 that tells us when it’s time to drink. Without it we perish. Without it 
 the desert elephants would not be driven to find water’s source. Life, 
 as we know it today, would have gone extinct not long after creation. 
 Spiritual instinct nourished by the Holy Spirit has lead us to Living 
 Waters. We are at peace though the flames of the searing sands of 
 life’s journey attempt to singe our rest.  
 
� ︎︎ YET! Because we are not watchful in the reposes of our temporary 
 desert, a new enemy, more fearful than Dark Pharaoh sets its teeth 
 against us. While we are barring the door, we discover too late that 
 somehow it found our back door ajar, setting up its battle  
 headquarters within. We don’t have a clue as to how it that could 
 have happened. Its name is Mortal Nostalgia. 
 
� ︎︎ As life marches on, and one generation follows another, every 
 generation, when the color of their hair changes to grey, more often 
 than not, looks back on a “better” time. People talk about it, 
 restaurants attempt to bring it back with a retro design, and ghost 
 towns are preserved. The general perception of being nostalgic is not 
 something to be avoided, but rather something warm and fuzzy. I 
 must confess I’ve been nostalgic at times.  
 
� ︎︎ In order to give good progression to this message first let’s define  
 Nostalgia.  It is pleasure and sadness that is caused by remembering  
 something from the past and wishing that you could experience it 
 again. I would add to this that there are three types of nostalgia. 1) a 
 longing for  some earthly good ol’ days. 2) a longing for some spiritual 
 good ol days. 3) an envy of the wicked. Nostalgia is something quite 
 harmless until it takes up residence in the heart. 
 

� ︎︎ Many things can prime to pump of Mortal Nostalgia, but perhaps none  
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 more so than the steep grades and the deep valleys of the Christian 
 journey. To name a few; the world’s blatant shedding of all things 
 Divine, a wayward child, poor health, spiritual and mental fatigue, or 
 age. But what seems to be most successful in priming the pump of 
 Mortal Nostalgia are the incessant breakers of personal besetting sins. 
 Have you ever secretly muttered in your heart, Oh for a return to the 
 time that every day was bliss; the time when I had no consciousness 
 of spiritual right and wrong! My life was so uncluttered then! 
 
� ︎︎ David was bitten by the bug of nostalgia. For I was envious of the 
 arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. For they have no 
 pangs until death; their bodies are fat and sleek. They are not in 
 trouble as others are; they are not stricken like the rest of mankind. 
 (Psa 73.3-5). And again in vv. 12 and 13. Behold, these are the 
 wicked; always at ease, they increase in riches.  
 13 All in vain have I kept my heart clean and washed my hands in 
 innocence.  
  
� ︎︎ Jeremiah too was bitten by the bug. Righteous are you, O LORD, 
 when I complain to you; yet I would plead my case before you. Why 
 does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all who are treacherous 
 thrive (Jer  12.1)? 
 
� ︎︎ The Jews too, showed symptoms of this disease when a desire to be 
 like  the nations around them caused them to ask for a king. The 
 Jewish nation has never been the same since. 
 
� ︎︎ And of course we’re familiar with Job in chapter 21, where he was 
 envious of the wicked. In v. 7 he laments, Why do the wicked live, 
 reach old age, and grow mighty in power? 
 
� ︎︎ Mortal Nostalgia was so important to Stephen that he spoke of it in 
 his last sermon here on earth. He preached, Our fathers refused to 
 obey him [Moses], but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they 
 turned to Egypt ... (Acts 7.39).  
 
� ︎︎ Even Satan gets involved in incubating Mortal Nostalgia. With Pharaoh 
 he says, “I will let you go to sacrifice to the LORD your God in the 
 wilderness; only you must not go very far away (Exo 8.28).”   
 
I The Internal Enemy of Mortal Nostalgia Spawns Nimble Grumbling 
 Within  
 Exo 16.1-3: They set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the 
 people of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between 
 Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they 
 had departed from the land of Egypt.  
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  2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled  
   against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness,  
   � ︎︎ God’s people had only been in the wilderness for about 6  
    weeks, and already they were complaining; our typically  
    human nature is quickly discontented and rebellious even in  
    the best of  circumstances. 
  
II The Internal Enemy of Mortal Nostalgia Spawns Three poisons of Asps  
 Under Their Lips  
 3 and the people of Israel said to them, "Would that we had died by 
 the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt11, when we sat by the 
 flesh pots and ate bread to the full2, for you have brought us out 
 into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger3."  
  1st Poison Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the  
     land of Egypt 
   � It Causes blindness to a former condition when they were  
     slaves in Egypt.  
   ��It causes memory loss that they had been as good as dead  
     anyway.  
 
  2nd Poison  ... when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the  
      full 
   ��It masks death in the pot with and invitation to Egypt’s  
     gluttonous banquets. 
   ��It is such a potent poison that, scarcely had the scabs on their  
     wrists and ankles, bearing witness to their past slavery,  
     healed, before they were drunk with a lust to once again slide  
     their knees under Egypt’s table, and have just one more meal 
     of bondage. 
 
   Q Do we persist in our nostalgic appetite for the bread of men?  
     Christ, speaking through the Apostle John writes: For the  
     bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives  
     life to the world. 
 
   ��We should be looking skyward instead of downward.  
 
  3rd Poison You have brought us out into this wilderness to kill. 
   ��It causes one to lose their reason. The poison of Mortal  
     Nostalgia works so effectively that they had lost their reason, 
     no longer able to recall the 9 plagues and the 10th of   
     deliverance.  
   ��A poignant parallel: Christian too has already had the blood of  
     the Passover Lamb applied to his heart. With full supplies for  
     the journey. A long 430 years in Egypt are a slowly fading  
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     memory, and now only a small dot on the horizon of his back  
     trail. Yet, after a mere “6 weeks out”, when Christian’s life  
     becomes a burden, in the guise of assassinating the character 
     of God’s servants, Christian begins assassinating God’s  
     character and His Saving Intention. 
      Exo/������ 16.8: ... the LORD has heard your grumbling 
      that you grumble against him��what are we? Your grumbling 
      is not against us but against the LORD." 
 
 	�At first, complacency takes up that portion of Christian’s heart,  
   unswept by prayer. Then soon he is making his world view more  
   palatable to the Egyptians. Christian joins them at their feasts, if  
   not in body, in mind.  
  
 � The enemy, that wily one, who mixes up the potion of mortal  
   nostalgia, that great deceiver, is daily at work, planting the seeds  
   of doubt of God’s character and motive. He would have us believe  
   that God is a killer rather than the Giver of Life.  
 
 � Our prayer should ever be, LORD, let not the deceptively calm  
   tide of lukewarmness stealthily build into icy swells of coldness of  
   heart. 
 
 � The Spirit of Christ asks us, And now what do you gain by going 
   to Egypt to drink the muddy waters of the Nile (Jer 2.18)? 
 
III Pushing Ourselves Away from the Flesh Pots of Egypt 
 	 If due to a momentary lapse in judgment, or because of some  
   darling sin, we find ourselves with our knees under the table of  
   the flesh pots of the world, and the Holy Spirit has graciously  
   awakened us to our condition, before we dip our spoons into the 
   broth, it’s the  perfect time to push ourselves away from the  
   table...the time to reject mortal nostalgia. 
 
 	 Pushing ourselves away from the table is not, though, the  
   antidote to mortal nostalgia. It is just the beginning. So what is  
   this “pushing away?” 
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 	 Let’s look at the four antidotes for mortal nostalgia. They have to 
   do with a taking ourselves in hand, perhaps best expressed in the 
   two verses of the following Psalm. 
    Psa/�� 73.25-26: Whom have I in heaven but you11? And there  
    is nothing on earth that I desire besides you2.  
    1 Taking myself in hand by asking myself a question.  
     � Whom have I in heaven but You Lord?  
 
    2 Taking myself in hand by, in the stead of LISTENING TO  
     myself, TALKING TO myself with the following words:  
     � And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.  
 
    26 My flesh and my heart may fail3, but God is the strength of  
    my heart4 and my portion forever5.  
    3 Acknowledging and confessing my utter insufficiency. 
     � My flesh and my heart may fail 
 
    4 Reminding myself of Who Christ is to me  
     � but God is the strength of my heart forever 
 
    5 and my portion forever 
     � All the bright lights and food of Egypt and, even all the  
      blessings designed for me by Thy Sovereign hand pale in 
      their luster next the my Christ, my Portion below, and  
      which forever He shall be Above.  
 
� Now that we have graciously received the antidote for Mortal 
 Nostalgia, instead of sneaking backward glances at Sodom, a new and 
 faithful companion joins us on our journey. Lord willing, tomorrow 
 morning, we’ll  explore and come to know this new companion, 
 Enduring Faith.  
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Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 

08/24 AM: An Enduring Faith 
 

O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  
to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  

Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 
nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 

 
� ︎ The New Testament introduces two facets of faith. The first facet we 
 will call, beginning faith. It is what the sinner first, by the grace of 
 God, executes in order to set out on his journey as a believer. It is 
 what is necessary unto salvation. The second aspect we’ll call, 
 enduring faith. It is an ever-present companion of the believer, to 
 assist him along his earthly journey. The gift of beginning faith is a 
 finished work in the life of the believer. His name has been written in 
 the Book of Life by the blood of the Lord Jesus, and can never be 
 erased. Enduring faith, on the other hand is an indispensable tool for 
 the completion of the journey.  
 
� ︎ The Church as a whole is quite familiar with beginning faith. Some  
 attribute it  correctly to the grace of God. To the believer it is a 
 priceless jewel. But when it comes to enduring faith, the same Church  
 experientially is not as familiar with it, though it’s in our 
 consciousness. We know the Bible is loaded with calls to enduring 
 faith yet, in our times of testings, failures and sins, we must confess, 
 as close of a companion as it is, we’re not as familiar with it as we 
 ought to be.  
 
� ︎ Perhaps you would agree with me that miraculous as beginning faith 
 is, life’s tempest, esp. those of a personal nature, batter the gunwales 
 of enduring faith to a greater degree. Such thoughts as, I don’t 
 measure up to God’s expectations, unconquered besetting sins, our 
 tongues, our thoughts, sensed lack of thirst and hunger, how quickly 
 we stumble and sin, just to name a few, are relentless waves that 
 batter our gunwales in an attempt to finish off enduring faith. 
 Beginning faith has already finished its work; our salvation is secure 
 yet, the enemy doggedly attempts to topple the very thing that 
 stands between him and us ...our enduring faith.  
 
� ︎ A weak enduring faith is more often than not, not because we haven’t 
 tried hard enough, but rather attributable to the absence of 
 remembering and  trusting. The Jews are to be commended for their 
 tireless effort. It was their object that failed and betrayed them. 
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� ︎ Perhaps you’ve discovered that it’s possible to have a clear and 
 biblical understanding of beginning faith yet, be comparatively 
 ignorant about enduring faith. The tenets are all in place, like an 
 engine ready to be started, but the key of practical living has been 
 misplaced. Too often we go to our spiritual work sheds, even praying 
 as we go, but as we begin to mix up the paint of enduring faith we 
 forget to add the two hardeners of remembrance and trust, resulting 
 in a faith with no backbone, and unable to withstand storms.  
 
� ︎ Hardener has been added to the paint on our cars, hardening it from  
 buffeting winds, beating rains and the relentless blaze of a brassy  
 sun. In the same way our enduring faith is hardened against life’s 
 storms by the hardeners of remembrance and trust.  
 
� ︎ BUT! It is not an aimless affair neither is it beating the air. Enduring 
 faith can  only be injected with vigor if the Object of remembrance 
 and trust is right. It is not a mere mental exercise. No painter, after 
 having dipped his  brush in the bucket, starts slinging aimlessly. 
 Remembrance is not aimlessly recalling happier days or times, or 
 beating the air by filling our minds with happy thoughts. No. It is 
 something much more focused. Neither is it a trusting in ourselves, to 
 pull ourselves up by our boot straps. It is correctly answering the 
 question, “What am I remembering? What am I trusting?” 
 
� ︎ The New Testament is full of phrases which suggest enduring faith. ... 
 run that you may obtain the prize (1 Cor 9.24); I do not run 
 aimlessly, I do not box as one beating the air (1 Cor 9.26); let us run 
 with endurance  the race that is set before us (Heb 12.1); and if 
 only I may finish my course (Acts 20.24).  
 
� ︎ This morning I want to look at an Old Testament passage that is 
 overflowing with New Testament truth. BUT, it must be read not with 
 the  tool of beginning faith in hand, but rather, with the tool of an 
 enduring faith, ready to be sharpened and tempered by remembrance 
 and trust. Simply stated, that involves  reading it in faith,  
 remembering and trusting what God’s thoughts towards you are as 
 His child; this in spite of all your shortcomings, age, physical 
 weaknesses, etc., etc. 
  
� ︎ As I’ve already stated above, the efficient execution of enduring faith 
 involves two functions; calling to remembrance and believing/trusting 
 what God says and thinks about you as His child.  
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� ︎ Now let’s apply this formula to the passage in front of us. 
  
Zeph 3.17: The LORD your God is in your midst11, a mighty one who will 
save2; he will rejoice over you with gladness3; he will quiet you by his 
love4; he will exult over you with loud singing5.  
 
 � Dear saint, talk to yourself with David, Why are you cast down, O  
  my soul?(Psa 42.5) If once is not enough, repeat after him the  
  second time. Why are you cast down, O my soul? (Psa 42.11). If  
  twice is not enough, repeat after him the third time. Why are you  
  cast down, O my soul?(Psa 43.5) Let these three feeble strokes of  
  your broom of hope, no matter how weak they may be, bring out  
  the dust of your forgetfulness and unbelief, and expose it to the light 
  of God’s Word. Hope in God. Hope in God. Hope in God. 
 
 � Remember, child of God, you who were marked before the worlds  
  were founded ... you, by whom God WILL get His glory ... you to  
  whom He gave a new spirit as a vessel of grace, endowed with  
  eternity, so that  your thousands and ten thousands of years at His 
  feet might exude endless glory and honor to His name and Being ... 
  Nurture remembrance and trust, which is an exercise of a   
  regenerated heart. Join David in his remembrance and trust, which 
  will in time redound to enduring faith. 
 
 1 Your faith will only maintain its essence of endurance if you... 
  ... remember that ... the LORD is [yet] your God, and trust that He 
  will never relinquish His position and commitment to you. 
  ... remember that ... He is [yet] in your midst, and trust His  
  unrelenting pleasure to be ever present with you.  
 
 2 Your faith will only maintain its essence of endurance if you... 
  ... remember that ... the LORD [is still] mighty, and take Him at His 
  Word, that He is mighty enough to conquer your sins and the  
  enemies of your soul, because He says so.  
  ... remember that ... The LORD [still] saves, and trust that His  
  saving work didn’t expire a few days after you were born again, but 
  it continues and continues no matter the breakers that batter your 
  gunwales, until you are safely within the walls of His celestial  
  kingdom. 
 
 3 Your faith can only maintain its essence of endurance if you... 
  ... remember that ... The LORD will [yet] rejoice over you with  
  gladness. Why are you cast down, O soul? Has a pebble, a boulder 
  or a raging deluge along life’s journey robbed your strength and  
  rejoicing, leaving only traces of what used to be? Then remember  
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  and trust how your Lord feels about you? Go ahead and mention  
  them, but to grovel in your failures as the pagans do, as the pagans 
  do, is not a worthy sacrifice to your resurrected God.   
 
 4 Your faith will only maintain its essence of endurance if you... 
  ... remember that ... The LORD will [yet] quiet you by his love, and  
  as much of it that you’ve used up, trust Him when by His Spirit he  
  speaks through the word this morning, the words, I will quiet you by 
  my love.  And when you lend an ear to doubt, watch Him as He  
  points to the cross and says, “Do you see yonder cross. My Son was 
  quieted by the whip, in order that I might quiet you with my love.  
  Trust me.” 
 
 5 Your faith will only maintain its essence of endurance if you... 
  ... remember that ... The LORD will [yet] exult over you with loud  
  singing, and though within Him is all wealth, all pleasure, and all  
  joy, remember and trust Him when he says I will exult over you with 
  loud singing. Have you lost your spiritual memory and trustful  
  hearing? 
 
 � The next time you pick up the paintbrush of enduring faith, be sure 
  to   apply it to life, hardened against the flower of doubt that  
  would rob your Lord of His pleasing aroma. Temper it with   
  remembrance of God and trust in what He says. 
 
 � Finally in closing, like the Israelites, each of us owns a horse named  
  “emotion.” Dear saint, throw a rope around it and lead it firmly to  
  the furthest corner of the ranch of your earthly journey, where  
  stands a lone tree, thick in its girth, and who boughs are full and  
  leaves ever a spring green. The years of stormy winds, killing  
  winters and drought have all be helpless to weaken it. There, lash it 
  to Calvary’s bloodstained bark, and abandon it there under its  
  shade. Throw the saddle of remembrance and trust on that other  
  horse named “Enduring Faith.” Make it your favorite  mount. 
 
 � ︎ Armed now with an Enduring Faith, by God’s grace, our journey  
  continues this evening with a traverse through A Valley Bordered by  
  Two Mountains, on either side, distinct in their sights and sounds.   
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Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 

08/24 PM: In A Valley Bordered By Two Mountains 
 

O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  
to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  

Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 
nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 

 
� ︎ A Wikipedia search of the nine greatest mountains of the world 
 reveals, Denali in Alaska, Aconcagua (Aw-kun-kaw-gua) in Argentina, 
 Vinson in Antarctica, Blanc on the French Italian border, Kilimanjaro 
 in Tanzania, Elbrus in Russia, Everest in Nepal, Puncak Jaya in 
 Indonesia, and Kosciuszko (kos-choos-ko) in Australia. 
 
� ︎ By climbing these mountains, the climbers are answering an 
 insatiable urge to go higher and higher, even at the risk of death in 
 order to attain the summit. Just this year countless climbers have lost 
 their lives in this quest. Mountains have had a profound effect upon 
 the citizens of the world. They have stirred the minds and emotions of 
 humanity for years. One pilot of an excursion helicopter, as he flew 
 over the snowcap of Mont Blanc, being deeply affected exclaimed, 
 “Every time I fly over this mountain it makes me proud to be French.”  
 
� ︎ Some cultures, even today, continue the practice of worshipping 
 mountains. It wasn’t too long ago that some sacrificed members of 
 their tribe by tossing them into a boiling caldron. The recently 
 exposed tombs of Mayan kings reveal that they built their tombs on 
 top of the preceding king in an effort to get higher and higher, in their 
 quest to reach Heaven in the afterlife.  
 
� ︎ It was a same driving force behind Babel.  
 
� ︎ Even the Jews showed this tendency in their worship.  In order to  
 obtain some sort of euphoria, they mimicked the Canaanites by 
 building high places. In Japan, even to this day, many Shinto shrines 
 can only be reached by climbing a long and steep flight of stairs. At 
 the heart of such high places is not so much the expected euphoria at 
 the top that drives the pilgrim upward, as it is an urge driven by an 
 instinctive need; an instinctive need to reach the top through 
 personal effort or works. 
 
� ︎ Man was first created with an instinctive need AND the instinctive 
 ability to be in unobstructed fellowship with God. But when he fell, he 
 lost his instinctive ability, but wasn’t freed from this instinctive need, 
 which continues even to this day.  
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� ︎ It is such a compelling force that it exposes itself in the form of an in  
 insatiable urge. It  was and continues to be an urge to “climb back;” 
 to get back what has been lost. It is so compelling, that it has 
 spawned all the false religions of this world, which are nothing more 
 than a feeble attempt to get back to God. It is the urge to find God. 
 Without a driving urge the mountaineer would never risk life and limb 
 in an attempt to scale a dangerous mountain.  
 
� ︎ It is the same in the spiritual world. Because of the fall, man could 
 not lose his instinctive need, nor the urge to satisfy that need. He 
 continues to be a slave to this need and urge. And when this urge is 
 not sanctified and guided by the Holy Spirit, it becomes at the least, 
 an effort in futility and, at worst, an effort resulting in eternal death. 
 
� ︎ While the awe-inspiring peaks of the world are numerous, with their 
 pictures often adorning our living rooms, offices and bedrooms, I 
 would suggest to you that there are two greater mountains for the 
 believer that we would be well-advised to study and acquaint 
 ourselves with; ones by which we should be deeply affected. They are 
 the two great systems of the world. One is named Mt. Killer: aka 
 Executioner, and  one is named Mt. Giver of Life. 
 
� ︎ The setting takes place in the valley between these two great 
 mountains. Let’s look at them and compare them through the eyes of 
 10 men standing in the heart of this valley. Though both mountains 
 were clearly visible, only 9 out of the 10 could see only one mountain. 
 And, only 1 of the 9 could see both. 
 
Mt. Sinai - Mt. Killer & Executioner  
 � ︎ To learn about what mountain the 9 men could only see, and its  
  characteristics, let’s turn to:  
  Heb 12.18-21: For you have not come to what may be touched11, a  
  blazing fire2 and darkness3 and gloom4 and a tempest5  
  19 and the sound of a trumpet6 and a voice whose words made the 
  hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them7.  
  20 For they could not endure the order8 that was given, "If even a 
  beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned."  
  21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I tremble  
  with fear. 9"  
 Q As the eyes of the 10 panned this mountain from top to bottom,  
  what was burned into their memories? 
   1 This Mt. Killer, in a very practical sense was subject to the  
    natural 5 senses.  
   2 Mt. Killer was ablaze. 
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   3 At the same time Mt. Killer was where darkness and fire met,  
    neither losing their properties. 
   4 An air of gloom marched up its approaches. 
   5 The storm of all storms, the likes of which the world has never 
    seen, tear at its slopes with death fingers. 
   6 An ear-splitting trumpet draws attention to the hard of hearing. 
   7 A voice so indescribably fearful strikes terror in the heart of the 
    listener, causing them to beg for stoppage. 
   8 A Voice spoke an order that no man could endure 
   9 The sight was so terrifying that they heard their Man Moses  
    exclaim,  “I tremble with fear.” 
 
� Now let your eyes drift to very base of the mountain. What is the first 
  thing that comes into view? Do you see the fence and the sign  
  attached to it? The 9 approach it, and in unsanctified zeal, rip the sign 
  off, break it to pieces and proceed to jump fence, all in an attempt to 
  satisfy their unsanctified instinctive need. They viewed Mt. Killer as  
  something to be climbed.  
 
� What other reason, other than the obvious site, filling their eyes,  
  would God have given for warning against approaching Mt. Killer: aka 
  Mt. Sinai too closely? It’s the same reason He placed the cherubim  
  and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the  
  tree of life. Without the angel with the flaming  sword graciously  
  guarding the gate of certain death, though by all appearances it led  
  to life, Adam and Eve would surely have responded to an instinctive 
  need in unsanctified zeal to gain back what they had lost. But God’s 
  Way of return was different and led through a different mountain. 
 
� Remember! Just like the nine, the world carries the sensed instinctive 
  need to climb back to God, but their urge in all its sweat, is  
  unsanctified and ends in certain death.  
 
� Perhaps these 9 and their kind can be best understood in their  
  similarity to the exposed foolish promise of the Jews in Exo 19.8. All 
  that the LORD has spoken we will do. Scarcely had God’s words,  
  spoken by Moses, left his mouth, and already as one, they were  
  beginning to “climb Mt. Sinai”, solely on their own strength. All that  
  the LORD has spoken we will do. What a “wonderful” vow! They didn’t 
  lack in zeal, because they figured it was tool enough to kick down the 
  warning sign, “Death lies beyond.” They were oblivious to their  
  inability. They forgot the curse of Babel. On the backs of their t-shirts 
  was even printed “Getting back to God. I can do it.”   
 
� To their doom they chose to reject God’s gracious warning, that death  
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  lies on the other side of the warning track. These 9 faced Mt Sinai as 
  something to be conquered, rather than something to be avoided.  
 
� In  their haste and distraction, their unsanctified zeal blinded them to 
  the mountain that graciously loomed directly behind. The epitaph on 
  their  gravestones at the base of the fence posts reads “If thou lift up 
  thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it.”  
 
� But the 1 man dares not approach the fence, but rather mortifies  
  each  instinctive urge to do so. He sees it as a gracious boundary; a  
  warning; a “Danger! Keep Out” sign. So what does this sign above  
  this boundary graciously read? 'Take care not to go up into the  
  mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall 
  be put to death (Exo 19.12). 
 
Mt. Zion – Mt. Giver of Life 
 � Let’s consider two important questions. 
   Q1 What was this mountain called which one of the nine could see 
    but not the rest? 
   Q2 What was so special about him?  
 
 � Note. These two mountains are placed here in Hebrews directly in  
   contrast with each other. In my perception there should be a natural 
   Christian tendency within us which demands that these two  
   mountains be continuously compared against each other during our 
   desert journey. 
 
 A1 For the answer to the first question, let’s continue in ...  
   Heb 12.22-24: But you have come to Mount Zion11 and to the city 
   of the living God2, the heavenly Jerusalem3, and to innumerable  
   angels in festal gathering4,  
   23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in  
   heaven5, and to God, the judge of all6, and to the spirits of the  
   righteous made perfect7,  
   24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant8, and to the  
   sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel9. 
    
 � Unlike Mt. Killer Sinai, the heavenly braes of Mt. Zion’s are green,  
   meadows lush, and watered by grace. Its streams are cool and ever 
   flowing from the throne of the Lamb. Its slopes are embraced by  
   perpetual spring, and it knows no night. While Mt. Sinai is a  
   preventing mountain, Mt. Zion is an inviting mountain.  
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� Analogy: Mt Zion is not unlike a tradition that we Americans have. As  
  a little boy I remember visiting many homes for the first time for the 
  first time while on furlough with my parents. The lady of the house  
  was quick to take us on a tour of each room of the house. So unlike 
  Mt. Sinai, we are beckoned to freely enter this Mt. Zion and invited to 
  freely walk its halls 
 
� Dear child of Zion, cup your hand to your ear, and above the rumbling 
  and blasting of Mt. Sinai, listen to the sweet music of your Savior  
  “where no notes can be detected.” He graciously hums in your ear,  
  “By my irresistible grace, you have avoided that fearful Mt.   
  Killer across the valley yet still in sight, and instead have come to  
  the Giver of Life. Watch and listen as the Divine Host, the Holy Spirit 
  takes you by the hand, inviting you in. ” 
    1 But you have come to Mount Zion - Its name is Mt. Zion 
    2 and to the city of the living God - Unlike Mt. Sinai, IT is where 
     the living God resides. 
    3 the heavenly Jerusalem - Unlike Mt. Sinai, IT is what is truly  
     heavenly. 
 
   � Moving slowly to the interior, in contrast to Mt. Sinai, with that  
    1 out of the 10...:  
    4 ... we hear the inviting sounds of innumerable angels in festive  
     song of praise emanating from its slopes.    
   5 ... we see the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in  
    heaven. A quick glance at the guestbook shows their names,  
    and next to each the date, from the foundation of the world.  
   6  As we move further into the interior we see God as Judge of all 
   7  We then are guided to the spirits of the righteous made  
     perfect. 
   8  Further in to the interior we see Jesus mediating a new and  
     better covenant on our behalf. 
   9  Finally now our tour ends in the Holy of Holies to the sprinkled  
     blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
 
 A2 So what distinguished the one man from the other nine? Why could  
   he see and enter Mt. Zion, and not the others? It is called   
   distinguishing grace taken up in the second message of this series 
   called Divine Hoverer-Antidote For Nicodemus Dilemma. Just as  
   the other nine, he too was born with an instinctive need. But God 
   graciously prevented Him from climbing Mt. Killer Sinai in order to 
   satisfy his need, instead, tenderly yet irresistibly guiding him into 
   the halls of Mt. Zion. And so we too confess: 
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All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

Till thy Spirit breaks our night 
With the beams of truth unclouded. 

Thou alone to God canst win us; 
Thou must work all good within us. 

Trinity Hymnal (blue) #220 
 
� A period cannot be added to today’s thoughts without the warning of 
  v. 25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did 
  not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much 
  less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. 
 
� Now that we have graciously learned to turn our backs on Mt. Sinai, 
  with a new fixed look unto Jesus, our Mt. Zion, Two Indispensable  
  Attendants for The Journey remain. Join us as we cross the wilderness 
  of Sin.  Lord willing, tomorrow morning, we will become fast friends  
  with these two. 
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Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 

08/25 AM: Two Indispensable Attendants For the Journey: Part I 
Psalm 25.1-11 

 
O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  

to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  
Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 

nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 
 

Intro  
� The first acrostic or alphabetical song in the Bible.  
� Probably written in David’s later days, because he mentions the sins 
 of his youth. 
� It’s safe to say it was written when Absalom began his rebellion 
 against David.  
� Spurgeon writes: This has been styled the second of the seven 
 Penitential  Psalms. It is the mark of a true saint that his sorrows 
 remind him of his sins, and his sorrow for sin drives him to his God.  
� It is important to note that, no matter the circumstances and the 
 restlessness of his soul, David’s prayers and meditations were offered 
 in belief, just as it should be with the believer. Because, while these 
 two are so vital to the Christian, he has a parasitic inability to  
 execute. The world demands results now, and the Church has gotten 
 swept along by this thinking. But it cannot be so with spiritual things. 
 A good example is prayer and meditation. These demand much heart-
 time, and often without any perceived results. Yet, God tells us to 
 pray without ceasing. 
 
Divisions 
I Prayer: 1-7 II Meditation: 8-10 
III Prayer: 11 IV Meditation: 12-15 
V Prayer: 16-22 
 

 Why is such a message on prayer and meditation so important? 
 Because the believer is squeezed in a vice. On one side is the jaw of 
 our sensed need to pray and meditate, and on the other is the jaw of 
 our natural allergy towards prayer and meditation.  
 
Q How often has your heart taken you in zeal to your prayer closet, but 
 once there something happens? Your zeal has flitted away, your heart 
 now struggling to execute. So many have most to do with being cast 
 on the sea of despair because they never took up these tools at their 
 fingertips. In my  perception, prayer and meditation for Christian’s 
 journey to the Celestial City are so indispensable and vital that I’ve 
 chosen to earmark two messages on the subject. 

1 1

2 2
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Of David. 
Prayer Part I: David was anxious and troubled about many things  
 A Two acknowledgments  hidden within two avowals, followed by a  
 personal reminder  
  1  To you, O LORD11 , I lift1 up my soul. 
   Q What hidden acknowledgment can we sift out of this avowal? 
   A Before one thought morphs into the spoken word, we should 
    confirm that we understand our place in relation to God’s  
    place. Notice the word lift.  
 
  2  O my God2 , in you I trust2; let me not be put to shame; let not 
   my enemies exult over me. 
   
 If we are not cautious, our attention will be drawn to  
    scaffolding of these verses and not to what gives the  
    “building” its strength. Without minimizing the what, of  
    David’s prayers in these two verses, their strength lies not so 
    much in their content as in the gracious condition of David’s 
    heart.  
 
   
 What do the two phrases I lift and I trust tell us about David 
    and biblical prayer. They are a hint; a pattern. The moment 
    these thoughts formed in his heart, even before it escapes his 
    lips, its rarity and value find themselves in that part of him  
    that is quietly acknowledging his place before the throne of  
    grace. 
 
   
 We may quickly assume that to make these prayers our own 
    is what we’re shooting for, yet be oblivious to what gave  
    them unction was a suppliant who had a deep sense of his  
    position before God.   
  
  3  Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall 
   be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
    � ︎ One writer writes, We spend too much time talking ‘about’ 
     ourselves, when we should be talking ‘to’ ourselves. You  
     see. David was reminding himself, by talking to himself.  
 
    � ︎ The confidence David exhibited in this verse found its  
     source in the work of the Holy Spirit, causing him to know 
     his place. For this simple reason his was not a   
     presumptuous prayer.  
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Prayer Part II: choosing the good portion 
 � ︎ Notice now with me the following change from vv 1-3. In vv. 1-3,   
  earthly David was seeking God’s intervention in the trials of life, and 
  there is nothing wrong with that. In fact, it’s what he, as well as us,  
  should do. But notice the sudden ascension from the earthly to the 
  Heavenly, beginning in v. 4 on to the end of v.11.  
 
 � ︎ A few moments ago he was anxious and troubled about many  
  earthly trials, and no one could blame him. But now his prayer  
  blooms  into something spiritual. He was choosing the good   
  portion. A Heavenly David was entreating God for his spiritual well 
  being, without minimizing his earthly trials.  
 
 � ︎ How  often have our earthly trials been used of the Lord to expose 
  us to the greater trial of our spiritual needs. By the help of the Holy 
  Spirit we  should train ourselves to quickly use our earthly trials as a 
  springboard to bring our attention to our spiritual needs. Look at this 
  gracious change  in the following verses. 
 
 4  Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 
 � ︎ Isn’t it remarkable, the sudden ascension from a focus on his  
   earthly anxiety to a focus on his heart’s need and desire. He was 
   choosing the good portion. The untaught would perhaps call this 
   verse and beyond, “the round peg lying next to the square hole” 
   of vv. 1-3. If we are not careful, the sudden change from let not 
   my enemies exult over me and they shall be ashamed who are  
   wantonly treacherous, could very well derail our little train of  
   thought, with our railcars lying in a jumbled mess beside the rails 
   of this Psalm. 
 
 5  Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my   
  salvation; for you I wait all the day long. 
  � ︎ David was not praying for the availability of the Lord’s ways and 
   His paths. Since the dawn of mankind, God’s ways and paths  
   have been and continue to be available to the world. But that by 
   itself has never saved a single soul, just as the availability of the 
   cross can save no one. No. David was praying for Divine efficacy. 
   Notice the word make in v. 4. Within the wrapping of this word is 
   the sense of Creator. Paraphrasing the above two verses, perhaps 
   we could say, Make me to know your ways, teach me your paths, 
   lead me in your truth, and teach me in such a way that I get it,  
   and can never lose it again. 
 
 � ︎ A healthy and happy heart and mind is not one that finally squirts  
  out  of the long dark tunnel of a particular trial, but rather one  
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  which now effectually knows, has been taught, and has been lead in 
  God’s ways and truth. It is something he always prayers for. 
 
 Q An important question remains. If God were to ask us, “On what  
  merit should I grant your wish,” how will you reply? Wouldn’t we  
  reply the  following with David?�   
  1 for you are the God of my salvation 
   � ︎ The evidence of Scripture strongly suggests, God doesn’t need 
    to reminded, but He sure likes to be. And those moments  
    you’re reminding God of His vast treasures of salvation, if you  
    listen to what you’re saying, you’ll hear that little word, my. 
 
   � ︎ Many waters would drown me, yet I will look to no other,   
    especially myself, to deliver. Remember. David, as king, along 
    with the centurion could have said to his Lord, For I too am a 
    man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, 
    'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and 
    to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." Yet he says, you are 
    the God of my salvation 
 
  2 for you I wait all the day long 
   Luke 18.17: And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to 
   him day and night? 
   � ︎ Remember. You’re not praying for a new car or home, but  
    yours is a much better prayer; to know your Lord’s ways, to  
    discern His paths, to be guided in and by His truth, and to sit 
    at the feet of the Divine Teacher. 
 
 6  Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they  
  have been from of old.  
   � ︎ remember- bring into your consciousness from the storehouse 
    of  your memory 
    Q Have you recently visited that throne of grace, which opens 
     up to those ancient doors of God’s storehouse? Just a crumb 
     may suffice, or perhaps you’re in need of a boatload. Ask,  
     dear saint. Ask to your heart’s desire. His storehouse will  
     suffer no loss. You cannot use up your allotted portion. Just 
     go.  
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 7  Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according 
  to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, 
  O  LORD!  
   � ︎ The twin brother of remember asks, remember not. Wherever  
    one goes the other goes also. Perhaps one of the greatest trials 
    that will drive believers to their knees is the shame of sins  
    committed in youthful folly. They are not remembrances unto  
    death, but rather humbling monuments.  
   
 But notice how David prays for himself. After casting himself on 
    the steadfast love of God, there exists yet a very active work of 
    grace upon his heart, though he may trudge through the valley 
    of  shame. How else could the following flower bloom if it were 
    not for grace?!  
     	 for the sake of your goodness 
      � ︎ Grace and none other, can cause the saint pressed and 
       squeezed by earthly trials to look heavenward with a new 
       and invigorated desire that all blessings from above  
       would be for the sake of God’s goodness; That all God’s 
       good intentions for me might find their motivation in Him. 
       And through His work in me the world might get a clear 
       picture of His goodness.  
 
  � ︎ Such prayers as verse 7 may very well begin with a fixation on  
   deliverance from the shaming thoughts of past sins, but NOTICE 
   What David does before he places the period at the sentence of  
   his petition. It is the believer’s prayer pattern. Perhaps we’ve  
   experienced this same principle; when the Holy Spirit gently  
   places his hand under our drooping chins, lifting them to the new 
   focus of, for the sake of your goodness. We then, no longer see 
   ourselves as the ultimate target, but that through it all God’s  
   goodness might be witnessed. Now, with David, we are ready to 
   place the period at the end of such petitions. 
 
II Meditation 
 � ︎ In my perception, understanding the difference between penitential 
   prayer and meditation, accompanied by a putting into practice, is 
   vital. Penitential, or prayers of entreaty, our directed inward. For  
   example, “Lord help me, or, do this and that for me, etc.”  
 
 � ︎ David defines the outward nature of meditation. Notice that David 
   has temporarily placed prayers for himself (inward) on the shelf,  
   and now he is focusing is on declaring God. This outward kind  
   of  praying, with God as its target is meditation. He is primarily  
   telling God Who God is, and in the same breath telling himself the 
   same. Meditation is always about God. It is not a mixture of me  
   and God. For it to maintain its unction it cannot stand on feet of  
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   iron and clay. Pagan meditation is always about self or, at best, a 
   conjured up God.  
 
 � ︎ Before we go on let’s define what I perceive to be the act of  
   meditation through the roughly 150 ruminants, animals that chew 
   the cud. 
 
 � ︎ Watch, listen and sing along with the 7 stanza crescendo of the  
   David’s  Choir as he meditates on the character of God. Oh! How  
   the believer would be helped if he developed this habit! 
   8 Good11 and upright22is the LORD; therefore he instructs3 sinners 
   in the way.  
   9 He leads4 the humble (miserable and afflicted) in what is right, 
    and teaches5 the humble (miserable and afflicted) his way. 
   10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love6 and faithfulness7, 
   for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  
    � ︎ Remember! David was singing this crescendo in the depth of  
     his trials. 
 
III Prayer 
 11  For your name's sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is great.  
   � ︎ Another flower of the same species as found in v. 7. God  
    needs no  other motivation than the motivation of His good  
    name in order to pardon our great guilt. He has never needed 
    to wait patiently in line for us to jump through some hoops. A 
    suppliant that understands this, in a sense touches the face 
    of God with his prayers. 
 
� ︎ The two attendants of prayer and meditation cannot be over 
 emphasized. For this reason, Lord willing, this evening, we’ll look at 
 the second half of Two Indispensable Attendants for the Journey with 
 a look at vv. 12-15 and 22. 
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Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 

08/25 PM: Two Indispensable Attendants For the Journey: Part II 
Psalm 25.12-15 

 
O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  

to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  
Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 

nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 
 

Intro  
� The first acrostic or alphabetical song in the Bible.  
� Probably written in David’s later days, because he mentions the sins 
 of his youth.  
� It’s safe to say it was written when Absalom began his rebellion 
 against David.  
� Spurgeon writes: This has been styled the second of the seven 
 Penitential  Psalms. It is the mark of a true saint that his sorrows 
 remind him of his  sins, and his sorrow for sin drives him to his God.  
� It is important to note that David’s prayers and meditations were 
 offered in belief, just as it should be with the believer.  
 
Divisions 
I Prayer 1-7 II Meditation 8-10 
III Prayer 11 IV Meditation 12-15 
V Prayer 16-22 
 
� Why is such a message on prayer and meditation so important? 
 Because the believer is squeezed in a vice. On one side is the jaw of 
 our sensed need to pray and meditate, and on the other is the jaw of 
 our natural allergy towards prayer and meditation.  
  
Of David. 
IV Meditation 
 � ︎ Brief review from this morning: In my perception, understanding  
   the difference between penitential prayer and meditation,  
   accompanied by a putting into practice, is vital. Penitential, or  
   prayers of entreaty, are directed inward. For example, “Lord help 
   me, or, do this and that for me, etc.” In this Psalm David also  
   shows us meditation and its outward nature. Notice that he has  
   temporarily placed prayers for himself (inward) on the shelf, and is 
   now declaring God. This outward kind of praying, with God as its  
   target is meditation. He is primarily telling God Who God is, and in 
   the same breath reminding himself of the same.  
 
 � ︎ Remember the words of Christ. “Do this in remembrance of me.”   
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   Why? Because we are forgetful of the very things that give us life. 
   Meditation is tool by which our memories are refreshed. 
 
 A Meditating Over the Character of God by Asking and Answering a 
  Question  
  12  Who is the man who fears the LORD? Him will he instruct1 in  
   the way that he should choose. 
   � ︎ Something intriguing in verses 12 through 15 ought to grab  
    our  attention. It exposes one of David’s preferred methods of 
    meditation. He asks a single question in order to expose 5  
    characteristics of God on which he meditates. 
   � ︎ An important interjection before we move on. No matter the  
    blessing, all blessings are primarily designed to bring the  
    character of God to light. Too many within the Church open  
    the gift without meditating on the character of the Giver. A  
    child knows his parent is full of the character of love when he 
    receives and opens the gift.  
   � I also want to draw your attention to the 3 blue highlights. If 
    we are not clear that only God can cause any man to fear the 
    Lord or, ever have his eyes toward the Lord, the rest of this  
    morning’s passage will take on a humanistic pale.   
   � Responsibility does not assume ability. To the one who is  
    inclined to think, “God is doing all these things for me because 
    I fear Him and ever have my eyes toward Him.” I would query, 
    “How did you get there? How are you able to continue in His  
    fear?” Isn’t it by the initiating and continuing work of the Holy 
    Spirit? Paul in his frustration with the Galatians expresses, Are 
    ye so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made  
    perfect by the flesh? Just because God is rewarding us, we  
    cannot assume we primed the pump. (explain childhood pump) 
 
   Q Now, let’s ask ourselves a question. What does it mean to fear 
    the Lord?  
    Clarke writes: He who has a proper apprehension of God’s 
    holiness, justice, and truth; and who, at the same time, sees 
    himself a fallen spirit, and a transgressor of God's holy law,  
    and consequently under the curse. That is the person that truly 
    and reverently fears God.  
   Q ︎ Dear saint, are you daily fearing the LORD? Is it something  
    you’re well practiced at? 
   Q ︎ If so, what 5 things can you in faith expect? Remember! These 
    need to viewed as blessings wrapped in the very character of 
    God. Let’s Meditate on His character, rather than what we  
    receive from Him. Because when He for a spell turns off the  
    faucet of blessing, what then will you meditate on then if you 
    are not practiced in meditating on His character? 
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  1 He is the Router in the way you should choose. 
   Q How long has it been through meditation since we’ve reminded 
     ourselves that He is the Instructor in the way we should  
     choose? The only thing we need to concern ourselves with is, 
     am I one who fears God?  
 
13  His soul shall abide in well-being2, and his offspring shall inherit the 
  land.  
  2 He is the Cause of Soul Contentment 
   Q How long has it been since, through meditation, you’ve  
    reminded yourself that He is the Source of your contentment; 
    that in Him is your contentment? 
 
14  The friendship3 of the LORD is for those who fear him, and he makes 
  known4 to them his covenant.  
  � ︎ As much as we’d like to deny it, we choose our friends and  
   gravitate to those who meet our own standards. Not so with the 
   Lord. He loved us when were unlovable, by causing within us a  
   holy fear through His Spirit. It is after this creative work that ...  
  3 ... the flower of His friendship blooms within our faint hearts 
   Q How long has it been since you’ve revisited that time when the 
    Holy Spirit applied a heart of holy fear to your dying frame?  
    Cheer up dear Saint. On the merit of His work, He is your  
    Friend! 
  4 ... He is the Revealer of His covenant.  
   � ︎ Not so much of adding knowledge, as much as, making sure  
    we get it, called efficacy. Notice the word makes – alluding to  
    God’s creative genius  
   Q I ask, “How was it that, out of all the voices in the world  
    claiming to be the Answer, you were able to distinguish His  
    from the clatter?” How long has it been since you’ve   
    meditated on this? 
 
15  My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck5 my feet out of 
  the net. 
  � ︎ There is a noteworthy change here. We’re still climbing the same 
   Mt. Meditation, but up a different route. Notice how God’s  
   initiating action was the cause of David’s heart action. So let’s  
   look at this verse in that order. 
  5 Because He will pluck my feet out of the net...  
   Q How long has it been since through meditation you’ve a fresh 
    view of God as Deliverer? 
    � ︎ Time allowing, refer to �. The snare of the 4 lies of the  
     serpent. Also, notice that the trap has already been sprung 
     with the victim  in its clutches. (Time allowing, e.g. Raccoon 
     caught in the trap) 
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 � ︎ I previously asked you to ponder and meditate on what it means to 
   fear the Lord. We read what Clarke had to say. Then we looked at 
   the  5 things a person who fears the Lord can expect in faith from 
   the Lord. 
 
 � ︎ Next, let’s look at two more questions to which I want to draw your 
   attention.  
   1) How did the fear of the Lord reveal itself in David? A He says,  
    My eyes are ever toward the Lord. You see, through David the 
    fear of the Lord took on “flesh and bones.” What good is the  
    fear of the Lord to any of us if it is not the eye with which we  
    see our Lord?  
   2) Food for thought; What does eyes ever being toward the Lord  
    mean in practical terms?  
    � ︎ Perhaps we can take a tip from the lowly moth. 
 
 � ︎ Finally, before I close, I MUST say a brief word about verse 22.  
   22 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles. 
   � ︎ Though our faults be many, our needs be great, and at times  
    our bosoms swell in praise to the Lord, there comes a time in  
    our prayers that we need to quit talking about ourselves (vv.  
    16-21) and direct our prayers to God on behalf of all His saints. 
    It is a mark of maturity. Redeem the Elect, O God, out of all his 
    troubles, David now prays. Christ does not get the most glory  
    when a few within the Church are healthy. It is when all the  
    elect are redeemed, with their eyes ever toward   
    Him?  
   � ︎ If we will, but for a moment, take our eyes off of ourselves and 
    pour out our hearts for the Church and all that troubles her, are 
    we not proving that we’re walking in fear of God? 
 
Review: The 5 Characteristics of God that the Believer Should Meditate 
on: 
 He is Router, Contentment Itself, Friend, Revealer, and Deliverer 
 
� ︎ If you’ve been keeping count, for this journey we have three faithful 
  companions which we must take spiritual advantage of if we are to  
  stay spiritually healthy. They are Enduring Faith, Prayer and   
  Meditation. Lord willing, tomorrow morning we will familiarize  
  ourselves with one more, expressed in the final message, Learning  
  From the Ark.  
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Trinity Bible Church/Hillcrest Bible Church 2016 Family Camp 
Theme: “New Testament Gleanings from the Old Testament” 

08/26 AM: Learning From the Ark 
 

O LORD. We join together in asking that truth would be free  
to make her sorties upon us all, which way You please.  

Guide our minds for your designs. We ask that, 
nothing smothers truth’s golden beams. (Spurgeon) 

 
 
� Our first ancestors, Adam and Eve were born with two instincts; 
 spiritual instinct and a natural instinct. But because of their first sin 
 they lost the spiritual instinct. They plunged themselves, and all of 
 their offspring, into a state bereft of spiritual instinct. He and all of his 
 posterity were left laying claim to only natural instinct. 
 
� For the sake of clarity, let me provide you with two definitions.  
 1  Natural  instinct: a way of behaving, thinking, or feeling that is not 
  learned: a natural desire or tendency that makes you want to act 
  in a particular way. It is something all are born with and continue 
  to possess. (Refer to the 1st message ‘Nicodemus’ Dilemma.’) 
 2 Spiritual instinct: It too is a way of behaving, thinking, or feeling  
  that is not learned: a spiritual desire or tendency that makes you 
  want to act in a particular way. Something all were born with, but 
  lost through the Fall. (Refer to the 2nd message ‘A Gracious  
  Instinct-a gracious state of the heart.’) 
  
� Placing a bookmark in that thought, let’s begin by going back briefly 
 to  Noah’s Ark in Gen. 7.16. And the Lord shut him in. God’s 
 innumerable saints down through Church history, through the 
 gracious ministry of the Holy Spirit, read Noah’s story as if looking at 
 their own resume. We identify with Noah. We have been shut in away 
 from all the world by the  hand of divine love. The door of electing 
 purpose interposes between us and the world. With Noah we’ve been 
 so shut in that no evil can reach us. All floods can but lift us 
 heavenward. Outside of the ark all was ruin, but inside all was rest 
 and peace. Without Christ we perish, but in Christ Jesus there is 
 perfect safety. Noah was so shut in that he could not even desire 
 to come out, and  those who are in Christ Jesus are in him forever 
 (Spurgeon). 
 
� In Noah’s story, when the rains began to lift the ark, we are not given 
 much detail about the daily lives of Noah and his family once God 
 shut them in, until the flood subsided and they once again walked on 
 the earth.  How were their days spent in the hold? If with Spurgeon, 
 we can view the ark as representative of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
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 New Testament has much to say about how we are to spend our lives 
 in His gracious hold.  
 
� When the Lord breaths new life into a sinner, spiritual instinct, which 
 he lost in the Garden many, many years ago, is graciously returned to 
 him. While natural instinct is something that needs no batteries or 
 recharge, on the other hand, the Bible teaches that there are two 
 things necessary for spiritual instinct in order for it to maintain a 
 healthy state?  
 
� I’m thinking of two words. They are nourishment & nurturing. 
 Nourishment is the work of the Holy Spirit. Our emphasis this 
 morning will be especially on the later of nurturing. One writer 
 commenting on Help Lord (Psa 12.1) writes, [David] evidently felt his 
 own weakness, or he would not have cried for help; but at the same 
 time he intended honestly to exert himself for the cause of truth, for 
 the word "help" is inapplicable where we ourselves do nothing.    
 
� In the same vein of Jerry Bridges’ book “Growing Your Faith,” spiritual 
 instinct is not only nourished, but at the same time must be grown 
 and nurtured.  I fear too many within the Church lean on some 
 natural instinct in order to kick start spiritual instinct, hoping to grow 
 it through some natural means. Just as prayer and meditation 
 are two indispensable attendants for our journey, there is another, 
 named nurturing. We must also pack this for our journey, keeping all 
 three ever at hand.  
 
� A quick interjection here ... There is a kind of nurturing that we must 
 be quick to perceive as a wolf in sheep’s clothing. Perhaps we are 
 quick to nurture an identification with Noah, or for that matter, 
 someone we admire or respect, some earthly object, -ism or 
 philosophy. We may be quite knowledgeable about the details in the 
 analogy of the ark, but do we just as readily nurture our spiritual 
 instinct to be ever identifying with Christ?  
 
� Once in the hold of the Divine Ark of Salvation, how are we spending 
 our  moments on the tempestuous seas of life? Are we merely 
 spending time petting our “pets” of perceived successes? Has perfect 
 peace and safety in Him rocked us so, to where we are found to have 
 joined those animals in their pens in beastly slumber, oblivious to 
 what was once a deep felt loyalty to Christ? 
 
� Have we forgotten that the day when we graciously married Christ ...  
 when we became one flesh with Him as His bride; that not one Planck 
 length now lies between the believer and his Lord. 
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� Now. Generally Christians are quick to talk about faith. BUT! So does 
 the world! James tells us even the demons believe, and even shudder. 
 It’s become a “ho hum” thing. There is an absence of a key element 
 in such, with the result of a conversation rendered sterile. 
  
� This is best explained and understood by looking at three very 
 important  words in Christendom which, I fear, do not get the 
 attention that they deserve. When talk arises of faith in Christ, more 
 often than not, these three are given very little exposure. Faith will be 
 something very obscure and vague unless these words and their 
 practical implications are not considered. To this habit can be traced a 
 shallow faith bereft of a solid foundation, so characteristic in the world 
 today. Those three words are identification with Christ. 
 
� We’re all familiar with identifying with Christ in His death, burial and 
 resurrection. These three are the three pillars on which saving faith is 
 built. But for our final consideration, I want to look at identifying with 
 Christ, more as a frame of mind, or, a governing thought 
  
Q What does it mean to identify with Christ? A It is an activity of the 
 heart and emotions11, and an activity of the mind and will2, by which, 
 the believer nurtures spiritual instinct. It is not something that begins 
 then ends on the day of our salvation. It is a continuing frame of  
 mind. It is walking out of your front door with a reminder, I belong to 
 Christ. It begins as a gracious work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart, 
 satisfied only when it flowers into outward fragrance and holy beauty. 
 It is life’s worthy companion, confidant, and protector. Many have 
 become the enemy’s fodder, because somewhere along the way they 
 forgot to consciously bring it along. 
 
Defining Identification with Christ 
I An Acute Awareness 
 � First and foremost, Identifying with Christ is the fruit of a Divinely 
   provided acute awareness. Acute= having or showing an ability to 
   think clearly and to understand what is not obvious or simple about 
   something. 
 
II Familiarizing Ourselves with Our Surroundings 
 � Next, before any talk about nurturing or growing our spiritual  
  instinct,  let’s just pause for a moment, stand still with Noah, and  
  observe, soaking in the practical implications of what it means to 
  be deep within the hold of the Ark of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let’s  
  familiarize ourselves with the hewn wood that stands between us, 
  and wailings of the perishing on the outside. 
 

1 2 3 

1

2 3
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 � Perhaps, the following New Testament passage best expresses the 
  three characteristics of identifying with Christ as we stand within  
  the cavernous hull of Ark of Our Salvation.  
  Acts 17.28: In him we live11 and move2 and have our being3  
    
 � Analogy: If the air around us were dyed purple, and its color could 
  be seen in every x-ray, behind all the pulpy surfaces of the world’s 
  trees, visible in all running and accumulated waters, and apparent 
  in every leaf and insect, all together they would insufficiently  
  expound the implications of the above verse. In him we live1 and 
  move2 and have our being3. 
 
III  The Act of Identifying With Christ 
  James 1.23: For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he 
  is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.  
  � ︎ A simple yet profound analogy. To paraphrase, “Anyone who is a 
   hearer [reader] of the Word of God, but walks away from it  
   without any attempt by grace to carry out what he has heard or 
   read, is like the person that looks intently at his natural face in  
   the mirror of God’s Word.”  
 
  � ︎ Two seemingly commendable characteristics about this kind of  
    person.  
   1 intently – He is intent in his Bible reading, and faithful in  
    church attendance.  
   2 looks at his natural face - He sees, understands and even 
    acknowledges all his appearance, and duty exposed in God’s  
    Word.  
  � ︎ By all appearances he is a very pious person. Many would judge  
   him a very spiritual man; a pillar of the church. Yet, he only  
   satisfies himself with this stage. 
 
  Q How can we say this? He looks at himself and goes away and at 
   once forgets what he was like (v.24). He walks away from his  
   bible readings with no intention of daily nurturing an identification 
   with his Messiah and Savior.  
 
 � Identifying With Christ is such a graceful nurturing as to propel  
   ourselves on to instinctively submitting to the practice of   
   designating the lion’s share of each day to prayerfully embracing  
   the mind of Christ as our own. It is done in the same spirit as  
   James 1.21: receive with meekness the implanted word, and, Phil  
   2.5: Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 
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 � Identifying With Christ is a nurtured triple-edged consciousness.   
   1) It is being ever mindful of the location of the heart, will and   
    actions.  
   2) It is a consciousness of my weakness and failure and my lack of 
    power to live a life worthy of the Name.  
   3) It is a consciousness so deep that I am driven back again and  
    again to Him in unrelenting supplication. It is replacing Jacob as 
    he wrestled with Christ.  
 
 � Identifying With Christ is a nurtured consciousness of the location 
   of the Headwaters of satisfaction, accompanied by a well-worn  
   path to its Spring. 
 
 � Identifying With Christ is nurtured contemplation. It is not  
  contemplating what He has done for us, as much as contemplating 
  His very Person. �� Is our faith so compartmentalized that that we 
  don’t see that while our Savior was on the cross, we were on His  
  mind? 
 
 � Identifying With Christ is the intertwisting of the thoughts and  
  emotions of the renewed soul with the mind of Christ (Spurgeon). 
 
� As you travel this desert, keep this closest to you, tucked ever under 
 your arm. Your identity with Christ, helped by prayer and meditation 
 and an enduring faith, will be graciously used of the Lord to assist you 
 on your journey to your eternal rest.  
 
� He has promised, But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law 
 of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer 
 who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 
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